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Chaplain’s Corner 
by Deacon Alton Davis (Assistant to the Chaplain) 

To holiness through persistence 

The telemarketers keep calling despite local and national laws, do not call lists, and the continual abuse 
of phone operators by angry would-be customers, those calls come every day, starting earlier and going 
later at night every season. And so, does the “spam” of email or messaging. Add to that pop-up ads on 
the internet, billboards on the road, TV commercials, and the abundance of promotional mail in our 
mailboxes, and one thing is apparent: When it comes to making money, the business crowd never 
sleeps. Scammers have collected over 145 million dollars in scams through some of these various 
schemes over the last year or more, mostly from the elderly.                                                                
Once upon a time, sin was original. In time, however, it became unoriginal and finally slowly predictable.  
When it came time to register the first divine bans regarding sin, God was able to boil it down to 10 
categories (or commandments). The mud of ages of offense (sins) was easily covered with less than a 
dozen Thou Shalt Nots! Human selfishness had become channeled into the spiritual equivalent of 
repetitive motion injuries. The more common sin became, the less creativity it demonstrated. False gods, 
restless ambition, lusting, lying, cheating, stealing, and killing—this comprised the standard of 
wrongdoing. Like a virus with no known cure, sin had no need to produce many different strains. We just 
keep doing those same things over and over again.                                                                             
Even today, we speak of seven deadly sins, narrowing the field to pride, anger, greed, envy, lust, 
gluttony, and sloth.                                                                                                                            
Technically, these seven conditions are not sinning in themselves but are the ways of leaning toward 
sinful acts.                                                                                                                                             
When we encourage or support these conditions, we are well on our way to Sodom and Gomorrah, 
where sin was so grave and persistent that even the Infinite (God almighty) ran out of patience with the 
track record of those cities.                                                                                                               
Scholars would like it to be known that Abraham does not support or promote for those cities as is 
traditionally supposed. He simply explores the boundaries of divine justice by asking ever-narrowed 
questions about how far human sinfulness must go to reach the end of God’s compassion. At what 
precise point are the innocent drawn in by mere closeness to the wrongdoing, and becoming collateral 
damage in the holocaust of God’s outrage?                                                                                            
Just as the relentless sin of the desert cities cried to heaven for vengeance, so does Abraham’s 
persistent questioning lead to wisdom regarding the mercy of God. The Holy would most certainly spare 
a whole city for the sake of 10 good people. Too bad for Sodom that not even 10 can be found there.
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Grand Knight Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles I. Briscoe 
240-701-8093; charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 

As we close out the second month of the fraternal year, I would like to capsulate an overview of the 
Council’s accomplishments to date.  Several of our brother knights donated 120+ hours of their 
personal time to serve as volunteers at he the Rolling Stones Concert, the Real Madrid Soccer game 
and two Redskin pre-season games. We installed five new 1st Degree Knights, three of which joined 
our Council; - Awarded scholarships to several students who attend St. Matthias Academy and to our 
sponsored seminarians; - Members of our color corps team performed honor guard services at two 
separate New Priest Installation Masses in July and for the installation of news officer ceremonies for 
Fr. Kidd Council and James C. Fletcher  Jr, Council at St. Joseph Church in, Largo, Md; -. Recent 
recipient of the Columbian Award for the 2018-2019 fraternal year by Supreme and, winner of the 
Family of the month Program award for July 2019 by the Supreme Fraternal Mission Department; - Six 
of our Program Directors and council officers completed the KofC Youth Protection online Training; 
Successfully completed and submitted our Council’s semi-annual audit to Supreme. 
 
Congratulations to Sir Knight Michael W. Thumm, our Master of the Archdioceses of Washington 
District, for his recent appointment by Supreme to the position of, Vice Supreme Master of the Calvert 
Province.  Congratulations are also extended to our District Marshall, Sir Knight Joseph Feakes, for 
being appointed to serve as Master of the Archdioceses of the WD for the remainder of the 2019-2020 
term. 
 
Looking forward, we need to concentrate on the following: - Continue to grow our Council’s 
membership; - identify more 3rd Degree members for advancement to the 4th Degree in October 2019 
and April 2020; - Prepare for our Council’s youth soccer shootout competition within the next 30 days; 
- Provide Knights to serve as ushers at the Annual Pilgrimage for the Sea Service in Emmitsburg, Md 
on October 6th; - Identify Council members to serve as volunteers during the upcoming St. Matthias 
the Apostle Annual Multicultural Festival on October 19th, 2019; - Completion and submitting of the 
Council’s Faith In Action quarterly report to Supreme no later than September 10th, - Prepare for the 
Living Rosary Program in October. – Kick off the annual “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest with 
the school and parish youth for judging in December 2019; - Continue our volunteer program at FedEx 
Field for the upcoming Redskin home games, and for other forthcoming unscheduled events and 
activities. 
 
