


HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, August 28th 22nd Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +Geraldine Sondgeroth by Michelle Stouffer 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Gary & Jean Dau ’s 45th 

Wedding Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Marge Sondgeroth     

by Family 
10:30 a.m. +Lynn Erickson by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Leopoldo, Perfecto, María 

 de Jesús Covarrubias 
Monday, August 29th Passion of Saint John         

the Baptist 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Ellen Knaff                     

 by Gary & Rose Rose 
7:00 p.m. +Robert Sondgeroth by Lorrain Ethridge 
Tuesday, August 30th  
7:00 a.m. +Wayne & Janet Ackerman by Bruce & Jan Full 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Paul Hughes                    

 by Jack & Kathy Cantlin 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, August 31st  
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Debra Funfsinn by Jan, 

 Judy, Jeff, and Jason Schuster 
8:00 a.m. +Lawrence & Josephine Amfahr 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions  
Thursday, Sept 1st  
7:00 a.m. +Mary Jo Leonard by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jane Kuczek                    

 by Frank & Nancy Brodko 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions 
Friday, Sept 2nd  
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Joe & Louise Stremlau      

 by Lucy Williams 
8:15 a.m. School Mass +Evelyn Michel                     

by Mahaffey & Setchell Families 
Saturday, Sept 3rd St. Gregory the Great 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Mark & Juli Wixom 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Robert & Catherin Taylor by Family 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Fr. Dick Brunskill               

 by Mike & Debbie Kent 
Sunday, Sept 4th 23rd Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +Parishioners 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Collin Reeder and All Serv-

ing in the Military by Dick & Mary McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Jerry Cassidy           

  by Mary Hardy 
10:30 a.m. +Judy Stiel 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Por la alma de David Olguín 

por Familia 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Sept 3 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept 4 J. Kahl 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept 4 M. Heitmann 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Sept 10 B. Corrigan 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept 11 R. Bergmark 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept 11 C. Fischer 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 
briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com
mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
mailto:mlflahive53@comcast.net


$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. Aug 28 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Marge Sondgeroth by Family 

Sun. Sept 4 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Jerry Cassidy by Mary Hardy 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. Sept 4 Steve Stremlau 

Sat.  Aug   20 1760 50.00 Otto Stephenitch 

Sun.  Aug  21 2792 50.00 The Schwemleins 

Mon. Aug   22 3140 100.00 Rose Buster 

Tue. Aug  23 0337 50.00 Ella Lewis 

Wed. Aug   24 2084 50.00 Jeff Smith 

Thur. Aug   25 2756 50.00 Rita Jones 

Fri.   Aug   26 1102 50.00 Steve Weber 

 

Collection for August 21, 2022 

Sunday Collection: 
 

$1,197.00 
 

Thank you for your support. 

The parish farm donations and income 

go towards the education of our 

parish families’ children. 

We currently have 11 students in K-8 

and 5 students in Preschool. 

 

 

Save the Date! 

40 Hour Devotion 

September 12th thru 14th 

at Holy Cross. 

To begin after the 7 p.m. Mass 

on Monday the 12th. 

 

 

Really partaking of the body of the Lord in the 
breaking of the Eucharistic bread, we are taken up 
into communion with Him and with one another. 

~ Lumen Gentium, No. 7 

Sign-Up for the Chili Cook-Off   
(If you dare) Seriously, we’re in for a 

good time and good food to 
help us celebrate Our 
Lady’s Birthday! Sign up in 

the vestibule... 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

AUGUST 28, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Aug 28 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Gary & Jean Dau’s 45th Anniversary 

Mon. Aug 29 The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 
8:00 a.m. +Ellen Knaff by Gary & Rose Rose 
Tues. Aug 30  
8:00 a.m. +Paul Hughes by Jack & Kathy Cantlin 
Wed. Aug 31  
7:00 a.m. +Debra Funfsinn                                  

by Jan, Judy, Jeff, and Jason Schuster 
Thur. Sept 1  
8:00 a.m. +Jane Kuczek by Frank & Nancy Brodko 
Fri. Sept 2  
7:00 a.m. +Joe & Louise Stremlau by Lucy Williams 
Sat. Sept 3 St. Gregory the Great 
5:00 p.m. +Fr. Dick Brunskill by Mike & Debbie Kent 
Sun. Sept 4 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Collin Reeder and All Serving in the 

Military by Dick & Mary Lee McConville 

Collection for August 21st 

Sunday Collection: 
Assumption: 

Candles: 
Food Pantry: 
Capital Imp.: 

Total: 
 

Cemetery: 

$1,140.00 
57.00 
27.00 
70.00 

           20.00 
$1,314.00 

 
30.00 

“How friendly all men would be one 
with another, if no regard were paid 
to honour and money! I believe it 
would be a remedy for everything.” 

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, Sept. 3rd       Sunday, Sept 4th 

Lector:            Lector:  

EMHC:        EMHC:  

Sign-Up for the Chili Cook-Off   
(If you dare) Seriously, we’re in for a 

good time and good food to 
help us celebrate Our 
Lady’s Birthday! Sign up in 

the vestibule... 

 We are planning another outdoor Mass on Saturday, October 15 

with a Fall Fest  to follow. We will serve brats & hot dogs; 

advance tickets are available for $10 for a brat dinner, or $5 for a 

hot dog dinner. We will also have a 50/50 drawing! 

