


HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, Oct 30th 31st Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. Parishioners 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Wayne Wackerlin                     

by Russell & Beth Wackerlin 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Jane Kuczek                    

    by John & Pat Sondgeroth 
10:30 a.m. +Joan Dennison by Holy Cross Choir 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Javier Espinoza                        

   por su Hermana 

Monday, Oct 31st  
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Steven Short by Karen P ilon  
7:00 p.m. +Robert Sondgeroth by Eleanor Franklin 

Tuesday, Nov 1st All Saints Day—Holy Day of Obligation 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Magdalena Riento              

by Mary Corel 
8:10 a.m. School Mass +Geraldine Sondgeroth by   

                       Michelle Stouffer 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
12:00 p.m. +Kevin Corrigan by Brian & Deb Corrigan 
5:30 p.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Rita Happ                               

    by Joe & Karen Happ 
7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Poor Souls in Purgatory             

   by Karen Pilon 

Wednesday, Nov 2nd All Souls Day 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Kevin McConville              

 by St. Theresa Altar & Rosary 
8:00 a.m. +Danny Arredondo by His Grieving Parents 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions  

Thursday, Nov 3rd St. Martin de Porres 
7:00 a.m. +Lambert & Florence Malach                          

by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: In Thanksgiving by Mike & 

Debbie Kent 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions 

Friday, Nov 4th St. Charles Borromeo 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia Johnson                

 by Wilma Stillwell 
8:00 a.m. NO School Mass  +All Souls in Purgatory                   

   by Padre Pio Prayer Group 

Saturday, Nov 5th Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Herb & Sue Buchanan 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Don Full by Family 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Fr. Ted Hochstatter                  

   by Wilma Stillwell 

Sunday, Nov 6th 32nd Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +Deceased Members of the Knights of Columbus by 

Tom & Mary Heitmann 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Mario Donato                          

       by Dan & Joanna McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Ken Sondgeroth             

 by Ed Kuczek 
10:30 a.m. Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Sabino Mandujano y Librada 

Mandujano por Familia 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Nov 5 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 6 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 6 M. Heitmann 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Nov 12 B. Corrigan 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 13 R. Bergmark 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 13 C. Fischer 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 
briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 

No Mass this week 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. Oct 30 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Jane Kuczek                                           

by John & Pat Sondgeroth 

Sun. Nov 1 All Saints Day
5:30 p.m. +Rita Happ by Joe & Karen Happ 

Sun. Nov 6 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Ken Sondgeroth by Ed Kuczek 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. Nov 6 Peter Schmidt 

Sat.  Oct     22 1875 50.00 Jane Harris 

Sun.  Oct    23 2677 50.00 Bill & Cathy Sondgeroth 

Mon. Oct    24 1135 100.00 Kevin Malach 

Tue. Oct.    25 2000 50.00 Doug & Jennifer Phillips 

Wed. Oct   26 0461 50.00 Megan Kneebone 

Thur. Oct    27 0272 50.00 Tom Joerger 

Fri.   Oct    28 3150 50.00 Kurt & Mary Bruno 

 

Collection for October 23, 2022 

 Sunday Collection: 
Mission Sunday: 

Total: 

$1,374.00 
        210.00 

$1,584.00 

Discipleship Corner: 

“O Lord my God, make me submissive without protest, poor without discourage-

ment, chaste without regret, patient without complaint, humble without 

posturing, cheerful without frivolity, mature without gloom, and quick witted 

without flippancy.”       ~ St. Thomas Aquinas 

The Signs of Grace Youth Group had a successful Fall 
Cookout and discussion on The Saints: Our Friends in 
Heaven and praying the Rosary, with about 30 high 
school students attending. We will be doing a canned 
food drive this November for our Food Pantry. More 
information will come in the bulletin. Anyone of high 
school age, from the three parishes, is welcome to join. 
Let Fr. Jeff know if you would like to get involved. Also, 
if you would like to donate to help our youth group, 
you can do so by using the envelopes designated for 
that purpose, or talk with Fr. Jeff. Lastly, we 
acknowledge that the prayers of the parishioners for 
the success of this group effort are the primary basis 
for the fruit it may produce, and so we ask everyone to 
keep the Signs of Grace Youth Group in prayer! 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

