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 READINGS FOR FUNERALS 

 Advice for choosing the readings for the mass. 
 ●  Any of the readings is fine. 
 ●  Choose  one  Reading  (Old  or  New  Testament)  and  a  Psalm.  If  you 

 decide  to  have  two  readings,  then  it  is  always  one  from  the  Old 
 Testament and one from the New Testament (and a Psalm). 

 ●  Although  you  may  suggest  a  Gospel,  the  priest  ultimately  decides 
 which to use. 

 ●  If  you  have  a  choir  (singers),  please  ask  that  they  sing  the  response 
 to the Psalm. 
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 READINGS 

 FIRST READING 

 1. A reading from the book of Wisdom (4:7-15) 
 The  righteous,  though  they  die  early,  will  be  at  rest.  For  old  age  is  not 
 honored  for  length  of  time,  or  measured  by  number  of  years;  but 
 understanding is grey hair for anyone, and a blameless life is ripe old age. 
 There  were  some  who  pleased  God  and  were  loved  by  him,  and  while  living 
 among  sinners  were  taken  up.  They  were  caught  up  so  that  evil  might  not 
 change  their  understanding  or  guile  deceive  their  souls.  For  the  fascination 
 of  wickedness  obscures  what  is  good,  and  roving  desire  perverts  the 
 innocent  mind.  Being  perfected  in  a  short  time,  they  fulfilled  long  years;  for 
 their  souls  were  pleasing  to  the  Lord,  therefore  he  took  them  quickly  from 
 the  midst  of  wickedness.  Yet  the  peoples  saw  and  did  not  understand,  or 
 take  such  a  thing  to  heart,  that  God’s  grace  and  mercy  are  with  his  elect, 
 and that he watches over his holy ones. 
 The Word of the Lord. 

 2. A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (25:6-9) 
 On  this  mountain  the  Lord  of  hosts  will  make  for  all  peoples  a  feast  of  rich 
 food,  a  feast  of  well-aged  wines,  of  rich  food  filled  with  marrow,  of 
 well-aged  wines  strained  clear.  And  he  will  destroy  on  this  mountain  the 
 shroud  that  is  cast  over  all  peoples,  the  sheet  that  is  spread  over  all  nations; 
 he  will  swallow  up  death  forever.  Then  the  Lord  God  will  wipe  away  the 
 tears  from  all  faces,  and  the  disgrace  of  his  people  he  will  take  away  from  all 
 the  earth,  for  the  Lord  has  spoken.  It  will  be  said  on  that  day,  Lo,  this  is  our 
 God;  we  have  waited  for  him,  so  that  he  might  save  us.  This  is  the  Lord  for 
 whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
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 3. A reading from the book of Lamentations (3:17-26) 
 My  soul  is  bereft  of  peace;  I  have  forgotten  what  happiness  is;  so  I  say, 
 “Gone  is  my  glory,  and  all  that  I  had  hoped  for  from  the  Lord.”  The  thought 
 of  my  affliction  and  my  homelessness  is  wormwood  and  gall!  My  soul 
 continually  thinks  of  it  and  is  bowed  down  within  me.  But  this  I  call  to 
 mind,  and  therefore  I  have  hope:  The  steadfast  love  of  the  Lord  never 
 ceases,  his  mercies  never  come  to  an  end;  they  are  new  every  morning; 
 great  is  your  faithfulness.  “The  Lord  is  my  portion,”  says  my  soul,  “therefore 
 I  will  hope  in  him.”  The  Lord  is  good  to  those  who  wait  for  him,  to  the  soul 
 that  seeks  him.  It  is  good  that  one  should  wait  quietly  for  the  salvation  of 
 the Lord. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
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 PSALM 

 A. 
 Psalm 23:1-3, 4, 5, 6 
 R/.  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 or: 
 R/.  Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you 
 are with me. 

 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
      in verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
 Beside restful waters he leads me; 
      he refreshes my soul. 
 He guides me in right paths 
      for his name sake.  R/. 

 Even though I walk in the dark valley 
      I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
 With your rod and your staff 
      that give me courage.  R/. 

