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Sunday, Nov 13th 33rd Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +Wes Doughty by Nancy Doughty & Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia McLachlan           

         by Florence Quackenbush 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Frank & Mary 

Catherine Wujek by Dar Wujek 
10:30 a.m. +Joseph McNally by Frank & Anita Kobilsek 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - 50 Aniversario de Bodas de 

   Fortunato y Bertha Correa 
Monday, Nov 14th  
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Magdalena Rients            

  by Cathy Schwingle 
7:00 p.m. +David Olguín by His Family 
Tuesday, Nov 15th  Saint Albert the Great 
7:00 a.m. +Kevin Corrigan by Brian & Deb Corrigan 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Kevin McConville               

   by St. Theresa Altar Society 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, Nov 16th Saint Margaret of Scotland    

Saint Gertrude 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Mrs. Dorothy Wiley          

   by Albert Melton Family 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Ray Lora Chaon 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions  
Thursday, Nov 17th Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

7:00 a.m. +Karen Zolper by Her Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Steven Short                   

 by Karen Pilon 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions 
Friday, Nov 18th Dedication of the Basilicas 

of Ss. Peter & Paul              
St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 

7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Kevin McConville               
   by Don & Carol McLachlan 

8:10 a.m. School Mass +Steve Michel by Mahaffey &  
      Setchell Families 

Saturday, Nov 19th Blessed Virgin Mary 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Catherine Taylor by Her Family 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Michael Corrigan               

     by Tim & Cindy Cook 
Sunday, Nov 20th Our Lord Jesus Christ,             
 King of the Universe 
6:30 a.m. +Robert & Lorraine Henkel by The Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Parishioners 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Bob & Mary 

Sondgeroth by Ron & Denise Frieders 
10:30 a.m. +Catherine Taylor by Mr. & Mrs. Gary Winner 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Mayra González                

por Diacono López 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Nov 19 N. Goble 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 20 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 20 G. Krenz 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Nov 26 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 27 R. Bergmark 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov 27 M. Heitmann 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 
briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. Nov 13 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Frank & Mary Catherine Wujek        

by Dar Wujek 

Sun. Nov 20 Our Lord Jesus Christ,                     
King of the Universe

9:00 a.m. +Bob & Mary Sondgeroth                
by Ron & Denise Frieders 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. Nov 20 Andy Wujek 

Sat.  Nov    05 0813 50.00 Abram Green 

Sun.  Nov   06 1824 50.00 Juanita Sondgeroth 

Mon. Nov    07 2036 100.00 Jennifer Stachlewitz 

Tue. Nov    08 3003 50.00 Connie & David Beetz 

Wed. Nov   09 0042 50.00 Frankie Currier 

Thur. Nov   10 1768 50.00 Dan Stephenitch 

Fri.   Nov    11 0133 50.00 Lisa Trevier 

 

Collection for November 6th, 2022 

Sunday Collection: 
Farm Collection: 

All Saints: 
Total: 

$1,394.00 
50.00 

        110.00 
$1,554.00 

Discipleship Corner: 

“Admire Christ’s power, and the courage of the 

disciples… The Romans conquered countless thousands 

of Jews, but they could not overcome twelve unarmed, 

and unprotected men.” 

~ St. Thomas Aquinas (13th century, Doctor of the Church) 

2023 Holy Cross Daily Dollars are 
here! If you need more, they are 
available in the church’s vestibule, or 
in the parish office. Please return your 
sold (and any unsold) tickets. Thank 
you for supporting Holy Cross School! 

FAST and PRAY for Illinois 

“But this kind is not cast out but by prayer and fasting.” 
Mt 17:21 

Heavenly Father, You have given us great hope by 
gifting us with the reversal of Roe. V. Wade. Bless the 
State of Illinois with good and holy leaders to guide 
and place us on the right path. We offer You our 
prayers and fasting in thanksgiving and for this 
intention. 

PRAY & FAST every FRIDAY  
for the CONVERSION of ILLINOIS 

(Clip out this prayer and keep as a reminder.) 

ADA Goal: $13,758.00  $5,295.00 Collected 

The Vision Team will meet on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Holy Cross 
School basement. If you are interested in serving in 
the vital parish ministry let Fr. Jeff know. We still need 
some volunteers. 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Nov 13 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Virginia McLachlan                               

  by Florence Quackenbush 

Mon. Nov 14  
8:00 a.m. +Magdalena Rients by Cathy Schwingle 
Tues. Nov 15 St. Albert the Great 
8:00 a.m. +Kevin McConville                                 

  by St. Theresa Altar Society 
Wed. Nov 16 St. Margaret of Scotland                        

St. Gertrude 
7:00 a.m. +Mrs. Dorothy Wiley                              

  by Albert Melton Family 
Thur. Nov 17 St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
8:00 a.m. +Steven Short by Karen Pilon 
Fri. Nov 18 Dedication of the Basilicas                 

of Ss. Peter & Paul                                    
St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 