 The Outside Door of the Mother’s Chapel has been redone and will 

now be open for use. 

 We are hosting a “Socksgiving”! There is a need for warm socks for 

PADS (homeless shelter in Ottawa/Peru). We will put baskets in 

the entryways of the church to deposit your donation. Please pick 

up a pair of warm socks for any age when you shop and help our 

drive in November. 

 There will be a potluck in January. This will include Bingo... 

Save the Date! 

40 Hour Devotion 

September 12th thru 14th 

at Holy Cross. 

To begin after the 7 p.m. Mass 

on Monday the 12th. 

No information available 



Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una 
boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le 
llevemos la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor 
llame a la oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

Llevad mi yugo sobre 
vosotros, dice el Señor, y 
aprended de mi, que soy 

manso y humilde de 
corazón. 

~ Mateo 11,29ab

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
28 de Agosto 2022 

Vigésimo Segundo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Lectores 
08/28 Sergio y Yolanda Mandujano 
09/04 Jose  Mandujano 

Intenciones para Misa 
08/28:  12 p.m. +Leopoldo, Perfecto, Marí a de Jesu s 

Covarrubias 
09/04:  12 p.m. +Por la Alma de David Olguí n 

Porque todo el que se enaltece 

será humillado, pero el que se 

humilla será enaltecido. 

~Lucas 14,11 



THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Assumption 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

08/21/22 

 
 

$5,981.83 
170.00 
163.00 
35.00 

       92.00 
$6,441.83 

   

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Aug   20 1760 50.00 Otto Stephenitch 

Sun. Aug  21 2792 50.00 The Schwemleins 

Mon. Aug   22 3140 100.00 Rose Buster 

Tue. Aug  23 0337 50.00 Ella Lewis 

Wed. Aug   24 2084 50.00 Jeff Smith 

Thur. Aug  25 2756 50.00 Rita Jones 

Fri.   Aug   26 1102 50.00 Steve Weber 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
“Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament has His 

hands full of  graces, and He is ready to 

bestow them on anyone who asks for them.” 

~ St. Peter of  Alcantara 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

 

Insurance  --  All Lines 
713 Washington St.  815-539-5351  Fax: 815-538-2614 

E-mail: fsi@mtco.com 

https://mendotacatholic.org/


If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading 

at Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter 

for Mass, please drop a note in the collection with 

your name, telephone number, the ministry in 

which you would like to take part, and your Mass 

time preference(s). Even if you volunteered before, 

please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Cleaning Help Needed 

We would like to have some new volunteers to help 
with light cleaning duties in the church. 
You can choose which area and/or job that you prefer 
to clean. It would only be for about an hour once a 
week for a month. 
Cleaning begins after the 7 a.m. Mass on Thursdays. 
If you are interested, please call (815) 539-7682. 
Thank you very much! 

SAINT WHO? 
  Saints Who Suffered for a Tenet of the Faith 

Saint Melchiades 
Pope and martyr († 314)         Feast: January 10 

Melchiades (or Miltiades) became pope in 311. A man of 
peace, a “father of Christians,” he helped to lead the Church 
through the final days of Diocletian’s persecutions: a series of 
edicts aimed to crush the life out of the young Church. 
Melchiades did not die in the persecution, but lived to see the 
Edict of Milan and receive the Lateran Palace from Emperor 
Constantine. 

New problems quickly arose. There were clerics who had 
complied with the edicts, and a group known as the Donatists 
were unwilling to accept them as valid ministers of the 
sacraments. Purists—who even went so far as to seek a 
martyr’s crown through coercion or suicide—they appointed 
their own bishops, and insisted on rebaptism for Christians who 
had been baptized by the “unworthy.” 

Melchiades condemned the error of rebaptism, confirming 
the Church’s teaching that the worthiness of the minister does 
not affect the validity of the sacrament. In cities with rival 
bishops, he ordered that only the senior bishop stay in office. 
He died in 314 and, in an interesting contrast to the Donatists, 
was awarded a martyr’s crown without shedding this blood. His 
name means “crimson,” and he is honored by the Church as 
representative of the triumph of all the martyrs of the Diocletian 
persecutions. 

Prince of Peace, through the intercession of 
Saint Melchiades, deliver us from merciless persecutions, 

and help us all to remain faithful to our baptism. 

MAGNIFICAT MAGAZINE, August 2022 p. 418 

“Therefore, brothers, if we wish to reach the highest peak of 

humility and soon arrive at the heavenly heights, we must, by 

our good deeds, set up a ladder like Jacob’s, upon which he 

saw angels climbing up and down. … Without doubt, we 

should understand that climbing as showing us that we go up 

by humbling ourselves and down by praising ourselves… We 

may think of the sides of the ladder as our body and soul, 

the rungs as the steps of humility and discipline we must 

climb…”       

          Saint Benedict of Nursia 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thursday afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community 
before our meetings 
and any/all 
parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to 
join us in the church to 
pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the 
church. 

mailto:Kathleen.Steinz@osfhealthcare.org


(Continued next page) 
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of people who have been given very vivid visions of hell, 
including the vision the children at Fatima were given by our 
Blessed Mother. I had a reunion of sorts with some of my 
Holy Cross classmates last Saturday night, and one of the 
guys, in a moment of candor, told me he just doesn’t believe 
that God would or could send someone to hell. That 
conversation has been weighing on me since then. It just 
wasn’t the time or place to have a conversation about such 
deep matters of faith. I wanted so badly to tell him that God 
does not send anyone to hell, that we end up there of our own 
choosing. 

