
Dear friends, 

The opening verse of the Gospel for Christmas night names one of the most powerful leaders the world 

has ever known: Emperor Caesar Augustus. He ruled the Roman Empire for forty-one years, from 27 BC 

until AD 14, an empire that stretched from India in the east to Spain in the west, and from Britain down 

to North Africa. The empire he built survived for five hundred years, until it fell.  The most important, 

world-changing, event in his reign was the birth of Jesus Christ. 

He boasted before he died that he found Rome a city built of brick, but left it a city of marble. The 

remains of its fine buildings are admired by tourists today. But it took money. Caesar conceived the idea 

of a poll tax, with safeguards to protect those who were poor. Corruption was to be avoided by 

registering men in their place of birth. No problem there, for most people spent their life where they 

were born. But some didn’t, like Joseph, who lived in Nazareth, and he had to go back to Bethlehem, 

taking with him Mary, his wife. 

Unwittingly Emperor Augustus enabled the 700 year-old Jewish Old Testament prophecy of Micah to be 

fulfilled, that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, the birthplace of the great King David. It was 

partly thru recognizing the fulfilment of prophecies that many of the Jews believed in Jesus and became 

his followers. But the faith that Jesus inspired, and the Church he founded, was for the whole world, not 

just for the Jews. As God used prophets to prepare the Jewish people to recognize the Messiah, God 

prepared the wider world as well. Caesar Augustus was unwittingly, part of that preparation. Like most 

Romans, Caesar consulted sibyls and fortune tellers, and one told him of a strange vision she had of a 

virgin and child. Augustus dreamed of e new era of peace, a period of peace and prosperity that lasted 

two hundred years. How appropriate it was that the “Prince of Peace” had been born when all the world 

was at peace. 

Jesus Christ was born to save the humankind. What does that mean? St. Augustine who had been living 

as Prior of what was then St. Andrew’s Abbey in Rome, was chosen and sent by Pope St. Gregory the 

Great to preach the Gospel to the people of England. Arriving in Kent, he and his companions baptized a 

large number of people on Christmas Day of 597. What did he think of the English? “Barbaric and 

violent” were Augustine’s words. Will he find it any different today? Most certainly he would. He would 

be amazed. Yes, there is still violence, but there is also true goodness, kindness, caring for vulnerable 

people, generosity and love.  

“Barbaric and violent” could still be a description of the world we live in today. Our world can, at times, 

seem to be a place in which we walk, in the words of prophet Isaiah, “in darkness… in a land of deep 

shadow”. And yet Christmas Gospel can, once again, shine a “great light” into this world, in a child 

whose birth heralds the hope of salvation for all the peoples of the world, of every race and nation. This 

child will be called, in the words of the prophet, the “Prince of Peace.” So, to echo the angel’s words to 

the shepherds of Bethlehem, “Do not be afraid.” This is truly “news of great joy” for a world in which, as 

Pope Francis has said, “God alone can …. restore peace to our hearts.”  

Wish Ya’ll A Merry Christmas! 

Your friend in Jesus                                                                                                                                                          

Msgr. Zach 


