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Sunday, August 14th 20th Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +James Hessenberger                                  

by Robert & Deb Stachlewitz 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Elsie Donato                    

by Dan & Joanna McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Louise Stremlau         

by Lucy Williams & Family 
10:30 a.m. +Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - María y Jessica Díaz           

por sus cumpleaños 
Monday, August 15th The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 a.m. +Robert Sondgeroth by Rick & Penny Farringle 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jean Joerger                  

by Frank & Nancy Brodko 
5:30 p.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Ellen Knaff                

by Altar Society 
7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +David Olguín por Familia 
Tuesday, August 16th St. Stephen of Hungary 
7:00 a.m. +Jim Leonard by Tom & Mary Heitmann 

8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Geraldine Sondgeroth       
by Dennis & Linda Thompson 

11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, August 17th  
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Marv Buchanan                  

by Brian & Deb Corrigan 
8:00 a.m. +Kevin Corrigan by Mrs. Judy Thomas 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions  
Thursday, August 18th  
7:00 a.m. +Matthew Untz by Ed & Sharon Untz & Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Elroy Lauer by Family 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions  
Friday, August 19th St. John Eudes 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Irene Larsen                    

by Mike & Tina Romine 
8:00 a.m. +Clifford Sondgeroth by Gary & Rose Rose 
Saturday, August 20th St. Bernard 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Edward Lauer 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Wayne & Janet Ackerman 
Sunday, August 21st 21st Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +Ken Henkel by Ron Henkel Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Gary Cantlin                    

by Marie Cantlin & Family 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Bob & Mary 

Sondgeroth by Peter Navin 
10:30 a.m. +Ben Bokus by Mike & Kaela Bokus & Family 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Feligreses  

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug 20 G. Krenz 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Aug 21 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Aug 21 C. Fischer 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug 27 B. Corrigan 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Aug 28 R. Bergmark 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Aug 28 N. Goble 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 
briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary on  

August 15th is not a Holy Day of Obligation this  

year. However, it is still a Holy Day so we will  

have a few more Masses that Monday. There will  

be no vigil Masses on Sunday. 

At Holy Cross there will be a Mass in English at 8:00 am 

and the usual 7:00 pm Mass will be in Spanish. 

At St. Theresa the Mass will be at the usual time of 8:00 am.  

At Sts. Peter and Paul the Mass will be at 5:30 pm.  

Mary, Queen of Heaven, pray for us. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com
mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
mailto:mlflahive53@comcast.net


The Solemnity of the Assumption 
of Mary on August 15th is not a 
Holy Day of Obligation this year. 
However, it is still a Holy Day so 
we will have a few more Masses 
that Monday. There will be no 
vigil Masses on Sunday. 

† At Holy Cross there will be a 
Mass in English at 8:00 am 
and the usual 7:00 pm Mass 
will be in Spanish. 

† At St. Theresa the Mass will be at the usual time 
of 8:00 am. 

† At Sts. Peter and Paul the Mass will be at 5:30 
pm. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven, pray for us. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. Aug 14 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Louise Stremalu                                

by Lucy Williams  & Family 

Mon. Aug 15 The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

5:30 p.m. +Ellen Knaff by Altar Society 

Sun. Aug 21 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Bob & Mary Sondgeroth                    

by Peter Navin 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. Aug 21 Andy Wujek 

Sat.  Aug   06 2867 50.00 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger 
Simkins 

Sun.  Aug  07 1576 50.00 Collin & Megan Reeder 

Mon. Aug   08 3039 100.00 Drew Becker 

Tue. Aug  09 3023 50.00 Bonnie Kniss 

Wed. Aug   10 1049 50.00 James E. Schmidt 

Thur. Aug   11 1369 50.00 Andrew Leonard 

Fri.   Aug   12 0350 50.00 
Tom & Teresa 
Leffelman 

 

Collection for August 7, 2022 

Sunday Collection: $1,098.00 

I am the living bread that 

came down from heaven; 

whoever eats this bread 
will live forever; and 

the bread that I will 

give is my flesh for 

the life of the world. 

John 6:51 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

AUGUST 14, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Aug 14 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Elsie Donato                                      

by Dan & Joanna McConville 

Mon. Aug 15 The Assumption                                     
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Frank & Nancy Brodko 
Tues. Aug 16 St. Stephen of Hungary 
8:00 a.m. +Geraldine Sondgeroth                         

by Dennis & Linda Thompson 
Wed. Aug 17  
7:00 a.m. +Marv Buchanan                                  

by Brian & Deb Corrigan 
Thur. Aug 18  
8:00 a.m. +Elroy Lauer by Family 
Fri. Aug 19 St. John Eudes 
7:00 a.m. +Irene Larsen by Mike & Tina Romine 
Sat. Aug 20 St. Bernard 
5:00 p.m. +Wayne & Janet Ackerman 
Sun. Aug 21 Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Gary Cantlin by Marie Cantlin & Family 

Collection for August 7th 

Sunday Collection: 
Food Pantry: 

Memorial: 
Total: 

 
Cemetery: 

$2,146.00 
40.00 

           50.00 
$2,236.00 

 
0.00 

If Christ Jesus dwells in a man as his friend and 
noble leader, that man can endure all 
things, for Christ helps and strengthens us 
and never abandons us. He is a true friend. 

~ Saint Teresa of Avila 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, August 20th     Sunday, August 21st 

Lector: Mary Corel      Lector: Tom Gerber 

EMHC: Deacon      EMHC: Deacon 

The Earlville Police Department is hosting a cookout for 
the kids in the community on Saturday, August 13th at 
noon. They are looking for people to donate food, 
money, or even your time. For more information on how 
you can help, contact Gary Theis, Investigator with the 
Earlville Police Department. 
gary.theis@earlvillil.org 
312-961-7662 cell OR 815-538-4200 station 

Please mark your calendar!!! BLOOD DRIVE will be Thursday 

August 25 from 1 to 6 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church 

on East St in Earlville.    Please make an appointment. If you 

need help, let me know about what time and I can do it for 

you. Mary Sons 815-414-3241 

The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary on  

August 15th is not a Holy Day of Obligation this 

year. However, it is still a Holy Day so we will 

have a few more Masses that Monday. There will 

be no vigil Masses on Sunday. 