7:00 a.m. +Kevin McConville by Don & Carol McLachlan 

Sat. Nov 19 Blessed Virgin Mary 
5:00 p.m. +Michael Corrigan by Tim & Cindy Cook 
Sun. Nov 20 Our Lord Jesus Christ,                     

King of the Universe

8:00 a.m. Parishioners 

Collection for November 6th  

Sunday Collection: 
Food Pantry: 

Candles: 
Mission Sunday: 

Total: 
 

Cemetery: 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

           0.00 
$0.00 

 
0.00 Lector & Extraordinary Minister  

of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, Nov. 19th       Sunday, Nov 20th 

Lector: Lisa Harness      Lector: Tom Gerber 

EMHC: Mary Sons     EMHC: Jack Cantlin 

No information available 

“Always think of yourself as everyone’s  

servant; look for Christ Our Lord in 

everyone and you will then have 

respect and reverence for them all.” 

~ Saint Teresa of Ávila 

† St. Theresa is planning a simple brunch for Fr. Jeff’s 

birthday on 11/20 after the 8:00 Mass. Please plan on 

joining us and wishing him a Happy Birthday. 

† St. Theresa is planning a Potluck & Bingo Night on 

Sunday, January 8, starting at 4:30. Please mark your 

The Vision Team will meet on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays from 6 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. in the Holy Cross School basement. If you 
are interested in serving in this vital parish ministry, 
let Fr. Jeff know. We still need some volunteers, and 
this is for all three parishes. 

ADA Goal: $19,920.00 {|} $10,145.00 Collected 

FAST and PRAY for Illinois 

“But this kind is not cast out but by prayer and fasting.” 
Mt 17:21 

Heavenly Father, You have given us great hope by 
gifting us with the reversal of Roe. V. Wade. Bless 
the State of Illinois with good and holy leaders to 
guide and place us on the right path. We offer You 
our prayers and fasting in thanksgiving and for this 
intention. 

PRAY & FAST every FRIDAY  
for the CONVERSION of ILLINOIS 

(Clip out this prayer and keep as a reminder.) 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

Paint Night 

At Peterstown 

With Lucy Schmidt 

Friday, November 18th 

At 6:00pm 

$30 per person 

 
To pay with PayPal:  Irschmidt@yahoo.com 

To pay with Venmo:  @LucySchmidt99 

To pay with cash: Put in envelope with Suzie Fritz  
       on it in the collection. 

Questions Call:  Lucy:  815-910-5221 
                      Suzie:  708-305-7734 



THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Jeff Accepted to the Priestly Society of St. Dominic 

Recently with permission of Bishop Lou, Fr. Jeff has discerned a call to enroll in the Order of St. Dominic and 

profess the rule of perfection suited to his state in life. In professing the Rule of St. Dominic he will become a 

true son of Dominic and a full and definitive member of the Dominican Order sharing all of its spiritual 

benefits. He will be a member of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Dominic. We will pursue greater perfection 

before God and the world and the Order of Preachers will provide him with aid and direct him in his  

own path of holiness leaving him to still freely serve the Church in the Diocese of Peoria under his  

Bishop. Once Fr. Jeff is invested this month, he will have the right to wear the Dominican habit on  

special occasions. In one year he will profess simple vows to the Order. He will still serve and live at  

Holy Cross and be priest of the Diocese of Peoria.  

Please continue to pray for him.  

St. Dominic pray for us! 

 
 

Office of the Bishop

 

November 2022 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our diocese will soon take up the national collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). 
Your support for this collection brings change to communities across the country and empowers those living in 
poverty to transform the places where they live into reflections of the Kingdom of God. In addition to making an 
impact nationally, those living in poverty in our own diocese are empowered by the 25% share of our collection 
that stays here. 

People with disabilities are among the most vulnerable members of society. Due to the challenges they face in all 
aspects of life—from jobs to housing, from transportation to health care access—people with disabilities have a 
poverty rate of over 22%. In Utah, the Disabled Rights Action Committee (DRAC) has been providing services 
and advocating for the rights of people with disabilities since the early 1990s. 

In 2020, when the COVI19 pandemic struck, people with disabilities were particularly vulnerable to sickness due 
to conditions in care facilities and a lack of protective gear. With funding from CCHD, DRAC provided material 
assistance in the form of protective gear and cash assistance. At the same time DRAC was able to expand its 
advocacy outreach to public officials and community members by conducting meetings online rather than in 
person. 