We have 3rd Degree Knights who will be installed as Sir Knights at the 4th Degree Installation scheduled 
to be held at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Bailey Hall, 2800 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, 
Washington, D.C. 20020 at 11:00am on October 19th; - Bishop James E. Walsh Assembly will be 
hosting our annual Nuns and Priest Dinner at 6:00pm on Thursday, October 24th at St. Pius X Council, 
Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road, Forestville, Maryland 20747. 
  
In closing, I wish to point out that this is an excellent opportunity for our Council to fully embrace and 
support our Faith in Action Program and continue to serve Christ by serving others within our 
community, our parish and most importantly, within our own families.                                 Vivat Jesus. 
 

mailto:charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com
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Catholic Corner 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for September 2019 

                                                          
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network invites all to join in the Holy 

Father’s September 2019 prayer intention:   " The Protection of the Oceans 
That politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world's 
seas and oceans” 

Daily Offering Prayer : God, our Father, I offer You my day. I offer You my prayers, 

thoughts, words, actions, joys, and sufferings in union with the Heart of Jesus, who continues to 

offer Himself in the Eucharist for the salvation of the world. May the Holy Spirit, Who guided 

Jesus, be my guide and my strength today so that I may witness to your love. With Mary, the 

mother of our Lord and the Church, I pray for all Apostles of Prayer and for the prayer 

intentions proposed by the Holy Father this month. Amen.

 

Obituary 
 

 
 

Monsignor Joseph Ayeah -  Died August 29, 2019 
Megnuo Rose Cecile  - ( Sister of SK Jean-Marie Tcheffo)  Died August 6, 2019. 
Claire G. Zimmer – (Past President of Ladies Aux 1978-79) Died August 20, 2019 
                        
 Our deepest  sympathy and condolences to  the families of the deceased. 

https://www.popesprayer.net/universal-prayer-intention-for-artists/
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Family Activities  

SK Martin Kwapinski 
 

Family of the Month 
 Our family of the month for July 2019 is the family of Ferdinand 
and Magdalene Ibebuchi. Ferdinand  is our immediate Past Grand 
Knight (IPGK) and our current 3-year Trustee. Magdalene  is active 
in Saint Matthias Church ministry and currently  serves as a 
Eucharistic Minister of Holy Communion and a Lector. The Ibebuchi 
has 5 adult children. The Knights of Columbus, Mother Seton 
Council #5381 and Saint Matthias Apostle parish greatly appreciate 
your service. Thank you for all you do.  

Faith Activity 

                               SK Francisco C.  King 
 

We commemorate in the following feasts, 
saints and holy days during this month of 
September: Gregory the Great (3), Peter 
Claver (9), John Chrysostom(13), Exaltation of 
the Cross(14), Ss Cornelius & Cyprian(16), Ss 
Andrew Kim, Paul Chong & martyrs(20), 
Matthew(21), Pius(23), Ss Cosmas & Damian 
(26), Vincent de Paul (27) , Jerome (30) 

 

                               Fraternal Benefits Corner 

Stephen Clites 
stephen.clites@kofc.org  

240-375-1372 

 
Please contact the benefits agent to discuss your needs. The consultation 
is free.  
 
 
 
 

