


HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, Jan 15th 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:30 a.m. Parishioners 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Ted & Margaret Seed        

in Thanksgiving 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Rita Happ by Family 
10:30 a.m. +Ben Bokus by Family 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish -  +Luis Castañeda por Familia 
Monday, Jan 16th  
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Purgatorial Society 
7:00 p.m. +Jean Joerger by Marty & Sheila Herman 
Tuesday, Jan 17th Saint Anthony 
7:00 a.m. +Robert Sondgeroth by Rich & Penny Farringer 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jean Joerger by 

Schweickert & Ganassin LLP 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, Jan 18th  
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Kevin McConville            

by Jack & Kathy Cantlin  
8:00 a.m. +Steven Van Cauwenberge                          

by Richard & Suzanne Heiting 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions 
Thursday, Jan 19th  

7:00 a.m. +Richard & Lois Schwemlein’s 60th Anniversary 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Don Norton                       

by Joe & Beth Stillwell 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. —  Confessions 
Friday, Jan 20th Saint Fabian | Saint Sebastian 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia McLachlan         

by Mahoney Family 
8:10 a.m. School Mass: +Karl Soliman by Family 
Saturday, Jan 21st Saint Agnes 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Catherine Taylor by Mr. & Mrs. Bill Politsch 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: Purgatorial Society 
Sunday, Jan 22nd 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:30 a.m. +Dorothy &  August Engelhaupt                   

by the Wenzel Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia McLachlan             

by Dick & Mary Lee McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Barb Sondgeroth       

by The Altar Society 
10:30 a.m. Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish -  +José Barajas por su Esposa 

The papal motto of Saint John Paul II was Totus Tuus (“totally 

yours”). This statement of trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary is not 

an unimportant factor in reflecting on the life of this great pope. 

John Paul, following the Marian piety of Saint Louis de Montfort, 

entrusted all his prayers and works to the Blessed Virgin Mary. We 

would do well to entrust all our cares and our very lives to her, for 

she is “the safest, easiest, shortest, and most perfect way” to 

Jesus and to sanctity (Treatise on the True Devotion to Mary 55). 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Jan 21 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan 22 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan 22 M. Heitmann 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, January 28 N. Goble 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, January 29 R. Bergmark 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, January 29 G. Krenz 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com
mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
mailto:mlflahive53@comcast.net


$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. Jan 15 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Rita Happ by Family 

Sun. Jan 22 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Barb Sondgeroth by Altar Society 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. Jan 22 Tom Sondgeroth 

Sat.  Jan    07 2449 50.00 Steve Weber 

Sun.  Jan   08 0743 50.00 Chris Gambrel 

Mon. Jan    09 0871 100.00 Mary Roling 

Tue. Jan    10 0417 50.00 Mary Malach 

Wed. Jan   11 3361 50.00 Jayden & Braylen Ortiz 

Thur. Jan   12 0092 50.00 Susan Pratt 

Fri.   Jan    13 0596 50.00 Cathy Howell 

 

Collection for January 8th, 2023 

Sunday Collection: $1,781.00 

2023 Holy Cross Daily Dollars are 
here! If you need more, they are 
available in the church’s vesti-
bule, or in the parish office. 
Please return your sold (and any 
unsold) tickets. Thank you for 
supporting Holy Cross School! 

 ittle by little we are able to hear the still, small voice 

in the hurricane, the earthquake, or the fire. God is 

hidden in difficulties. If we can find him there, we 

will never lose him. Without difficulties, we do not know 

the power of God’s mercy and the incredible destiny he 

has for each of us. We must be patient with our failures. 

There’s always another opportunity unless we go ashore 

and stay there. A no-risk situation is the biggest danger 

there is. To encounter the winds and the waves is not a 

sign of defeat. It is a training in the art of living, which is 

the art of yielding to God’s action and believing in his 

love no matter what happens. 