Reading the book about the dogma of hell illustrates just 
how little we really understand the terms of the torture and 
punishment due to every soul that will spend their eternity 
there. 

Saint Benedict, the man who 
established monasticism in the 
Western Church devised a rule, that 
could really be seen as the first 
Twelve-Step program; and the best thing is this program, if 
followed sincerely, will lead to a life of happiness. Let’s take a 
quick look: 
1. Obey all of God’s commandments; understand that God is 

God and you’re not. 
2. Don’t seek to please yourself. Don’t take the best seat, the 

biggest slice of the pie, etc., rather seek to take up the 
lowest position, or make sure everyone else is fed before 
you; whatever your inclination is to please yourself, learn 
to go against that inclination. 

3. Obedience to your superior, whether in religious life or 
your parents at home… 

4. No complaining; in other words, have perseverance of 
anything and everything that is inflicted on you by others. 
(Think of how Jesus acted in his trial and Passion.) 

5. Make a regular humble and thorough confession; is there 
anything more humiliating to oneself than admitting our 
sins? 

6. Accept crude and/or harsh tasks. This means no 
grumbling. Think of the Nike slogan—”Just Do It!” 

7. Confess that you are inferior to others: Begin to actually 
believe it in your heart, and try see others in a judgment 
of exaltation rather than inferiority. 

8. Have a strict observance for a Rule of Life. In this case, we 
are talking about the Benedictine Rule; but we could also 
be talking about a rule of the family, or a rule of the home. 

9. Practice silence. Speak only when necessary. 
10. Show restraint from laughter and frivolity. Too much 

and 
only invited strangers? Who has, right? It just seems 
too natural to start the invitations with family and 
friends, and then we also try to make sure we have 

included those people of influence and high esteem. One 
thing we do not do is invite the poor, the lame, the blind, or in 
any way in need. The first parable that Jesus gives in today’s 
Gospel tells us we are doing it all wrong! After two-thousand 
years, don’t you think we might have mastered this by now? 

As children, when we celebrate the birthday of a 
classmate, isn’t it always the case that we want to be sure we 
invite the most popular kid? That makes it easier to invite the 
rest when they know Suzy Shiningstar or Greg Grandstand 
will also be coming. When we hold a backyard barbecue, 
don’t we often calculate the cost of inviting the boss and his 
wife? It’s just natural human nature to want to invite those 
who are of a more “elite” social status to ensure we too are in 
the “in-crowd”. Again, Jesus tells us we have it backwards. 

We need to lose our sense of self-importance and forget 
about the idea of getting a return of favor from our guests. 
Jesus says, “Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; (and here is the 
really important part of this lesson) blessed indeed will 
you be because of their inability to repay you. For you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” In 
other words, don’t take any action with an eye toward how 
you might be repaid, rather do it because it’s the right thing 
to do! If we can train ourselves to act from that perspective, 
then Jesus promises we will be repaid at the “resurrection of 
the righteous,” e.g., the last day… Judgment Day. 

I have been reading a book entitled The Dogma of Hell: 
Illustrated by Facts Taken from Profane And Sacred 
History by Fr. F.X. Schouppe, S.J. I mention this as it comes 
on the heels of last weeks Gospel message to strive to enter 
through the narrow gate. The book is chock-full of accounts 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross
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invitar al nin o ma s popular? Eso hace que sea ma s fa cil 
invitar al resto cuando saben que Suzy Shiningstar o Greg 
Grandstand tambie n asistira n. Cuando hacemos una 
barbacoa en el patio trasero, ¿no solemos calcular el costo de 
invitar al jefe y su esposa? Es natural que la naturaleza 
humana quiera invitar a aquellos que tienen un estatus social 
ma s 'elite' para asegurarse de que nosotros tambie n estemos 
en la 'multitud'. Una vez ma s, Jesu s nos dice que lo tenemos al 
reve s. 

Necesitamos perder nuestro sentido de la importancia 
personal y olvidarnos de la idea de obtener una devolucio n 
del favor de nuestros invitados. Jesu s dice: “Más bien, 
cuando celebréis un banquete, invitad a los pobres, a los 
lisiados, a los cojos, a los ciegos; (y aquí  esta  la parte 
realmente importante de esta leccio n) bienaventurados 
seréis por su incapacidad para pagaros. Porque serás 
recompensado en la resurrección de los justos.” En otras 
palabras, no tome ninguna accio n con miras a co mo se le 
puede pagar, ¡ma s bien ha galo porque es lo correcto! Si 
podemos entrenarnos para actuar desde esa perspectiva, 
entonces Jesu s promete que seremos recompensados en la 
'resurreccio n de los justos', por ejemplo, el u ltimo dí a... el Dí a 
del Juicio. 