At Holy Cross there will be a Mass in English 

at 8:00 am, and the usual 7:00 pm Mass will be 

in Spanish. 

At St. Theresa the Mass will be at the usual time of 8:00 am.  

At Sts. Peter and Paul the Mass will be at 5:30 pm.  

Mary, Queen of Heaven, pray for us. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 



Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una 
boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le 
llevemos la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor 
llame a la oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

Aunque estoy afligido y pobre, sin 
embargo, el SEÑOR piensa en mi. Tu 
eres mi ayuda y mi libertador; Dios 

mío, no te detengas! 
Salmo 40,18

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
14 de Agosto 2022 

Vigésimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Lectores 
08/14 Jorge y Carmen Mandujano 
08/21 Trine y Lucy Arteaga 

Intenciones para Misa 
08/14:  12 p.m. +Marí a y Jessica Dí az por sus 

cumplean os 
08/21:  12 p.m. Feligreses 

He venido a prender fuego a 

la tierra, ¡y como me gustaría 

que ya estuviera ardiendo! 

~Lucas 12,49 



THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Assumption 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

08/07/22 

 
 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

           0.00 
$0.00 

   

No information available 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Aug   06 2687 50.00 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger 
Simkins 

Sun. Aug  07 1576 50.00 
Collin & Megan 
Reeder 

Mon. Aug   08 3039 100.00 Drew Becker 

Tue. Aug  09 3023 50.00 Bonnie Kniss 

Wed. Aug   10 1049 50.00 James E. Schmidt 

Thur. Aug  11 1369 50.00 Andrew Leonard 

Fri.   Aug   12 0350 50.00 
Tom & Teresa 
Leffelman 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
“Be careful, therefore, to take part only in 

the Eucharist; for there is only one Flesh 

of  our Lord Jesus Christ and one cup to 

unite us with His Blood.” 

~ St. Ignatius of  Antioch 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

 

https://mendotacatholic.org/


If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading 

at Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter 

for Mass, please drop a note in the collection with 

your name, telephone number, the ministry in 

which you would like to take part, and your Mass 

time preference(s). Even if you volunteered before, 

please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Cleaning Help Needed 

We would like to have some new volunteers to help 
with light cleaning duties in the church. 
You can choose which area and/or job that you 
prefer to clean. It would only be for about an hour 
once a week for a month. 
Cleaning begins after the 7 a.m. Mass on Thursdays. 
If you are interested, please call (815) 539-7682. 
Thank you very much! 

A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH 
Bishop Robert Barron 

I live in fire country. Every late summer and fall in southern 
California, we brace for blazes that chew their way through our 
forests. A few years ago, a particularly nasty conflagration—at 
the time the worst in the state’s history—chased me from my 
house. As the fire neared, I was standing on my front lawn, 
looking anxiously toward the hills where the flames were clearly 
evident. A retired fire captain, passing by in his car, shouted out 
to me, “Bishop, what are you still doing here? There are cinders 
flying everywhere, and this whole neighborhood could go up.” I 
learned as vividly as possible that year that fire, though 
splendid in its beauty, is also terrifying and dangerous. 

In the twelfth chapter of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus says, I have 
come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already 
blazing! He means to burn some things down, to clear some 
things out, to force some people to abandon their tranquil 
domesticity. If you doubt that his message here is more than a 
little threatening, look at what directly follows from it: Do you 
think that I have come to establish peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. 

Jesus, the Word of God made flesh, enters an off-kilter 
world. What is supposed to be ordered to the praise of God has 
become a place marked by selfishness, stupidity, violence, and 
cruelty. And therefore, the Lord necessarily appears as a threat 
to that world, a disruption, a sign of contradiction. To make way 
for him, lots of things have to give way. The intensity of his 
pure light readily sets much wood and underbrush afire. 

Just as he cleansed the Temple, turning over the tables of 
the money-changers who had defiled that holy place, so Jesus 
burns away our sin. But we sinners should never be afraid to 
approach that dangerous but finally purifying fire. 

MAGNIFICAT MAGAZINE, August 2022 p. 180 

“Now, behold, Mary leaves the earth and 

calling to mind the many graces she had 

received from her Lord, she looks on it 

affectionately. And now Jesus offers her 

His Hand and the Blessed Mother rises in 

the air, passes beyond the clouds and 

arrives at the gates of heaven.” 

~ St. Alphonsus Liguori 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thursday afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community 
before our meetings 
and any/all 
parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to 
join us in the church to 
pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the 
church. 

mailto:Kathleen.Steinz@osfhealthcare.org


“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

 

side the Catholic faith may have been erroneously taught that 
we Catholics worship our Blessed Mother just as we worship 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Of course, this is not true. 
We DO NOT worship Mary; we give her the highest honor and 
veneration over and above that of any other creature of 
God’s, but we do not worship her or put her on a level that is 
equal to the status that is reserved for God alone. 

Overcoming these obstacles, and many others, is a true 
stumbling block to entering fully into the faith. Consider 
people who have lived their lives coming from the Methodist, 
or Lutheran, or Baptist faith traditions, so very different from 
our own. We are a liturgical people, Lutherans are liturgical; 
we are Christ-centered people, Methodists are Christ-
centered people; we are a people of the Sacred Scriptures, 
Baptists are also a Scriptural people (though the Scriptures 
that make up the Protestant Bible are incomplete). 