~ Father Thomas Keating, O.C.S.O. 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

JANUARY 15, 2023 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Jan 15 The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Ted & Margaret Seed in Thanksgiving 

Mon. Jan 16 Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society 
Tues. Jan 17 Saint Anthony 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger                                      

by Schweickert & Ganassin, LLP 

Wed. Jan 18 Weekday 
7:00 a.m. +Kevin McConville by Jack & Kathy Cantlin 
Thur. Jan 19 Weekday 
8:00 a.m. +Don Norton by Joe & Beth Stillwell 
Fri. Jan 20 Saint Fabian | Saint Sebastian 
7:00 a.m. +Virginia McLachlan by Mahoney Family 
Sat. Jan 21 Blessed Virgin Mary 
4:00 p.m. Purgatorial Society 
Sun. Jan 22 The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Virginia McLachlan                             

by Dick & Mary Lee McConville 

"May today there be peace within. May you trust God that 

you are exactly where you are meant to be. May you not 

forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. May 

you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the 

love that has been given to you. May you be 

content knowing you are a child of God. Let this 

presence settle into your bones, and allow your 

soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and 

love. It is there for each and every one of us." 

St. Theresa of Ávila 

We sometimes lose sight of our own purpose and how 

we are meant to play a part in bringing peace to the 

world. So often it starts here: with internal peace—a 

peace with Our Lord and a deep sense of rest in the 

creation He has made us. Such a peace radiates out into 

our families and our communities. Cultivated in each of 

us, it could bring about great change in our world. And 

yet, suffering and death, pain and loss, will all continue 

to be part of our experience. Let us pray to be instruments 

of peace even in moments when it seems the battle is lost. 

Let us never submit to the lie that violence is victorious. 

Collection for January 8th  

Sunday Collection: 
Food Pantry: 

Christmas: 
Solemnity of Mary: 

Candles: 
Retirement for Religious: 

Total: 
 
 

Cemetery: 

$2,152.00 
155.00 
55.00 

345.00 
10.00 

           5.00 
$2,722.00 

 
 

$27.00 

Isn’t our good God far above anything we can 

conceive? Isn’t He more than we are in our 

salvation? How many times has He not given us 

proof of this? How many victories have you not 

gained over your very 

powerful enemies and 

over yourself, through 

the Divine assistance 

without which you would 

inevitably have been 

crushed?. . . If it was left to 

ourselves, my dear, to remain 

on our feet, we should never 

be able to do it. 

~ Saint Padre Pio 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, Jan. 14th        Sunday, Jan 15th 

Lector:     Lector: Volunteer 

EMHC:      EMHC:  
No information available 



Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una 
boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le 
llevemos la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor 
llame a la oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
15 de Enero 2023 

Segundo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Intenciones para Misa 
01/22:  12 p.m.  +Jose  Barajas por su Esposa 
01/29:  12 p.m.  +David Olguí n por Familia 

Lectores 
01/22 Carolina Martí nez y Susana Correa 
01/29 Evitelio y Leticia Guzma n 

Ministros de Eucaristía 
01/22:  12 p.m.  Carolina Martí nez y Carlos Moreno 
01/29:  12 p.m.  Evitelio y Leticia Guzma n 

‘He aquí el Cordero de Dios, que quita el 

pecado del mundo. Él es aquel de quien 

dije, ‘Un hombre viene detrás de mí que se 

ubica por delante de mí porque existo antes 

que yo.’ 

San Juan 1:29,30 







 

 

En el Bautismo del Sen or, vemos la 
presencia del Padre cuando pro-

nuncia las palabras: “Este es mi 
Hijo amado, en quien tengo 
complacencia”. Vemos al 
Espí ritu Santo evidente 
cuando desciende como 
una paloma desde los cie-
los. 

Cristo inicia su ministerio 
con el Bautismo en el Jor-
da n, de manos de Juan. 
Para nosotros cristianos, 
nuestro trabajo tambie n 

debe ser precedido por el 
bautismo. A todos se nos ha 

dado el mandato de evangelizar el 
mundo y llevar el evangelio a todos los 

rincones, dondequiera que nos encontremos, para que todos 
lleguen a conocer a Jesucristo. 

Es muy importante que sepamos y entendamos todo esto. 
Debemos conocer la historia de la Historia de la Salvacio n 
para que estemos equipados para compartirla y evangelizar 
a esas personas en nuestras propias esferas de influencia in-
dividuales. Dios creo  todo lo que existe de absolutamente na-
da. Antes de la creacio n del tiempo y el espacio solo existí a 
Dios. Ni siquiera habí a una mota de materia flotando. Fue en 
la creacio n de Dios que el tiempo y el espacio llegaron a exis-
tir. Dios creo  al hombre para compartir toda su gloriosa crea-
cio n y para realizar un ví nculo de amor por toda la eternidad. 
Por soberbia y desobediencia, nuestros primeros padres fue-
ron en contra de la voluntad de Dios y cayeron en pecado. Es-
to nos coloco  en un camino por el cual Dios tendrí a que pro-
bar una vez ma s la profundidad de su amor por nosotros al 
enviar a su Hijo para que sea nuestro Salvador. 