 You spread the table before me 
      in the sight of my foes; 
 You anoint my head with oil; 
      my cup overflows.  R/. 

 Only goodness and kindness follow me 
       all the days of my life; 
 And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
      for years to come.  R/. 
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 B. 
 Psalm 25:6 and 7b, 17-18, 20-21 
 R/.  To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 or: 
 R/.  No one who waits for you, O Lord, will ever be put to shame. 

 Remember that your compassion, O LORD, 
      and your kindness are from of old. 
 In your kindness remember me, 
      because of your goodness, O LORD.  R/. 

 Relieve the troubles of my heart; 
      And bring me out of my distress. 
 Put an end to my affliction and my suffering; 
      and take away all my sins.  R/. 

 Preserve my life and rescue me; 
      let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 
 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 
      Because I wait for you, O LORD.  R/. 
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 SECOND READING 

 4. A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (6:3-9) 
 Do  you  not  know  that  all  of  us  who  have  been  baptized  into  Christ  Jesus 
 were  baptized  into  his  death?  Therefore  we  have  been  buried  with  him  by 
 baptism  into  death,  so  that,  just  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead  by  the 
 glory  of  the  Father,  so  we  too  might  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if  we  have 
 been  united  with  him  in  a  death  like  is,  we  will  certainly  be  united  with  him 
 in  a  resurrection  like  his.  We  know  that  our  old  self  was  crucified  with  him 
 so  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  and  we  might  no  longer  be 
 enslaved  to  sin.  For  whoever  has  died  is  freed  from  sin.  But  if  we  have  died 
 with  Christ,  we  believe  that  we  will  also  live  with  him.  We  know  that  Christ, 
 being  raised  from  the  dead,  will  never  die  again;  death  no  longer  has 
 dominion over him. 
 The Word of the Lord. 

 5.   A  reading  from  the  first  letter  of  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians 
 (4:13-18) 
 But  we  do  not  want  you  to  be  uninformed,  brothers  and  sisters,  about  those 
 who  have  died,  so  that  you  may  not  grieve  as  others  do  who  have  no  hope. 
 For  since  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  even  so,  through  Jesus, 
 God  will  bring  with  him  those  who  have  died.  For  this  we  declare  to  you  by 
 the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we  who  are  alive,  who  are  left  until  the  coming  of 
 the  Lord,  will  by  no  means  precede  those  who  have  died.  For  the  Lord 
 himself,  with  a  cry  of  command,  with  the  archangel’s  call  and  with  the 
 sound  of  God‘s  trumpet,  will  descend  from  heaven,  and  the  dead  in  Christ 
 will  rise  first.  Then  we  who  are  alive,  who  are  left,  will  be  caught  up  in  the 
 clouds  together  with  them  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air;  and  so  we  will  be 
 with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
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 6. A reading from the book of Revelation (21:1-5a,6b-7) 
 Then  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth;  for  the  first  heaven  and  the  first 
 earth  had  passed  away,  and  the  sea  was  no  more.  And  I  saw  the  holy  city, 
 the  new  Jerusalem,  coming  down  out  of  heaven  from  God,  prepared  as  a 
 bride  adorned  for  her  husband.  And  I  heard  a  loud  voice  from  the  throne 
 saying,  “See,  the  home  of  God  is  among  mortals.  He  will  dwell  with  them; 
 they  will  be  his  peoples,  and  God  himself  will  be  with  them;  he  will  wipe 
 every  tear  from  their  eyes.  Death  will  be  no  more;  mourning  and  crying  and 
 pain  will  be  no  more,  for  the  first  things  have  passed  away.”  And  the  one 
 who  was  seated  on  the  throne  said,  “See,  I  am  making  all  things  new.  I  am 
 the  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end.  To  the  thirsty  I  will 
 give  water  as  a  gift  from  the  spring  of  the  water  of  life.  Those  who  conquer 
 will  inherit  these  things,  and  I  will  be  their  God  and  they  will  be  my 
 children.” 
 The Word of the Lord. 
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