      2019-2020 Officers 

Chaplain 
Reverend Jack Kennealy 
301-459-4815 
jkennealy23@gmail.com 
Associate Chaplain 
Reverend Milton E. Jordan 
milt.jordan@gmail.com 
301-957-0128 
Assistant to the Chaplain 
Deacon Alton Davis 
adavis804@aol.com 
240-691-9462 
Grand Knight 
Charles Briscoe 
240-701-8093 
charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Emmanuel Thad Ereme 
thad.ereme@gmail.com 
301-549-8452 
Chancellor 
Cosmas Nwokeafor 
cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu 
301-627-0965 
Warden 
Henry Mbah 
845-234-0839 
HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM 
Recorder 
Jose Barahona 
jbarahona@fm.umd.edu 
301-577-2620 
Treasurer                        
Joseph Corson, FDD, PGK 
JosCorson@aol.com                                                           
301-262-3002                      
Advocate 
Robert Worthington, FDD, PFN, PGK 
bobworth@hotmail.com 
301-908-9972 
Guard Inside 
Martin Kwapinski 
Festus Sowho 
Guard Outside  
Joe Obiwuru 
Trustees  
Emmanuel Ajayi, PGK (1Yr) 
sonyajayi@yahoo.com 
202-413-1066 
Aneurin M’Carthy, PGK (2 Yr) 
amacarthee@gmail.com 
240-602-5573 
Ferdinand Ibebuchi (3Yr) 
ibebuchi@aol.com 
301-802-3075 
Financial Secretary 
Donahue Aitcheson, PGK 
240-481-0622 
aitcheson@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:stephen.clites@kofc.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=r7C2viDeM_0LLM&tbnid=TiDRKM5QVRwFRM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://mdy.schools.smcdsb.on.ca/our_faith/st__kateri_tekakwitha&ei=Asu0U-u7CuWq8QG0p4HwDg&psig=AFQjCNGgkY9gsZzuWqmTXDaQKQd6J8E2Ew&ust=1404443778208321
mailto:jkennealy23@gmail.com
mailto:milt.jordan@gmail.com
mailto:adavis804@aol.com
mailto:charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com
mailto:thad.ereme@gmail.com
mailto:cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu
mailto:HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM
mailto:jbarahona@fm.umd.edu
mailto:JosCorson@aol.com
mailto:bobworth@hotmail.com
mailto:amacarthee@gmail.com
mailto:ibebuchi@aol.com
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Community Activity 
SK Festus E. Sowho 

 
Our FedEx activity continues to be well 
attended by our participating school 
parents. We  still need more brother 
knights, family members and well-
wishers to participate with us in this 
worthy fundraising cause. 
The regular NFL football season opens 
in  September with the first home game 
on Sunday, September 15 vs Dallas. 
 
Our Annual Youth Soccer Shootout will 
be held on Saturday, September 28th at 
9AM at the Saint Matthias Soccer 
Field. 
 
Information will be distributed regarding 
our “Keep Christ In Christmas” Poster 
competition. Judging will be in early 
December.  

 

Prayer to Mother Seton 

Lord God,  
You blessed Elizabeth Seton with gifts of 

grace 
As wife and mother, educator and 

foundress,  
So that she might spend her life in service 

to your people. 
Through her example and prayers 

May we learn to express our love for you 
In love for our fellow men and women. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son,  

Who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.     

                             Life Activity 
 

     Defend Life  from conception to natural death 

              Support the Ultrasound Program              

 
Sept 25 - Nov 3 

 https://40daysforlife.com  

 
 

 Membership Corner 
Membership Director 

 Sylvester Ikpi, PGK, PFN 
301-613-8762 or sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com 

 “Make It Personal and Ask”
 

Membership Checker:  

2019-20 GOAL: 16 

NEW: 2    LOSS: 0 

NET: 14 

0  New Applications pending approval 

 

 

Set a personal goal to recruit 1 
new member this year. 

FEDEX FIELD 2019 SEASON 

SCHEDULE 
Sunday, September 15     vs. Dallas Cowboys                                                            

Monday, September 23   vs. Chicago Bears                                                             

8:15PM 

Sunday, October 6         vs. New England Patriots                                                 

Sunday, October 20      vs. San Francisco 49ers                                                     

Sunday, November 17   vs. New York Jets                                                              

Sunday, November 24   vs.  Detroit Lions                                                           

Sunday, December 15      vs. Philadelphia Eagles                                                 

Sunday, December 22      vs. New York Giants                                                         

All games start at 1PM unless 
otherwise noted.             

https://40daysforlife.com/
mailto:sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com
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Father of goodness and love; hear our prayers for the sick members of our 
community and for all who are in need. Amid mental and physical suffering, 
may they find consolation in your healing presence. Show your mercy as you 
close wounds, cure illness, make broken bodies whole and free downcast 
spirits. May these special people find lasting health and deliverance, and so 
join us in thanking you for all your gifts. We ask this through the Lord Jesus 
who healed those who believed. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                

                     Sick and Recovering 
 
 

       Brothers                                              Relatives/Friends                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Melba Adams 
Rose Chisefasky 
Ann Degraff 
Helen Dziduch 
Anne Keightley-Florimbio 
Lady Gwen King 
Nancy Matais 
Susan Oak 
  
