


HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, Jan 1st Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God 
 The Octave Day of the Nativity of 

the Lord 
6:30 a.m. +Cathy Kilmartin by Tim & Lori McConville 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jerry Meyer by Dan Meyer 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Mary Catherine Wujek  

by Altar Society 
10:30 a.m. +Jim O’Neil by His Parents 
11:00 a.m. Mass in Spanish - +Alfredo y María Díaz por 

Familia 
Monday, Jan 2nd Ss. Basil the Great                       

& Gregory Nazianzen 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Gerald “Jerry” Meyer        

by Cheryl Meyer 
7:00 p.m. +Rose Fox by Tim & Lori McConville 
Tuesday, Jan 3rd The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
7:00 a.m. +Kevin Corrigan by Mrs. Judy Thomas 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Don Norton                     

by Wilma Stillwell 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, Jan 4th Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Mary Elenor McNally         

by Karen Pilon 
8:00 a.m. +Robert & Oneida Doran by Family 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions 
Thursday, Jan 5th Saint John Neumann 

7:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Thomas Schuhler 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Purgatorial Society 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. —  Confessions 
Friday, Jan 6th Saint André Bessette 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia McLachlan           

by Marilynn Kuhn 
8:00 a.m. +Mary K. Sondgeroth                                    

by Raymond Joerger Family 
Saturday, Jan 7th Saint Raymond Peñafort 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. Parishioners 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Jerry Simkins                   

by Mike & Kathy Pierce 
Sunday, Jan 8th The Epiphany of the Lord 
6:30 a.m. +James Hessenberger                                 

by Robert & Deb Stachlewitz 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia McLachlan            

by Deb Rose and Rose Rose 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Mary Catherine 

Sondgeroth by Family 
10:30 a.m. +Ashley Heiting by David Stremlau & Nancy 
11:00 a.m. Mass in Spanish -  Las Almas del Purgatorio  

por Raúl Díaz 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Jan 7 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan 8 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan 8 G. Krenz 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, January 14 N. Goble 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, January 15 R. Bergmark 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, January 15 C. Fischer 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com
mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
mailto:mlflahive53@comcast.net


$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. Jan 1 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 
of God

9:00 a.m. +Mary Catherine Wujek                       
by Altar Society 

Sun. Jan 8 The Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 a.m. +Mary Catherine Sondgeroth         

by Family 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. Jan 8 Nancy Brodko 

Sat.  Dec    24 1237 50.00 Andrew Belan 

Sun.  Dec   25 3264 1000.00 Joe Zolper 

Mon. Dec    26 0399 100.00 Ruby McConville 

Tue. Dec    27 2661 50.00 Kelsie Wujek 

Wed. Dec   28 2036 50.00 Jennifer Stachlewitz 

Thur. Dec   29 3230 50.00 Dan Kobilsek 

Fri.   Dec    30 2120 50.00 Yvonne Smith 

 

Collection for December 25th, 2022 

Sunday Collection: 
Christmas: 

Utility: 
Total: 

$4,5030.00 
637.00 

        50.00 
$5,190.00 

2023 Holy Cross Daily Dollars are 
here! If you need more, they are 
available in the church’s vesti-
bule, or in the parish office. 
Please return your sold (and any 
unsold) tickets. Thank you for 
supporting Holy Cross School! 

The Parish Office will be closed on 

Monday, January 2, 2023  

A New Year’s Prayer 

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our 

family be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We 

know that you are always ready to forgive us. Help us to 

be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one 

another. 

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values 

and our deepest desires. Help us to live in the goodness 

that comes from doing what you want us to do. Help us 

to put aside anxiety about the future and the past, so that 

we might live in peace with you now, one day at a time. 



January 8th there will be 
a Potluck supper and 
Bingo party. Come and 
join us. A sure cure for 
the post holiday let 

down and the cold weather. Bring a dish to pass 
(sign up in vestibule). Bingo with prizes, will be 
played after supper. The last game of 
the night will be a $100.00 gift card 
from Casey's. No use staying home, 
counting snowflakes. Join us in the 
hall for some good food and fun. 

ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

JANUARY 1, 2023 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Jan 1 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 

of God

8:00 a.m. +Jerry Meyer by Dan Meyer Family 

Mon. Jan 2 Ss. Basil the Great                               
& Gregory Nazianzan 

8:00 a.m. +Gerald “Jerry” Meyer by Cheryl Meyer 
Tues. Jan 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
8:00 a.m. +Don Norton by Wilma Stillwell 
Wed. Jan 4 Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
7:00 a.m. +Mary Elenor McNally by Karen Pilon 
Thur. Jan 5 Saint John Neumann 
8:00 a.m. +Purgatorial Society 
Fri. Jan 6 Saint André Bessette 
7:00 a.m. +Virginia McLachlan by Marilynn Kuhn 
Sat. Jan 7 Saint Raymond Peñafort 
4:00 p.m. +Jerry Simkins by Mike & Kathy Pierce 
Sun. Jan 8 The Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 a.m. +Virginia McLachlan by Roger & Deb Lane 

Collection for December 25th  

Sunday Collection: 
Christmas Flowers 

Candles: 
Total: 

 
 

Cemetery: 

$2,577.00 
25.00 

           27.86 
$2,629.86 

 
 

$10.00 

The Parish Office will be closed on 

Monday, January 2, 2023  

Lector & Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, Jan. 7th           Sunday, Jan 8th 

Lector:     Lector: Volunteer 

EMHC:      EMHC:  

No information available 

Holy Hour for January 6th 

Our first Holy Hour of the 
year take place on 

January 6th. Hours are 7:30 - 4:30. 
Start the year off right by honoring our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Sign up in the vestibule, please. 