 
We, as Christians, all share a commonality in that we 

believe that Jesus, the Christ, is the incarnate Son of the 
eternal Father—God. No matter whether one is Baptist, 
Methodist, Lutheran, Church of Christ, etc., etc., etc. we all  
believe that. However, as Catholics, we believe that Jesus 
Christ started One Church, even praying for its unity, as he 
proclaimed the establishment on the shoulders of the chief of 
the Apostles, Simon bar-Jonah, or more commonly known as 
Peter. We believe in something called Apostolic succession, 
whereby the teachings of the Church have been passed down 
through the ages beginning with the Apostles themselves, 
followed by their successors right down to our bishops today. 

We believe that Jesus started our Church in the early 
decades of the First Century, whereas the Lutheran church 
for example, finds its start as recently as 1517 when Martin 
Luther, an Augustinian monk tacked his 95 theses to the 
doors of the cathedral in Wittenberg, Germany, with every 
other Protestant denomination following that. A well-known 
deacon in the Catholic Church, Harold Burke-Sivers, says that 
Christianity has many denominations, but Catholicism isn’t 
one of them… the Catholic Church is The. Common. 
Denominator! It’s worth noting. 

The bottom line regarding this hard-to-understand 
statement of Jesus’ about being the cause of division is this, 
when someone decides to turn their life over to him as 
Creator and Redeemer, it can cause great strife within the 
bonds of many families. For support of this point of view, just 
check out the program, The Journey Home which can be seen 
on EWTN television, or at The Coming Home website: 
https://chnetwork.org/journey-home/ You will see many 
people who sacrificed a great deal to become faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ! 

Last 
week, the teaching from Jesus 
was on the vigilant and faithful 
servants awaiting the return of 
the master of the household. 
This week we hear Jesus 
saying that he came to sow 
division into the world, and 
that division would go so 
deeply as to effect 
families, where father will 
be set against son, mother 
against daughter, and 
mother-in-law against 
daughter-in-law. “I have 
come to set the earth on fire, 
and how I wish it were already blazing! There is a 
baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is 
my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that I 
have come to establish peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division… ” 

It doesn’t take any effort to look around the world today 
and see the divisions that separate the people of the earth. 
Here in our own country, we are severely divided along 
political and ideological lines, spiritual and theological lines 
against a secularist and relativistic understanding of life. We 
are most certainly severely divided. 

All of that is only a small part of what Jesus was talking 
about, I think. I am one who is really fascinated by the 
conversion stories of people who have given themselves the 
time and the space to ask themselves the deeper existential 
questions like, “Why am I here?” I think it’s one of the reasons 
I enjoy being so involved in the RCIA process. 

 
For many, many converts to Catholicism, the challenge of 

going against one’s family is very real, and a very serious 
consideration. For those who enter the Church from outside 
the Catholic tradition, there can be many obstacles to 
overcome. Obstacles like believing in the Real Presence of 
Christ, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist; obstacles like Marian doctrines where people out-

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross
https://chnetwork.org/journey-home/


“Like” us on  at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                            by Brian Corrigan 

 La semana pasada, la 
ensen anza de Jesu s fue sobre los 
siervos vigilantes y fieles que esperan 
el regreso del duen o de la casa. Esta 
semana escuchamos a Jesu s decir 
que vino a sembrar divisio n en el 
mundo, y que la divisio n serí a 
tan profunda que afectarí a a las 
familias, donde el padre se 
enfrentara  al hijo, la madre a 
la hija y la suegra a la nuera. 
“He venido a prender 
fuego a la tierra, ¡y cómo 
quisiera que ya estuviera 
ardiendo! Hay un bautismo 
con el cual debo ser 
bautizado, y ¡cuán grande es mi 
angustia hasta que se cumpla! ¿Creéis que he venido a 
establecer la paz en la tierra? No, te digo, sino más bien 
división…” 
No se necesita ningu n esfuerzo para mirar alrededor del 

mundo hoy y ver las divisiones que separan a la gente de la 
tierra. Aquí  en nuestro propio paí s, estamos severamente 
divididos en lí neas polí ticas e ideolo gicas, lí neas espirituales 
y teolo gicas contra una comprensio n secularista y relativista 
de la vida. Ciertamente estamos severamente divididos. 
Creo que todo eso es solo una pequen a parte de lo que Jesu s 

estaba hablando. Soy alguien que esta  realmente fascinado 
por las historias de conversio n de personas que se han dado 
el tiempo y el espacio para hacerse preguntas existenciales 
ma s profundas como: '¿Por que  estoy aquí ?' Creo que es una 
de las razones por las que disfruto estar tan involucrado en el 
proceso de RICA. 

 
Para muchos, muchos conversos al catolicismo, el desafí o 

de ir en contra de la familia es muy real y una consideracio n 
muy seria. Para aquellos que ingresan a la Iglesia desde fuera 
de la tradicio n cato lica, puede haber muchos obsta culos que 
superar. Obsta culos como creer en la Presencia Real de 
Cristo, Cuerpo, Sangre, Alma y Divinidad en el Sacramento de 
la Eucaristí a; obsta culos como las doctrinas marianas donde a 
las personas fuera de la fe cato lica se les puede haber 

ensen ado erro neamente que los cato licos adoramos a nuestra 
Santí sima Madre tal como adoramos a Dios, Padre, Hijo y Es-
pí ritu Santo. Por supuesto, esto no es cierto. NO adoramos a 
Marí a; le damos el ma s alto honor y veneracio n por encima de 
cualquier otra criatura de Dios, pero no la adoramos ni la po-
nemos en un nivel que sea igual al estado reservado solo para 
Dios. 
Superar estos obsta culos, y muchos otros, es un verdadero 

escollo para entrar de lleno en la fe. Considere a las personas 
que han vivido sus vidas viniendo de las tradiciones de fe me-
todista, luterana o bautista, tan diferentes a las nuestras. Somos 
un pueblo litu rgico, los luteranos somos litu rgicos; somos 
personas cristo-ce ntricas, los metodistas son personas cristo-
ce ntricas; somos un pueblo de las Sagradas Escrituras, los 
Bautistas tambie n somos un pueblo Escritural (aunque las 
Escrituras que componen la Biblia protestante esta n incom-
pletas). 