OCTOBER 30, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Oct 30 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Wayne Wackerlin                               

by Russell & Beth Wackerlin 

Mon. Oct 31  
8:00 a.m. +Steven Short by Karen Pilon 
Tues. Nov 1 All Saints Day 
8:00 a.m. +Magdalena Riento by Mary Corel 
Wed. Nov 2 All Souls Day 
7:00 a.m. +Kevin McConville                                  

by St. Theresa Altar Society 
Thur. Nov 3 St. Martin de Porres 
8:00 a.m. +In Thanksgiving ~ Mike & Debbie Kent 
Fri. Nov 4 St. Charles Borromeo 
7:00 a.m. +Virginia Johnson by Wilma Stillwell 
Sat. Nov 5 Blessed Virgin Mary 
5:00 p.m. +Fr. Ted Hochstatter by Wilma Stillwell 
Sun. Nov 6 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Mario Donato                                    

by Dan & Joanna McConville 

Collection for October 23rd  

Sunday Collection: 
Food Pantry: 

Candles: 
Mission Sunday: 

Total: 
 

Cemetery: 

$1,106.00 
50.00 
6.00 

           485.00 
$1,647.00 

 
50.00 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, Nov. 5th        Sunday, Nov 6th 

Lector: Wally Cwikla     Lector: Carol McLachlan 

EMHC: Joe Stralka EMHC: Don McLachlan 

Be happy when you are blamed and accused wrongly, for 

then you have the chance to see all the bitter, hostile or self
-pitying responses that your sinful soul wants to spew out 
– as if these puny things could in any way 
defend you! Watch and see if any of 
these poisons come out of you when 
your spirit is pricked by an accusation. 
Only then can you see yourself as you 

are, and confess thy sin that is within 
you and forsake yourself again into 
the Lord’s care. 

~ Saint Teresa of Avila 

† First Friday Holy Hour will be held on 

November 4th from 7:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.; 

Benediction will be at 4:30. 

(There were three hours left uncovered by our 

parishioners last month. One hour of Adoration is not 

too much to ask. Please consider it and sign up on the 

list in the vestibule if you are able to spend an hour with 

our Lord.) 

† Pray for the repose of the souls of Kathy Dolenga 

and Dorothy Wiley of St. Theresa’s, who recently 

died. 

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

The Vision Team will meet on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. in the school 
basement. If you are interested in serving in this 
vital parish ministry, let Fr. Jeff know. We still 
need some volunteers, and this is for all three 
parishes. 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

OCTOBER 30, 2022 

November Word Among Us. 

There are copies of The 
Word Among Us in both, 

Spanish and English, for a 

donation of $2.00. It is a 

great tool to help in your 

daily prayer life, and it 

has all the Mass readings 

and reflections for No-

vember. We have also ordered the Advent/

Christmas Edition which will be available 

in a few weeks. 

November 2 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

OCTOBER 30, 2022 

Disciple Maker Index Ends 10/31/2022 

The Disciple Maker Index parish survey ends on October 31st. Please return completed paper copies of the 
survey to the appropriate boxes in the church vestibules by Sunday, November 6th. 

A big thank you goes out to all parishioners who participated in the survey, an anonymous donor who 
covered the survey administration fee, the Knights of Columbus who covered survey printing and 
promotional mailing costs, and parish staff (including priests and deacons) for survey promotional and 
printing support. 

Keep an eye out for the survey results and 
associated planning coming in the near future. 

Paint Night 

At Peterstown 

With Lucy Schmidt 

Friday, November 18th 

At 6:00pm 

$30 per person 

 

 
To pay with PayPal:  Irschmidt@yahoo.com 

To pay with Venmo:  @LucySchmidt99 

To pay with cash: Put in envelope with  
        Suzie Fritz  

on it in the collection. 

Questions Call:  Lucy:  815-910-5221 
                      Suzie:  708-305-7734 



Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una 
boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le 
llevemos la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor 
llame a la oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

Por lo tanto, se reprende a los 

delincuentes de a poco, advertir a ellos y 

les recuerdo de los pecados que cometen, 

que pueden abandonar su maldad y 

creemos en ti, OH SEÑOR! 