Thank you for all treats, cards and gifts this Holy 

Season. Your generosity is a great sign of your 

appreciation and love for the priesthood. I will use 

the gifts to help those I know are in need, including 

our seminarians. I continue to pray for you and 

your families daily in our rectory chapel and at 

Holy Mass. I am very blessed to have you as my 

parishioners. Wishing you Blessings in 2023. 

    Fr. Jeff 

ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

JANUARY 1, 2023 

The Year Ahead 
May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 

But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making our path easy, 

But by making us sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from us, 

But by taking fear from our heart; 

Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making our life always pleasant, 

But by showing us when people and their causes need us most, 

and by making us anxious to be there to help. 

God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead. 

 

Happy New Year! 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 

The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 

The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 



Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una 
boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le 
llevemos la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor 
llame a la oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

  

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
1 de Enero 2023 

Santísima Virgen María, la Madre de Dios 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Intenciones para Misa 
01/08:  11 a.m.  +Las almas del Purgatorio por Rau l Dí az 
01/15:  12 p.m.  +Luis Castan eda por Familia 

Lectores 
01/08 Jesu s y Rau l Dí az 
01/15 Carlos Moreno y Ramona Escatel 

Ministros de Eucaristía 
01/08:  12 p.m.  Estela Lo pez y Leticia Angulo 
01/15:  12 a.m.  Enedina Magallanes y Jesu s Dí az 

‘Cuando se cumplieron ocho días para su 

circuncisión, se llamó Jesús, nombre que le dio 

el ángel antes de que fuera concebido en el 

vientre’. 

~Lucas 2:21 



 

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
1 de Enero 2023 

Santísima Virgen María, la Madre de Dios 



Yendo ma s alla , se entendí a que este Mesí as, este Cristo, no 
era so lo eso sino que tambie n era Sen or. En el Antiguo Testa-
mento griego, el nombre de Sen or es kyrios. Entonces, este ni-
n o no es solo el Mesí as, sino que tambie n es el Sen or, o Kyrios. 
Comprende entonces, como Sen or, esto significa que el nin o es 
Divino, lo que significa que es uno en naturaleza con Dios. 

A continuacio n, veamos el versí culo que nos dice que Marí a 
meditaba todas estas cosas en su corazo n. Otra palabra griega 
aquí , synte re o , que literalmente significa 'atesorar'. Así  que Ma-
rí a aquí  esta  tomando las palabras de los pastores y atesora n-
dolas en su corazo n. Cuando Lucas escribe acerca de Marí a me-
ditando sobre estas cosas, la palabra griega es symba llo , que 
significa “juntar” o “juntar”. El significado ma s profundo aquí  es 
que al reflexionar sobre estas cosas en su corazo n, Marí a esta  
reconstruyendo interiormente lo que todo esto significa real-
mente; ella tení a su propio mensaje de un a ngel, Jose  tení a su 
propio mensaje de un a ngel, y ahora estos pastores traen otro 
mensaje de un a ngel. Todos estos mensajes representan que es-
te nin o sera  el Hijo del Dios viviente. Solo ponte en el lugar de 
Mary y trata de darle sentido a todo esto. Ella tuvo que reflexio-
nar sobre estas cosas por el resto de su vida para que tuvieran 
sentido y se enfrentara al significado ma s profundo de la vida 
de su Hijo. 

Y finalmente llegamos a quiza s la mejor razo n por la que se 
eligio  este pasaje del Evangelio para este dí a de fiesta. El u ltimo 
versí culo del pasaje de hoy dice: Cuando se cumplieron ocho 
días para su circuncisión, se le puso por nombre Jesús, 
nombre que le dio el ángel antes de que fuera concebido en 
el vientre. Este es el octavo día también para nosotros, desde 
la celebracio n de la Navidad, o la natividad del Sen or. Este es el 
dí a de la octava de la temporada naviden a. En la cultura judí a, a 
un nin o varo n no se le da un nombre hasta el octavo dí a 
despue s de su nacimiento, y en el momento de su circuncisio n. 
Se le dio el nombre de Jesu s (o Josue , o Yehoshua, o Yeshua, hay 
diferentes formas del nombre), que significa “el Sen or salva”. 