Nosotros, como cristianos, todos compartimos algo en comu n 
en el sentido de que creemos que Jesu s, el Cristo, es el Hijo en-
carnado del Padre eterno: Dios. No importa si uno es Bautista, 
Metodista, Luterano, Iglesia de Cristo, etc., etc., etc. Todos cree-
mos eso. Sin embargo, como cato licos, creemos que Jesucristo 
inicio  Una Iglesia, incluso orando por su unidad, ya que procla-
mo  el establecimiento sobre los hombros del jefe de los Apo s-
toles, Simo n bar-Jona s, o ma s comu nmente conocido como Pe-
dro. Creemos en algo llamado sucesio n aposto lica, mediante el 
cual las ensen anzas de la Iglesia se han transmitido a lo largo 
de los siglos, comenzando con los mismos Apo stoles, seguidos 
por sus sucesores hasta nuestros obispos de hoy. 
Creemos que Jesu s comenzo  nuestra Iglesia en las primeras 

de cadas del primer siglo, mientras que la iglesia luterana, por 
ejemplo, encuentra su comienzo en 1517 cuando Martí n Lu-
tero, un monje agustino, coloco  sus 95 tesis en las puertas de la 
catedral de Wittenberg, Alemania, con todas las dema s de-
nominaciones protestantes despue s de eso. Un dia cono muy 
conocido en la Iglesia Cato lica, Harold Burke-Sivers, dice que el 
cristianismo tiene muchas denominaciones, pero el catolicismo 
no es una de ellas... la Iglesia Cato lica es La. Comu n. 
¡Denominador! Vale la pena sen alar. 
La conclusio n con respecto a esta declaracio n difí cil de en-

tender de Jesu s acerca de ser la causa de la divisio n es esta, 
cuando alguien decide entregarle su vida a e l como Creador y 
Redentor, puede causar una gran lucha entre los lazos de mu-
chas familias. Para apoyar este punto de vista, solo consulte el 
programa The Journey Home que se puede ver en la televisio n 
EWTN, o en el sitio web The Coming Home: https://
chnetwork.org/journey-home/ Vera  a muchas personas que 
sacrificado mucho para convertirse en fieles discí pulos de Jesu-
cristo! 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross
https://chnetwork.org/journey-home/
https://chnetwork.org/journey-home/


 

 

 

Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription! To set up your 

free account visit  

formed.org/signup  

and select our parish. 

Does Original Sin MAKE Us Sin? 
† Are we compelled to sin by original sin? 
No. Man, though, is deeply wounded by original sin and is inclined 
to sin. Nevertheless, with God's help he is capable of doing good. 
In no single case are we obliged to sin. In fact, however, we sin 
again and again, because we are weak, ignorant, and easily misled. 
A sin committed under compulsion, moreover, would be no sin, 
because sin always involves a free decision. (YOUCAT question 69) 

Dig Deeper: CCC section (402-409) and other references here. 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

Sir Knight CORNelius wants to be sure you 
come and get some of his 
“Fresh-Picked and Mendota 
Grown” Sweet Corn at the 
corner of 8th Street 
and 6th Avenue. The 
corn will be available 
every Saturday from 8 till 
noon, until the corn is all 
gone! 

“
- ” 

 
Not a member yet?  

Scan the QR Code and 
become a member of 
the Knights of 

Columbus! 

https://formed.org/signup
http://www.catholiccrossreference.com/catechism/#!/search/402-409


“I have come to set the earth on fire.” Pope Benedict XVI 

wrote that the fire of Christ’s own Passion of love, “a 

fire that is to be handed on. Whoever comes close to 

him must be prepared to be burned. This is a fire that 

makes things bright and pure and free and grand. 

Being a Christian, then, is daring to entrust oneself to 

this burning fire.” The fire is set ablaze when we speak 

the truth, like the Prophet Jeremiah, who is punished 

for it. Christ comes to divide us from whatever keeps us 

from him, to rid us of every burden and sin that clings 

to us. We keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, waiting for him, 

trusting that he will put a new song of praise into our 

mouth. 

Magnificat Magazine: Sunday, August 14, 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Stephen of Hungary 

Stephen was born in 975, and at the age of twenty-
five he was crowned the first king of Hungary. He 
strove to Christianize the Hungarian tribes by 
founding monasteries, building churches, and abol-
ishing pagan laws. To his kingly accomplishments 
Stephen added the witness of a saintly family life. 
He, his wife Gisela, and his son Emeric are all vener-
ated in Hungary. It is said that Stephen wrote the 
Admonitions, letters of advice for Emeric: “Be humble 
in this life, that God may raise you up in the next. Be 
gentle so that you may never oppose justice. Be hon-
orable so that you may never voluntarily bring dis-
grace upon anyone.” 

Stephen died in 1038. 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


 

 

 

Tri-County Opportunities Council has opportunities available for 

seniors to serve in local classrooms as Foster Grandparents this 

fall. Volunteers must be age 55 or over, meet income guidelines 

and have a love for children and the community. Volunteers 

receive a small stipend and transportation to help offset their 

investment to volunteer. Please call 815-625-7830, ext. 610 for 

more information or visit tcochelps.org 

Jesus himself in the Garden of Olives said, when he was 
begging his Father to release him from the appalling suf-
fering that awaited him: My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
you will (Mt 26:39). And the cup did not go away, and 
Jesus, the Son of God, went through a heartrending 
Passion. God knows better than we do what is useful: 
health or sickness, wealth or poverty, respect or defa-
mation. We can and should pray when we are discour-
aged, but it is essential to defer to the will of God. 