When your parish participates in the CCHD collection, your contributions help organizations like DRAC protect and 
advocate for the rights of the most vulnerable across the country. With 25% of your contribution staying within 
our diocese, you also help our neighbors. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can help CCHD this year. If you would like more information about the 
collection and the people it supports, visit www.usccb.org/cchd. 

Thank you for joining us to work on the margins. 

 
       Peace and Prayers, 



Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una 
boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le 
llevemos la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor 
llame a la oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

El Señor viene a gobernar 

la tierra con justicia. 

~ ver Salmo 98:9

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
13 de Noviembre 2022 

Trigésimo Tercer Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Lectores 
11/20 Daniel y Leticia Angulo 
11/27 Estela Lo pez y Norma Chicas 

Intenciones para Misa 
11/20:  12 p.m.  +Mayra Gonza lez por Diacono Lo pez 
11/27:  12 p.m.  Angel y Marisol Diaz (Cumplean os) 

'Todo lo que ves aquí—vendrán los 

días en que no quedará piedra sobre 

piedra, que no será derribada'. 

~ Lucas 21:6 



THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Mission Sunday 
All Saints 
Campaign - Human Development 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

11/06/22 

 
 

$8,014.00 
269.00 
203.00 
45.00 
30.00 

291.00 
         63.00 
$8,915.00 

   

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Nov    05 0813 50.00 Abram Green 

Sun. Nov   06 1824 50.00 Juanita Sondgeroth 

Mon. Nov    07 2036 100.00 Jennifer Stachlewitz 

Tue. Nov    08 3003 50.00 
Connie & David 
Beetz 

Wed. Nov   09 0042 50.00 Frank Currier 

Thur. Nov  10 1768 50.00 Dan Stephenitch 

Fri.   Nov   11 0133 50.00 Lisa Trevier 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
“Once for all beloved children, the surest, 

easiest, shortest way is by the Eucharist. It 

is so easy to approach the holy table, and 

there we taste the joys of Paradise.” 

~Pope St. Pius X 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

 

ADA Goal: $45,313.00  $28,344.00 Collected 



If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading 

at Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter 

for Mass, please drop a note in the collection with 

your name, telephone number, the ministry in 

which you would like to take part, and your Mass 

time preference(s). Even if you volunteered before, 

please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

L ET those who hope in you not be put to shame 
through me, Lord of hosts: let not those who seek 

you be dismayed through me, God of Israel. It is for 
you that I suffer taunts, that shame covers my face, 
that I have become a stranger to my brothers, an alien 
to my own mother’s sons... 

Psalm 69:7-9 

Saint Albert the Great 

Born of noble parents at Lauingen, along the Danube River 

in Germany, Albert entered the Dominican order and rose 

to become an esteemed scholar in Paris and Cologne. Con-

fident of the use of reason in the service of faith, Albert in-

terpreted the works of Aristotle for the medieval schoolmen. 

He was the great scientist of his age, devoted to careful ob-

servation. “The aim of natural science is not simply to ac-

cept the statements of others, but to investigate the causes 

that are at work in nature,” he said. Toward the end of his 

life, Albert suffered from memory loss. He died in 1280, in 

his Dominican habit, surrounded by his fellow friars. 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach about the Four Last Things 

Saint Cyprian of Carthage 
Bishop and martyr († 258)    Feast Day: September 16 

Born around the beginning of the third century, Cyprian 
became a well-known orator and lawyer. Described by a 
contemporary as “dignified without severity” and “cheerful 
without effusiveness,” he was a great administrator with a 
commanding personality. He was baptized around the year 
246 and became Bishop of Carthage in 248. 

During the Decian persecution, Cyprian went into hiding 
but continued to carry out his episcopal duties. Later, he was 
a staunch defender of Pope Saint Cornelius against the anti-
pope Novatian. During a subsequent persecution, under 
Emperor Valerian, he suffered a glorious martyrdom, which 
according to Augustine effaced whatever problems there were 
in his teachings (which at times were overly rigorous). 

Cyprian was a distinguished writer; one commentator 
claims that “until the days of Jerome and Augustine, Cyprian’s 
writings had no equal in the West.” His treatise “On Mortality” 
concludes with a reminder that we “are in the meantime living 
here as guests and strangers. Let us greet the day which 
assigns each of us to his own home, which snatches us 
hence, and sets us free from the snares of the world, and 
restores us to paradise and the kingdom.” The Catechism 
uses Cyprian’s words to teach about the beatific vision: “How 
great will your glory and happiness be, to be allowed to see 
God, to be honored with sharing the joy of salvation and 
eternal light with Christ your Lord and God…to delight in the 
joy of immortality in the Kingdom of heaven with the 
righteous and God’s friends” (CCC 1028). 

