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                         A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

                                                                                        
                                                                                Madonna del Soccorsco 
                                                                                     (Our Lady of Help) 

O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while remaining steadfast in faith.  
 
O loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are confident you will provide for us as at Cana in 
Galilee. Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who have fallen ill, for 
those who are vulnerable, and for those who have died. Intercede also for those charged with 
protecting the health and safety of others and for those who are tending to the sick and seeking a cure.  
 
Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, 
who took upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows, so as to lead us, through the Cross, to 
the glory of the Resurrection. Amen.  
 
Under thy protection we seek refuge, O Holy Mother of God. In our needs, despise not our petitions, 
but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 
 
Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis 
11036 3/20 
Photo courtesy of Fabbrica di San Pietro/M. Falcioni.  
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                                                             Grand Knight Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                           

                                                                           Charles I. Briscoe 
                                                                               240-701-8093 
                                                                   charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 
 

Greetings my Brother Knights. I pray that you and your families are doing well and remaining safe during this 

pandemic crisis.  As a result of the coronavirus outbreak, it is most unfortunate that became necessary for our 

government officials to evoke shelter at home ordinances to reduce the spread of the virus and to protect the 

wellbeing of all citizens.  

 

As a result of these unfortunate circumstances, our State Council had to make the painful decision to cancel the 

122nd Annual State Convention that was scheduled to take place May 1- 3 at the Princess Royale Hotel Ocean 

Front Resort in Ocean City, Maryland. I strongly suggest that you immediately contact that the hotel and cancel 

your reservation.  

 

While we are required to practice at-home quarantine and social distancing, Mother Seton plans to resume it 

Council Business meetings by means of video teleconferences starting this coming Tuesday April 7, 2020 at 

8:00pm EDT, by means of  the “Zoom” video-conference online network.  I will be partnering with our Deputy 

Grand Knight, Emmanuel “Thad” Ereme and our Financial Secretary Donahue Aitcheson to provide you with an 

online link and instructions on how to join the meeting.  

  

We will discuss plans for upcoming nominations and elections constitutionally required  in April and May. We 

will also share information on exemplification of new members and current 1st & 2nd  using the new format.  

 

Supreme is hosting a webinar entitled “Fraternal Operations During Coronavirus Training for Online 

Exemplification,” on April 8, 2020 at 8:00 p.m.  
 

Once this pandemic has run its course and communities are given the green light to resume normal public 

interaction, our Church will need the help of every available brother Knight and other family members to 

volunteer to assist the parish custodial team with performing a thorough deep cleaning and sanitization of our 

Church, Chapel, Hughes center and School prior to their reopening for public use. This will require an “all hands-

on deck” for all our Brother Knights once the request is received from our Pastor.  

 

While fully realizing that these are extremely difficult and trying economic times, we as Brother Knights, more so 

than ever before, need to be mindful of the hardships imposed upon our Church and Catholic school during this 

crisis and provided the necessary support needed by continuing to pay our tithes and school tuitions. 

 

In closing, I ask that we Brother Knights to pray for the victims of this pandemic, for our first responders and  

heroes on the front lines and especially for our pastor who undoubtedly is being overwhelmed while serving the 

needs of his parishioners                                                  Vivat Jesus!      
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                                                                  District Deputy Report 

 
    Michael P. Akpan, PGK 
    mpakpan@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Message from the Financial Secretary 
 

Nomination of Officers and Elections are scheduled for April and May respectively. Only members in good standing 
will be eligible to participate in the process.     
 
Please contact Don Aitcheson if you have questions or concerns (240-481-0622 ; aitcheson@hotmail.com). 
 

.                                                                                                

                     Sick and Recovering 
 
 

       Brothers                                              Relatives/Friends                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Melba Adams 
Rose Chisefaky 
Ann Degraff 
Helen Dziduch 
Anne Keightley-Florimbio 
Nancy Matais 
  
 

 
                    
 
  
 
 

Christopher Agboli, PGK 
Kevin Butler, PGK 
Nicholas Kniska, HLM 
Pablo Rocha                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                 
 
        

 
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, 
may your healing hand rest upon me, 
may your life-giving powers flow into every cell of my body 
and into the depths of my soul, 
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness 
and strength for service in your Kingdom. Amen 
                                 