~ Sabiduría 12:2 

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
30 de Octubre 2022 

Trigésimo Primer Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Lectores 
10/30 Trine y Lucy Arteaga 
11/06 Sergio y Yolanda Mandujano 

Intenciones para Misa 
10/30:  12 p.m.  +Javier Espinoza 
11/06:  12 p.m.  +Sabino Mandujano y Librada 

Mandujano por Familia 

‘Hoy ha llegado la salvación a esta casa 

porque este hombre es un descendiente de 

Abraham. Porque el Hijo del Hombre ha 

venido a buscar y a salvar lo que estaba 

perdido.’      ~ Lucas 19:9-10 



San José Sánchez del Rio 

José Luis Sánchez del Río (28 de marzo de 1913 - 10 de 

febrero de 1928) fue un cristero mexicano que fue 

ejecutado por funcionarios del gobierno porque se negó 

a renunciar a su fe católica. Nació el 28 de marzo de 

1913 en Sahuayo, Michoacán. Asistió a la escuela 

primero en su ciudad natal, luego en Guadalajara en 

Jalisco. 

Más tarde se informó que José, luego de ser capturado 

por las fuerzas gubernamentales, recibió la orden de 

renunciar a su fe en Cristo, bajo amenaza de muerte. Se 

negó a aceptar la apostasía. 

Para romper su determinación, lo obligaron a ver el 

ahorcamiento de otro cristero que tenían bajo custodia, 

pero en cambio, José animó al hombre, diciendo que 

pronto se encontrarían nuevamente en el cielo después 

de la muerte. En prisión, José rezaba el Rosario 

diariamente y le escribía una emotiva carta a su madre, 

diciéndole que estaba listo para cumplir la voluntad de 

Dios a quien se dedicaba. 

Otros recordaron los hechos espantosos que ocurrieron 

después de que el gobierno no logró quebrantar la 

determinación de José en la noche del 10 de febrero de 

1928: 'En consecuencia, le 

cortaron la planta de los pies 

y lo obligaron a caminar 

por el pueblo hacia el 

cementerio. Lloraba y 

gemía de dolor, pero no 

cedía. A veces lo detenían 

y le decían: 'Si gritas, 

'Muerte a Cristo Rey', te 

perdonamos la vida'. José 

sólo gritaba: 'Nunca me 

rendiré. ¡Viva Cristo Rey!' 

El índice Disciple Maker finaliza el 31/10/2022 

La encuesta parroquial del Í ndice de Hacedores 

de Discí pulos finaliza el 31 de octubre. Devuelva 

las copias impresas completas de la encuesta a 

las cajas correspondientes en los vestí bulos de la 

iglesia antes del domingo 6 de noviembre. 

Un gran agradecimiento a todos los feligreses 

que participaron en la encuesta, a un donante 

ano nimo que cubrio  la tarifa de administracio n 

de la encuesta, a los Caballeros de Colo n que 

cubrieron los costos de impresio n y enví o 

promocional de la encuesta, y al personal de la 

parroquia (incluidos sacerdotes y dia conos) por 

la promocio n de la encuesta. y soporte de 

impresio n. 

Este  atento a los resultados de la encuesta y la 

planificacio n asociada pro ximamente. 

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
30 de Octubre 2022 

Trigésimo Primer Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 



THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Mission Sunday 
All Saints 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

10/23/22 

 
 

$5,164.00 
36.50 

304.00 
50.00 

401.00 
         50.00 
$6,025.50 

   

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Oct     22 1875 50.00 Jane Harris 

Sun. Oct    23 2677 50.00 
Bill & Cathy 
Sondgeroth 

Mon. Oct     24 1135 100.00 Kevin Malach 

Tue. Oct     25 2000 50.00 
Doug & Jennifer 
Phillips 

Wed. Oct    26 0461 50.00 Megan Kneebone 

Thur. Oct   27 0272 50.00 Tom Joerger 

Fri.   Oct    28 3150 50.00 Kurt & Mary Bruno 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
“From the Eucharist comes strength  

to live the Christian life  

and zeal to share that life with others.” 

~ Pope St. John Paul II 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

 

ADA Goal: $45,313.00  $24,339.00 Collected 

    THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY COUNCIL 2090 

Catholic Men Welcome To Join 
Meetings: 1st Thursday of the Month @ 7:00pm 

           1010 Jefferson St. Mendota 

              815-538-6151 



If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading 

at Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter 

for Mass, please drop a note in the collection with 

your name, telephone number, the ministry in 

which you would like to take part, and your Mass 

time preference(s). Even if you volunteered before, 

please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

I 
F HE WERE NOT expecting the fallen to rise again, it 
would have been useless and foolish to pray for 

them in death. But if he did this with a view to the 
splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to 
rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. 

