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Grand Knight Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                           Charles I. Briscoe 
                                                                               240-701-8093 
                                                                   charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 
 
Greetings my brother Knights, I trust that everyone enjoyed the blessings of a wonderful Christmas and holiday 
season. Mother Seton Council hosted its annual Christmas party on Saturday December 14th  at the St. Matthias 
the Apostle Hughes Center. Those who attended had a wonderful time, enjoying the entertainment and exquisite 
food provided by Red, Hot and Blue catering service and personal dishes provided by the wives of some of our 
brother knights. There were several lucky ticket holders who won multiple gift during the gift raffle. However, 
before the party ended, every guest received a wonderful Christmas gift. Throughout the evening, guests shared 
their views on what the Christmas season meant to them and the blessings they were thankful for during the past 
year. We appreciate the generosity of those who brought gifts, monetary donations and articles of clothing for 
the pregnancy center. The last game of the 2019 football season was Sunday December 22nd between the 
Redskins and the NY Giants. My heartfelt thanks to my brother knights and the parents in our parish who 
volunteered much of their personal time to work at FedEx Field, throughout the season, to raise funds for our 
Council’s scholarship program and to receive tuition credit for their children who attend the Academy of St. 
Matthias. I am extremely proud and thankful to all who volunteered for your brilliant and selfless service 
throughout the season.  
We would like to welcome the newest member to our Council, Brother Kenneth Uwajeh who received his 1st   
Degree on December 16, 2019. Brother Uwajeh expressed how pleased and excited he is to be a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and how he is looking forward to working with his new brothers on projects to help our 
Council accomplish the goals and objectives established for this fraternal year. 
In the months ahead, we need to continue to focus on the growing our Council membership (we have less than 
six month remaining in the fraternal year to reach a new membership enrollment quota); encouraging our brother 
knights to take advantage of the KofC insurance and investment programs to help ensure a secure future for 
your families and love ones, and, continuing to support our Faith in Action Program by making generous 
donations to the St. Matthias the Apostle Church food pantry, our pregnancy clinic and by continuing to perform 
simple acts of kindness such as: 
1. Send a card or a care package to a soldier abroad. 
2. Send a card or a care package to a terminally ill child. 
3. Send a card or a care package to anyone you can think of that could use a pick me up. It can even be 
anonymous if you like. 
4. Let the person behind you have the parking spot you’re both driving around looking for; especially for the 
elderly. 
5. Offer to feed a pet, get the mail or water the plants of a person that is going out of town for a few days. 
6. Offer to shovel snow for a neighbor. 
7. Give a homeless person a gift certificate to a fast food or sandwich chain. 
8. Help a neighbor carry groceries or packages to their door. 
9. Smile at EVERYONE you cross paths with. 
 
I thank you my brother Knights, for your support during this fraternal year. May you and your love ones be 
spiritually blessed with good health and prosperity throughout the coming year. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 
. 
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                                                          District Deputy Report 

 
    Michael P. Akpan, PGK 
    mpakpan@gmail.com 

 

Best Wishes and God’s Blessing’s for 2020 
Hotel reservations and registration for the annual State convention opens this month. 

Please stay tuned for more details. The convention this year is May 1-3. 
Vivat Jesus! 

  
 

 

 
Message from the Financial Secretary 

 
Dues invoices for 2020 have been mailed or distributed. 
Please pay dues in a timely manner. New 2020 travel cards will be issued upon payment. 
Members who are not current by March 1, will not be allowed entry to Council meetings. Please contact Don 
Aitcheson if you have questions or concerns (240-481-0622 ; aitcheson@hotmail.com). 
 
Members who are inactive or wish to terminate or update member status are asked to send an email or note with 
specifics to the Financial Secretary. 
Members who receive invoices and do not wish to continue their membership, MUST communicate their desire to 
the Financial Secretary. As long as an individual remains on the membership list an invoice will be generated. 
 
Fourth degree members are reminded that their Council membership card will list membership as 3rd Degree. 
Fourth degree dues must be paid to the Faithful Navigator of your Assembly to obtain a separate valid/current 
Assembly/4th degree card.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:mpakpan@gmail.com


Seton noteS 
 

4 

 

 
COUNCIL HISTORY 

Mother Seton Council #5381 was instituted on January 8, 1963 as the first new Council of the Order for the year 1963- 
Some 132 names were carried as Charter Members, 50 of which were new members while the other 50 was evenly 
distributed among transfers and restatements into the Council. The first installation of Mother Seton Council Officers 
was conducted on March 6, 1963 under the direction of the then State Deputy, Maurice J. Klein.  