If [your suffering] were to increase even one degree 
your glory in heaven for all eternity, then it would secure 
an infinite benefit. Life passes quickly, even suffering 
passes, while eternity will last forever. It is worth it. 

I invite you to give yourself to the divine Immaculate 
Mother, as a child to the best of mothers. Appeal to her 
with simplicity in all your worries, sufferings, and temp-
tations and she will happily accompany you throughout 
this short life. And how blessed death will be, under the 
cloak of the Immaculate! None of those who love her 
will be lost forever. Courage, then! 

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe († 1941) was a Conventual Franciscan 

priest who spread devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary through 

print and radio in Japan and his native Poland. He was 

martyred in Auschwitz. His feast day is August 14. 

http://tcochelps.org/


Beginning with the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, we will provide a kneeler 

in order that the faithful may 
receive the Holy Eucharist in a 
kneeling position, if they so 
desire. 

“Over the centuries the Church 

has always characterized the 
moment of Holy Communion 
with sacredness and the great-
est respect, forcing herself con-
stantly to develop to the best of 

her ability external signs that 
would promote understanding  

of this great sacramental mystery. In her loving and pastoral 
solicitude the Church has made sure that the faithful receive 
Holy Communion having the right interior dispositions, among 
which dispositions stands out the need for the Faithful to com-

prehend and consider interiorly the Real Presence of Him Whom 

they are to receive. (See The Catechism of Pope Pius X, nn. 628 & 

636). The Western Church has established kneeling as one of the 
signs of devotion appropriate to communicants. A celebrated 

saying of Saint Augustine, cited by Pope Benedict XVI in n. 66 of 

his Encyclical Sacramentum Caritatus, (“Sacrament of Love”), 

teaches: “No one eats that flesh without first adoring it; we 

should sin were we not to adore it” (Enarrationes in Psalmos 99, 9). 

Kneeling indicates and promotes the adoration necessary before 
receiving the Eucharistic Christ. 

From this perspective, the then-Cardinal Ratzinger assured that: 
"Communion only reaches its true depth when it is supported 

and surrounded by adoration" [The Spirit of the Liturgy (Ignatius 

Press, 2000), p. 90]. For this reason, Cardinal Ratzinger maintain
-ed that “the practice of kneeling for Holy Communion has in its 
favor a centuries-old tradition, and it is a particularly expressive 
sign of adoration, completely appropriate in light of the true, real 
and substantial presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ under the 
consecrated species” [cited in the Letter "This Congregation" of 

the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments, 1 July 1, 2002]. 
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/
ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html 

 

 

What’s Next? 
It takes time to kindle a living, loving relationship—and a 

relationship with Jesus Christ is no exception. That’s why the 

Eucharistic Revival allows three years for discernment, 

encounter, and grassroots response on the diocesan, parish, 

and individual levels. Find out what to expect along this 

journey:  

THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI   

June 19, 2022  
We launched our national response to the Lord’s call with 

widespread Eucharistic processions and adoration on the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 

YEAR OF DIOCESAN REVIVAL  

June 19, 2022 – June 11, 2023  
This first year of the Revival invites diocesan staff, bishops, 

and priests to respond to the Lord’s personal invitation and 

equips them to share this love with the faithful through 

Eucharistic congresses and events.  

YEAR OF PARISH REVIVAL  

June 11, 2023 – July 17, 2024  
The second phase will foster Eucharistic devotion at the 

parish level, strengthening our liturgical life through faithful 

celebration of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, missions, 

resources, preaching, and organic movements of the Holy 

Spirit.  

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS  

July 17-21, 2024  
At this historic event, more than 80,000 Catholics of all ages 

will gather in Indianapolis to reconsecrate their hearts to the 

source and summit of our faith. 

https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/ 

https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20070222_sacramentum-caritatis_en.html#Adoration_and_eucharistic_devotion
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/


 
 
 
 

A House Divided 

P 
EACE HAS BEEN A PERENNIAL DREAM of humanity over the 
course of history, and after the bloodshed of the 
twentieth century, it was even clearer that it is an 

essential necessity for the future survival of civilization. The 
wave of enthusiasm that swept over the western world in the 
60s and 70s among youth who were crying out for “peace and 
not war” were met, however, with new expressions of violence 
and the rise of terrorism and what appears in many respects 
to be a further fragmentation of society into an ever-
increasing polarization of the world. Nonetheless, the desire 
for peace remains, and the world has sought to build peace 
through tolerance and its own efforts of constructing the 
utopian dream that lives as an echo in our hearts. There is a 
sense of a reality that binds us together in some kind of 
common brotherhood, and a call to authentic communion with 
one another. But what can bridge the ever-growing social 
chasm and tensions? Who could bring together “right” and 
“left” of our own country? Where is the peace we long for? Or 
is it merely the wishful thinking of youthful idealism, a mirage 
in the desert of reality? Is there a place where one can see 
and encounter this longed for peace? 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. 
Do no t let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” 

John 14:27 

The Wounds of Polarization 
If one desires an icon of the violent divisions that can exist in 
the world, Nicaragua in the 1980s provides a potent image. A 
country decimated by civil war, brothers killing brothers, and 
most often without fully understanding why. Decades later, as I 
was serving there as a missionary priest I could still see the 
wounds of the war, but I also learned that during those bloody 
years a miracle occurred that no one could have anticipated or 
even believed possible. In the mountainous north where the 
fiercest battles were fought, on May 3rd of 1988, a Franciscan 
priest, Fray Odorico, celebrated Mass in the Valle de la 
Naranja (valley of the oranges). He invited to the Mass the 
soldiers of both the Contras and the Sandinistas, who at the 
beginning stood almost a football field distant from one another 
on either side of the valley as the Mass began in the open air 
upon an improvised altar. Fray Odorico called the two groups to 
come nearer and sit in their respective groups to his right and 
his left on either side of an imaginary aisle down the center of 
the two groups. The heaviness and tension on the faces of the  

 
 
 

 
 

soldiers weighed upon the atmosphere, but Fray Odorico 
celebrated the Mass as normal until following the consecration, 
he paused at the sign of peace looking out into the faces of 
these two groups of enemies. What he saw and what he did, 
however, reflected the reality of what God saw, what he sees, 
when he looks upon us. 