Dios creo  a todos y cada uno de los seres humanos con un 
plan muy especí fico en mente. Desde el principio la voluntad 
de Dios fue que no hubiera muerte para la humanidad; la ser-
piente alterarí a ese plan al poner con e xito la tentacio n fren-
te a Ada n y Eva. Cada uno de nosotros hemos sido creados 
para que algu n dí a podamos ser santos con Dios en la eterni-
dad. Ser santo es conocer la felicidad suprema que viene con 
estar en la presencia de Dios. 

Si una persona es honesta, se hara  las preguntas que nos 
lleven a esa felicidad… que nos lleven a Dios. Seguimos a 
Cristo mientras nos muestra el camino. 

Es 
interesante notar que al final de su ministerio, Poncio Pilato 
harí a una exclamacio n similar. Despue s de haber azotado y 
golpeado sin piedad a Jesu s, lo llevo  al frente y dijo a la multitud: 
“¡Ecce Homo!”—¡He aquí  el hombre! 

A medida que continuamos nuestro viaje comenzando este 
nuevo an o del tiempo ordinario, es apropiado que nuestras 
lecturas de hoy comiencen al comienzo del ministerio de 
nuestro Sen or. La semana pasada (el lunes) fue la Fiesta So-
lemne del Bautismo del Sen or, y nuestras lecturas de esta se-
mana se enfocan en la continuacio n de ese evento. (Sondear 
las profundidades de la vida de Cristo es un esfuerzo ilimita-
do y debe ser una pra ctica de por vida). 

Recordemos co mo, en ese primer Domingo de Pascua, el 
Dí a de la Resurreccio n, cuando Jesu s acompan aba a una pare-
ja de sus discí pulos en el camino a Emau s. Se decí a que les de-
cí a a sus compan eros: “¡Oh, qué tontos sois! ¡Qué lento de 
corazón para creer todo lo que dijeron los profetas! ¿No 
era necesario que el Mesías padeciera estas cosas y en-
trara en su gloria?” Luego leemos que “Empezando por 
Moisés y por los profetas, les interpretó lo que de él se 
refería en todas las Escrituras” (cf. Lc 24, 25-27). 

Y así  es con nosotros hoy, tambie n. Tenemos las escrituras 
interpretadas para nosotros, mostrando todos los lugares del 
Antiguo Testamento que fueron un presagio de Jesu s. Esto 
nos lleva a nuestra primera lectura, del Libro del Profeta 
Isaí as. 

El Espí ritu Santo habla, a trave s del Profeta, la Palabra del 
Padre: “Tu  eres mi siervo, Israel, por quien muestro mi glo-
ria”. Si la gloria del Padre no se muestra a trave s de Jesu s, en-
tonces, ¿a trave s de quie n se muestra? “... ha hablado el Sen or 
que me formo  como su siervo desde el vientre, para que Jacob 
sea devuelto a e l y Israel reunido con e l…” El Espí ritu Santo 
cubrira  con su sombra a la virgen y traera  al Siervo de Dios al 
mundo. Jacob, que es Israel, y sus hijos y todas sus familias, 
que componen las naciones de Israel, ahora pueden alcanzar 
nuevamente la promesa celestial. 

“Te pondre  por luz de las naciones, para que mi salvacio n 
llegue hasta los confines de la tierra”. El Padre vera  a su Hijo 
puesto en primer plano para que toda la humanidad lo conoz-
ca y lo siga. 

Toda la escena del Bautismo de Cristo es un cumplimiento 
de esta profecí a. Es una revelacio n de las Tres Divinas 
Personas del Ser Supremo que llamamos Dios. La profecí a 
habla la voz del Padre acerca del Hijo; el profeta es capaz de 
pronunciar por la gracia del Espí ritu Santo. 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Solemnity of Mary 
Christmas 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

1/8/23 

 
 

$5,773.00 
126.00 
93.00 
20.00 

170.00 
45.00 

         40.00
$6,204.00 

   

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Jan    07 2449 50.00 Steve Weber 