Our Charter was officially presented to our first Grand Knight, Bernard Green, by Francis G.  McFarland, State Deputy, 
Maryland State Council, at a Charter Dinner held at the Royal Arms, Hyattsville, on May 9, 1964.  

The Patroness of our Council is Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton who was beatified on March 17, 1963, in the Vatican.  

We constantly offered our prayers for the Canonization of Mother Seton who founded the Sisters of Charity in America, in 
1809, and is also recognized as the founder of the Catholic School system in this country. Proud to bear the name of     
Blessed Mother Seton, our Council members and their families made an annual pilgrimage to her home in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, where Holy Mass is offered and a Spiritual Bouquet for her canonization was presented to the Superior of the 
Sisters of Charity, A trip to the Shrine followed by a family picnic conclude this wonderful annual event.  

Mother Seton Council primarily drew  its members from St. Ambrose, Cheverly; St. Mary's, Landover Hills; St. 
Bernard's, Riverdale; St Joseph’s in Landover, Holy Family in Mitchellville and St. Matthias, Lanham. Other parishes are 
also represented in our membership, which in less than two years, expanded to 213 members. The credit for the initial 
effort to institute Mother Seton Council goes to four dedicated Brother Knights. They are: Bert Parise, our first District 
Deputy; James Echols, our general insurance agent; Bernard Green, our first Grand Knight and Franc is Knowlan, our 
first Financial Secretary. They did their work well.  

From the beginning the Council was very active. Within two months a monthly newsletter was started. The Council 
choose the name “Seton noteS” with the S at both ends capitalized because the word notes is the same as Seton 
reversed. The programs and activities of the Council continued to grow and before our 15th anniversary we had sent a 
Grand Knight to the State Convention to collect first place awards in all of the programs. At that time awards were 
given in six categories.  

The dream of a Council home was in consideration before the Council was a year old. The first income was created by 
the sale of bonds at a cost of $100 each. A total of 31 were sold and several members were buying them with 
payments such as $1, $5, $10 or whatever, some of which were never completed or refunded. The original bonds were 
purchased back for $150 many years later or totally donated to the building corporation.  
The Council has conducted many fund raising events over the years and both the Council and the Auxiliary transferred 
funds from time to time. The Building Corporation has also been the recipient of funds for wills 
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Grand Knights Years Grand Knights Years 

Bernard Green 1963 -1964 Francis B. Pinkston  1990 -1991 

Bernard Morris 1964 -1965 John O. Murray  1991 - 1992 

James M. Murphy 1965-1966 Edward C. Weber, Jr. 1992 -1993 

Peter J. Aquilino 1966-1967 Robert J. Madden  1993 -1994 

Robert J. Coffren 1967 -1968 Arthur L. Barry, Jr. 1994 - 1995 

Henry M. Perry 1968 -1969 Serafin Avitia  1995 -1996 

William J. Wolf 1969 -1970 Robert G. Worthington 1996 -1998 

Vincent F. Mayola  1970 - 1971 George H. Johnson 1998 -1999 

Peter M. Kucyk 1971- 1972 Gary Anson  1999-2002 

John A. Marchetti 1972 -1973 Sylvester Ikpi  2002-2003  

John D. Madden, Jr.  1973 -1974 Roger Doucette 2003-2004 

Joseph W. Brown 1974 - 1975 Ed Kin 2004-2005 

Roland P. Ceolla 1975 -1976 Aloysius C . Craig  2005-2006 

George J. Maria 1976 -1977 James Kalshoven 2006-2007 

Chester (Duke) Sczuka  1977 - 1978 Fred Raggazone 2007-2008 

Thomas J. Holland  1978 -1979 James Agboli 2008-2009 

Rodney R. Oak 1979 -1980 Kevin Butler 2009-2010 

Thomas L. Cryer 1980 -1981 Raymond Ihegbe 2010-2011 

Henry A. Kalinofsy 1981 -1982 Christopher Agboli 2011-2012 

Herman P. Klotz 1982 -1983 Emmanuel Madagu 2012-2013 

John J. Magruder 1983 -1984 Donahue(Don) Aitcheson 2013- 2015 

Thomas E. Gwinn Sr. 1984 -1985 Emmanuel Sony Ajayi 2015-2016 

Joseph Lattin  1985 - 1986 Dominic E.  Forka 2016 -2017 

Charles(Mickey)O'Berry 1986 -1987 Aneurin M'Carthy 2017 - 2018 

Joseph R. Corson 1987 -1988 Ferdinand  A. Ibebuchi 2018-2019 

Richard J. Pavel, Sr. 1988 -1989 Charles I. Briscoe 2019-2020 

Richard E. Barber 1989 -1990   
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                     Sick and Recovering 
 