2 Maccabees 12:44-45 

Saint Charles Borromeo 

Born into a noble family in northern Italy, Charles Borro-

meo was made a cardinal at a young age by his uncle the 

pope. He considered entering a monastery, but a friend con-

vinced him to remain in the world. Charles threw himself 

into the work of a truly Catholic reformation, helping to re-

vise the breviary and the Roman Missal, and authoring in-

structions on the Church’s architecture and the renewal of 

seminaries. As Archbishop of Milan, he promoted praying 

the rosary with children, and fostered, religious education. 

Despite a lifelong speech impediment he preached through-

out the diocese. Charles died in 1584. He is a patron of 

catechists. 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach about the Four Last Things 

Saint John Vianney 
Priest († 1859)              Feast: August 4 

“Beginners in religion ought to exercise themselves 
principally in meditation on the Four Last Things” (Saint 
Philip Neri). The four last things—death, judgment, 
heaven, hell—remote as they seem, are relevant to each 
moment of our life. We need to think about where we are 
headed. The destination of a journey determines the road, 
the maps, the companions, the supplies. 

Death is the moment for which we must prepare all our 
life. Saint Junípero Serra remarked that if one’s death is 
good, nothing else matters. Why? Because after death 
comes our particular judgment, the decisive encounter 
with the Lord where our eternal fate is made known. 
Then, as Matthew’s Gospel puts it, the evil will go off to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life 
(25:46). 

The lives of those who kept these important things in 
sight can help us learn how to do the same. This month 
we will encounter Bartholomew Dal Monte, who illustrates 
the merciful works by which we will be judged; Saint 
Dominic Savio will show us how to prepare for a good 
death. There is Saint Cyprian, who taught about the 
beatific vision, and Saint Robert Bellarmine, who taught 
about the reality of hell. And there are a few saints to 
teach about purgatory, too. 

Our Lady of Fatima, by your gracious intercession, bring all 
souls to heaven! 

MAGNIFICAT MAGAZINE, November 2022 p. 58 

“Helping hands are better 

than Praying Lips.” 

~ Saint Mother Teresa of Kolkata 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thurs-day afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community before 
our meetings and  
any/all parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to join 
us in the church to pray the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the 
rosary at 3:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday afternoons in the 
church. 



 Ín preparing to 
write this page, Í often find it a bit easier to think 

about the application of the teachings of a particular parable 
in our daily lives and the practice of our faith. With no 
parable however, Í had to shift my focus a bit and think about 
this from a different perspective. 

We hear in the Gospel that there was a chief tax collector, 
who was also very wealthy, whose name was Zacchaeus. 
Zacchaeus, being short in stature, climbed a sycamore tree 
when he heard that Jesus of Nazareth would be coming 
through Jericho. 

Let’s parse this image to better think about the setting. Ín 
today’s terms, Zacchaeus might be akin to a high-up ÍRS 
official. Would we expect to see an important official climb a 
tree to get a better view of someone else who might be 
equally as important, or perhaps even more important just to 
have a better view? Í think it’s not too likely. Climbing the tree 
seems like something more likely done by a child or 
adolescent rather than an important official. So there is that 
rather ridiculous image of a grown man (although short in 
stature) climbing the tree and waiting for Jesus to pass by. 

Let’s also consider the time when this happened. A first-
century tax collector would have been fairly despised by the 
locals. Zacchaeus was a cheat, as was virtually any tax 
collector in that day and age. And when Jesus came to the tree 
which Zacchaeus had climbed, he looked up and addressed 
him, telling him to come down so they could go to his house. 
When the townsfolk saw this, they became indignant and 
complained about Jesus going to stay at the house of a sinner. 

Hearing the grumbling, Zacchaeus turned and said to 
Jesus that he would take steps to show his repentance and his 
willingness to exact reparations toward those he had cheated. 

 

further, to those he had cheated he vowed to pay back four 
times what he had cheated them out of (“If a man steals an 
ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen 
for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. He shall make 
restitution;” see Exodus 22:1-2). So it would seem that 
Zacchaeus was familiar with the Jewish scriptures and the 
laws of Moses. 