He estado leyendo un libro titulado El Dogma del 
Infierno: Ilustrado por Hechos Tomados de la Historia 
Profana y Sagrada por el Padre. F.X. Schouppe, S. J. Menciono 
esto porque viene inmediatamente despue s del mensaje del 
Evangelio de la semana pasada de esforzarnos por entrar por 
la puerta estrecha. El libro esta  repleto de relatos de 
personas a las que se les han dado visiones muy ví vidas del 
infierno, incluida la visio n que nuestra Santí sima Madre les 
dio a los nin os en Fa tima. Tuve una especie de reunio n con 
algunos de mis compan eros de clase de Holy Cross el sa bado 
por la noche, y uno de los muchachos, en un momento de 
franqueza, me dijo que simplemente no cree que Dios enví e o 
pueda enviar a alguien al infierno. Esa conversacio n me ha 
estado pesando desde entonces. Simplemente no era el 
momento ni el lugar para tener una conversacio n sobre 
asuntos de fe tan profundos. Tení a muchas ganas de decirle 
que Dios no enví a a nadie al infierno, que terminamos allí  por 
nuestra propia eleccio n. 

Leer el libro sobre el dogma del infierno ilustra cua n poco 
entendemos realmente los te rminos de la tortura y el castigo 
debido a cada alma que pasara  su eternidad allí . 

San Benito, el hombre que establecio  el monacato en la 
Iglesia occidental, ideo  una regla que realmente podrí a verse 
como el primer programa de Doce Pasos; y lo mejor es que 

laughter and frivolity can be a way of calling too much 
attention to oneself, which goes against the idea of 
humility. 

11. Speaking few words, using simplicity and seriousness. 
This is tied to the previous rule in that according to 
Benedict, we are called to show some restraint. 

12. Show humility of heart and in appearance and action. In 
other words, don’t just think about yourself in terms of 
humility, but actually live it out. Dr. Brant Pitre says of 
this rule, that we should not only talk the talk, but that we 
should walk the walk, as well. 

y solos ha invitado a extran os? ¿Quie n tiene, verdad? 
Simplemente parece demasiado natural comenzar 

las invitaciones con familiares y amigos, y luego tambie n 
tratamos de asegurarnos de haber incluido a esas personas 
de influencia y alta estima. Una cosa que no hacemos es 
invitar a los pobres, a los cojos, a los ciegos oa los necesitados 
de cualquier manera. La primera para bola que da Jesu s en el 
Evangelio de hoy nos dice que lo estamos haciendo todo mal. 
Despue s de dos mil an os, ¿no crees que podrí amos haber 
dominado esto ahora? 

De nin os, cuando celebramos el cumplean os de un 
compan ero de clase, ¿no siempre queremos estar seguros de 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross
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este programa, si se sigue con 
sinceridad, conducira  a una 
vida de felicidad. Echemos un 
vistazo ra pido: 
1. Obedecer todos los 

mandamientos de Dios; 
entiende que Dios es Dios 
y tu  no lo eres. 

2. No busques complacerte a ti mismo. No tome el mejor 
asiento, la porcio n ma s grande del pastel, etc., ma s bien 
busque ocupar la posicio n ma s baja, o asegu rese de que 
todos los dema s sean alimentados antes que usted; 
cualquiera que sea tu inclinacio n a complacerte a ti 
mismo, aprende a ir en contra de esa inclinacio n. 

3. Obediencia a tu superior, ya sea en la vida religiosa o a tus 
padres en casa… 

4. Sin quejarse; en otras palabras, ten perseverancia en 
cualquier cosa y en todo lo que te inflijan los dema s. 
(Piensa en co mo actuo  Jesu s en su prueba y Pasio n). 

5. Haz una confesio n regular, humilde y completa; ¿Hay algo 
ma s humillante para uno mismo que admitir nuestros 
pecados? 

6. Aceptar tareas rudimentarias y/o duras. Esto significa 
que no hay quejas. Piensa en el eslogan de Nike: 
“¡Simplemente hazlo!” 

7. Confiesa que eres inferior a los dema s: comienza a creerlo 
de verdad en tu corazo n y trata de ver a los dema s en un 
juicio de exaltacio n en lugar de inferioridad. 

8. Tener una estricta observancia de una Regla de Vida. En 
este caso, estamos hablando de la Regla Benedictina; pero 
tambie n podrí amos estar hablando de una regla de la 
familia, o una regla del hogar. 

9. Practica el silencio. Habla solo cuando sea necesario. 
10. Mostrar moderacio n de la risa y la frivolidad. Demasiadas 

risas y frivolidades pueden ser una forma de llamar 
demasiado la atencio n sobre uno mismo, lo que va en 
contra de la idea de humildad. 

11. Hablando pocas palabras, utilizando la sencillez y la 
seriedad. Esto esta  ligado a la regla anterior en que, segu n 
Benedicto, estamos llamados a mostrar cierta 
moderacio n. 

12. Mostrar humildad de corazo n y en apariencia y accio n. En 
otras palabras, no solo pienses en ti mismo en te rminos 
de humildad, sino ví vela. El Dr. Brant Pitre dice de esta 
regla, que no solo debemos hablar por hablar, sino que 
tambie n debemos caminar por el camino. 

 

¡SE NECESITAN MAESTROS 
CATEQUISTAS VOLUNTARIOS! 