Father of truth, through the prayers and teachings 

of Saint Cyprian, grant us the grace of final perseverance 

so that we may behold your face. 

MAGNIFICAT MAGAZINE, November 2022 p. 190 

“If you judge people, you have no 

time to love them.” 

~ Saint Mother Teresa of Kolkata 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Our Evangelization team is on the move! Our 
meetings have gone from Thurs-day 
afternoons to Tuesday evenings to 
(now) Tuesday afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community before 
our meetings and any/all 
parishioners are welcome 
to join in! 

Please feel free to join us 
in the church to pray the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the 
rosary at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the church. 



(Continued next page) 

The song has been called a “stream of 
consciousness rant” and the lyrics speak of such things 

as earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, over-population, governments 
for hire, and book burnings, among other things. As we wrap up 
the current Liturgical Year, we are, as usual, contemplating the 
End Times, also known as eschatology. In today’s Gospel Jesus 
tells us what to look for so we might be better prepared for that 
Day of Judgment. He speaks of  wars and insurrections, nation 
rising against nation, earthquakes, famines and plagues. 

I have been reading a book mostly about the French 
Revolution in the late 18th century. If you know anything of 
the French Revolution, you know the name of Maximilien 
Robespierre. He was one of the chief architects of the 
revolution and one of the most ruthless and bloodthirsty men 
in all of history. Indeed, the French Revolution gave birth to the 
likes of Napoleon Bonaparte’s dictatorship, as well as breeding 
the ideas of revolution for the likes of Vladimir Lenin and Adolf 
Hitler. I bring this to mind because, as we look at the state of 
the world today, we can clearly see that, not many, but all of the 
signs Jesus spoke of have already taken place. We can look 
around and see society in a seeming free-fall, watching in 
wonder as morality becomes a more and more rare commodity. 

In my reading on the French Revolution I learned that things 
in France  were very much as they are today. We have had our 
“mostly peaceful” riots in the cities across the country, we have 
had Antifa and BLM protests; we’ve seen the Occupy Wall 
Street groups rise and fall. Watching the news, from just about 
any given source, we see what has been dubbed as fake news 
by the opposing side; it is misinformation and propaganda to 
be sure, and both sides have been caught up in its promotion. 

I would like to share what was promoted and put into law by 
the Committee of Public Safety. But make no mistake, the idea 

is solely at the feet of Monsieur Robespierre. It reads as 
follows: 

The revolutionary tribunal is instituted fir the 
punishment of the enemies of the people. The enemies of 
the people are those who seek to destroy public liberty, 
either by force or by intrigue. The following shall be 
considered enemies of the people: 

Those who shall have promoted the re-establishment of 
royalty or sought to discredit or dissolve the National 
Convention and the revolutionary and republican 
government, whose nucleus it is. 

Those who shall have betrayed the Republic while in 
command of fortresses and armies, or while fulfilling any 
other military function, who shall have held communication 
with the enemies of the Republic, or who shall have sought 
to bring about a shortage of supplies or men; 

Those who shall have sought to prevent the provisioning 
of Paris, or cause famine in the Republic; 

Those who shall have seconded the projects of France’s 
enemies by concealing or sheltering conspirators and 
aristocrats, by persecuting and slandering the patriots, by 
corrupting the representatives of the people, or by abusing 
the principles of the Revolution, the law, and the 
government through false and perfidious applications; 

Those who shall have deceived the people or the 
representatives of the people to induce them to actions 
contrary to the interests of liberty; 

Those who shall have sought to spread discouragement 
in order to forward the enterprises of the tyrants leagued 
against the Republic; 

Those who shall have disseminated false news in order 
to divide and trouble the people; 

Those who shall have sought to mislead public opinion, 
prevent the enlightenment of the people, deprave morals, 
corrupt the national conscience, and impair the strength 
and purity of revolutionary and republican principles, or 
arrest their progress, either by insidious, counter-
revolutionary writings, or by some other machinations; 

Those who compromise the safety of the Republic by 
dishonest contracts and squanderings of the public wealth, 
other than those compromised in the provisions of the law 
of the 7th Frimaire (November 21st); 

Those who, being charged with public functions, abuse 
them to aid the enemies of the Revolution, annoy the 
patriots, and oppress the people; 

And finally, all those who are designated in previous 
laws relative to the punishment of conspirators and counter
-revolutionists, and who by any means and under any guise 
shall have made attacks against the liberty, unity, and safety 
of the Republic, or sought to hinder their advancement. 