Ít’s an eye opening account for us to consider these two 
millennia hence. What would YOU do if you had the chance to 
see Jesus of Nazareth in the flesh? That’s a trick question for 
the Catholic who is fully steeped in his faith. At every Mass 
we attend we have the opportunity to see Jesus—the Son of 
God—in the flesh! Do you believe? Amen! Í believe!! 

So the question begs a response from you in your heart. 
What are you willing to do to see, or even visit, the Risen 
Christ, to be in His Presence? Ís your faith such that you 
regularly visit the Cenacle Chapel for Adoration? Do you stop 
in the church at various times just to pray in front of the 
tabernacle? Ít is the place where the Risen Christ resides in 
our community. This is what it means to be Catholic! 

Ít might be true that the Mass can seem like a boring ritual, 
but that can only be the case if one does not fully understand 
what is transpiring before our eyes, and it something seen 
and unseen. At every Mass celebrated in every Catholic 
church throughout the world, it is a time of timelessness; a 
time when heaven and earth come together in full and 
complete communion, with the Crucified Christ present on 
the altar of celebration. This is not something that can be 
found in any other church. 

Sure other churches might have more powerful or 
uplifting music, more fiery sermons, and maybe even more 
engagement on behalf of the worshippers. But Í defy anyone 
to find a church whose celebration has more scripture than is 
contained in every Catholic Mass. Í defy anyone to show Jesus 
being present in a more substantial way than is found in the 
Mass. Í challenge you, dear reader, to climb this tree in your 
heart and in your mind and give witness to the Risen Lord. 
Consider the words of Saint Augustine: 

“Say what you like, but for our part, let us climb the 
sycamore tree and see Jesus. The reason you cannot see 
Jesus is that you are ashamed to climb the sycamore tree. 
Let Zacchaeus grasp the sycamore tree, and let the 
humble person climb the cross. That is little enough, 
merely to climb it. We must not be ashamed of the cross 
of Christ, but we must fix it on our forehead, where the 
seat of shame is. Above where all our blushes show is the 
place we must firmly fix that for which we should never 
blush.” 
Jesus climbed the rough cross for us; He transformed it into 

the Tree of Life for us. Íf Zacchaeus is humble enough, and 
Jesus is humble enough to climb that tree, we can do it too! 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 



“Like” us on  at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                            by Brian Corrigan 

adema s, a los que habí a estafado, juro  devolver el cua druple de 
lo que les habí a estafado ('Si alguno robare un buey o una oveja, 
y los matare o la vende, pagará cinco bueyes por un buey, y 
cuatro ovejas por una oveja. Hará restitución; ver Éxodo 
22:1-2). Así  que parecerí a que Zaqueo estaba familiarizado con 
las escrituras judí as y las leyes de Moise s. 
Es un relato revelador para nosotros considerar estos dos mi-

lenios a partir de ahora. ¿Que  harí as TU  si tuvieras la oportuni-
dad de ver a Jesu s de Nazaret en persona? Esa es una pregunta 
capciosa para el cato lico que esta  completamente inmerso en su 
fe. ¡En cada misa a la que asistimos tenemos la oportunidad de 
ver a Jesu s, el Hijo de Dios, en la carne! ¿Tu crees? ¡Ame n! ¡¡Yo 
creo!! 
Así  que la pregunta pide una respuesta tuya en tu corazo n. 

¿Que  esta s dispuesto a hacer para ver, o incluso visitar, al Cristo 
Resucitado, para estar en Su Presencia? ¿Es tal su fe que visita 
regularmente la Capilla del Cena culo para la Adoracio n? ¿Se de-
tiene en la iglesia en varios momentos solo para orar frente al 
taberna culo? Es el lugar donde reside Cristo Resucitado en nues-
tra comunidad. ¡Esto es lo que significa ser cato lico! 
Puede ser cierto que la Misa puede parecer un ritual aburrido, 

pero eso solo puede ser el caso si uno no comprende completa-
mente lo que esta  ocurriendo ante nuestros ojos, y es algo que se 
ve y no se ve. En cada Misa que se celebra en cada iglesia cato lica 
en todo el mundo, es un tiempo de atemporalidad; un tiempo en 
el que el cielo y la tierra se unen en plena y completa comunio n, 
con Cristo Crucificado presente en el altar de la celebracio n. Esto 
no es algo que se pueda encontrar en ninguna otra iglesia. 
Seguro que otras iglesias pueden tener mu sica ma s poderosa o 