Our Common Desire 
At that moment Fr. Odorico walked down to the soldiers and 
taking the hand of a Contra and a Sandinista he brought them 
together and said words that we have heard a thousand times 
in Mass, “Let us offer each other the sign of peace.” In that 
moment the two men shook hands and then drew each other 
together into an embrace as tears began to stream down their 
faces. Following this, the other soldiers began one by one to 
enter into the “other side” and offer the sign of peace…the 
peace which they longed so desperately to find, the peace that 
we all desire. The place where this peace awaits is in fact in the 
place where God awaits us, the Eucharist, Jesus’ body, blood, 
soul and divinity made Present to us. Flowing out from this 
Mystery is the power to do what we on our own are incapable 
of doing—seeing the other and recognizing my “brother” and 
my “sister”, no matter who they vote for, what color their skin 
may be, what language they speak, or even what football team 
they root for (Go Dawgs!). 

A Fruit of His Presence 
In the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, we receive the greatest 
reconciliation possible, the healing of the separation between 
God and humanity due to sin. And because of our unity with 
Jesus’ Heart, the Heart of the Son of God, we are able to pray 
the words that he taught us, “Our Father.” In the Mass at La 
Naranja, all the soldiers prayed as one to their Father, and you 
couldn’t distinguish Contra from Sandinista because they were 
intermingled, and the aisle had disappeared after the sign of 
peace. In my recent years serving in Nicaragua one of the only 
places that I found the political factions of Nicaragua seated 
side by side was in Mass. This is the place where peace is 
possible, this is the place where peace is not a mere dream, in 
the communion of Christ’s Body gathered as one in his 
Eucharistic Presence. Peace is fruit of His Presence in our 
midst. If you are longing for peace and desire to see it, go to 
Mass this Sunday and sit next to the person in your parish who 
perhaps you struggle to love and look them in the eye and say, 
“Peace be with you.” 

The Eucharist: The Place Where Peace is Possible 
Fr. Malachy Napier, C.F.R. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

Come along and join the fun! 
, we will travel by bus to see 

Sister Act: The Musical at the Metropolis Performing 
Arts Centre in Arlington Heights. 

The bus will leave from the parking lot behind Holy Cross 
School at 12:00 noon. The performance is at 3:00 p.m. 
Dinner will follow at Cracker Barrel. 

Cost is $65.00 per person, which includes the play ticket and 
bus transportation. Dinner is on your own. Payment is due 
immediately. Questions? Call Nancy at 815.414.1644. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Pope Paul VI said, “Evangelizing is in fact the grace and 

vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists 

in order to evangelize.” We know that the Gospel has 

incredible power to transform hearts and lives, yet sometimes 

we are unsure of how to best bring this message to our parish 

community and those that we are called to minister to. 

 

In his 1987 

encyclical 

Redemptoris Mater 
(Mother of the 

Redeemer), Pope 

St. John Paul II 

wrote that “Mary 

guides the faithful 

to the Eucharist.” 

Read it here: 
Redemptoris Mater (25 
March 1987) | John Paul II 
(vatican.va) 

 

 
 

Watch the Course 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031987_redemptoris-mater.html?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_email=Omeda&utm_campaign=NL-National+Eucharistic+Revival&utm_term=9463B0063034C4T
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031987_redemptoris-mater.html?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_email=Omeda&utm_campaign=NL-National+Eucharistic+Revival&utm_term=9463B0063034C4T
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031987_redemptoris-mater.html?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_email=Omeda&utm_campaign=NL-National+Eucharistic+Revival&utm_term=9463B0063034C4T
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yMDE0NTY3ODc0NDc1MDcwODk5JmM9ejlwMCZlPTE5MjgmYj0xMDAzOTczMzg4JmQ9dDRjNmc5ag==.WlkRx_HSOsJx4YXzcejgPhvad6WDA7o1VvPVBUSoqcQ


 

 

 

WE’RE BACK IN THE 
CLASSROOM! 

After Labor Day, we will once again have religious edu-
cation in the school’s classrooms. Registration will be 
carried out online via the parish website:  
https://mendotacatholic.org beginning on August 14th. 

We look forward to reigniting the curious minds of our 
children, especially of interest in the faith! 

 

Despue s del Dí a del Trabajo, nuevamente tendremos 
educacio n religiosa en las aulas de la escuela. La ins-
cripcio n se realizara  en lí nea a trave s del sitio web de 
la parroquia: https://mendotacatholic.org a partir del 
14 de agosto. 

¡Esperamos volver a encender las mentes curiosas de 
nuestros nin os, especialmente de intere s en la fe! 

 

Teachers & Volunteers Needed 

We are in great need of teachers and teacher’s aides, and 
other volunteer staff members to help out in the classroom, 
and to assist generally with the logistics of dropping off and 
picking up of students before and after class. Please call the 
parish office in the afternoons for more information and to 
let us know of your interest in pitching in. We’ll make it easy 
to be prepared to address a classroom. Promise! 

Se necesitan maestros y voluntarios 

Tenemos una gran necesidad de maestros y ayudantes de 
maestros, y otros miembros voluntarios del personal para 
ayudar en el salo n de clases y para ayudar en general con la 
logí stica de dejar y recoger a los estudiantes antes y despue s 
de la clase. Llame a la oficina parroquial por las tardes para 
obtener ma s informacio n y para informarnos su intere s en 
colaborar. Haremos que sea fa cil estar preparado para 
dirigirse a un salo n de clases. ¡Promesa! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We finally have a Confirmation date! On Sunday, Octo-
ber 16th, our Bishop Louis Tylka will travel from 
Peoria to Holy Cross in Mendota to administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on those students who have 
been prepared over the course of the last school year. 