 If you know a Brother Knight or a family   member who is sick, 
recovering or recently deceased, please contact us so that we may 
pray for them. Your help is needed to manage this list (Editor:  
aitcheson@hotmail.com.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mpakpan@gmail.com
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
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Catholic Corner 
 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for April  2020 

       
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network invites all to join in the Holy Father’s April 2020 

prayer intention:     Freedom from Addiction 
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

Daily Offering Prayer                                                                                                                                                                 God, 

our Father, I offer You my day. I offer You my prayers, thoughts, words, actions, joys, and sufferings in union with the 

Heart of Jesus, who continues to offer Himself in the Eucharist for the salvation of the world. May the Holy Spirit, Who 

guided Jesus, be my guide and my strength today so that I may witness to your love. With Mary, the mother of our 

Lord and the Church, I pray for all Apostles of Prayer and for the prayer intentions proposed by the Holy Father this 

month. Amen.

 

Pope Francis prayed for an end of the COVID-19 pandemic, standing alone in St. Peter's Square on a rainy March 27, and 
offered a rare Urbi et Orbi blessing. An excerpt from his beautiful meditation:  

"The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into practice that 
solidarity and hope capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when everything 
seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter faith. We have an 
anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross we have been redeemed. We 
have a hope: by his cross we have been healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate 
us from his redeeming love. In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and 
chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once again listen to the 
proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side. The Lord asks us from his cross to 
rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards those who look to us, to strengthen, recognize and 
foster the grace that lives within us. Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters 
and let us allow hope to be rekindled. 

"Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the hardships of the present time, 
abandoning for a moment our eagerness for power and possessions in order to make room for the 
creativity that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring. It means finding the courage to create spaces where 
everyone can recognize that they are called, and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. 
By his cross we have been saved in order to embrace hope and let it strengthen and sustain all measures 
and all possible avenues for helping us protect ourselves and others. Embracing the Lord in order to 
embrace hope: that is the strength of faith, which frees us from fear and gives us hope."    

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html    3/27/2020 

https://www.popesprayer.net/universal-prayer-intention-for-artists/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
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Special Nominations Edition 
Nominations Chairman :Donahue Aitcheson PGK 

Committee Members: Sylvester Ikpi PGK, PFN; Emmanuel Sony Ajayi.PGK 
 

Nominations: Slate of nominees for the election of  2020-2021 officers 
                      (as of meeting of April 8, 2020) 

 

 Grand Knight: Thad Ereme 

 Deputy Grand Knight:  

 Chancellor: 

Warden:   

 Recorder:  

Treasurer: Joseph Corson 

 Advocate: Sylvester Ikpi, PGK,PFN 

Trustee (3yr): Charles Briscoe 

 Inside Guards:   

 Outside Guards:    

Representative to the 2021 State Convention: 

Convention Delegate (PGK): Emmanuel Ajayi,PGK 

1st  Alternate: Robert Worthington PGK,PFN,FDD 

2nd  Alternate:  

 

Council By-Law requires that all elected officers must be at least Third-Degree members. 

The third and final call for nominations will be done at the meeting in May 19, 2020. 

Election of Officers for the 2020-2021 Fraternal Year will be held at the Council meeting on May 19, 2020 

 

Questions should be directed to the Nominations Chairman 
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Family Activities  
 
As we shelter in place and stay at home, take this time to be 
reunited as a family and rededicate ourselves to prayer. 
 
Let us pray the Rosary daily as an act of unity for our  Council, 
Church and World. 

 
 

Faith Activity                                                                           
SK Francisco C.  King 

 
Feast Days and Solemnities in April: 

Palm Sunday (5), Holy Thursday (9), Good Friday (10), Easter 

Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord (12), Divine Mercy 

Sunday(19),George (23), Mark (25), Catherine of Siena ( 29) 

 

                               Fraternal Benefits Corner 

Stephen Clites 
stephen.clites@kofc.org  

240-375-1372 

 
Please contact the benefits agent to discuss your needs. The consultation 
is free 
 
. 
 