Sun. Jan   08 0743 50.00 Chris Gambrel 

Mon. Jan    09 0871 100.00 Mary Roling 

Tue. Jan    10 0417 50.00 Mary Malach 

Wed. Jan   11 3361 50.00 
Jayden & Braylen 
Ortiz 

Thur. Jan  12 0092 50.00 Susan Pratt 

Fri.   Jan   13 0596 50.00 Cathy Howell 

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  KING OF THE UN I-
VERSE  

Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wasmer Funeral Home 

2112 W. Main Street 

Mendota, IL 61342 

Phone: (815) 539-850 

https://mendotacatholic.org/


It is interesting to 
note that at the end of his ministry, Pontius Pilate would make a 
similar exclamation. After having Jesus flogged and mercilessly 
beaten, he brought Jesus forward and said to the crowd: “Ecce 
Homo!”—Behold, the man! 

As we continue our journey beginning this new year of or-
dinary time, it is fitting that our readings today start at the 
beginning of our Lord’s ministry. Last week (on Monday) was 
the Solemn Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, and our readings 
focus this week on a continuation of that event. (To plumb 
the depths of the life of Christ is a limitless endeavor and 
should be a life-long practice.) 

Recall how, on that first Easter Sunday, the Day of the Res-
urrection, when Jesus accompanied a couple of his disciples 
as they walked the road to Emmaus. He was said to tell his 
companions, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not neces-
sary that the Messiah should suffer these things and en-
ter into his glory?” We then read that “Beginning with Mo-
ses and the prophets, he interpreted to them what re-
ferred to him in all the scriptures” (see Lk 24:25-27). 

And so it is with us today, as well. We have the scriptures 
interpreted for us, showing all the places from the Old Testa-
ment that were a foreshadowing of Jesus. This brings us to 
our first reading, from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

The Holy Spirit speaks, through the Prophet, the Word of 
the Father: “You are my servant, Israel, through whom I 
show my glory.” If the Father’s glory is not shown through 
Jesus, then through whom is it shown at all? “...the Lord has 
spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb, 
that Jacob may be brought back to him and Israel gath-
ered to him…” The Holy Spirit will overshadow the virgin 
and bring forth God’s Servant into the world. Jacob, who is Is-
rael, and his sons, and all their families, who comprise the na-
tions of Israel are now once again able to attain to the heav-
enly promise. 

“I will make you a light to the nations, that my salva-
tion may reach to the ends of the earth.” The Father will 
see his Son brought to the fore so that all mankind may know 
him, and follow him. 

The whole scene of the Baptism of Christ is a fulfillment of 
this prophecy. It is a revelation of the Three Divine Persons of 
the Supreme Being we call God. The prophecy speaks the 
voice of the Father about the Son; the prophet is able to give 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

utterance by the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

In the Baptism of the Lord, we 
see the Father’s presence 

when he speaks the 
words, “This is my be-

loved Son, with 
whom I am well 
pleased.” We see 
the Holy Spirit evi-
dent as he descends 
like a dove from the 
heavens above. 

Christ begins his 
ministry with Bap-
tism in the Jordan, at 
the hands of John. 
For us Christians, our 

work must also be pre-
ceded by baptism. We 

have all been given the 
mandate to evangelize the 

world and spread the gospel to all corners, wherever we may 
find ourselves, so that all may come to know Jesus Christ. 

This is all so important for us to know and understand. We 
must know the story of Salvation History so we are equipped 
to share it and evangelize those people in our own individual 
spheres of influence. God created everything that exists from 
absolutely nothing. Before the creation of time and space 
there was only God in existence. There wasn’t even a speck of 
matter floating about. It was in God’s creation that time and 
space came into existence. God created man to share all of his 
glorious creation with, and to realize a bond of love for all 
eternity. Through pride and disobedience, our first parents 
went against the will of God and fell into sin. This set us on a 
path whereby God would have to prove once again the 
depths of his love for us by sending his Son to be our Savior. 

God created each and every human person with a very 
specific plan in mind. From the beginning God’s will was that 
there would be no death for mankind; the serpent would 
upset that plan as he successfully placed temptation in front 
of Adam and Eve. We have, each of us, been created in order 
that we might one day be saints with God in eternity. To be a 
saint is to know the supreme happiness that comes with 
being in the presence of God. 

If a person is honest, he or she will ask the questions that 
lead us to that happiness… that lead us to God. We follow 
Christ as he leads the way.  