 

 
                    

 
  

 
 

Christopher Agboli, PGK 
Kevin Butler, PGK 
Nicholas Kniska, HLM 
Pablo Rocha 
John Matais                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                 
 
        

 
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, 
may your healing hand rest upon me, 
may your life-giving powers flow into every cell of my body 
and into the depths of my soul, 
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness 
and strength for service in your Kingdom. Amen 
                                 
 If you know a Brother Knight or a family   member who is sick, 
recovering or recently deceased, please contact us so that we may 
pray for them. Your help is needed to manage this list (Editor:  
aitcheson@hotmail.com.) 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
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Supreme Council News 
SUPREME KNIGHT DELIVERS ANNUAL REPORT 

CARL ANDERSON, CEO AND SUPREME KNIGHT OF THE KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS, ANNOUNCES NEW INITIATIVES AND SHOWCASES 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PAST FRATERNAL YEAR 

 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Supreme Knight Carl Anderson spoke to fellow members of 
the Knights of Columbus at the Order’s 137th Supreme Convention. In his speech 
during the business session, Supreme Knight Anderson highlighted the achievements 
from the past fraternal year and announced new initiatives for the Order. 

The theme of his speech was “Knights of Unity.” 

KNIGHTS OF UNITY 
“Through our unity, we will continue to rise in charity and fraternity. And as we extend 
the hand of brotherhood, we will continue to transform the world around us — a world 
that needs more, not less, of the truth and witness that define all those who call 
themselves Knights of Columbus.” 

HONORING NATIVE AMERICAN AND FIRST NATION COMMUNITIES 
“In the United States, as well as in Canada, there are communities that too often are 
ignored. That is why we are launching a new initiative focused on Native Americans in 
the United States and First Nations people in Canada.” 

The initiative will include: 

• A partnership between the Knights, the Diocese of Gallup, and the Southwest Indian 
Foundation to build a new shrine to St. Kateri Tekakwitha. 

• Work with the Black and Indian Mission Office. 
• Encouraging local councils to become more engaged with Catholics living on 

reservations and tribal lands. 

BORDER REFUGEE SUPPORT 
“We are prepared to commit at least $250,000 immediately in humanitarian aid for 
refugees to the southern border. We are prepared to expand it, with additional 
resources, to help those in refugee camps in every border state — including Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona and California. ” 

“Let me be clear: This is not a political statement. This is a statement of principle. This is 
about helping people who need our help right now. It is a natural and necessary 
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extension of our support for refugees across the world. It shows our nation and the 
world that where there is a need, there is a Knight to answer it. And on our southern 
border, the Knights of Columbus will be there.” 

CULTURE OF LIFE 
“The Knights of Columbus, through countless acts of charity, affirms the dignity of every 
person, from conception to natural death. This service is fundamental to our principle of 
unity. And nowhere is our commitment more obvious — and today more important — 
than in our stand for the sanctity of unborn life.” 

“My brother Knights, the day is coming when Roe v. Wade will be overturned. The day 
is coming when we will march down Pennsylvania Avenue to the steps of the Supreme 
Court, not in protest, but in celebration. That day is coming when America will once 
again embrace life.” 

• Knights completed 10-year goal of placing 1,000 ultrasound machines. 
• 8 in 10 Americans say abortion should be limited — at most — to the first three months 

of pregnancy. That includes 65% who describe themselves as “pro-choice.” 

KNIGHTS DONATE $2.7 MILLION IN DISASTER RELIEF 
“Knights don’t just step up in ordinary times. Our courage comes to the fore in 
extraordinary moments — especially in times of trial. … It is a powerful reminder that 
when disaster strikes, the Knights of Columbus strike back with service.” 

  

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
“We must always remember the tremendous efforts and courage required to overcome 
the bigoted contention that Catholic faith made a citizen “unfit” for public office. … In 
other words, Catholics need not apply.” 

“If we cannot participate in public life because of our core beliefs, then surely it will be 
our nation that is the loser.” 

KNIGHTS OFFERS NEW CHARITABLE GIVING VEHICLE 
“This program sponsors donor-advised funds designed to help Catholic institutions, 
members of our Order, and other Catholics more effectively direct their charitable 
giving.” 

“The Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund can only be used to benefit groups and 
causes that are in line with Catholic values.” 

ASSET ADVISORS 
“Asset Advisors has grown to more than $750 million in assets under management. 
Asset Advisors now is used by dozens of dioceses, religious orders and state and local 
councils.” 