¿Puede usted ayudar? 
Si usted es alguien que disfruta estar rodeado de jo venes, si 
esta  enamorado de su fe cato lica y tiene el deseo de 
compartir esa fe con las pro ximas generaciones, considere 
hablar con Brian Corrigan, Director de Educacio n Religiosa, 
sobre lo que se necesitarí a. convertirse en maestro-
catequista. Es mucho menos desalentador que la mayorí a de 
la gente piensa. 
Tenemos el plan de estudios, un muy buen plan de estudios, y 
los manuales del maestro para ayudar a preparar la clase 
cada semana. Las clases se reu nen los mie rcoles por la noche 
de 6 a 7:30 p. m. Tambie n nos gusta tener al menos una 
persona adulta de apoyo en cada clase, de modo que si 
alguien no siente el llamado a ensen ar pero se siente llamado 
a ayudar de alguna manera, ese rol de apoyo podrí a ser el 
camino. 
Al momento de escribir este artí culo, es sumamente 
importante que las personas se ofrezcan como voluntarias 
para ensen ar a nuestros hijos. Actualmente, tenemos 
maestros de 1.° y 2.° grado a bordo, por lo que pueden ver 
que hay una gran necesidad para el resto de los niveles de 
grado. 
Si cree que podrí a estar interesado, le pedimos que ore y deje 
que Dios ilumine sus pensamientos con respecto a co mo 
podrí a ayudar. 
Necesitamos ma s hablantes bilingu es para ayudar con 
nuestro programa. 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

 

Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription! To set up your 

free account visit  

formed.org/signup  

and select our parish. 

Why is Jesus “The Only-Begotten  
Son of God”? 

† What does it mean to say that Jesus is “The Only-Begotten 
Son of God”? 

When Jesus calls himself "God's only-begotten Son" (or "only Son", 
Jn 3:16) and Peter and others bear witness to this, the expression 
means that of all human beings only Jesus is more than a man and 
has a unique relationship to God, his Father. 
In many passages of the New Testament (Jn 1:14, 18; 1 Jn 4:9; Heb 
1:2, and so on) Jesus is called "Son". At his baptism and his 
Transfiguration, the voice from heaven calls Jesus "my beloved Son". 
Jesus discloses to his disciples his unique relationship to his 
heavenly Father: "All things have been delivered to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and any one to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him" (Mt 11:27). The fact that Jesus Christ really 
is God's Son comes to light at the Resurrection. (YOUCAT 
question 74) 

Dig Deeper: CCC section (441-445) and other references here. 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

The next Council meeting will be held on 

Thursday, September 1st. We will begin 

with a meal at 6 p.m., and have our 

meeting immediately following. 

Not a member yet?  
Scan the QR Code and become a 
member of the  
Knights of Columbus! 

https://formed.org/signup
http://www.catholiccrossreference.com/catechism/#!/search/441-445


Sirach counsels, “conduct your affairs with humility. 

Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you 

will find favor with God.” Christ promises that “the one 

who humbles himself will be exalted.” Why is humility 

an integral part of Christian righteousness? Humility 

keeps us mindful of the gift we have been given: to 

approach “Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant.” 

Thus, humility is not defeatism or a false sense of 

worthlessness, but a recognition of our true worth in 

Christ. “It is a calm, clear-sighted virtue, not to be 

seduced by the tempting prospect of earthly greatness 

at the cost of spiritual greatness. Humility gives us 

spiritual common sense, enabling us to see and to act 

towards things as they are” (Father Walter Farrell, o.p.). 

Magnificat Magazine: Sunday, August  28, 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist reveals that to 
die for the truth is not to die in vain. John the 
Baptist’s courageous preaching about the truth of 
marriage earned him imprisonment and death—but 
now he reigns gloriously with Christ who conquered 
death. Herod, we are told, had even enjoyed listening 
to John. If only Herod had realized that the 
repentance John preached was not merely a nice 
idea but a life-changing possibility for him, too! Saint 
John the Baptist, pray for us. Pray that we persevere 
in fidelity to the truth of the Gospel, and that we 
never doubt the mercy of God.  

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


We are looking for greeters to offer hospitality and 

welcome people to our Masses during the weekends and to 

hand out bulletins before all the Masses. It would be great 

to have at least two people at each weekend Mass. If God is 

calling you to this ministry in our parish, see Fr. Jeff or call 

the parish office. We are also still in need of Lectors and 

Altar Servers. If you have a child who has made their First 

Holy Communion and would like to have him/her serve 

Mass, please let us know. We would like to have a large 

group of altar servers. We can have up to five servers at 

each Mass! 

Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

Principal  -  Mike Struna 

Secretary  -  Therese Thomas 

Pre-K3  -  14 Students  Pre-K4  -  33 Students 

Amanda Bresley  -  Teacher 

Jenifer Bresley  -  Aid 

Mackenzie Hoffman  -  Aid 

Kindergarten  -  13 Students 

Patricia Williams  -  Teacher 

Grade 1  -  8 Students 

Cheryl Connelly  -  Teacher 

Grade 2  -  19 Students 
Jennifer Weber  -  Teacher 

Grade 3  -  11 Students 
Laura Knapp  -  Teacher 

Grade 4  -  16 Students 
Katie Henkel  -  Teacher 

Grade 5  -  12 Students 
Laura Doyle  -  Teacher 

Grade 6  -  16 Students 
Steven Patrick  -  Teacher 

Grade 7  -  22 Students 
Kylie Hornung  -  Teacher 

Grade 8  -  9 Students 
Sarah Motter  -  Teacher 

Diane Barr  -  Aid 
Karen Happ  -  Technology Teacher 
Bill Booker  -  Physical Education Teacher 
Chris Engels  -  Janitor 

Day Care: Julie Winner, Cathy Sondgeroth,          
Mackenzie Hoffman, Grace Jackson 

We are in need of an additional teacher and aids. We also 
have a part-time opening in daycare. If you are interested, 
or know of someone who might be, please [have them] 
contact Mr. Struna. 