A veces, los cristianos no cato licos se opondra n a llamar a 
Marí a Madre de Dios. La gente puede pensar que los cato licos 
esta n elevando a Marí a a un nivel que es igual a Dios, o incluso 
por encima de eso, porque bueno, ¡ella es la madre de Dios! 
Otros pueden pensar que la estamos identificando como la Ma-
dre de la Santí sima Trinidad, lo que la harí a preexistente al 
mismo Dios. Ninguna de estas razones podrí a estar ma s lejos 
de la verdad. 

Honramos y veneramos a Marí a como la Madre de Jesu s, el 
Hijo de Dios, la Segunda Persona Divina de la Santí sima Trini-
dad. Lo que significa la encarnacio n es que nuestro Creador se 
digno  asumir la carne humana para hacerse como nosotros, pa-
ra hacerse uno de nosotros. Jesu s de Nazaret es realmente Ver-
dadero Dios y Verdadero Hombre. E l es el Salvador y el Recon-
ciliador entre nosotros y el Padre. 

Quiero decir, ni siquiera estamos escuchando la parte 
sobre cua l era el mensaje del a ngel a los pastores. Solo estamos es-
cuchando que los pastores fueron a ver al nin o Jesu s y le dieron el 
mensaje a Marí a y Jose . 

Tenemos varias muy buenas razones para la eleccio n de este 
pasaje para la celebracio n del festival de hoy. Profundicemos en 
el pasaje y veamos por que  este pasaje es tan relevante para 
hoy. 

Los a ngeles les habí an dicho a los pastores que encontrarí an 
al bebe  envuelto en pan ales y acostado en un pesebre. Cuando 
fueron a Bele n y vieron que lo que el a ngel les habí a dicho era 
exactamente cierto, se emocionaron mucho y relataron todo lo 
que los a ngeles les habí an dicho. Esto hizo que Marí a y Jose  que-
daran “maravillados por lo que les habían dicho los pasto-
res”. Luego escuchamos que “María guardaba todas estas co-
sas, meditándolas en su corazón”. 

Analicemos estos dos versí culos y obtengamos una com-
prensio n au n ma s profunda. El mensaje que el a ngel les dio a los 
pastores fue: “… os ha nacido hoy en la ciudad de David un 
Salvador, que es Cristo el Señor” (Lucas 2:11, RSV). Este fue el 
mensaje que los pastores transmitieron a Marí a y Jose : que este 
nin o, su hijo, era un salvador, y no solo un salvador (como si eso 
no fuera suficiente), sino que e l era el Mesí as tan esperado! Me-
sí as es la palabra hebrea para “ungido de Dios” y el equivalente 
griego se traduce como Cristo en nuestro idioma espan ol. 
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THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Flowers 
Immaculate Conception 
Religious Retirement 
Christmas 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

12/25/22 

 
 

$15,082.25 
306.00 
308.00 
40.00 
50.00 
10.00 
20.00 

      3,935.00
$19,751.25 

   

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Dec    24 1237 50.00 Andrew Belan 

Sun. Dec   25 3264 1000.00 Joe Zolper 

Mon. Dec    26 0399 100.00 Ruby McConville 

Tue. Dec    27 2661 50.00 Kelsie Wujek 

Wed. Dec   28 2036 50.00 Jennifer Stachlewitz 

Thur. Dec  29 3230 50.00 Dan Kobilsek 

Fri.   Dec   30 2120 50.00 Yvonne Smith 

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  KING OF THE UN I-
VERSE  

Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN M ARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD  

1300 13th Ave. Mendota, IL 61342 815-539-5656 

Since 1885...Best Place to Borrow, 

Best Place to Save. 

www.eurekasavings.com 

https://mendotacatholic.org/


I 
mean, we’re not even hearing the part about what the 

message was from the angel to the shepherds. We’re only 
hearing that the shepherds did go to see the Christ child and give 
the message to Mary and Joseph. 

We have several very good reasons for the choice of this 
passage to be used for today’s festival celebration. Let’s dig 
down into the passage and see why this passage is so 
relevant for today. 

The angels had told the shepherds they would find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 
When they journeyed into Bethlehem and saw that what the 
angel told them was exactly true, they were very excited and 
related all that the angels had told them. This caused Mary 
and Joseph to be “amazed by what had been told them by 
the shepherds.” Then we hear that “Mary kept all these 
things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 

Let’s parse these two verses and get an even deeper under
-standing. The message the shepherds were given by the 
angel was, “… unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11, RSV). This was 
the message which the shepherds relayed to Mary and 
Joseph—that this child, their child, was a savior, and not just 
a savior (as if that weren’t enough already), but he was the 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

long-awaited Messiah! Messiah is the Hebrew word for 
“God’s anointed one” and the Greek equivalent is rendered as 
Christ in our English language. 

Going even further, it was understood that this Messiah, 
this Christ, wasn’t only that but he was also Lord. In the 
Greek Old Testament the name for Lord is kyrios. So this 
child is not just Messiah, but he is also Lord, or Kyrios. 
Understand then, as Lord this means that the child is Divine, 
meaning he is one in nature with God. 