 Editor’s Pen 
If there is a special request for a copy of the Seton noteS by 
mail, let us know. Please send all newsletter related issues to 
Don Aitcheson at aitcheson@hotmail.com (240-481-0622). 
The deadline for article submission is the 20th of each month. 
The email edition will be sent on or about the 1st of each 
month.  Please feel free to give us feedback. Copies are 
available in the pamphlet rack at St. Matthias at the back of 
Saint Matthias Church and on the website at 
www.stmatthias.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      2019-2020 Officers 

Chaplain 
Reverend Jack Kennealy 
301-459-4815 
jkennealy23@gmail.com 
Associate Chaplain 
Reverend Milton E. Jordan 
milt.jordan@gmail.com 
301-957-0128 
Assistant to the Chaplain 
Deacon Alton Davis 
adavis804@aol.com 
240-691-9462 
Grand Knight 
Charles Briscoe 
240-701-8093 
charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Emmanuel Thad Ereme 
thad.ereme@gmail.com 
301-549-8452 
Chancellor 
Cosmas Nwokeafor 
cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu 
301-627-0965 
Warden 
Henry Mbah 
845-234-0839 
HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM 
Recorder 
Jose Barahona 
jbarahona@fm.umd.edu 
301-577-2620 
Treasurer                        
Joseph Corson, FDD, PGK 
JosCorson@aol.com                                                           
301-262-3002                      
Advocate 
Robert Worthington, FDD, PFN, PGK 
bobworth@hotmail.com 
301-908-9972 
Guard Inside 
Martin Kwapinski 
Festus Sowho 
Guard Outside  
Joe Obiwuru 
Trustees  
Emmanuel Ajayi, PGK (1Yr) 
sonyajayi@yahoo.com 
202-413-1066 
Aneurin M’Carthy, PGK (2 Yr) 
amacarthee@gmail.com 
240-602-5573 
Ferdinand Ibebuchi (3Yr) 
ibebuchi@aol.com 
301-802-3075 
Financial Secretary 
Donahue Aitcheson, PGK 
240-481-0622 
aitcheson@hotmail.com 
 

 

mailto:stephen.clites@kofc.org
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
http://www.stmatthias.org/
mailto:jkennealy23@gmail.com
mailto:milt.jordan@gmail.com
mailto:adavis804@aol.com
mailto:charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com
mailto:thad.ereme@gmail.com
mailto:cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu
mailto:HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM
mailto:jbarahona@fm.umd.edu
mailto:JosCorson@aol.com
mailto:bobworth@hotmail.com
mailto:amacarthee@gmail.com
mailto:ibebuchi@aol.com
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Community Activity 
SK Festus E. Sowho 

 
Due to the pandemic and 
cancellation of sporting 
events, we are unsure of the 
status of FedEx Field 
activities. We are preparing to 
participate and will 
communicate updates when 
available.   

 
 

Prayer to Mother Seton 

Lord God,  
You blessed Elizabeth Seton 

with gifts of grace 
As wife and mother, 

educator and foundress,  
So that she might spend her 

life in service to your 
people. 

Through her example and 
prayers 

May we learn to express 
our love for you 

In love for our fellow men 
and women. 

We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
Who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit,  
One God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

                 
 

 

Life Activity 
SK Joseph N. Ngu 

 
     Defend Life  from conception to natural death 

              Support the Ultrasound Program            

 Membership Corner 

    Membership Director                                            
Sylvester Ikpi, PGK, PFN                                                                301-

613-8762 or sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com 

              “Make It Personal and Ask”
 

Membership Checker:  

2019-20 GOAL: 16 

NEW: 5    LOSS: 0 

NET: 11 

 

 

     
                   Live Stream Options: 
Saint Matthias  Facebook Live: 
Mass : Sundays 11:30AM 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SaintMatthiasLanham/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 
Daily Reflection: Jack Kennealy 
Fr. Jack’s Facebook Page 
 
www. stmatthias.org 
National Shrine – Sundays at 12 Noon 
https://www.nationalshrine.org/ 
 

 

 

mailto:sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SaintMatthiasLanham/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.nationalshrine.org/
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           Supreme Council News 

Knights Offer Secured Credit Line for US Dioceses 
$100 Million line of credit will help dioceses weather impact of the pandemic 

 

The Knights of Columbus has announced a new program to assist dioceses with short-term financing as 

many dioceses and their parishes reel from the effects of the pandemic. 

The Knights has established a $100 million fund, with up to a $1 million secured line of credit per 

Catholic diocese. The program will be available for 60 days beginning on Monday, March 30. 