 

       Brothers                                              Relatives/Friends                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Melba Adams 
Rose Chisefaky 
Ann Degraff 
Helen Dziduch 
Anne Keightley-Florimbio 
Nancy Matais 
  
 

 
                    
 
  
 
 

Christopher Agboli, PGK 
Kevin Butler, PGK 
Nicholas Kniska, HLM 
Pablo Rocha                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                 
 
        

 
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, 
may your healing hand rest upon me, 
may your life-giving powers flow into every cell of my body 
and into the depths of my soul, 
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness 
and strength for service in your Kingdom. Amen 
                                 
 If you know a Brother Knight or a family   member who is sick, 
recovering or recently deceased, please contact us so that we may 
pray for them. Your help is needed to manage this list (Editor:  
aitcheson@hotmail.com.) 

 
 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
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Family Activities  
Sylvester Ikpi, PGK,PFN 

 

 
The family activity for the month was our annual Christmas Party. 
The event was attended by members, wives and family members. 
We were pleased to have in attendance the widows of some of our 
former members. We had our annual gift raffle and collected gifts to 
be donated to the local pregnancy center. 
We thank all those who made an effort to attend to share this 
opportunity of fellowship and fraternity.  

 
 

Faith Activity                                                                           
SK Francisco C.  King 

We commemorate in the following feasts, saints and holy days 
during this month of January: Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of 
God (1) (HDO), Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen (2), Most 
Holy Name of Jesus (3), Elizabeth Ann Seton (4), Epiphany (5),  
The Baptism of the Lord (12), Anthony (Abbott) (17), Fabian & 
Sebastian (20), Agnes (21), Day of Prayer for Unborn (22), Vincent 
(23), Francis de Sales (24) , Conversion of Paul , Apostle (25), 
Thomas Aquinas (28), John Bosco (31). 
 

 

                               Fraternal Benefits Corner 

Stephen Clites 
stephen.clites@kofc.org  

240-375-1372 

 
Please contact the benefits agent to discuss your needs. The consultation 
is free.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      2019-2020 Officers 

Chaplain 
Reverend Jack Kennealy 
301-459-4815 
jkennealy23@gmail.com 
Associate Chaplain 
Reverend Milton E. Jordan 
milt.jordan@gmail.com 
301-957-0128 
Assistant to the Chaplain 
Deacon Alton Davis 
adavis804@aol.com 
240-691-9462 
Grand Knight 
Charles Briscoe 
240-701-8093 
charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Emmanuel Thad Ereme 
thad.ereme@gmail.com 
301-549-8452 
Chancellor 
Cosmas Nwokeafor 
cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu 
301-627-0965 
Warden 
Henry Mbah 
845-234-0839 
HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM 
Recorder 
Jose Barahona 
jbarahona@fm.umd.edu 
301-577-2620 
Treasurer                        
Joseph Corson, FDD, PGK 
JosCorson@aol.com                                                           
301-262-3002                      
Advocate 
Robert Worthington, FDD, PFN, PGK 
bobworth@hotmail.com 
301-908-9972 
Guard Inside 
Martin Kwapinski 
Festus Sowho 
Guard Outside  
Joe Obiwuru 
Trustees  
Emmanuel Ajayi, PGK (1Yr) 
sonyajayi@yahoo.com 
202-413-1066 
Aneurin M’Carthy, PGK (2 Yr) 
amacarthee@gmail.com 
240-602-5573 
Ferdinand Ibebuchi (3Yr) 
ibebuchi@aol.com 
301-802-3075 
Financial Secretary 
Donahue Aitcheson, PGK 
240-481-0622 
aitcheson@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:stephen.clites@kofc.org
mailto:jkennealy23@gmail.com
mailto:milt.jordan@gmail.com
mailto:adavis804@aol.com
mailto:charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com
mailto:thad.ereme@gmail.com
mailto:cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu
mailto:HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM
mailto:jbarahona@fm.umd.edu
mailto:JosCorson@aol.com
mailto:bobworth@hotmail.com
mailto:amacarthee@gmail.com
mailto:ibebuchi@aol.com
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Community Activity 
SK Festus E. Sowho 

 
Our Council’s “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster 
contest received minimal interest from participants. 
We will acknowledge participants in the next issue 
of the newsletter. 

FedEx season is over. We will report 
scholarships next month. Thank you to all the 
school volunteers and brother knights who 
participated in this very important activity. We 
anticipate our largest scholarship payout in 
the history of the council. We look forward to 
Increased participation next year as well  as 
improved performance on the field for the 
home team with new leadership.   