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading at Mass, 

or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter for Mass, please 

drop a note in the collection with your name, telephone 

number, the ministry in which you would like to take part, 

and your Mass time preference(s). Even if you volunteered 

before, please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

SHE PONDERED THESE THINGS 
IN HER HEART (SEE LK 2:51) 

Matryoshka’s Secret 
Carrie Bucalo 

The feminine heart is a personal heart. It starts with the love 
of a child and builds to a universal capacity. Nothing depicts 
this better than the Matryoshka doll, better known as the 
“nesting doll.” This artistic expression of “a life encased inside 
another” says it all. While these wooden dolls portray the 
unity of a woman’s body, soul, mind, heart, and spirit, they 
also reveal the deeper truths of God’s covenantal love. 

A mother knows her child needs both a father and mother 
to grow and survive. The couple forms their hearts and lives 
around their child, only to discover this web to be enclosed by 
something bigger than themselves. Extended family, friends, 
and the community are the next layer to the human 
dimension, followed by country. All of this is enclosed within 
the world, which is ultimately embraced by God’s Kingdom. 

As I look at my husband and children, I see how our 
existence as a family is only understood and authentically 
responded to by this complex layering of humanity. Our 
happiness and peace depend on it. I am easily overwhelmed 
by the challenges such a unity proposes, yet I am captivated 
by the inner secret of the Matryoshka dolls: the building up of 
the world and the Kingdom of God starts with the love and 
the life of a single child. 

Carrie Bucalo is an Army wife, mother, writer, and artist who 
founded the website www.healedbytruth.com, which promotes 
healing for abuse survivors and their families. 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Saint Thomas More 
Martyr († 1535)       Feast Day: June 22 

Thomas More was born on February 6, 1478. A lively boy who 
often took improvisational roles in plays, his own life’s story has 
been beautifully portrayed in the play A Man for All Seasons, 
much of which comes from an account written by More’s son-in-
law. More’s execution by King Henry VIII prompted then-Holy 
Roman Emperor Charles V to say, “I would rather have lost the 
best city in my dominion than such a counselor as More.” 

The sacrifice of his life was not More’s first defense of 
Catholic teaching. Years earlier he began to labor against 
Protestant errors that were entering England. Born shortly after 
the first printed book was published in England, More himself 
became a prolific writer of works both apologetic and 
devotional. 

His works contain many insights about how to read 
Scripture. In A Dialogue Concerning Heresies, he reminds his 
readers that “the Scriptures are so marvelously made…a mouse 
can wade in them, an elephant can also drown there.” Rather 
than rely on one’s own opinions, one must use the staff of faith, 
the wisdom of the Church Fathers and of Catholic tradition. To 
do otherwise is to fall into error. 

MAGNIFICAT MAGAZINE, January 2023 p. 294 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Saint Eugène de Mazenod 
Bishop and founder († 1861)     Feast Day: May 21 

Born to French aristocracy, Eugène de Mazenod saw his 
comfortable childhood swept away by the French Revolution. 
His family fled, and before long his parents separated. Eugène 
eventually returned to France hopeful of making a wealthy 
match and a social success. But his intended wife died, and 
Eugène began to take more serious stock of his life. 

A priest in Italy had helped Eugène establish habits of prayer 
and mortification. These continued to serve him, and on Good 
Friday of 1807, he experienced God’s mercy in a profound way 
while venerating the cross. “I was in a state of mortal sin and it 
was precisely this that made me grieve…. Blessed, a thousand 
times blessed, that he, this good Father, notwithstanding my 
unworthiness, lavished on me all the richness of his mercy.” He 
gave himself totally to God and was ordained a priest in 1811. 
In 1816, he founded the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, with the Scriptural motto “He has sent me to 
evangelize the poor” (cf. Is 61:1 and Lk 4:18). 

Consecrated Bishop of Marseille in 1837, Eugène helped to 
restore the faith in his diocese while leading his fledgling 
community of missionaries. Throughout he remained a man of 
deep prayer. Pope John Paul II said at his canonization, “His 
apostolate consisted in the transformation of the world by the 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Lord Jesus Christ, help me to  
experience the transforming power of the Gospel 

and bring it to the whole world. 
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In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 
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? 
† What does the hidden life of Jesus in Nazareth teach us? 
In the course of his hidden life in Nazareth Jesus stayed in the 
silence of an ordinary existence. This allows us to enter into 
fellowship with him in the holiness to be found in a daily life 
marked by prayer, simplicity, work and family love. His obedience 
to Mary to Joseph, his foster father, is an image of his filial 
obedience to the Father. Mary and Joseph accepted with faith the 
mystery of Jesus even though they did not always understand it. 
Further Reading: CCC section (533-534, 564)

† Why did Jesus receive from John the “baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3: 3)? 