Beginning with the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, we will provide a kneeler 

in order that the faithful may 
receive the Holy Eucharist in a 
kneeling position, if they so 
desire. 

“Over the centuries the Church 

has always characterized the 
moment of Holy Communion 
with sacredness and the great-
est respect, forcing herself con-
stantly to develop to the best of 

her ability external signs that 
would promote understanding  

of this great sacramental mystery. In her loving and pastoral 
solicitude the Church has made sure that the faithful receive 
Holy Communion having the right interior dispositions, among 
which dispositions stands out the need for the Faithful to com-

prehend and consider interiorly the Real Presence of Him Whom 

they are to receive. (See The Catechism of Pope Pius X, nn. 628 & 

636). The Western Church has established kneeling as one of the 
signs of devotion appropriate to communicants. A celebrated 

saying of Saint Augustine, cited by Pope Benedict XVI in n. 66 of 

his Encyclical Sacramentum Caritatus, (“Sacrament of Love”), 

teaches: “No one eats that flesh without first adoring it; we 

should sin were we not to adore it” (Enarrationes in Psalmos 99, 9). 

Kneeling indicates and promotes the adoration necessary before 
receiving the Eucharistic Christ. 

From this perspective, the then-Cardinal Ratzinger assured that: 
"Communion only reaches its true depth when it is supported 

and surrounded by adoration" [The Spirit of the Liturgy (Ignatius 

Press, 2000), p. 90]. For this reason, Cardinal Ratzinger maintain
-ed that “the practice of kneeling for Holy Communion has in its 
favor a centuries-old tradition, and it is a particularly expressive 
sign of adoration, completely appropriate in light of the true, real 
and substantial presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ under the 
consecrated species” [cited in the Letter "This Congregation" of 

the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments, 1 July 1, 2002]. 
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/
ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html 

 

 

What’s Next? 
It takes time to kindle a living, loving relationship—and a 

relationship with Jesus Christ is no exception. That’s why the 

Eucharistic Revival allows three years for discernment, 

encounter, and grassroots response on the diocesan, parish, 

and individual levels. Find out what to expect along this 

journey:  

THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI   

June 19, 2022  
We launched our national response to the Lord’s call with 

widespread Eucharistic processions and adoration on the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 

YEAR OF DIOCESAN REVIVAL  

June 19, 2022 – June 11, 2023  
This first year of the Revival invites diocesan staff, bishops, 

and priests to respond to the Lord’s personal invitation and 

equips them to share this love with the faithful through 

Eucharistic congresses and events.  

YEAR OF PARISH REVIVAL  

June 11, 2023 – July 17, 2024  
The second phase will foster Eucharistic devotion at the 

parish level, strengthening our liturgical life through faithful 

celebration of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, missions, 

resources, preaching, and organic movements of the Holy 

Spirit.  

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS  

July 17-21, 2024  
At this historic event, more than 80,000 Catholics of all ages 

will gather in Indianapolis to reconsecrate their hearts to the 

source and summit of our faith. 

https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/ 

https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20070222_sacramentum-caritatis_en.html#Adoration_and_eucharistic_devotion
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/


 

 

 

 
 

 

The Big Picture 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (commonly 

known as the R.C.I.A.) is the normal way that adults 

become full active members of the Catholic Church. 

The R.C.I.A. is more than a “convert class” with a new 

name. It looks different too. Special rites are celebrated 

during the Sunday liturgies at various times throughout the 

year. Adults involved in the R.C.I.A. may be dismissed each 

week after the homily to go and reflect on the Scriptures 

they have heard. The R.C.I.A. involves the whole parish — 

in prayer, as the rites are celebrated; in hospitality, as new 

members are welcomed; and in specific ministries such as 

sponsor, team members or dismissal leader. 

The most important thing to keep in mind about the 

R.C.I.A. is this: it is not merely a new way to prepare adults 

for baptism; baptism is only one step. The goal of the 

process is full communion, which means “full, conscious 

and active participation” (Second Vatican Council, Constitution 

on the Sacred Liturgy, #14) in the Eucharist and in the whole 

life of the Catholic faith community. 

Many persons who want to join the Catholic Church 

have already been baptized in another Christian church. 

They will not be rebaptized. They will be guided to a 

deeper familiarity with Catholic teachings and prayer 

through a process adapted to the particular needs and 

concerns of Christians from another faith tradition. 

The RCIA process will begin anew on September 11,  

2022. If you, or someone you know is interested in 

learning more about what the Catholic Church 

teaches, or may want to become Catholic, please speak 

with any of the deacons or our priests, or call the 

parish office at 815.538.6151 for more information. 