edificante, sermones ma s ardientes y tal vez incluso ma s com-
promiso en nombre de los adoradores. Pero desafí o a cualquiera 
a encontrar una iglesia cuya celebracio n tenga ma s escrituras 
que las contenidas en cada Misa cato lica. Desafí o a cualquiera a 
que muestre a Jesu s estando presente de una manera ma s sus-
tancial que la que se encuentra en la Misa. Lo desafí o, querido 
lector, a escalar este a rbol en tu corazo n y en tu mente y da testi-
monio del Resucitado. Considere las palabras de San Agustí n: 

“Di lo que quieras, pero por nuestra parte, subamos al árbol si-
cómoro y veamos a Jesús. La razón por la que no puedes ver a 
Jesús es que te avergüenzas de subir al árbol sicómoro. Que Za-
queo agarre el sicómoro, y que el humilde suba a la cruz. Eso es 
bastante poco, simplemente escalarlo. No debemos avergon-
zarnos de la cruz de Cristo, sino que debemos fijarla en nuestra 
frente, donde está el asiento de la vergüenza. Arriba, donde se 
muestran todos nuestros sonrojos, es el lugar donde debemos 
fijar firmemente aquello por lo que nunca deberíamos sonro-
jarnos”. 
Jesu s subio  a la tosca cruz por nosotros; Lo transformo  en el 

A rbol de la Vida para nosotros. Si Zaqueo es lo suficientemente 
humilde y Jesu s es lo suficientemente humilde para escalar, 
¡nosotros tambie n podemos hacerlo! 

 Al prepararme para escribir esta pa gina, a menudo 
me resulta un poco ma s fa cil pensar en la aplicacio n de las ensen an-
zas de una para bola en particular en nuestra vida diaria y la pra cti-
ca de nuestra fe. Sin embargo, sin para bola, tuve que cambiar un 
poco mi enfoque y pensar en esto desde una perspectiva diferente. 

Oí mos en el Evangelio que habí a un jefe de los recaudadores 
de impuestos, que tambie n era muy rico, cuyo nombre era Za-
queo. Zaqueo, siendo de baja estatura, se subio  a un a rbol sico -
moro cuando escucho  que Jesu s de Nazaret pasarí a por Jerico . 
Analicemos esta imagen para pensar mejor en la configura-

cio n. En los te rminos de hoy, Zaqueo podrí a ser similar a un alto 
funcionario del ÍRS. ¿Esperarí amos ver a un funcionario impor-
tante subirse a un a rbol para tener una mejor vista de alguien 
que podrí a ser igual de importante, o quiza s incluso ma s impor-
tante solo para tener una mejor vista? Creo que no es muy pro-
bable. Subir al a rbol parece ma s probable que lo haga un nin o o 
un adolescente que un funcionario importante. Así  que esta  esa 
imagen un tanto ridí cula de un hombre adulto (aunque de baja 
estatura) trepando al a rbol y esperando que Jesu s pase. 
Consideremos tambie n el momento en que esto sucedio . Los 

lugaren os habrí an despreciado bastante a un recaudador de im-
puestos del primer siglo. Zaqueo era un estafador, como lo era 
pra cticamente cualquier recaudador de impuestos en esa e poca. 
Y cuando Jesu s llego  al a rbol al que se habí a subido Zaqueo, miro  
hacia arriba y se dirigio  a e l, dicie ndole que bajara para que pu-
dieran ir a su casa. Cuando la gente del pueblo vio esto, se indig-
naron y se quejaron de que Jesu s se iba a quedar en la casa de un 
pecador. 
Al escuchar las quejas, Zaqueo se volvio  y le dijo a Jesu s que 

tomarí a medidas para mostrar su arrepentimiento y su voluntad 
de exigir reparaciones a aquellos a quienes habí a engan ado. 



 

 

 

Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription! To set up your 

free account visit  

formed.org/signup  

and select our parish. 

How Could Jesus Be Tempted? 

† Why was Jesus led into temptation and could he really be 
tempted at all? 

Jesus was truly human, and as part of that he was truly susceptible 
to temptation. In Jesus Christ we do not have the sort of redeemer 
"who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sinning" (see 
Heb 4:15). 