Reprinted from www.kofc.org – 8/6/2019  

 
 

 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news/releases/1000-ultrasound-machine-dedicated.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news/polls/dramatic-shift-to-life.html
http://www.kofc.org/
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                 State Deputy                                                                                  
            Dale W. Trott  
 

 

 

Incentive Car Raffle 
PRIZES AND DRAWING 
Three winning tickets will be drawn at the Columbus Day Ball on October 12, 2019 at the BWI Marriott 

in Linthicum, MD. Grand Prize is a 2020 Ford Mustang or $18,000 cash. Second Prize is an iPad and 

Third Prize is a $200 Gift Card. 

 Tickets are on sale now!!! 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Maryland State Council’s 

Annual Columbus Day Ball 

"Maryland State Council’s Premier Social Event of the Year” 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 @ 7:30PM 

BWI Marriott  
 

For more details, go to www.kofc-md.org 
 

Maryland State Council News 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kofc-md.org/
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Fourth Degree Report 

Bishop James E.  Walsh Assembly No. 1548 
Meets on the 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm at Saint Pius X Council, Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road; 

Forestville, MD 20747-1747 (301) 735-8855. 
Next scheduled meeting is September 9th @ 7PM 

  

 
ADW Website (www.awddistrict.org) 

 

Official Flag Days in the USA 
September 
2 – Labor Day 

                                       11 – Patriot Day 

                   17 – Constitution Day 

                                      21 – POW/MIA Recognition Day 

                                           30 – Gold Star Mother’s Day (Army)                                        

                    
 

 

Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights 
Maryland State Council 

Celebrating its 57th Year 
Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

                 

  September 18, 2019               

                       

Dr. Henry Griffin Council # 2293 @ Our Lady 
of Help Church. 100 Village St, Waldorf ,MD 
20602 

                             

  Chapter Meeting  

    
 Come hear about all the exciting events and activities that are planned for the year.  
The Chapter encourages not only Grand Knights to attend, but also Deputy Grand Knights and Council Program 
Directors. The Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month except for December.  The location varies. 
                                               https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103
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             Birthdays for September 

 
 

Editor’s Pen          

If there is a special request for a copy of the Seton noteS by mail, let us 

know. Please send all newsletter related issues to Don Aitcheson at 

aitcheson@hotmail.com (240-481-0622).  

 The deadline for article submission is the 20
th

 of each month. The 

email edition will be sent on or about the 1
st

 of each month.  Please 

feel free to give us feedback. Copies are available in the pamphlet rack 

at St. Matthias.  

back of Saint Matthias Church and on the website at 

www.stmatthias.org.  

Council 
   
    
       2    Innocent Abaso 
             Emmanuel Ajayi, PGK 
             Bosco Rebello 
      5      Ronald Taylor 
    12      Jomo Haldane 
              Larry Martin II 
    13      Bernard Carrick  
              Robert Worthington 
   15       Crepin A Mahop    
   22       John Connor 
   23       Ugochukwu Madagu 
   24      Theophine Nwosu 
   26       Cosmas Nwokeafor 
   27      Justin Orathokai 
              Festus Sowho 
   28       Ronald Murphy 
   30       Uchena Oneywu. 
              Alfred Weaver Sr. 

 
        
 

 

Ladies Auxiliary 
                 
             
     1      Ann DeGraff 
   13      Phyllis Sczuka 

 
 

               

 

 HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY!!! 

 
 

B
i
r
t
h
d
a
y
s 

mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
http://www.stmatthias.org/


Seton noteS 
 

12 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     
 

  

Seton noteS 

Knights of Columbus 

Mother Seton Council #5381 

9475 Annapolis Road 

Lanham, MD 20706-3020 

 

 

 

Upcoming Council Events Calendar 
 

September 2     Labor Day 

September 3     Council Business Meeting – 8PM 

September 17   Council Social Meeting – 8PM 

September 28   Annual Soccer Shootout – 9AM 

October 1          Council Business Meeting – 8PM 

October 6          Annual Pilgrimage and Seas Services Mass @ Seton Shrine,   

                          Emmitsburg – 2PM  

October 12        Annual Columbus Day Ball – BWI Marriott 

October 15        Living Rosary – Saint Matthias Church – 7PM 

Council meetings are held 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month unless otherwise posted. 
 

Council meetings are currently held in the Father Hughes Center.  

Note:  Relaxed dress code for meetings in effect until October.  

 

  

 