The time for the Mass of Confirmation will be at 2 p.m. 
Please keep an eye on the parish bulletin for infor-
mation regarding the scheduling of a Confirmation Re-
treat in which the Confirmandi can refresh and prepare 
to meet Bishop Lou. 

 

¡Por fin tenemos fecha de Confirmacio n! El domingo 16 
de octubre, nuestro obispo Louis Tylka viajará de 
Peoria a Holy Cross en Mendota para administrar el 
Sacramento de la Confirmacio n a aquellos estudiantes 
que se han preparado en el transcurso del u ltimo an o 
escolar. 

El horario de la Misa de Confirmacio n sera  a las 14:00 
horas. Este  atento al boletí n parroquial para obtener in-
formacio n sobre la programacio n de un Retiro de Con-
firmacio n en el que los Confirmandi pueden refrescarse 
y prepararse para encontrarse con el Obispo Lou. 

 

Saint John Eudes 

Born in 1601, John studied with the Jesuits at Caen, 
France, and was ordained as a priest of the Oratory. He 
founded the Society of Jesus and Mary (the Eudists) to 
provide priests for seminary education. John taught 
others to entrust themselves to the hearts of Jesus and 
Mary. To his priests: “Our wish, our object, our chief 
preoccupation must be to form Jesus in ourselves, to make 
his spirit, his devotion, his affections, his desires, and his 
disposition live and reign there. All our religious exercises 
should be directed to this end. It is the work which God 
has given us to do unceasingly.” John died in 1680. 

https://mendotacatholic.org
https://mendotacatholic.org


 

 

 

VOLUNTEER TEACHER 
CATECHISTS NEEDED! 

Can You Help? 

If you are someone who enjoys being around young people, 
if you are in love with your Catholic faith and have a desire 
to share that faith with the next generations, please consider 
talking to Brian Corrigan, Director of Religious Education, 
about what it would take to become a teacher-catechist. It’s 
much less daunting that most people think. 

We have the curriculum—a very good curriculum—and the 
teacher’s manuals to help prepare for class each week. The 
classes meet on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
We also like to have at least one adult support person in 
each class, so if someone doesn’t feel the call to teach but 
feels called to help out in some way, that support role just 
might be the way. 

As of this writing, it is supremely important for people to 
step up and volunteer to teach our children. Currently, we 
have 1st and 2nd Grade teachers onboard, so you can see 
there is a great need for the rest of the grade levels. 

If you think you might be interested, we ask you to please 
take it to prayer and let God illuminate your thoughts 
regarding how you might help. 

 

Glorified by Purity 
Mary’s sacred body, the throne of chastity, the temple of incarnate 
wisdom, the instrument of the Holy Spirit, and the seat of the 

power of the Most High, could not remain in the tomb. The 
triumph of Mary would have been imperfect if her holy body, which 
was in a way the source of her glory, had not participated in it. Let 
us admire this triumph and contemplate the three miracles that 
holy virginity worked in her. Holy virginity preserved her from 

corruption, and thus preserved her life. Holy virginity drew down 
upon her a heavenly influence that caused her to be raised up 
before 
poured out divine light upon her, and thus gave her glory. 

We must first consider that Jesus, our Savior, was united so 
closely to the Blessed Virgin that the union had to be accompanied by 

a perfect conformity of body and mind. Jesus sought his like, and this 
is why this Spouse of virgins wanted to have a virgin mother, so as to 
establish that resemblance as the foundation of their union. Yet we 

must not think that there was anything ordinary about Mary’s purity: 
it gave her perfect integrity of body and soul. This extraordinary grace 

was poured upon her like a heavenly dew, and it not only tempered 
the fires of concupiscence as it does in other Christians, but 
extinguished them altogether. That being so, how could the flesh of 

the Blessed Virgin be subject to corruption, since her perfect 
conformity with Jesus in her virginity of body and mind had removed 
the very principle of bodily corruption? 

Although God has marked out the time of the general 
resurrection of the dead, there are reasons that justify anticipating 
that time in favor of the Blessed Virgin. The sun ripens each fruit in its 

season, yet there are orchards so well tended that their fruit ripens 
early. There are also trees in the Spouse’s garden that bear their fruit 

sooner. Mary’s conformity with Jesus disposes her to receive a more 
prompt effect of his life-giving power. He became incarnate in this 
flesh, being charmed by her purity, and he loved this flesh so much 

that he remained within it for nine months. He will not allow it to 
remain in the tomb, but he will transport it to heaven, where it is 
arrayed with immortal glory. 

There is good reason to be assured that purity has a special power 
to contribute to the glory of the resurrected body. Consider then what 
brilliance and light will surround Mary, whose purity surpasses even 

that of the seraphim. There is not enough light in the world to trace 
even an image of it; all of nature’s luminous bodies must be gathered 

together to do so. She has the moon at her feet and a crown of stars 
around her head; the sun penetrates her and surrounds her with its 
rays. She is a woman clothed with the sun (Rv 12:1), so much glory and 

brilliance is required to adorn this purest of women. 
BISHOP JACQUES-BÉNIGNE BOSSUET 

Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet († 1704) known as the “Eagle of Meaux” was a 
French bishop, theologian, and renowned orator. 

Join Fr. Jeff Windy and Catholic Spirit Radio on a two day, September 29th-

30th Spiritual Journey from Bloomington-Normal to the Shrine and body of 

St. Theodora Guerin in Saint Mary of the Woods, Indiana. She is one of the 

six female saints in the United States. Lunch included. 