The penalty for all crimes whose investigation 
appertains to the Revolutionary Tribunal is death. The 
proof necessary to condemn the enemies of the people us 
any kind of document, material, moral, verbal, or written, 
which would naturally influence and just and reasonable 
mind. 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

The Execution of King Louis XVI 



The main reason for the promotion of this law was so that 
the executions via the guillotine could be expedited. They 
simply weren’t killing the people quickly enough, and they 
thought this law would allow them to address that by forego-
ing the need for any trials. To be accused was to be found 
guilty! This isn’t intended to alarm anyone (although the 
heading does say to be warned and alert), but rather it is to 
show that the human race has been before where we now 
find ourselves.  

We see the violence in the streets and the divisions within 
society; division even within families, all based on political 
ideologies. This is not what our Catholic faith is about, and is 
not what our faith teaches us. We are a people of hope be-
cause Jesus Christ, the Son of God—God Incarnate—has suf-
fered, died, been buried in a tomb, and resurrected from that 
tomb, because He has defeated death. He desires to save us, 
his creation, who has been created in His image and likeness. 
Christ is the Victor here! 

He warned of false prophets, and the many people who 
would come in His name, saying ‘“I am he,’ and ‘The time 
has come.’ “Do not follow them!” Jesus warns us. 

We know that everything Jesus predicted came to fruition. 
He told his disciples that they would be led before kings and 
governors, they would be handed over to prisons and syna-
gogues, all because of His name. Every one of the Apostles, save 
one, died the martyrs death. Peter & Paul both suffered death at 
the hands of the emperor Nero. The apostle James, also known 
as James the Just or James the Less, became the bishop of Jeru-
salem and was martyred there. Even Stephen, though he was 
not an apostle, was a disciple, and we recognize him today as 
the first Christian martyr. The point is that Jesus exhorted his 
disciples to be alert and to heed his warning of the signs of the 
times, those things that would come about before his Second 
Coming. 

There is something else we must remember when contem-
plating the end times, and that is the worst day in human 
history has already happened, and nothing as bad can ever 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

surpass its evil. That is the day that mankind tried to kill God. 
When Jesus was crucified on Golgotha, his torturers and tor-
mentors did not know who he really was. As C.S. Lewis said, 
Jesus was one of three possibilities, that he was either a liar, a 
lunatic, or the Lord.  He said he was one with the Father in 
heaven, he performed many great miracles, he healed the sick, 
cured the deaf and restored sight to the blind, all before many 
and various witnesses. And yet he was tried, found guilty and 
crucified by the political and religious leaders of the city. 

In spite of all of this, we are a people of hope, just as those 
first disciples were, and every great saint who followed were 
people of hope. What do we hope for? It is our own resurrec-
tion—in the Lord. Christ was resurrected by his own power and 
promised that we too, on the last day will be resurrected by his 
power. 

Jesus was speaking primarily about the destruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Those first-century Jews who heard this 
discourse read something more into it than meets the eye. And 
down through the ages the Church has also read more into his 
discourse than meets the eye. 

We should understand that we are living in the end times 
now. Paragraph 585 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
says in part, “On the threshold of his Passion Jesus announced the 
coming destruction of this splendid building (the Temple)… By 
doing so, he announced a sign of the last days, which were to 
begin with his own Passover” (emphasis added).  

Paragraph 675 explains the before the ultimate judgment, 
the final judgment and the end of this world and the coming of 
the New Creation and the new Heavens and new Earth, the 
Church, like the apostles before us, will pass through a final 
time of trial, tribulation and will be marked by apostasy, people 
abandoning the faith. Here is what it says specifically: “Before 
Christ’s second coming the Church must pass through a final trial 
that will shake the faith of many believers. The persecution that 
accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the ‘mystery of 
iniquity’ in the form of a religious deception offering men an ap-
parent solution to their problems at the price of apostasy from 
the truth. The supreme religious deception is that of the Anti-
christ, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in 
place of God and his Messiah come in the flesh.” 

Paragraph 677 continues… “The Church will enter the glory 
of the kingdom only through this final 
Passover, when she will follow her Lord in 
his death and Resurrection. The kingdom 
will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic tri-
umph of the Church through a progres-
sive ascendancy, but only by God’s victory 
over the final unleashing of evil, which 
will cause his Bride to come down from 
heaven. God’s triumph over the revolt of 
evil will take the form of the Last Judgment 
after the final cosmic upheaval of this pass-
ing world. 



 

 

 

Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription! To set up your 
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Did Jesus Work Miracles? 