1st Annual Chili Cook-off 

On Thursday, September 8th, we 

decided to have some fun with all 

three parishes. We will have a Chili 

Cook-off! It’s the Blessed Virgin 

Mary’s birthday, but it is also the 

official start of the NFL season later  

that evening, so it seems like a good night for competition. Over the 

next few weeks Fr. Jeff will take entries from each of our parishes. 

We ask you to make a normal size crockpot of chili to share. First, 

the judges will judge the best chili without knowing who brought it, 

so please, if you mark your crockpot, mark it underneath. So if you 

are chili chef and want a night of good family fun, join us at Ss. Peter 

& Paul’s gym where different “tasting stations” will be set up. There 

will be games of bags set up around the gym if chili isn’t your 

competitive edge, and of course prizes and bragging rights for the 

winner and their parish! We will provide drinks and the toppings for 

the chili. This is Fr. Jeff’s idea, and he would like some volunteers to 

help with set-up. Please let him know if you can help. Hopefully this 

will be a great and fun event we can do together for many years!! So 

enter your chili now...and find out if you’re the best!!! See Fr. Jeff 

for entry info asap and get your ingredients ready. It will also be the 

only night Fr. Pilon will be able to brag about his Detroit Lions, 

because then the season will begin!!! 

 

Also on that same evening, we will have the Knights of Columbus 

Volunteer Recognition event. The distribution of the proceeds from 

the Sweet Corn sales will be made known, including the funds 

earned for the various participating organizations. 

If you were a volunteer for this year’s corn sales, wear your shirt to 

show your support for the Knights of Columbus charitable giving.       

We hope you will join us for this event too! 



What is the 40 Hours Devotion? 
The Forty Hours Devotion is a special forty-hour period of 
continuous prayer made before the Blessed Sacrament in 
solemn exposition. Of course, the focus of this devotion is on 
the Holy Eucharist. As Catholics, the words of our Lord burn 
in our hearts: “I myself am the living bread come down from 
Heaven. If anyone eats this bread, He shall live forever; the 
bread I will give is my flesh for the life of the world” (John 
6:51). 

Affirming our belief in the real presence of our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament, the Vatican Council II taught that the Holy 
Eucharist is “the source and summit of the Christian 
life” (Lumen Gentium, #11). While the Mass is the central act 
of worship for us Catholics, an act which participates in the 
eternal reality of our Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection, 
Vatican Council II upheld and encouraged the adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament outside of Mass. Of course such 
devotion derives from the sacrifice of the Mass and moves 
the faithful to both sacramental and spiritual communion 
with our Lord (Eucharisticum Mysterium, #50). As Pope Pius 
XII taught in Mediator Dei, “This practice of adoration has a 
valid and firm foundation.” Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II 
has repeatedly “highly recommended” public and private 
devotion of the Blessed Sacrament, including processions on 
the Feast of Corpus Christi and the 40 Hours Devotion (cf. 
Dominicae Cecae, #3, and Inaestimabile Donum, #20-22). 

Second, the number forty has always signified a sacred 
period of time: the rains during the time of Noah lasted 40 
days and nights; the Jews wandered through the desert for 
40 years, our Lord fasted and prayed for 40 days before 
beginning His public ministry. The 40 Hours Devotion 
remembers that traditional “forty-hour period” from our 
Lord’s burial until the resurrection. Actually in the Middle 
Ages, the Blessed Sacrament was transferred to the 
repository, “the Easter Sepulcher,” for this period of time to 
signify our Lord’s time in the tomb. 

The Forty Hours Devotion begins with a Solemn Mass of 
Exposition, which concludes with the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament and a procession. The Blessed Sacrament 
remains on the altar in a monstrance. During the next 40 
hours, the faithful gather for personal or public prayer in 
adoration of our Lord. The Blessed Sacrament is reposed in 
the tabernacle for the daily Mass, and then returned for 
exposition after Mass. At the end of the devotions, the Mass 
of Reposition is offered, again concluding with a procession, 
benediction and final reposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
While the forty-hour period should be continuous, some 
Churches break-up the time, reposing the Blessed Sacrament 
at night because of security reasons. 

The Forty Hours Devotion can be seen almost like a parish 
mini-retreat or mission. A guest priest may be invited to give  

a series of homilies. Confessions should be offered and 
encouraged. Consequently, an appropriate time to schedule 
Forty Hours is either Advent or Lent. 

While the Forty Hours Devotion nurtures the love of the 
faithful for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, three special 
dimensions have also surrounded this devotion: the 
protection from evil and temptation; reparation for our own 
sins and for the Poor Souls in Purgatory; and deliverance 
from political, material, or spiritual calamities. Here the 
faithful implore our Lord to pour forth His abundant graces 
not only for themselves, but their neighbors, not only for 
their own personal needs, but for those of the world. 

Such practices are evidenced in the history of this devotion. 
The practice of Forty Hours Devotion originated in Milan 
about the year 1530. Granted, prior to this time, the Church 
did have exposition and benediction, Eucharistic 
processions, and devotions to the Blessed Sacrament 
reserved in the tabernacle. In 1539, Pope Paul III responded 
to a petition from the Archdiocese of Milan asking for an 
indulgence for the practice: “Since our beloved son the Vicar 
General of the Archbishop of Milan, at the prayer of the 
inhabitants of the said city, in order to appease the anger of 
God provoked by the offenses of Christians, and in order to 
bring to naught the efforts and machinations of the Turks 
who are pressing forward to the destruction of Christendom, 
amongst other pious practices, has established a round of 
prayers and supplications to be offered by day and night by 
all the faithful of Christ, before our Lord’s Most Sacred Body, 
in all the churches of the said city, in such a manner that 
these prayers and supplication are made by the faithful 
themselves relieving each other in relays for forty hours 
continuously in each church in succession, according to the 
order determined by the Vicar… We approving in our Lord so 
pious an institution, grant and remit.” While this 
pronouncement seems to be the earliest official approval by 
the Church of this devotion, the Forty Hours Devotion 
spread rapidly. 