To inaugurate his public life and to anticipate the "Baptism" of his 
death, he who was without sin accepted to be numbered among 
sinners. He was "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world." (John 1:29). The Father proclaimed him to be "his beloved 
Son" (Matthew 3:17) and the Spirit descended upon him. The 
baptism of Jesus is a prefiguring of our baptism. 
Further Reading: CCC section (535-537, 565)
 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

Not a member yet? 

Scan the QR Code and  
become a member of the  
Knights of Columbus! 

https://formed.org/signup
https://www.catholiccrossreference.online/catechism/#!/search/533-534,%20563-564
https://www.catholiccrossreference.online/catechism/#!/search/525-530,%20563-564
http://www.catholiccrossreference.com/catechism/#!/search/535-537,%20565
https://www.catholiccrossreference.online/catechism/#!/search/525-530,%20563-564
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A Prayer for God’s People 

Come to our aid, O God of the universe, 

and put all the nations in dread of you! 

Raise your hand against the foreign people, 

that they might see your mighty deeds. 

As you have used us to show them your holiness, 

so now use them to show us your glory. 

Thus they will know, as we know, 

that there is no God but you. 

Give new signs and work new wonders; 

Show forth the splendor of your right hand and arm. 

Rouse your anger, pour out your wrath; 

humble the enemy, scatter the foe. 

Hasten the ending, appoint the time, 

and let the people proclaim your mighty deeds. 

Reward those who have hoped in you, 

and let your prophets be proved true. 

Hear the prayer of your servants, 

according to your good will toward your people. 

Thus all the ends of the earth will know 

that you are the eternal God. 

Sirach 36:1-10, 21-22 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


Will you pray for vocations from our parish? 
Our Church desperately needs more priests. Join 
thousands of Catholics who are pledging to pray daily or 
weekly for vocations. www.invisiblemonastery.com 
Remember, each Thursday the Adoration Chapel is 
dedicated to prayer for vocations and we will continue to 
pray the litany for vocations after Thursday Mass. 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Saint Leo the Great 
Pope († 461)            Feast Day: November 10 

“What was visible in our Redeemer has passed over into the 

sacraments.” Little is known of Leo’s early life except that 

he was born and raised in Rome. He served under two 

popes, and was elected pope himself in 440. At the time of 

his election he was on a long journey, but when he returned, 

it was soon clear that he was a teaching pope. 

He wrote a great deal, with clarity and precision, refuting 

the heresies of his era. His most important work was a letter 

called the “Tome to Flavian,” in which he laid out the 

Church’s Christological doctrines. He also penned many 

sermons. He was fascinated with all the mysteries of Christ, 

but he considered the period from Easter to Pentecost in 

particular a “special time for revealing,” and in his teaching 

drew out the mysterious reality of the Gospel accounts of it 

in the present moment. 

He spoke of the apostles’ great confusion and doubt 

after the Resurrection. This happened, he said, precisely 

for our sake and laid the foundations of our faith. “It was 

we ourselves who in these men were taught how to meet 

the objections of the ungodly and the arguments of earthly 

wisdom. We are instructed by their seeing. Their hearing 

taught us.” Leo died on November 10, 461. 
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Let us put into God’s hands our heart, our soul, 
the deep recesses of our being wherein dwell those 

beliefs and thoughts that govern our actions, so 
that he may guide us in the ways of the Gospel. 

SAINT WHO? 
Saints Who Teach Us to Pray with the Scriptures 

Blessed Miriam Damjanovich 
Religious († 1927)       Feast Day: May 8 

“Union with God…is the spiritual height God calls 

everyone to achieve.” A native of New Jersey, Miriam 

was baptized and raised as a Ruthenian Byzantine 

Catholic. She studied literature in college, during 

which time, according to her closest friend’s 

testimony, she received a vision of the Blessed 

Mother. After college, she became a teacher, but left 

after a year to join the Sisters of Charity. 