† But why did Jesus work miracles? 
The miracles that Jesus worked were signs that the kingdom of 
God was beginning. They expressed his love for mankind and 
reaffirmed his mission. 
Jesus' miracles were not self-aggrandizing displays of magic. He 
was filled with the power of God's healing love. Through his 
miracles he showed that he is the Messiah and that the kingdom of 
God begins in him. Thus it became possible to experience the 
dawn of the new world: he freed people from hunger (Jn 6:5-15), 
injustice (Lk 19:8), sickness, and death (Mt 11:5). By driving out 
demons, he began his victorious advance against the "ruler of this 
world" (meaning Satan; see Jn 12:31). Nevertheless, Jesus did not 
remove all misfortune and evil from the world. He directed his 
attention principally to freeing man from the slavery of sin. His 
central concern was faith, which he also elicited through miracles. 
(YOUCAT question 91) 
Dig Deeper: CCC section (549-550) and other references here. 
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The terrible persecutions that Christ tells us his 

followers should expect will lead to one great thing: “to 

your giving testimony.” The ability to speak a word of 

wisdom that we do not prepare beforehand—that 

Jesus himself will give us and that leaves our 

adversaries powerless to resist—is an irrefutable sign 

of the authority and majesty of Christ. “The day is 

coming when all the proud and all evildoers will be 

stubble.” The words of wisdom of Jesus are what turn 

the wicked to stubble. But for those who fear God’s 

name, “there will arise the sun of justice with its 

healing rays.” Christ calls us to be confident in his 

provident care of us: “Not a hair on your head will be 

destroyed.” 

Magnificat Magazine: Sunday, November 13, 2022  

 

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

A Hungarian princess, Elizabeth was married to 

Ludwig, landgrave of Thuringia, at the age of four-

teen, and together they had three children. Eliza-

beth was devoted to her husband. He, for his part, 

grew to love Elizabeth’s open handed care for the 

poor. “So long as she does not sell the castle, I am 

happy with her!” he declared. Ludwig died while on 

his way to the Crusades in 1227. 

Elizabeth gave herself over to dili-

gent prayer, penance, and tending 

the poor in the hospital she founded. 

She died in the habit of the Francis-

can Third Order at the age of twenty

-four. 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 



Will you pray for vocations from our parish? 
Our Church desperately needs more priests. Join 
thousands of Catholics who are pledging to pray daily or 
weekly for vocations. www.invisiblemonastery.com 
Remember, each Thursday the Adoration Chapel is 
dedicated to prayer for vocations and we will continue to 
pray the litany for vocations after Thursday Mass. 

IS THAT IN THE BIBLE? 

Understanding Revelation 

Father Anthony Giambrone, O.P. 

The Book of Revelation is a strange and quizzical creation. 

The entire book could fall under our query: “Is that in the 

Bible?” Had one posed this question to early Christians, 

many may have honestly answered, “No,” for universal 

recognition of Revelation as a canonical text was late in 

coming. Even in the 16th century, after it had long been 

accepted and read in the West, the question was still not 

finally settled for some. Martin Luther famously doubted 

Revelation’s inspiration for instance. To this day the book 

is not read liturgically in the Orthodox Church. 

This all raises the question how to make theological 

sense of what Thomas Jefferson scorned as the “ravings of 

a maniac, no more worthy, nor capable of explanation than 

the incoherence of our nightly dreams.” However 

impenetrable Jefferson’s own maniacal nightly dream life 

may have been, his curt dismissal of Revelation goes too 

far. Many of the daring, graphic images in the book are a 

kind of apocalyptic code also known from other Jewish 

texts of the period. This does not necessarily make these 

symbols simple to decipher, but with a little patience the 

riddles can begin to be unraveled. 

The two mysterious beasts of Revelation 13, emerging 

from the sea and from the land, illustrate well the range of 

the book’s motifs. Leviathan and Behemoth, the two great 

beasts of the classical biblical and Jewish bestiary, stand 

behind this basic pairing. Leviathan was the primordial sea 

monster, Behemoth the titan who prowled as king on the 

land. Especially the former had become a popular emblem 

of the end times. 

Revelation’s sea beast, we are told, was a fearsome 

and fantastical creation—not just a giant, serpent-like fish 

(as Leviathan traditionally was), but a weird zoological 

composition. It had ten horns and seven heads…and…was 

like a leopard, and its feet were like those of a bear, and its 

mouth was like that of a lion (13:1-2). This description is an  

open challenge to marine biology as we know it, and 

the image must not be misunderstood. We confront 

here a pastiche of the Prophet Daniel’s earlier vision. 

He saw four different monsters—a lion, a bear, a 

leopard, and a ten-horned creature—who represented 

four different world empires and, like Revelation’s 

beast, all lurched out of the sea (Dn 7:1-8; cf. Dn 2). 

Revelation’s message suggests that the violent rule of 

those earlier imperial reigns has now been rolled into 

one prodigiously savage fiend. That this horrible 

Grendel comes out of the sea and onto the land hints at 

its birth out of the primeval chaos, which it bears with it 

into the inhabitable world as a power of evil 

destruction. 