 
 

Prayer to Mother Seton 

Lord God,  
You blessed Elizabeth Seton with gifts of 

grace 
As wife and mother, educator and 

foundress,  
So that she might spend her life in service 

to your people. 
Through her example and prayers 

May we learn to express our love for you 
In love for our fellow men and women. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son,  

Who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Life Activity 
SK Joseph N. Ngu 

National March for Life 

Washington, DC 

Friday, January 24, 2020 

 
     Defend Life  from conception to natural death 

              Support the Ultrasound Program            

 Membership Corner    
Membership Director               

Sylvester Ikpi, PGK, PFN                                        
301-613-8762 or sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com 

 “Make It Personal and Ask”
 

Membership Checker:  

2019-20 GOAL: 16 

NEW: 5    LOSS: 0 

NET: 11 

 

 

Set a personal goal to recruit 1 
new member this year. 

Congratulations to our newest 
member,  Kenneth Uwajeh . 

Our newest Honorary Life Member 
(HLM) is William J Wolf Jr.     

William completed 50 years as a 
member in October 2019. 

 

           

mailto:sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com
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Catholic Corner 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for January 2020 

 
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network invites all to join in the Holy 

Father’s January 2020 prayer intention:                                    

Promotion of World Peace 
We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people 

of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world. 

It has become the custom of Pope Francis to release a video message 

detailing his prayer intention for each month. 

The full text of his intention is below: 

In a divided and fragmented world, I want to invite all believers, and also 

all people of good will, to reconciliation and fraternity. 

Our faith leads us to spread the values of peace and mutual understanding, 

of the common good. 

We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people of 

goodwill may promote together peace and justice in the world. 
Thank you. 

Daily Offering Prayer                                                                                                                  

God, our Father, I offer You my day. I offer You my prayers, thoughts, words, actions, 

joys, and sufferings in union with the Heart of Jesus, who continues to offer Himself in the 

Eucharist for the salvation of the world. May the Holy Spirit, Who guided Jesus, be my 

guide and my strength today so that I may witness to your love. With Mary, the mother of 

our Lord and the Church, I pray for all Apostles of Prayer and for the prayer intentions 

proposed by the Holy Father this month. Amen.

 

                       Editor’s Pen          
If there is a special request for a copy of the Seton noteS by mail, let us know. Please send 
all newsletter related issues to Don Aitcheson at aitcheson@hotmail.com (240-481-0622).  
 The deadline for article submission is the 20th of each month. The email edition will be 
sent on or about the 1st of each month.  Please feel free to give us feedback. Copies are 
available in the pamphlet rack at St. Matthias.  
back of Saint Matthias Church and on the website at www.stmatthias.org                 

. 

https://www.popesprayer.net/universal-prayer-intention-for-artists/
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
http://www.stmatthias.org/
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Supreme Council News 

Supreme Chaplain’s Challenge: January                     
Those who come great distances to find something often draw our attention to 
the blessings we enjoy. 

 

And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and 

stopped over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, 

and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated 

themselves and did him homage. (Gospel for Jan. 5, Mt 2:9-12) 

Whenever I meet a refugee, immigrant or traveler, I am reminded of things I take for 

granted. Those who come great distances to find something often draw our attention to 

the blessings we enjoy. Most of us are fortunate to have Jesus nearby, truly present in 

the tabernacle of our local church, but we take his close presence for granted all too 

easily. The Wise Men embarked on a difficult journey to encounter Jesus, but a five-

minute drive can seem too far for us. May our daily familiarity with Jesus never result in 

indifference. May we instead, like the Wise Men, enter the Lordís house to do him 

homage.                                                                                                               

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:                               

This month, I challenge you to take to heart the example of the Wise Men and go out of 

your way occasionally to visit the Blessed Sacrament in a local church. Second, I 

challenge you to participate in the Faith in Action March for Life or Novena for Life 

programs or to personally support a local pro-life initiative.                                

Questions for Reflection:                                                                                         

What daily opportunities do you have to encounter Christ? Because gratitude counters 

our tendency to take things for granted, how can you demonstrate daily gratitude in your 

life? Why is it important to visit Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, and have you benefited 

from this experience?                                                Reprinted from www.kofc.org....1/2/2020 

http://www.kofc.org....1/2/2020
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                 State Deputy                                                                                  
            Dale W. Trott  
 

Come to the 2020 National March for Life 
These People Are Counting On You! 