Then off to beautiful Canton, Ohio where we will spend the night; the next 

day we will visit the Mother Angelica birthplace and museum. We will have 

a wonderful catered lunch by “That Little Italian Kitchen” from the Fr. Leo 

show on EWTN. We will also visit the miracle house of the Servant of God, 

Rhonda Wise, and then depart at 4 p.m. for the return to Bloomington-

Normal. Cost is $360 (prior to August 18th), and includes transportation, 

breakfast and lunch both days, and hotel. For more details, check out 

catholicspiritradio.com. You can sign-up online. 

https://catholicpsiritradio.com


 

 

 

 
 

 

The Big Picture 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (commonly 

known as the R.C.I.A.) is the normal way that adults 

become full active members of the Catholic Church. 

The R.C.I.A. is more than a “convert class” with a new 

name. It looks different too. Special rites are celebrated 

during the Sunday liturgies at various times throughout the 

year. Adults involved in the R.C.I.A. may be dismissed each 

week after the homily to go and reflect on the Scriptures 

they have heard. The R.C.I.A. involves the whole parish — 

in prayer, as the rites are celebrated; in hospitality, as new 

members are welcomed; and in specific ministries such as 

sponsor, team members or dismissal leader. 

The most important thing to keep in mind about the 

R.C.I.A. is this: it is not merely a new way to prepare adults 

for baptism; baptism is only one step. The goal of the 

process is full communion, which means “full, conscious 

and active participation” (Second Vatican Council, Constitution 

on the Sacred Liturgy, #14) in the Eucharist and in the whole 

life of the Catholic faith community. 

Many persons who want to join the Catholic Church 

have already been baptized in another Christian church. 

They will not be rebaptized. They will be guided to a 

deeper familiarity with Catholic teachings and prayer 

through a process adapted to the particular needs and 

concerns of Christians from another faith tradition. 

The RCIA process will begin anew on September 11,  

2022. If you, or someone you know is interested in 

learning more about what the Catholic Church 

teaches, or may want to become Catholic, please speak 

with any of the deacons or our priests, or call the 

parish office at 815.538.6151 for more information. 

1st Annual Chili Cook-off 

On Thursday, September 8th, we 

decided to have some fun with all 

three parishes. We will have a Chili 

Cook-off! It’s the Blessed Virgin 

Mary’s birthday, but it is also the 

official start of the NFL season later  

that evening, so it seems like a good night for competition. Over the 

next few weeks Fr. Jeff will take entries from each of our parishes. 

We ask you to make a normal size crockpot of chili to share. First, 

the judges will judge the best chili without knowing who brought it, 

so please, if you mark your crockpot, mark it underneath. So if you 

are chili chef and want a night of good family fun, join us at Ss. Peter 

& Paul’s gym where different “tasting stations” will be set up. There 

will be games of bags set up around the gym if chili isn’t your 

competitive edge, and of course prizes and bragging rights for the 

winner and their parish! We will provide drinks and the toppings for 

the chili. This is Fr. Jeff’s idea, and he would like some volunteers to 

help with set-up. Please let him know if you can help. Hopefully this 

will be a great and fun event we can do together for many years!! So 

enter your chili now...and find out if you’re the best!!! See Fr. Jeff 

for entry info asap and get your ingredients ready. It will also be the 

only night Fr. Pilon will be able to brag about his Detroit Lions, 

because then the season will begin!!! 

 

Also on that same evening, we will have the Knights of Columbus 

Volunteer Recognition event. The distribution of the proceeds from 

the Sweet Corn sales will be made known, including the funds 

earned for the various participating organizations. 

If you were a volunteer for this year’s corn sales, wear your shirt to 

show your support for the Knights of Columbus charitable giving.       

We hope you will join us for this event too! 



Father in heaven,  

all creation rightly gives you praise,  

for all life and all holiness come 

from you.  

In the plan of your wisdom she 

who bore the Christ  

in her womb was raised body 

and soul  

in glory to be with him in 

heaven.  

May we follow her example in 

reflecting your holiness and join in 

her hymn of endless love and praise.  

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 

Amen. 

Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

Are you ready for some sweet treats?  The 
Altar Society ladies are preparing to make 
treats for our booth at the Sweet Corn 
Festival to be held on Saturday, August 
13th starting at 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  We will 
also sell bottles of cold water to help 

refresh the people at the festival. 

We invite you to visit our booth on Indiana Avenue across from 
the Elks. 

If you wish to donate baked cookies, muffins, brownies or 
anything that can be packaged in small bags, please call Nancy 
at 815-414-1644.  Cash donations will also be accepted.  Thank 
you for helping support our fundraiser!  We will use the profits to 
fund church projects.  See you at the festival! 
  Nancy Goble, President 

† From Hope Life Center: 
Konney is planning to abort. Please pray! 

† Francey came to undecided about her pregnancy. At her last 

appointment, Francey shared that she wanted to parent. 

Praise God, please continue to pray! 

† Konnie is still planning to abort. Please continue to pray! 

† Stacey is at-risk for an abortion. Please pray! 

† Kelly is planning to abort. Please pray! 

† Preslee came to us undecided about her pregnancy, and is 

still in need of prayers. Please pray! 

† Shanenne told her nurse that she’s choosing life! Praise God! 

† If it seems as though you are seeing an uptick in the number 

of requests we are receiving, trust your vision. A local 

parishioner who attends a weekly Pro-Life Rosary on 

Thursday mornings in Ottawa, across from the Planned 

Parenthood location indicated that the pro-abortion cohort 

has begun appearing during the rosary. 

It is unclear if this is to intimidate, or just what the reason is 

for the appearance. But the bottom line is this: we need to 

pray just as fervently for those who support abortion. Our 

Lord said, “Forgive them Father, for they know not what 

they do.” 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions, please 

call Nancy Kaiser at 815.539.6656. You can also 

sign up to get them immediately as they come in 

by joining the Prayer Chain on Flocknote. Call the 

parish office for more information. 

Remember to wish Fr. Pilon,  
our pastor,  

a Happy Birthday  
this weekend! 

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 

A chance to win money and help our school! 