Next, let’s look at the verse that tells us Mary pondered all 
of these things in her heart. Another Greek word here — 
syntēréō — which literally means to “treasure up.” So Mary 
here is taking the words of the shepherds and treasuring 
them up in her heart. When Luke writes of Mary pondering 
these things the Greek word is symbállō, which means to 
“throw together” or to “piece together.” The deeper meaning 
here is that in pondering these things in her heart, Mary is 
interiorly piecing together what all of this really means; she 
had her own message of an angel, Joseph had his own 
message from an angel, and now these shepherds bring yet 
another message from an angel. All of these messages are 
portraying that this child is to be the Son of the Living God. 
Just put yourself in Mary’s place and try to make sense of any 
of this. She had to ponder these things for the rest of her life 
to make sense and come to grips with the deeper meaning of 
the life of her Son. 

And finally we come to perhaps the best reason this 
Gospel passage was chosen for this feast day. The last verse 
of today’s passage says, When eight days were completed for 
his circumcision, he was named Jesus, the name given him 
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. This is 
the eighth day for us as well, from the celebration of 
Christmas, or the nativity of the Lord. This is the octave day 
of the Christmas season. In the Jewish culture a male child is 
not given a name until the eighth day after his birth, and 
upon his circumcision. He was given the name Jesus (or 
Joshua, or Yehoshua, or Yeshua—there are different forms of 
the name), which means “the Lord saves.” 

Sometimes non-Catholic Christians will object to calling 
Mary the Mother of God. People may think that Catholics are 
elevating Mary to a level that is equal to God, or even above 
that, because well, she’s God’s mother! Others may think that 
we are identifying her as the Mother of the Blessed Trinity, 
which would make her pre-existent to God himself. None of 
these reasons could be further from the truth.  

We honor and venerate Mary as the Mother of Jesus, the 
Son of God, the Second Divine Person of the Blessed Trinity. 
What is meant by the incarnation is that our Creator deigned 
to take on human flesh so as to become like us, to become one 
of us. Jesus of Nazareth really is True God and True Man. He is 
our Savior and the Reconciler between us and the Father. 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading at Mass, 

or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter for Mass, please 

drop a note in the collection with your name, telephone 

number, the ministry in which you would like to take part, 

and your Mass time preference(s). Even if you volunteered 

before, please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH 
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

Bishop Robert Barron 

Saint John Henry Newman maintained that Mary the Mother of 
God is the patroness of theology. We might find this a curious 
designation, since Mary never, as far as we know, wrote any 
learned treatise or any book of formal theology. She was not a 
graduate of a university or a member of a distinguished theo-
logical faculty. From her Magnificat, we know that she was a 
careful student of the Old Testament, but we have no ground 
for calling her a Scripture scholar in the academic sense of the 
term. 

So why would the remarkably astute Newman so designate 
her? It was because of two beautiful lines from Luke’s nativity 
account: All who heard it were amazed by what had been told 
them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, re-
flecting on them in her heart. The Mother of God took in the 
revelation that had been given and then sifted it, weighed it, 
thought it through, drew out its implications, savored its 
sweetness, wondered at it, held it in her heart. This is what 
makes her the theologian par excellence. For theologians 
don’t just receive the word of God and then pass it on like a 
football; rather, they turn it over and reflect upon it, taking in 
its myriad aspects. Then they communicate what they have 
seen to other lively minds, who perform similar acts of con-
templation and rumination. It is through this lengthy process 
of rumination that theological truth, at length, emerges in its 
full richness. Newman said that a true idea is equivalent to the 
sum total of its possible aspects, and the manifestation of all 
of the dimensions of theological ideas is the work of those 
who, consciously and rigorously, ponder the truths of revela-
tion in their hearts. Hence, Mary, the Seat of Wisdom, who 
treasured the words of the angels, is the model of all such 
work. 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Saint Adelaide 
Empress († 999)      Feast Day: December 16 

In a family, communication is essential for unity. But when 
someone joins a family, whether it be an infant or an in-law, it 
can be bewildering; so much family communication is based on 
a common understanding that the newcomer lacks. Fortunately, 
in the family of God, we are not left to bumble about unaided. 
The saints are the best scriptural exegetes; they make the 
Word “come alive” in reality and provide the best of insights. 

During January the church celebrates the Sunday of the 
Word of God (Third Sunday of Ordinary Time). So this month, 
we approach the saints to learn what prayer with God’s word 
looks like. There is a preponderance of Church Fathers, whose 
loving encounter with the Scriptures taught the Church how to 
speak what Saint Augustine calls “the Lord’s style of language.” 
There are saints of recent date, like Josemaría Escrivá and 
Miriam Demjanovich, who show how to embrace God’s word as 
life-giving and life-changing. 

“If we watch over the Scriptures, we ourselves shall be 
watched over by them. Guarding them and being guarded.” 
These words from an ancient author remind Catholics that in 
the Scriptures, we possess nothing less than God himself. Those 
who treasure God in his Word find for themselves a limitless 
source of power and protection. Inspired by the saints, and 
aided by Mary, Mother of the Word Incarnate, may we receive 
God’s Word and bear a fruitful harvest. 