March with the Maryland Knights of Columbus at the 2020 National March for Life 

• Friday, January 24, 2020, Washington, DC. 

• Meet on the National Mall at 14th Street N.W. (at Madison Drive), between 10:15 and 10:45 AM. (Nearest Metro 

station:  either SMITHSONIAN or FEDERAL TRIANGLE) 

• Look for the BIG BLUE Maryland KofC FLUTTER FLAG. 

• At 10:45, we will move as a group to the staging area to watch the program. 

 

“Society as a whole must respect, defend and promote the dignity of every human person, at every moment and in 

every condition of that person's life.”     --John Paul II, Evangelium Vita 

 

High School Scholarship Programs 

Application period is from October 1, 2019 to February 1, 2020. All applications must 
be received in their entirety by the Scholarship Committee no later than February 1, 

2020. Scholarship information and application information is included below 

(preferred) or write to: Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Scholarship 
Committee PO Box 165 Westminster, MD. 21158   

 
The Frederick M. Gossman Memorial High School Scholarship 

Designed to assist members of the Knights of Columbus holding membership in 

councils within the jurisdiction of Maryland in paying tuition for their sons and 
daughters at accredited Catholic High Schools, three (3) grants of $1,500.00 per year 

for up to four years, and one (1) additional grant of $1,500.00 per year for up to four 

years funded by the Maryland Knights of Columbus Insurance Advisors, will be 
awarded.  Awards will be made on the basis of academic excellence, personal 

qualifications, and financial need.  Continued support after the first year is contingent 
on continued academic success.  The children of deceased members are also eligible,  

 

The William J. O’Brien Jr., Memorial Catholic High School Scholarship 
Three (3) grants of $1,500.00 per year for up to four years will be 

awarded.  Eligibility for a grant under this program is open to Catholic students who 

are residents of the State of Maryland.  Affiliation with the Knights of Columbus is 
not required.  Funds are applicable to tuition only. 
 

                                                          For more details, go to www.kofc-md.org 

Maryland State Council News 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kofc-md.org/
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Fourth Degree Report 

Bishop James E.  Walsh Assembly No. 1548 
Meets on the 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm at Saint Pius X Council, Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road; 

Forestville, MD 20747-1747 (301) 735-8855. 
Next scheduled meeting is January 13 @ 7PM 

  

 
ADW Website (www.awddistrict.org) 

 

Official Flag Days in the USA 
January  

1 – New Year Day   
                                   20 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

                                                            
 

 

Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights 
Maryland State Council 

Celebrating its 57th Year 
Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

   

January  15, 2020 

 

February 19, 2020 

                                             

March 20, 2020 

 Fr. Rosensteel  Council #2169                         

9707 Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring , MD 20910 

                                                                                    

Maurice J. McDonough Council #12128               

St. Joseph Church Parish Center                   

4590 St. Joseph’s Way, Pomfret, MD 20675 

          Sacred Heart Council #2577                                                                             

Ladies Night  - 7PM 

 Come hear about all the exciting events and activities that are planned for the year.  
The Chapter encourages not only Grand Knights to attend, but also Deputy Grand Knights and Council Program 
Directors. The Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month except for December.  The location varies. 
                                               https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103
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             Birthdays for January 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council 
   
  1       James Kalshoven PGK  
           Olin Malone, III 
  2       Richard Atemnkeng 
           Sakwe Macdonald Bongo 
           Edwin Williams 
  5       Jamil Abunassar 
           Joseph Ngu 
  6       Sylvester Ndi 
  8       John Murray, Jr.  
  9       Innocent Nwadije 
           John Urban 
11       Robert Rau 
13       Augustine Chijioke 
17       Reverend Blaise Attachie 
25       Chukwuemeka Ihenachor 
 
 

        
 

 

Ladies Auxiliary 
                 

            
          3       Juanita Pielmeier McGinn 
        17       Gailian “Gay” Magruder 

 

       

 

 HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY!!! 

 
 

B
i
r
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                                        Happy  New Year !!! 
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Upcoming Council Events Calendar 
 

January 1         Solemnity of the Mary, Holy Mother of God (HDO) – Happy New Year 

January 4         Feast of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (Patronal Saint) – Mass @ 830AM 

January 7         Council Meeting – Business – 8PM  

January 8         Founder’s Day – Mother Seton Council -57th Anniversary. 

January 21       Council Meeting – Social -8PM 

February 7       Council Meeting – Business – 8PM       

      

Council meetings are held 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month unless otherwise posted. 
 

Council meetings are currently held in the Father Hughes Center.  

Note:  Dress code for meetings in effect.  Jacket & Tie required. 

 

  

 