“It is critical for us to support the Catholic Church in the United States at this time, so that the Church can 

continue to provide irreplaceable spiritual and charitable support, and can keep the staff supporting its 

mission and outreach employed,” noted Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. “Our fund is designed 

specifically to help dioceses and their parishes weather this pandemic financially so that they can continue 

their important work – now and after the pandemic.” 

The lines of credit will have a very competitive interest rate equivalent to that of the one-year Treasury 

bill, plus 225 basis points (2.25%). 

The line of credit has a two-year term. At the end of that term, dioceses will have the option to convert the 

line of credit to a Knights of Columbus church loan, fully amortizing at the prevailing rate for a term 

selected by the borrower of five, 10 or 20 years – the same low-interest terms offered by the Knights’ 

existing and long-standing Church Loan program. The Knights of Columbus has been a key lender to 

parishes and dioceses for more than a century, and the Church Loan remains a key source of financing for 

Catholic parishes and institutions. 

In addition to the offer of financing to dioceses, the Knights of Columbus is responding to the COVID-19 

pandemic with a number of grass roots and community programs. The organization has urged its 

members to help support those in need of food and other essentials, and to participate in blood drives – a 

longstanding K of C tradition. It was the Knights of Columbus itself that pioneered nationwide blood 

drives in the United States in the 1930s.                           Reprinted from www.kofc.org....3/26/2020                        

http://www.kofc.org....3/26/2020
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                 State Deputy                                                                                  
            Dale W. Trott  
 

 

 

122nd Annual State Convention 

is CANCELLED due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic 
                        

                                               
 

 

Please go to the website below to get information on registration 

cancellations and hotel reservation refunds. 

 

Plans are being made for a Virtual/ Electronic Event. 

 Stay tuned for details. 
 

 

 

 

For more details, go to www.kofc-md.org 

Maryland State Council News 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kofc-md.org/
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Fourth Degree Report 

Bishop James E.  Walsh Assembly No. 1548 
Meets on the 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm at Saint Pius X Council, Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road; 

Forestville, MD 20747-1747 (301) 735-8855. 
Next scheduled meeting is TBD 

  

 
ADW Website (www.awddistrict.org) 

 

Official Flag Days in the USA 
 

April  
     6 - Army (Navy only) 

                                      13 - Thomas Jefferson Birthday (Army only) 
                                                      14 -  Pan American Day (Embassies in Latin America) 

 
 
 

              
 

 

Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights 
Maryland State Council 

Celebrating its 57th Year 
Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

   

            Scheduled Meetings - TBD  
 Come hear about all the exciting events and activities that are planned for the year.  
The Chapter encourages not only Grand Knights to attend, but also Deputy Grand Knights and Council Program 
Directors. The Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month except for December.  The location varies. 
                                               https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103
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             Birthdays for April 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council 
   
  4 Jessam Ikpi 
  5 Michael Achankeng 
10 Joe Obiwuru   
15 Anselm Onyemenem  
16 Leonard Chetam 
19  Martin Gallagher 
      Kenneth Uwajeh 
21 Bernard Harig 
23 Chukwuma Obi Onyewu 
24 Ephraim Eke 
28 Rev William Montgomery 
29 Philip Akwataibe 
30 Michael Marshall Jr. 
 
 

        
 

 

Ladies Auxiliary 
              

 
         2 Antoinette Florimbio 
             23 Margaret Taylor 
             24 Angelina Opalski 
             26 Adele Green 
             29Helen Dziduch 

   
        
           

       

 

 HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY!!! 

 
 

B
i
r
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Go to http://stewardsofhopefoundation.org to find out more about this global mission spearheaded by Fr.   

Canice Enyiaka     

 

                                        Happy  Easter !!! 
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Upcoming Council Events Calendar 
 

April 5               Palm Sunday 

April 8               Council Meeting – Business – 8PM  ( Teleconference). 

April 9               Holy Thursday 

April 10             Good Friday 

April 12             Easter Sunday 

April 22            Council Meeting – Social -8PM (teleconference)  

May 5               Council Business Meeting – 8PM 

Council meetings are held 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month unless otherwise posted. 
 

Council meetings are being conducted by video/audioconferencing. 
Please contact the Grand Knight for access code information.  

 
Church services are being conducted by Live Streaming on the web. 

Please check for details at www.stmatthias.org  

 

  

 

http://stewardsofhopefoundation.org/