MAGNIFICAT MAGAZINE, January 2023 p. 43 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Saint Macrina the Younger 
Virgin († 379)        Feast Day: July 19 

Sometimes called the “fourth Cappadocian,” Macrina the 
Younger (not to be confused with her grandmother Macrina the 
Elder) belonged to a devout Christian family. The eldest of ten 
children, she had a good education emphasizing the Holy 
Scriptures. She memorized the psalms as a child, and it is said 
she carried the Psalter around as though it were a teddy bear. 

Around the age of twelve she was betrothed to a young 
man, but when her fiancé died, she resolved to live as a holy 
widow and declined any further marriage proposals. She stayed 
with her mother, helping raise the younger children, three of 
whom became both bishops and saints. Her mother said that 
she had carried all of her children for nine months, but Macrina 
she always had with her. 

When Macrina was about forty, her brother Basil the Great, 
now the head of the family, helped arrange a retired and 
monastic life for his mother and sisters. He too pursued this life, 
along with his brother Gregory of Nyssa. Macrina remained an 
inspiration to her family, and eventually led a community of 
religious women. After her death in 379, Gregory (see “Saint 
Who” of January 4) wrote The Life of Macrina and a Dialogue 
on the Soul and Resurrection, the latter based on his final 
conversation with Macrina, in which his sister speaks in the 
position of teacher. 
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In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 
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? 
† Isn’t it improper to call Mary the “Mother” of God? 
No. Anyone who calls Mary the Mother of God thereby professes 
that her Son is God. 
As early Christianity was debating who Jesus was, the 
title Theotokos ("God-bearer") became the hallmark for the 
orthodox interpretation of Sacred Scripture: Mary did not give birth 
merely to a man who then after his birth "became" God; rather, 
even in her womb her child is the true Son of God. This debate is 
not about Mary in the first place; rather, it is again the question of 
whether Jesus is true man and true God at the same time. 
(YOUCAT questions 81-82)  
Dig Deeper: CCC section (470) and other references here. 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

The next monthly meeting will be held at Main 

Street Station on Thursday, January 5th 

at 6 p.m. All members are welcome 

to attend. Please plan to join us! 

Not a member yet? 

Scan the QR Code and 
become a member of the 
Knights of 

Columbus! 

https://formed.org/signup
http://www.catholiccrossreference.com/catechism/#!/search/470
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Pro-Life Prayer Event 2023 

Date:  Saturday Jan. 7, 2023 

Where: Holy Cross Church 

  1010 Jefferson St. 

  Mendota, IL 61342 

Time:  8 AM First Saturday Holy Mass 

 8:30 a.m.  -  Pro-Life Rosary Intentions 

 9:15 a.m.  -  Pro-Life Activity Information  

    Hope Life Center 

    Abigail Women’s Center 

 9:45 a.m.  -  Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

 10:00 a.m.  -  Event Closing 

Andy Wujek 

Knights of Columbus 

Council 2090  

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

  



THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  KING OF THE UN I-
VERSE  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN M ARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD  

 Into the Dark With God: A Christmas 

Meditation on the Incarnation 
By Hans Urs von Balthasar  |  December 28th, 2022  

The very finding of a Child wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger—is this not a miracle in itself? Then there is the miracle 

when a particular mission, hidden in a person’s heart, really 

reaches its goal, bringing God’s peace and joy where there were 

nothing but despair and resignation; when someone succeeds in 

striking a tiny light in the midst of an overpowering darkness. 

And the angel said to them, 

“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you Good News of a great joy 

that will come to all the people: for to you is born this day in the 

city oft David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 

and lying in a manger” ( Luke 2:10-12). 

On Christmas night the shepherds are addressed by an 

angel who shines upon them with the blinding glory of 

God, and they are very much afraid. The tremendous, 

unearthly radiance shows that the angel is a messenger 

of heaven and clothes him with an incontrovertible 

authority. With this authority he commands them not to 

be afraid but to embrace the great joy he is announcing 

to them. And while the angel is speaking thus to these 

poor frightened people, he is joined by a vast number of 

others, who unite in a “Gloria” praising God in heaven’s 

heights and announcing the peace of God’s goodwill to 

men on earth. Then, we read, “the angels went away 

from them into heaven.” In all probability the singing was 

very beautiful and the shepherds were glad to listen; 

doubtless they were sorry when the concert was over 

and the performers disappeared behind heaven’s 

curtain. Probably, however, they were secretly a little 

relieved when the unwonted light of divine glory and the 

unwonted sound of heavenly music came to an end, and 

they found themselves once more in their familiar earthly 

darkness. They probably felt like shabby beggars who 

had suddenly been set in a king’s audience chamber 

among courtiers dressed in magnificent robes and were 

glad to slip away unnoticed and take to their heels. 

But the strange thing is that the intimidating glory of the 

heavenly realm, which has now vanished, has left behind 

a human glow of joy in their souls, a light of joyous 

expectation, reinforcing the heavenward-pointing 

angel’s word and causing them to set out for Bethlehem. 