A biblically literate audience will also catch 

Revelation’s further allusions to Daniel. This beast is 

given a throne and great authority, for instance (Rev 

13:2b), a parody of the throne given to the one like a 

Son of Man who defeats Daniel’s four beasts (Dn 7:11-

14). Evidently, this beast of all beasts will not lie down 

and die as easily as Daniel’s four imperial powers at 

the presence of the man who comes on the clouds. 

Startlingly, we find Revelation’s monster mortally 

wounded but then suddenly rising (Rev 13:3). This 

chilling inability to be rid of the beast is a still more 

daring parody—a form of mock resurrection—which 

decodes the whole image. The beast is aping the Son of 

Man, the risen Jesus reigning over his unending 

kingdom. With clues like this we begin to see what has 

long been recognized as the Anti-Christ. 

Understanding how to decode the signs of the 

times is another matter than just intelligent reading, of 

course. Still, recognizing the symbolic idiom of 

Revelation’s visions is where we must inevitably start. 

And a bit of biblical knowledge can quickly take us 

some distance. 

Father Anthony Giambrone, O.P., is a Dominican priest of the 

Province of Saint Joseph and professor of the New Testament at 

the Ecole biblique de Jérusalem. 



GREAT CONVERSION STORIES 
Mortimer Adler 

John Janaro 

Mortimer Adler (1902–2001) was a widely influential philos-

opher and educator in 20th-century America. His Socratic 

pedagogy of seminars based on the “great books” of the 

Western world aimed to educate people to understand the 

“great ideas” and engage in the “great conversation” of the 

Western humanities tradition, not merely as historical arti-

facts but as paths to discovering the deepest truths and 

highest purposes of life. He was professor at the University 

of Chicago and later founded the Institute for Philosophical 

Research and the Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies 

(which offered seminars for business executives and pro-

fessionals). 

Adler’s philosophical mentors were Aristotle and Saint 

Thomas Aquinas. He defended the objectivity of philosophi-

cal truth against skepticism and positivism. He collaborat-

ed with prominent Catholic philosophers, and his seminars 

helped more than a few of his students to discover the 

Church and become converts. Yet Mortimer Adler himself 

only came to Christianity slowly. The dramatic depths of his 

long journey from the “God of the philosophers” to Jesus 

Christ are unknown to us. But from his own autobiograph-

ical testimonies and from the observations of some friends, 

we can glimpse signs of the gradual yet distinctive work-

ings of grace. 

The son of Jewish immigrants in Manhattan, Adler had a 

largely secular upbringing. It was philosophy that first in-

troduced him to God, and at Columbia University he first 

encountered the “integrity, precision, and brilliance” of 

Thomas Aquinas. Over many decades he pursued the 

“philosophy of God” as a fascinating and demanding intel-

lectual exercise and became a convinced Thomist in many 

respects. But he claimed to have no interest in personal re-

ligious faith. 

There are copies of The Word 
Among Us for Advent in both, 

Spanish and English, for a donation 

of $2.00. It is a great tool to help in 

your daily prayer life, and it has all 

the Mass readings and reflections 

for Advent. 

Nevertheless, his real life suggested otherwise. In 

the late 1930s he was powerfully drawn to the Catholic 

Church and “agonized over the question” of converting. 

But he felt hindered by the fear of opposition from his 

parents, his Episcopalian wife, and his closest friends. 

Years later, in his 1977 memoirs, he concluded that he 

didn’t receive the grace of faith because he didn’t want 

to convert, he didn’t want to change his secular-liberal 

lifestyle and take up the challenges of Christian living. He 

wanted to study God, but also keep him at a distance. 

Adler’s first wife divorced him, and we know little of 

the origins or details of this relationship. His marriage to 

the devout Episcopalian Caroline Pring in 1963, howev-

er, seemed .to represent a step forward toward a rela-

tionship with God Caroline witnessed to the importance 

of her own faith, and her hope that he might share it 

someday. Mortimer’s grave .illness in 1984 finally 

opened up the long-awaited possibility The pastor of 

Caroline’s church visited him in the hospital and prayed 

for his recovery, and something mysterious happened. 

The eighty-two-year-old philosopher wept, and began 

saying the Lord’s Prayer. For days afterward, he contin-

ued to repeat the Our Father (the only prayer he knew). 

He realized that—for the first time—he was praying to 

the God he had studied for so long. He repented of his 

sins and was baptized in the Episcopal church on April 

21, 1984. 

One step remained before him. He returned to the 

Aspen Institute seminars and a new generation of young 

Catholic Thomist philosophers who befriended him, 

along with Father Pierre DuMaine, the future Catholic 

bishop of San Jose, California. Mortimer and Caroline 

eventually retired to San Mateo (in DuMaine’s diocese), 

where she passed away in 1998. The following year, at 

the age of ninety-seven, Mortimer Adler was received in-

to the Catholic Church by his friend Bishop DuMaine, af-

ter so many years of learning from .Christ’s brilliant and 

humble disciple Saint Thomas Aquinas. 