† To whom does Jesus promise “the kingdom of God”? 
God wills "all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth" (1 Tim 2:4). The "kingdom of God" begins in those who al-
low themselves to be transformed by God's love. In Jesus' experi-
ence these are above all the poor and the lowly. 
Even people unaffiliated with the Church find it fascinating that 
Jesus, with a sort of preferential love, turns first to those who are so-
cially marginalized. In the Sermon on the Mount, it is the poor and 
the sorrowing, the victims of persecution and violence, all those who 
seek God with a pure heart, all who seek his mercy, his justice, and 
his peace, who have prior access to the kingdom of God. Especially 
invited are sinners also: "Those who are well have no need of a phy-
sician, but those who are sick; I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners" (Mk 2:17). (YOUCAT questions 88-89) 
Dig Deeper: CCC section (538-546) and other references here. 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

The next council meeting will be 
held on Thursday, November 3rd, 
starting with a meal at 6 p.m. 

Not a member yet? 

Scan the QR Code and become a 
member of the 
Knights of 

Columbus! 



Jesus intended to pass through Jericho, but stopped for 

someone who “was seeking to see who Jesus was.” 

Wisdom says that God rebukes offenders little by little, 

and reminds them of their sins so that they may 

abandon their wickedness and believe in him. As 

Zacchaeus peers into the face of Jesus, he recognizes 

his “Lord and lover of souls.” In his soul he prays, “You 

have mercy on all, and you overlook people’s sins that 

they may repent.” Christ’s mercy is shown in that he 

enters Zacchaeus’ own house. May God “powerfully 

bring to fulfillment every good purpose and every 

effort of faith,” especially when we stray. Even in those 

moments, may we seek the Son who “has come to seek 

and to save what was lost.” 

Magnificat Magazine: Sunday, October 30, 2022  

 

Saints Martin de Porres 

Martin was born in Lima, Peru, in 1579. As a person 

of ,mixed ancestry, he was at the bottom of the so-

cial ladder, and he joined the Dominican convent as 

a lay servant. Within a few years, the prior permit-

ted Martin to take vows as a brother. Martin fed 

around 160 people each day with the alms he col-

lected. He fasted and prayed with abandon. When 

the convent needed to pay a debt, Martin humbly of-

fered himself: “I’m only a poor mulatto. Sell me.” Up-

on his death in 1639, the great personages of Lima 

came to pay their respects. Martin de Porres was 

canonized in 1962 as the patron of social justice. 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 



Will you pray for vocations from our parish? 
Our Church desperately needs more priests. Join 
thousands of Catholics who are pledging to pray daily or 
weekly for vocations. www.invisiblemonastery.com 
Remember, each Thursday the Adoration Chapel is 
dedicated to prayer for vocations and we will continue to 
pray the litany for vocations after Thursday Mass. 

CREDIBLE WITNESSES 
“What the world is in particular need of today is the credible witness of people. . .capable of 
opening the hearts and minds of many to the desire for God and for true life.” -Porta Fidei 15 

Servant of God 
Father Vincent Capodanno 

Heather King 

Father Vincent Capodanno (1929–1967), an American 

Maryknoll Missioner and military chaplain, died in action 

while ministering to wounded Marines during the 

Vietnam ,War and was posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor the highest possible decoration granted to a 

member of .the U.S. military 

Capodanno was born and raised on Staten Island, the 

youngest of ten children in a close-knit, deeply Catholic 

Italian immigrant family. After dropping off his date and 

returning from the high school prom, he woke his mother 

and announced that he felt a calling to the priesthood. 

While taking evening classes at Fordham, he worked for a 

time as a clerk for a Wall Street insurance company. In 

1949 he entered the Maryknoll Missionary Seminary in 

Ossining, New York, and was ordained in 1958. 

His first assignment was to Taiwan, where he served 

the Hakka people for six years. His next assignment was to 

teach in Hong Kong. But Father Capodanno, tall, lean, 

handsome, and with a charismatic personality, felt another 

call. From Hong Kong, he appealed to his superiors to 

volunteer to serve as a military chaplain in Vietnam for the 

U.S. Marine Corps. His place, he’d become convinced, was 

among the front-line troops. 