Now they can turn their backs on the whole epiphany of 

the heavenly glory—for it was only a starting point, an 

initial spark, a stimulus leading to what was really 

intended; all that remains of it is the tiny seed of the 

word that has been implanted in their hearts and that 

now starts to grow in the form of expectation, curiosity 

and hope: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” They want to see the word that has taken 

place. Not the angel’s word with its heavenly radiance: 

that has already become unimportant. They want to see 

the content of the angel’s word, that is, the Child, 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 

They want to see the word that has “happened”, the 

word that has taken place, the word that is not only 

something uttered but something done, something that 

can not only be heard but also seen. 

Thus the word that the shepherds want to see is not the 

angel’s word. This was only the proclamation (the 

kerygma, as people say nowadays); it was only a 

pointer. The angels, with their heavenly authority, 

disappear: they belong to the heavenly realm; all that 

remains is a pointer to a word that has been done. By 

God, of course. Just as it is God who made it known to 

them through the angels. 

So they set off, heaven behind them, and the earthly sign 

before them. But, Lord, what a sign! Not even the Child, 

but a child. Some child or other. No special child. Not a 

child radiating a light of glory, as the religious painters 

depicted, but on the contrary: a child that looks as 

‘inglorious as possible. Wrapped in swaddling clothes. 

So that it cannot move. It lies there, imprisoned, as it 

were, in the clothes in which it has been wrapped 

through the solicitude of others. There is nothing 

elevating about the manger in which it lies, either, 

nothing even remotely corresponding to the heavenly 

glory of the singing angels. There is practically nothing 

even half worth seeing; the destination of the shepherds’ 

nightly journey is the most ordinary scene. Indeed, in its 

poverty it is decidedly disappointing. It is something 

entirely human and ordinary, something quite profane, in 

no way distinguished—except for the fact that this is the 

promised sign, and it fits. 

The shepherds believe the word. The word sends 

them from heaven and to earth, and as they proceed 

along this path, from light to darkness, from the 

extraordinary to the ordinary, from the solitary 

experience of God to the realm of ordinary human 

intercourse, from the splendor above to the poverty 

below, they are given the confirmation they need: the 

sign fits. Only now does their fearful joy under heaven’s 

radiance turn into a completely uninhibited, human and 

Christian joy. Because it fits. And why does it fit? 

Because the Lord, the High God, has taken the same 

path as they have: he has left his glory behind him and 

gone into the dark world, into the child’s apparent 
(Continued next page) 
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 insignificance, into the unfreedom of human restrictions 

and bonds, into the poverty of the crib. This is the 

Word in action, and as yet the shepherds do not know, 

no one knows, how far down into the darkness this Word

-in-action will lead. At all events it will descend much 

deeper than anyone else into what is worldly, apparently 

insignificant and profane; into what is bound, poor and 

powerless; so much so that we shall not be able to follow 

the last stage of his path. A heavy stone will block the 

way, preventing the others from approaching, while, in 

utter night, in ultimate loneliness and forsakenness, he 

descends to his dead human brothers. 

It is true, therefore: in order that he shall find God, the 

Christian is placed on the streets of the world, sent to his 

manacled and poor brethren, to all who suffer, hunger 

and thirst; to all who are naked, sick and in prison. From 

henceforth this is his place; he must identify with them 

all. This is the great joy that is proclaimed to him today, 

for it is the same way that God sent a Savior to us. We 

ourselves may be poor and in bondage too, in need of 

liberation; yet at the same time all of us who have been 

given a share in the joy of deliverance are sent to be 

companions of those who are poor and in bondage. 

But who will step out along this road that leads from 

God’s glory to the figure of the poor Child lying in the 

manger? Not the person who is taking a walk for his own 

pleasure. He will walk along other paths that are more 

likely to run in the opposite direction, paths that lead 

from the misery of his own existence toward some 

imaginary or dreamed-up attempt at a heaven, whether 

of a brief pleasure or of a long oblivion. The only one to 

journey from heaven, through the world, to the hell of the 

lost, is he who is aware, deep in his heart, of a mission to 

do so; such a one obeys a call that is stronger than his 

own comfort and his resistance. This is a call that has 

complete power and authority over my life; I submit to it 

because it comes from a higher plane than my entire 

existence. It is an appeal to my heart, demanding the 

investment of my total self; its hidden, magisterial 

radiance obliges me, willy-nilly, to submit. I may not 

know who it is that so takes me into his service. But one 

thing I do know: if l stay locked within myself, if I seek 

myself, I shall not find the peace that is promised to the 

man on whom God’s favor rests. I must go. I must enter 

the service of the poor and imprisoned. I must lose my 

soul if I am to regain it, for so long as I hold onto it, I shall 

lose it. This implacable, silent word (which yet is so 

unmistakable) burns in my heart and will not leave me in 

peace. 

