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Late Advent Weekdays 
 

Monday, December 26th 
St. Stephen 

Daily Mass 8:30 AM: George E. Johnson (D) 
 

Tuesday, December 27th 
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

 Daily Mass 8:30 AM: Bernice Nnannah (D) 
 

Wednesday, December 28th 
The Holy Innocents 

Daily Mass 8:30 AM: Tom & Phyllis Wolowicz (L) 
  

Thursday, December 29th 
Saint Thomas Becket 

Mass 8:30 AM: Jose Manlapaz (D) 

 
Friday, December 30th 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Daily Mass 8:30 AM: Nzefili Family (L) 

 
Saturday, December 31st 

Saint Sylvester I 
Daily Mass 8:30AM: Ernesto Felix (D)  

 
Saturday, December 31st 

Mass 4:00 PM: People of the Parish (L) 
Mass 7:00 PM: Carlos Islas (D) 

Adoration: 11:30 PM-12:30 AM 
Mass: 12:45 AM: People of the Parish (L) 

 
Readings 

Nm 6: 22-27 
Gal 4: 4-7 

Luke 2: 16-21 
  

Sunday, January 1st 
 Mass 8:00 AM: Homebound Parishioners (L) 

Mass 9:45 AM: Innocent Ihegbe (D) 
 Mass 11:30 AM: Mepha Family (L) 

  Mass 1:30 PM: People of the Parish (L) 
No 6:00 PM Mass  

 
Please pray for the sick and homebound in our parish, 

our neighbors, family, and friends:  
Christina Smith Beal; Elaine Brooks; Mary Dawson; Rosita 
Dietrich; Deborah Diggs; Helen Dziduch; Avelino Gonzalez; 
Dolly  Kwame-Greene; Genevieve Greenfield; Miriam Jacik; 
Jan Jarus; Everett & Martha Lallis; William Stevenson; Mary 
Ann Vugrin; Patricia Williams; Mae Young; Don Zehner; Rita 
and Eugene Zehner 
 

For our military, protect them from all harm.  
 

For the faithful departed, may they rest in peace.  

 

Stewardship Report 

 

Items of Note at St. Matthias 

 

Offertory Envelopes for 2023:  If you are a 
registered parishioner who 
currently uses weekly offertory 
envelopes, please note that the 
envelopes for January and 
February have been mailed to 
you.  Check your mail 

carefully!  In the past, envelopes have been returned 
due to insufficient addresses.  If you have moved 
recently or need to add an apartment number to update 
your address, please contact the parish office. 
 
 
St. Matthias Prayer Group meets in Friendship Hall 
every Sunday after the 11:30 AM Mass.  The last 
Friday of the month is Miracle Night, from 8:00-10:00 
PM in the church.  Contact Information: 240-486-0733 
or 301-351-0777. 
 

 
 
 

Saint Matthias the Apostle Church 
Weekend  Schedule 2022/2023 

 
Saturday, December 31st 

Daily Mass 8:30 AM 
Masses at 4:00 PM & 7:00 PM (Spanish) 

Adoration into the new year, followed by Mass  
(The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God) 

Adoration 11:30 PM– 12:30 AM 
Mass 12:45 AM 

 
Sunday, January 1st 

Masses: 8:00 AM, 9:45 AM, 11:30 AM 
1:30 PM (Spanish) 

There is no 6:00 PM Mass 

 
Due to the early printing deadline for 
this week’s bulletin, the Stewardship 
Reports for December 18th and 25th 

will be published in next week’s   
bulletin. 

      



 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

 

 

The Academy of Saint Matthias 

 
The Archdiocese of Washington Financial 

Aid application for the 2023-2024 school year is open. 
New families interested in our school for the next school 
year have until Feb. 18, 2023, to apply. If you need       
assistance with this application, please contact Mrs. Ann 
O'Hare (301-577-9412 or aohare@stmatthias.org) to 
schedule an appointment.  

 

 Family Connection 

At Christmas we celebrate the great mystery that God be-
came flesh and dwelt among us. We call this mystery 
the Incarnation (the word means “to take on flesh”), and it 
changes everything. Today's Gospel reminds us that we 
can also look upon the Nativity from God's perspective to 
better appreciate the significance of the Incarnation. The 
mystery we proclaim at Christmas is that God, the very 
God who created all things from nothing and who is light 
itself, took on our humanity in order to transform us. 
Through his birth among us, we have seen the face of God 
and have become nothing less than God's own children. 
At this awesome mystery, we adore. 
 
Gather as a family around your Nativity set. Keep this 
image before you and talk about how familiar we are with 
this scene. Invite members of the family to recall the de-
tails of Jesus' birth that we hear in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke. Observe that the Gospel of John invites us to 
consider Jesus' birth from a different perspective. Read 
together today's Gospel, John 1:1-14. 

John's Gospel reminds us that the image we see in our 
Nativity set is a most remarkable sight: God made himself 
at home with us by taking on flesh and becoming a human 
person. We call this mystery the Incarnation. What are 
some of the things that John's Gospel says happened for 
us because Jesus came to dwell among us? (Light over-
came darkness; we see God's glory in Jesus; we became 
children of God.) Together thank God for this mystery 
of the Incarnation and the salvation that we received 
because Jesus was born among us. Sing together a Christ-
mas hymn, such as “O Come, All Ye Faithful” or “Silent 
Night.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Avelino’s Christmas Letter 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
This Christmas 2022 is my first Christmas with you as 
your pastor. On January 19, 2023, it will be one year 
since I came to St. Matthias the Apostle parish. In this 
short time, we have accomplished quite a lot together.  
 
I arrived at the parish during two major renovation 
projects: the heating ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) system for the church and the flat roof for the 
school and the Hughes center. Both projects required 
the patience of Job and the struggle of Jacob on 
everyone’s part. However, we got through it and now 
we have a new HVAC system and leak-free flat roof. I 
thank all of you again for your generous donations to 
the Capital Campaign that made it all possible.  
 
In March of this year, we added a Spanish Mass on 
Sunday at 1:30 pm, thereby opening our parish doors 
wider to the Spanish-speaking community within our 
parish boundaries. For many years they had to travel to 
adjacent parishes to attend a Mass in which they could 
fully participate. This addition has blessed our parish 
community by strengthening our unity and diversity 
and Christian solidarity.  
 
Thankfully, the numbers of parishioners returning to 
the parish after being away due to the Covid pandemic 
continues to slowly increase. Although, we are still 
only at 71% of pre-pandemic levels.  
 
Finally, I am glad to inform you that our school is 
doing very well. We currently have 198 students, the 
greatest number in many years. We continue to 
improve the school facilities as well as strengthen the 
academic growth and spiritual formation of our 
students and help to prepare them for the future.  
 
In all this with the Psalmist we “give thanks to God, 
bless his name for good indeed is the Lord, whose love 
endures forever; whose faithfulness lasts through every 
age” (Ps 100: 4-5).  
 
May the Lord Jesus bring joy and peace to you and 
your family in this Christmas season of heightened 
faith, hope and love.  
 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 

 

Fr. Avelino Gonzalez, Pastor 

 

 

       
 Mass Schedule for Dec. 31/ Jan. 1 

   4:00 PM       Fr. TBD 
           7:00 PM     Fr. Avelino 
                         12:45 AM     Fr. Avelino 
     8:00 AM     Fr. TBD                            
    9:45 AM      Fr. Avelino 
              11:30 AM      Fr. TBD           
    1:30 PM     Fr. DeSiano           
        There is no 6:00 PM Mass 

mailto:aohare@stmatthias.org

