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The Octave of Easter 
 

Monday, April 18th 
Daily Mass 8:30 AM: Chioke Conner (L) 

        Daily Mass 12:00 PM: People of the Parish (L) 
 

Tuesday, April 19th 
Daily Mass 8:30 AM: Dr. George P. Griffith, Jr. (D) & 

Dominic DeMaio (L) 
     

Wednesday, April 20th 
Mass 8:30 AM: Engracia Felix (D) 

 
Thursday, April 21st 

Mass 8:30 AM: Sylvester Ugoh (L) 
 

Friday, April 22nd 
Mass 8:30 AM: Rita & Eugene Zehner (L) 

70th Wedding Anniversary 
 

Saturday, April 23rd 
Mass 8:30AM: Ed Kin (D) 

 
Second Sunday of Easter 
(Sunday of Divine Mercy) 

 
Readings 

Acts 5: 12-16 
Rv 1: 9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 

John 20: 19-31 
 

Saturday, April 24th 
Mass 4:00 PM: Lina Manlapaz (D) 

Mass 7:00 PM: People of the Parish (L) 
 

Sunday, April 24th 
 

Mass 8:00 AM: Dr. Dennis A. George (D) 
Mass 9:45 AM: Sunday & Regina Umude (L) 

  Mass 11:30 AM: Anthonia Ndika (L)  
Mass 1:30 PM: Homebound Parishioners (L) 

Mass 6:00 PM: Leon Jacobs (L) 
 
 

Please pray for the sick and homebound in our parish, 
our neighbors, family, and friends:  

 
Christopher Agboli; Christina Smith Beal; Elaine Brooks; 
Catherine Cardinez: Mary Dawson; Rosita Dietrich; Helen 
Dziduch; Genevieve Greenfield; Joseph Johnson; Everett 
& Martha Lallis; Marion Prout; Dennis Luces; William 
Stevenson; Mary Ann Vugrin; Patricia Williams; Mae 
Young; Don Zehner; Rita and Eugene Zehner  

 

For our military, protect them from all harm.      

For the faithful departed, may they rest in peace. 
 
 

 Stewardship Report 
 

 
 

Items of Note at St. Matthias 

 
 
 
The Parish Social Life Committee (PSLC):  On 
Sunday, May 15th, we will celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of our church and the Feast of St. 
Matthias. We invite you to attend the bi-lingual Mass, 
followed by food and entertainment representative of 
our cultural diversity. This is a significant milestone 
for our parish.  We will need your time and talent to 
showcase all that we are as a faith community.  Please 
mark your calendar for May 15th and contact Mrs. 
Zita Givens, PSLC Chair, at 301-577-1853 if you 
desire to help plan and execute this special event. 
 
 
 
St. Matthias Prayer Group meets in the church every 
Sunday immediately after 11:30 AM Mass.  The last 
Friday of the month is Miracle Night, from 8:00-10:00 
PM, in church.  Contact Info: (240) 486-0733 or (301) 
351-0777. 
 

    

   April  10, 2022 
    
  Offertory          8,617 
         Faith Direct      2,415 
  Total          11,032 
  Last Year           9,113 
 
Next week’s second collection is for Church 

Missions Within the United States. 

 
Dear Parishioners & Staff, 
 
Thank  you for your many hours of       
service, prayers, and gifts during Lent, 
Holy Week, and Easter.  I am grateful 
for your commitment to the life of our 
parish and for your generous support of 
our church.  May God continue to bless 
you during Easter time and throughout 
the year. 
                                      
     -Father Avelino 



 EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

 

 

  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It is a great joy for me to write my first Easter message to you as 
your pastor in this jubilant Easter season. A good, happy and 
peaceful Easter to all of you!  
 
There is much to be thankful for as we gather together once again 
in the church, especially after the last two difficult years of the 
COVID pandemic when the churches were empty in 2020 and not 
so well attended in 2021. Today, our Easter proclamation “The 
Lord is Risen!”  carries with it an additional message of hope and 
joy because the Lord has gathered what has been scattered by the 
pandemic.  
 
In his Urbi et Orbi (“to the city of Rome and to the world”) 
Easter message of 2021, Pope Francis reminded us that “the risen 
Christ is hope for all who continue to suffer from the pandemic, 
both the sick and those who have lost a loved one.” He added, 
“May the Lord give them comfort and sustain the valiant efforts 
of doctors and nurses.” We recognize that the threat of the 
pandemic is not behind us, and we still need to sustain health care 
workers with our prayers. We also recognize that there are those 
who suffer today because it may be the first Easter celebration 
without their loved ones. However, despite all of this, the Church 
of Christ proclaims “Jesus, who was crucified, has risen. 
Alleluia!” 
 
It is important to understand the deeper meaning of this 
proclamation, otherwise it remains just an empty cliché.  
 
During the General Audience of 11 April 2012, Pope emeritus 
Benedict XVI reflected on the meaning of the Resurrection, 
stating that “With Jesus’ arrival [after the resurrection] the 
disciples’ situation of anguish changes radically. He enters 
through closed doors; He stands in their midst and gives them the 
peace that reassures: ‘Peace to you’ (Jn 20:19b).” 
 
The peace that the risen Lord brings to the world is a unique and 
particular peace that humanity cannot generate through its own 
efforts – “not as the world gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27). It 
isn’t a temporary or prolonged ceasefire between military 
conflicts; it isn’t even what many hope to bring about by the 
elimination of nuclear weapons. History shows us that human 
efforts to bring about peace are always fragile, temporary, and 
subject to the evil forces of humanity’s folly and sin. The peace 
and freedom from fear that the human heart so longs for remains 
closed to humanity without Christ.  
 
The meaning behind the risen Lord appearing to the disciples 
“through closed doors” is significant.  The “closed doors” 
symbolize humanity’s inaccessibility to lasting peace, but Christ 
transcends this obstacle through His passion and resurrection. 
Only Christ, who conquered sin and death on the Cross and 
through His resurrection, can bring humanity lasting peace. This 
peace comes from removing sin from the human heart, thereby 
removing the source of war and conflict in the world, society, and 
the family.  
 
The Church proclaims with great joy in this Easter season that 
“Christ is risen!” and therefore that there is victory over sin, 
death, and the anguish and fear that comes to the human heart 
because of it. Praise be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

                                              -Fr. Avelino Gonzalez 

The Academy of Saint Matthias 

BOOST (Broadening Options and Opportuni-
ties for Students Today), a financial aid program 

through the State of Maryland, is now accepting             
applications.  To determine your financial eligibility for 
this program, go to www.marylandboost.org.  To be    
considered, you must have applied to a private school and/
or be enrolled for the coming school year.                       
Apply to BOOST by April 29, 2022. 

The Academy of St. Matthias is Closed for Easter       
vacation. School will reopen Monday, April 25th, at 8:00 
AM. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               Mass Schedule for  April  23/24 
                   4:00 PM  Fr. Canice                        
   7:00 PM          Fr. Herman 
   8:00 AM      Fr. Avelino               
                   9:45 AM     Fr. Canice     
                        11:30 AM       Fr. Canice   
                           1:30 PM            Fr. Avelino 
                     6:00 PM            Fr. Canice 

 
The Parish Office Will Be Closed Easter 

Monday, April 18th. 
 

The Office will reopen Tuesday, April 19th,  
at 8:00 AM. 