While still a novice, she showed evidence of great 

holiness and spiritual insight. Her spiritual director 

soon recognized that she had been entrusted with a 

special mission, summed up in the scriptural passage: 

Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father 

will love him, and we will come to him and make our 

dwelling with him (Jn 14:23). At his request, she 

penned a series of spiritual conferences for her fellow 

novices. These have become a popular spiritual book, 

now known as The Greater Perfection. 

Miriam died of appendicitis less than two years after 

entering the convent, making her final vows on her 

deathbed. She was twenty-six years old. At her 

beatification in 2014 (the first to take place in the 

United Sates), the local bishop said: “Filled with the 

knowledge of Sacred Scripture, she anticipated 

Vatican II’s emphasis on the Word of God as the 

source of authentic spirituality.” 
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Ceaseless prayer is the ideal of the monastic life devel-

oped by Saint Anthony. Its goal is purity of heart, that 

is, a heart so filled with love for God and neighbor that 

there is room for nothing else. Its tool is discernment, 

that is, the habit of watchfully testing the inner move -

ments of the heart, following those which are from God 

and ignoring those which are not. It is the desert legacy 

to all who seek God in any walk of life. 

http://www.invisiblemonastery.com
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~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 
A chance to win money and help our school! 
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Holy Cross School  -  2nd Quarter Honor Roll  -  2022-2023 
 

8th High Honor Roll 
3.4 average or higher (4.0) 
Emily Diaz, Nolan Hagenbuch, Elaina Koch, Kara Miars, 
Alexandrew Tillman 

8th Honor Roll 
James Whitmore 

7th High Honor Roll 
Komen Denault, Corbin Doll, Karson Doyle, Bear Fitzpatrick, 
Leah Henkel, Kaylee MacDonald, Abby Magallanes,  
Gaby Martinez, Kamilah Preciado, Maddox Rosales, 
Leah Schwemlein, Elsie Soliman, Ross Sondgeroth,  
Cole Tillman, Charley Wilson 

7th Honor Roll 
Mei Booth, Charlee Dankenbring, Hayley Diaz,  
Giselle Gonzalez, Shea Kreiser, Ashlynn Rickels 

6th High Honor Roll 
Raegan Atherton, Eva Beetz, Joseph Cackley, 
Damien Dissell, Cal Doyle, Quinn Eddy, Liam Jones, 
Catherine Moench, Kyla Muhlstadt, Yulissia Quintana 

6th Honor Roll 
Rafael Arteaga, Claire Atherton, Will Aughenbaugh, 
Abby Delao, Elesea Denk, Nora Rhynedance 

5th High Honor Roll 
Emme Beetz, Leo Engels, Cale Full, Linda MacDonald, 
Lillee Monterastelli, Camden Pawlowski, Ellye Reppin, 
Molly Wilson 

5th Honor Roll 
Blake Cyrocki, Sophia Figueroa 

5th B.U.G. Roll 
Sophia Figueroa 

4th Grade B.U.G. Roll 
Mason Atherton, Brady Aughenbaugh, Nicole Cervantes, 
Samantha Escatel, Scout Fitzpatrick, Henry Happ, 
Nolan Henkel, Paul Hochstatter, Ming Xi Huang,  
Solia Lemus, George Rhynedance, Brooklyn Shakespeare, Jaxson 
Zimmerlein 

3rd Grade B.U.G. Roll 
Rose Beetz, Bridget Cackley, Carissa Doll, Isabel Lemus, 
Addison Mathesius, Noah Mathesius, Juliana Ortiz, Eliana Regan, 
Ellyn Schmidt 

2nd Grade B.U.G. Roll 
McKenna Faber, Shayne Full, Morgan Happ,  
Alexia Lerma, Cecilia Ortiz 

1st Grade B.U.G. Roll 
Sydney Beetz, Rory Eich, Zaden Greer, Emmersen Piller, 
Jason Rhynedance 

Kindergarten B.U.G. Roll 
Savannah Colburn, Arya Gann, Linnea Hornung,  
Liam Stewart 

PRAYER TO ST ANTHONY, ABBOT 

FEAST DAY: JANUARY 17TH 

Dear God, St Anthony the Abbot accepted your call to renounce the world and to love you above all things. He 
faithfully served you in the solitude of the desert by fasting, prayer, humility and good works. In the Sign of the 
Cross, he triumphed over the devil. Through his intercession, may we learn to love you better; with all our 
hearts, all our souls, all our minds, all our strength and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. St Antony 
the Abbot, great and powerful saint, intercede for us also for this special request (mention your request). We 
ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 