By 1550, both St. Philip Neri and St. Ignatius Loyola had also 
instituted this practice, especially for the reparation of sin. 
Recognizing the tremendous graces offered through this 
devotion as well as the dangers threatening the Church, 
Pope Clement VIII in his letter Graves et diuturnae 
(November 25, 1592) proclaimed, “We have determined to 
establish publicly in this Mother City of Rome an 
uninterrupted course of prayer in such ways that in the 
different churches, on appointed days, there be observed 
the pious and salutary devotion of the Forty Hours, with 
such an arrangement of churches and times that, at every 
hour of the day and night, the whole year round the incense 
of prayer shall ascend without intermission before the face 
of the Lord.” He also issued regulations for the devotions,  

(Continued next page) 



The Forty Hours Devotion provides a wonderful opportunity 
for the spiritual growth of each person and the parish as a 
whole. In a world where temptation and evil abound, where 
devotion to the Mass and our Lord in the Holy Eucharist 
have declined, where the practice of penance and confes-
sion have been forgotten, we need the Forty Hours Devotion 
more than ever. 

† From Hope Life Center: 
Please pray for Coelett; she is at risk for abortion. 

† Please continue to pray for Saushia, she has an abortion 

scheduled! 

† Please pray for Holy Cross parishioner who is having 

cardiovascular challenges. Pray that her medical team will be 

able to correctly diagnose and treat the problem, and that full 

health may return. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions, please call 

Nancy Kaiser at 815.539.6656, or call the parish 

office. You can also sign up to get them immediately 

as they come in by joining the Prayer Chain on 

Flocknote. Call the parish office for more information. 

Join Fr. Jeff Windy and Catholic Spirit Radio on a two day, 
September 29th-30th Spiritual Journey from Bloomington-
Normal to the Shrine and body of St. Theodora Guerin in 
Saint Mary of the Woods, Indiana. She is one of the six 
female saints in the United States. Lunch included. 

Then off to beautiful Canton, Ohio where we will spend 
the night; the next day we will visit the Mother Angelica 
birthplace and museum. We will have a wonderful catered 
lunch by “That Little Italian Kitchen” from the Fr. Leo show 
on EWTN. We will also visit the miracle house of the 
Servant of God, Rhonda Wise, and then depart at 4 p.m. 
for the return to Bloomington-Normal. Cost is $360 (prior 
to August 18th), and includes transportation, breakfast and 
lunch both days, and hotel. For more details, check out 
catholicspiritradio.com. You can sign-up online. 

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 

A chance to win money and help our school! 

which were later collected and promulgated by Pope Clement 
XI in 1705, and known as the Instructio Clementina. 

In our own country, St. John Neumann (1811-60), the fourth 
bishop of Philadelphia, was a strong promoter of the Forty 
Hours Devotion. While the practice had already existed in in-
dividual churches throughout the city (as well as in other 
places in the country), no organized, cohesive diocesan 
schedule for it had ever before been attempted. St. John had 
an tremendous devotion to our Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and desired to foster such a spiritual life in his people. 

Unfortunately at this time, a strong anti-Catholic sentiment 
plagued Philadelphia. During the Know Nothing riots of 1844, 
two churches were burned and another was saved simply by 
the threat of gunfire. Some priests, therefore, advised St. 
John that the introduction of 40 Hours Devotion would only 
flame the hatred against the Catholics and expose the 
Blessed Sacrament to desecration. St. John was left in a 
quandary. 

A strange incident occurred which helped St. John decide. 
One night, he was working very late at his desk and fell asleep 
in his chair. The candle on the desk burnt down and charred 
some of the papers, but they were still readable. He awoke, 
surprised and thankful that a fire had not ignited. He fell on 
his knees to give thanks to God for protection, and heard His 
voice saying, “As the flames are burning here without 
consuming or injuring the writing, so shall I pour out my 
grace in the Blessed Sacrament without prejudice to My 
honor. Fear no profanation, therefore; hesitate no longer to 
carry out your design for my glory.” 

He introduced the practice of 40 Hours Devotion at the first 
diocesan synod in April, 1853, and the first devotions began 
at St. Philip Neri Parish, an appropriate place since that saint 
had initiated the devotion in the city of Rome. St. John 
himself, spent most of the three days in the Church praying. 
No trouble ensued. St. John then introduced the program for 
the whole diocese, so that each parish would have Forty 
Hours Devotion during the course of the year. He composed 
a special booklet for the devotions and obtained special 
indulgences for the faithful attending them. The Forty Hours 
Devotion was so successful it spread to other dioceses. At the 
Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1866, the Forty Hours 
Devotion was approved for all Dioceses of the United States. 

https://catholicpsiritradio.com