After a period of training, he was assigned in April 1966 

to the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division in 

South Vietnam. Known among his men as the “Grunt Pa-

dre,” he suffered the same hardships—heat, thirst, exhaus-

tion, and ,filth—that they did. His door was always open: to 

the anxious the doubting, the heartbroken, the angry. A sol-

dier to whom Father Capodanno once gave his own rosary 

during confession returned to the Church and has kept the 

beads to this day. 

He served a year’s tour and returned home on 

leave. This time his family noticed a change. His hair 

had turned prematurely gray. No longer did he laugh so 

easily. “What is this war about?” a cousin asked. “Why 

are we even there?” “I’m not interested in war or 

politics,” Father Capodanno replied. “The point is men 

are dying. I’m there to bring Christ”. 

He insisted upon volunteering for a six-month 

extension, and in June 1967 he returned to Vietnam. In 

August, he was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th 

Marines. 

On September 4, 1967, a few dozen men of the 1st 

Battalion, 5th Marines, encountered a North 

Vietnamese Army unit of twenty-five hundred near the 

village of Dong Son. Men from the 3rd Battalion, among 

others, joined the battle. 

Unarmed, Father Capodanno went among the 

wounded and dying, comforting them and giving last 

rites. Wounded himself that afternoon in the head, 

arms, and legs, he refused evacuation, and in the early 

evening, while going to help another seriously injured 

soldier, he was hit by enemy machine gun fire and 

killed. His body was brought home and he was buried 

in the family plot in Staten Island’s Saint Peter’s 

Cemetery. In 1969, he was posthumously awarded the 

Medal of Honor. 

His cause for canonization, officially opened in May 

2002, is supported and promoted by the Father 

Capodanno Guild (www.capodannoguild.org). Called 

and Chosen, a 2017 documentary, movingly depicts his 

heroic courage and faith. 

Heather King (heather-king.com) is an award-winning author of 
several books. She speaks nationwide, leads writing workshops, and 
writes a weekly column on arts and culture for Angelus News, 
the .archdiocesan newspaper of Los Angeles. 
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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

We invite you to join us as we begin the 
Advent season with a performance of A 
Christmas Carol. It will be on Sunday, 
Dec. 11th at the Metropolis 
Performing Arts Center Theater in 
Arlington Heights. The Green River Lines 
bus will take us to the theater and will 
stop for dinner on the way home. The 
bus will leave at 12 noon form the Holy 
Cross School parking lot. 

The price of $65.00 includes your ticket and bus 
transportation. Dinner will be on your own. Reservations 
can be made by calling Nancy at 815-414-1644. We hope 
that you can join us! 

Trip coordinators, Father Jeff and Nancy Goble 

Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us Sunday, November 6th, at noon for our 
Holiday Luncheon at the Mendota Civic Center. We will 
enjoy a lunch of hot beef on a roll, mashed potatoes, 
salad, brownie and coffee, lemonade, soda or water. 
Cost is $20 per person including tax and tip. Spouses and 
guests are welcome to join us. Doors open at 11:30 with 
lunch served at noon. Reservations required by October 
28th to Jeanne Fitzpatrick 815-343-0734. Hope to see 
you there! 

Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

We invite you to join the St Mary’s Altar Society. Please join us in 
our activities and projects. At this time we are  
collecting socks for homeless men, women and  
children. Dues are $20 for the year. There are  
envelopes in the back of the church. You can  
deposit dues in the collection basket. 

We have been asked to collect warm socks for  
the PADS homeless shelter. There will be a  
collection box in the back of the church during the month of 
October. 

THANK YOU!!! 

Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Altar Society President 

CATHOLIC 101 The midterm elections are in 

just a few days... and every Catholic has a moral 

obligation to participate. But voting is so much 

more than a moral duty. Ít's a privilege and one 

of the ways Catholics evangelize our American 

society. Here are three reasons every Catholic 

should plan on voting this November 8. READ 

 

† From Hope Life Center: 
Please pray for Shontelle, she is planning to abort. 

† Update: Lina has chosen LIFE! Thank you for your prayers. 

† Please pray for Maya. She has an abortion scheduled, but is now 

undecided regarding her decision. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions, please call 

Nancy Kaiser at 815.539.6656. You can also sign up to 

get them immediately as they come in by joining the 

Prayer Chain on Flocknote. Call the parish office for 

more information. 