In other lands there are millions who are starving, who 

work themselves to death for a derisory day’s wage, 

heartlessly exploited like cattle. There too are the 

slaughtered peoples whose wars cannot end because 

certain interests (which are not theirs) are tied up with 

the continuance of their misery. And I know that all my 

talk about progress and mankind’s liberation will be 

dismissed with laughter and mockery by all the realistic 

forecasters of mankind’s next few decades. Indeed, I 

only need to open my eyes and ears, and I shall hear the 

cry of those unjustly oppressed growing louder every 

day, along with the clamor of those who are resolved to 

gain power at any price, through hatred and 

annihilation. These are the superpowers of darkness; in 

the face of them all our courage drains away, and we 

lose all belief in the mission that resides in our hearts, 

that mission that was once so bright, joyous and peace 

bringing; we lose all hope of really finding the poor Child 

wrapped in swaddling clothes. What can my pitiful 

mission achieve, this drop of water in the white-hot 

furnace? What is the point of my efforts, my dedication, 

my sacrifice, my pleading to God for a world that is 

resolved to perish? 

“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you Good News of a 

great joy… This day is born the Savior”, that is, he who, 

as Son of God and Son of the Father, has traveled (in 

obedience to the Father) the path that leads away from 

the Father and into the darkness of the world. Behind 

him omnipotence and freedom; before, powerlessness, 

bonds and obedience. Behind him the comprehensive 

divine vision; before him the prospect of the 

meaninglessness of death on the Cross between two 

criminals, Behind him the bliss of life with the Father; 

before him, grievous solidarity with all who do not know 

the Father, do not want to know him and deny his 

existence. Rejoice then, for God himself has passed this 

way! The Son took with him the awareness of doing the 

Father’s will. He took with him the unceasing prayer that 

the Father’s will would be done on the dark earth as in 

the brightness of heaven. He took with him his rejoicing 

that the Father had hidden these things from the wise 

and revealed them to babes, to the simple and the poor. 

“I am the way”, and this way is “the truth” for you; along 

this way you will find “the life”. Along “the way” that I am 

you will learn to lose your life in order to find it; you will 

learn to grow beyond yourselves and your insincerity 

into a truth that is greater than you are. From a worldly 

point of view everything may seem very dark; your 

dedication may seem unproductive and a failure. But do 

not be afraid: you are on God’s path. “Let not your 

hearts be troubled: believe in God; believe also in me.” I 

am walking on ahead of you and blazing the trail of 

Christian love for you. It leads to your most inaccessible 

brother, the person most forsaken by God. But it is the 
(Continued next page) 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 



THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  KING OF THE UN I-
VERSE  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN M ARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD  

path of divine love itself. You are on the right path. All 

who deny themselves in order to carry out love’s 

commission are on the right path. 

Miracles happen along this path. Apparently 

insignificant miracles, noticed by hardly anyone. The 

very finding of a Child wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger—is this not a miracle in itself? Then 

there is the miracle when a particular mission, hidden in 

a person’s heart, really reaches its goal, bringing God’s 

peace and joy where there were nothing but despair and 

resignation; when someone succeeds in striking a tiny 

light in the midst of an overpowering darkness. When joy 

irradiates a heart that no longer dared to believe in it. 

Now and again we ourselves are assured that the 

angel’s word we are trying to obey will bring us to the 

place where God’s Word and Son is already made man. 

We are assured that, in spite of all the noise and 

nonsense, today, December 25, is Christmas just as truly 

as two millennia ago. Once and for all God has started 

out on his journey toward us, and nothing, till the world’s 

end, will stop him from coming to us and abiding in us. 

This essay is an excerpt from You Crown the Year With 

Your Goodness. 

This essay was first published here in December 2013. 

Into the Dark With God: A Christmas Meditation on the 

Incarnation - The Imaginative Conservative 

“Never be afraid of loving the 

Blessed Virgin too much. You can 

never love her more than Jesus did.” 

~ Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

“O sinner, be not discouraged, but 

have recourse to Mary in all your 

necessities. Call her to your 

assistance, for such is the divine 

Will that she should help in every 

kind of necessity.” 

~ Saint Basil the Great 

“T 
o give worthy praise to the Lord’s 

mercy, we unite ourselves with Your 

Immaculate Mother, for then our hymn 

will be more pleasing to You, because She is 

chosen from among men and angels. Through 

Her, as through a pure crystal, Your mercy was 

passed on to us. Through Her, man became 

pleasing to God; Through Her, streams of grace 

flowed down upon us.” 

-St. Faustina Kowalska 

https://ignatius.com/you-crown-the-year-with-your-goodness-ycyp/
https://ignatius.com/you-crown-the-year-with-your-goodness-ycyp/
https://theimaginativeconservative.org/2022/12/dark-god-christmas-meditation-incarnation-hans-urs-von-balthasar.html
https://theimaginativeconservative.org/2022/12/dark-god-christmas-meditation-incarnation-hans-urs-von-balthasar.html


Will you pray for vocations from our parish? 
Our Church desperately needs more priests. Join 
thousands of Catholics who are pledging to pray daily or 
weekly for vocations. www.invisiblemonastery.com 
Remember, each Thursday the Adoration Chapel is 
dedicated to prayer for vocations and we will continue to 
pray the litany for vocations after Thursday Mass. 