John Janaro is associate professor emeritus of theology at Christendom 

College, and author of Never Give Up: My Life and God’s 

Mercy (Servant Books). He blogs at www.johnjanaro.com. 

Three-Parish Vision Team 

The Vision Team will meet on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month, from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Holy 
Cross School basement. If you are interested in serving in 
this vital ministry, please let Fr. Jeff know. We still have 
room for additional volunteers. 



 

8th High Honor Roll 
Emily Diaz 
Elaina Koch 
Kara Miars 
Alexandrew Tillman 

8th Honor Roll 
Daniel Garcia  
Nolan Hagenbuch 
James Whitmore 
Carter Wujek 

7th High Honor Roll 
Charlee Dankenbring 
Komen Denault 
Hayley Diaz 
Corbin Doll 
Karson Doyle 
Bear Fitzpatrick 
Leah Henkel 
Shea Kreiser 
Kaylee MacDonald 
Abby Magallanes 
Gaby Martinez 
Kamilah Preciado 
Maddox Rosales 
Elsie Soliman 
Ross Sondgeroth 
Cole Tillman 
Charley Wilson 

7th Honor Roll 
Giselle Gonzalez 
Leah Schwemlein 

6th High Honor Roll 
Rafael Arteaga 
Raegan Atherton 
Joseph Cackley 
Damien Dissell 
Cal Doyle 
Quinn Eddy 
Catherine Moench 
Kyla Muhlstadt 
Yulissa Quintana 

6th Honor Roll 
Claire Atherton 
Will Aughenbaugh 
Eva Beetz  
Abby Delao 
Elesea Denk 
Liam Jones 
Nora Rhynedance 

5th High Honor Roll 
Emme Beetz 
Blake Cyrocki 
Leo Engels 
Cale Full 
Linda MacDonald 
Lille Monterastelli 
Camden Pawlowski 
Ellye Reppin 
Molly Wilson 

5th Grade Honor Roll 
Shanelle Koplin 

Holy Cross School  -  1st Quarter Honor Roll  -  2022-2023 
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

We invite you to join us as we begin the 
Advent season with a performance of A 
Christmas Carol. It will be on Sunday, 
Dec. 11th at the Metropolis 
Performing Arts Center Theater in 
Arlington Heights. The Green River Lines 
bus will take us to the theater and will 
stop for dinner on the way home. The 
bus will leave at 12 noon form the Holy 
Cross School parking lot. 

The price of $65.00 includes your ticket and bus transpor-
tation. Dinner will be on your own. Reservations can be 
made by calling Nancy at 815-414-1644. We hope that you 
can join us! 

Trip coordinators, Father Jeff and Nancy Goble 

Our present life is given only to gain the eternal one 
and if we don’t think about it, we build our affections 
on what belongs to this world, where our life is 
transitory. When we have to leave it we are afraid 
and become agitated. Believe me, to live happily in 
this pilgrimage, we have to aim at the hope of 
arriving at our Homeland, where we will stay 
eternally. Meanwhile we have to believe firmly that 
God calls us to Himself and follows us along the path 
towards Him. He will never permit anything to 
happen to us that is not for our greater good. He 
knows who we are and He will hold  
out His paternal hand to us during  
difficulties, so that nothing prevents  
us from running to Him swiftly. But to  
enjoy this grace we must have comp- 
lete trust in Him. 

—Saint Padre Pio 

Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

THANK YOU for so generously donating socks for PADS 
homeless shelter. Holy Cross Collected 250 new pairs of 
socks and some gently used, warm socks. 

Please support the Altar Society’s Mrs. Santa Bake 
Sale on December 3rd at the First State Bank! 

We appreciate all who have joined our Altar Society.  
Your dues help to support the needs of the altar.  
St. Mary’s Altar Society reupholstered 6 kneelers– your knees will 
thank us– and they look lovely. And, we purchased the beautiful 
new rug behind the altar. 

Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Altar Society President 

CATHOLIC 101 Catholics have a myriad of ex-

aminations of conscience to choose from when it 

comes to making a good Confession. But how of-

ten do we also review the actual format of the 

sacrament? Fr. Chris Pietraszko explains the 

“why” behind every step of the Sacrament of 

Penance. READ 

Signs of Grace Youth Group 

is collecting canned food 

for the Mendota Food Pantry. 

There is a box in the vestibule.  

Please only canned food. 

 
The 2023 Daily Dollars are here! If 

you need more Daily Dollars they are 
available in the church’s vestibule or 
in the Parish Office. Thank you for 

supporting Holy Cross School! 