IN THE SACRAMENTS 
WE ENCOUNTER CHRIST THE SAVIOR 

-Pope Francis 

The Sacred Art of Listening 
Father Richard Veras 

After three days they found [Jesus] in the temple, sitting 
in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. (Lk 2:46) 

Before astounding the teachers with his understand-
ing, Jesus was listening to them. Perhaps Jesus’ under-
standing flowed from his profound listening. 

Jesus’ Incarnation, the Word becoming flesh, is a 
radical act of listening: Jesus listening to the will of the 
Father; Jesus listening to the deepest stirrings of the hu-
manity he has assumed, to the loving desires of his own 
Sacred Heart; listening, compassionately and mercifully, 
to the deepest stirrings in the hearts of all whom he en-
countered, recognizing the unique cry of each heart for 
the love of the Father. 

An aspect of the unity that binds Jesus’ disciples is 
that each one has experienced being heard by Jesus, 
being important to Jesus, being taken seriously by 
Jesus. Jesus would not have spent so much time with so 
many sinners if they were not important to him. He would 
not have corrected Pharisees, Temple merchants, and 
even Peter and the apostles, if their well-being and 
salvation were not of the utmost importance. 

As Jesus’ disciples today, let us pray for hearts that 
listen with charity, humility, and wonder. The sacra-
ments call us to listen to the Word of God as a prepara-
tion to receive his presence. Let us always listen for his 
presence in our daily lives and encounters. 

Father Richard Veras is the director of pastoral formation and a 
professor of homiletics at Saint Joseph’s Seminary in New York. He 
is the author of The Word Made Flesh: Foreshadowed, Fulfilled, 
Forever (Magnificat). 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Saint Charles Borromeo 
Bishop († 1584)     Feast Day: November 4 

“If a tiny spark of God’s love already burns within you, 

do not expose it to the wind, for it may get blown out…. 

Avoid distractions as well as you can. Stay quiet with 

God.” Born to a life of luxury and prestige, Charles 

began his career as a cardinal very young, though he 

was not ordained a priest for some time. Tasked with 

enormous responsibility, he did not imitate the many 

corrupt clergy of his time, but gave much of his wealth 

to the poor, and used his influence for good. 

He was a central figure in the Counter-Reformation, 

helping to combat attacks against the Church 

stemming from Protestant heresy and internal 

divisions. He was ordained a priest as the Council of 

Trent ended and soon became Archbishop of Milan. 

Here he was very effective in cultivating catechesis for 

the young, and is credited with establishing the first 

“Sunday school” classes. 

During his life of intense labor, he found strength in 

prayer and urged his fellow clerics to do the same. 

Even busy priests, he said, must tend to the “parish” of 

their own souls. “We must meditate before, during, 

and after everything we do…. When you pray the 

divine office, think about the words you are saying and 

the Lord to whom you are speaking.” Charles died at 

46 and was canonized twenty-six years later 

Heavenly Father, bestow the spirit of prayerful 
Meditation on your priests and guard them from 

all that might extinguish the fire of the Spirit. 
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A Little Weekend Humor… 
 How many opticians does it take to change a light bulb?  

Is it one or two? Two... or three? 

 Have you heard about those new corduroy pillows? 

They're making headlines.  

 What do you call a dog that does magic tricks?  

A labracadabrador.  

 So what if I don't know what Armageddon means?  

It's not the end of the world.  

http://www.invisiblemonastery.com
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~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

Thank you for all treats, cards and gifts this Holy 

Season. Your generosity is a great sign of your 

appreciation and love for the priesthood. I will use the 

gifts to help those I know are in need, including our 

seminarians. I continue to pray for you and your 

families daily in our rectory chapel and at Holy Mass. 

I am very blessed to have you as my parishioners. 

Wishing you Blessings in 2023. 

    Fr. Jeff 

I wanted to say thank you to all of you for your 

generosity in prayers and gifts. Although the weather 

was cold on Christmas day, it is warming up no and I 

told my family that my parishioners were going to get 

their Christmas wish before the end of the year, that 

[being] warmer weather. Also, that I got my “white-ish” 

Christmas. May God bless you this coming year.  

    Fr. Peter Pilon 

Prayer for a Blessing on the New Year 

O  sacred and adorable Trinity, hear our prayers on 

behalf of our holy Father the Pope, our Bishops, 

our clergy, and for all that are in authority over us. Bless, 

we beseech Thee, during the coming year, the whole 

Catholic Church; convert heretics and unbelievers; soften 

the hearts of sinners so that they may return to Thy 

friendship; give prosperity to our country and peace 

among the nations of the world; pour down Thy blessings 

upon our friends, relatives, and acquaintances, and upon 

our enemies, if we have any; assist the poor and the sick; 

have pity on the souls of those whom this year has taken 

from us; and do Thou be merciful to those who during the 

coming year will be summoned before Thy judgment seat. 

May all our actions be preceded by Thy inspirations and 

carried on by Thy assistance, so that all our prayers and 

works, having been begun in Thee, may likewise be ended 

through Thee.  

Amen.  
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