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Mark Your Calendar

Sunday, January 30
Wear uniform to church

Monday, January 31
Scantron Reading

Gr. 5-6 – 9:00 am
Gr. 7-8 – 12:30 pm

Tuesday, February 1
Covid Screening
Scantron Reading

Gr. 3-4 – 10:00 am
Gr. 2    – 12:30 pm

Wednesday, February 2 
Scantron Reading

Gr. 1    – 8:20 am & 12:30 pm

Catholic Schools Week Begins
On Sunday, January 30 the national, week-long celebration of Catholic education begins.  Students
are encouraged to attend church services in their school uniform.  (Please no PE uniforms).  Students
who attend churches other than St. Matthias are encouraged to take a selfie with their priests/minis-
ters.  At St. Matthias children will be taking up the gifts and distributing thank you cards which they
have written to the parishioners who support our school spiritually and financially.  Our CSW celebra-
tion will be a bit scaled back this year due to our efforts to keep the student groups from intermin-
gling with one another indoors. For example, mixed middle school grade advisories were replaced
with same grade advisories. The pre-school and kindergarten children will not be coming to mass to
allow more space in the church for the rest of the students.  That said, the plans for the week are:

Monday – We Celebrate Our Community
• Hats off to Catholic Schools – children are encouraged to wear their favorite or funny hat.
• The teachers will be teaching about the importance of service. Students will make service plans.

Tuesday – We Celebrate Our Families and Family Volunteer Involvement
• Look for treats in the carline and a special announcement.

Wednesday – We Celebrate Our Nation and Heritage
• Students and staff wear red, white, and blue or clothing that represents their heritage.

Thursday – We Celebrate Our Students
• Student free dress, No homework or tests
• Free pizza and chips at lunch
• Fun classroom activities after lunch

Friday – We Celebrate Our Teachers
• Breakfast for teachers
• Everyone wears school spirit wear
• School Mass

Thursday, February 3
Student Appreciation Day
Scantron Reading

Gr. Kinder  – 9:00 am 
Altar Server Training 10:00 - 11:00pm,
Free Pizza Lunch
Afternoon of Fun

Friday, February 4
Teacher Appreciation Day
Noon Dismissal
Scantron Reading

Gr. Kinder
School Mass/Altar Server Investiture 
and Honor Roll 10:15 am



Raffle Drawing Begins
The first drawing for the $500 prize will take place on February 1. Please send your ticket stubs and
money to the office on Monday, if you have not already done so.  Families who return their 35 tickets
and proceeds by February 1 will receive one service hour. The winner will be announced in the parish
bulletin and in Bridges.  Your support of this significant fundraiser is greatly appreciated.  

Covid Screening 
Thanks to the many parents who have given the school permission to have their child screened for
covid.  The results this week were very encouraging. Of all students and staff tested, there is only one
positive case, which was in the second grade.  Because all children in that class were tested, we were
confident that children who were fully vaccinated could be in school. The unvaccinated second
graders with negative test results are returning on Monday.   All families are encouraged to get eligible
children vaccinated as soon as possible.  Please see the attached letter from Secretary for Education,
Kelly Branaman on this subject. It is also extremely important that parents upload their children’s vac-
cine card into TADS once they are fully vaccinated for covid-19.  The next covid screening will take
place this Tuesday, January 31.  If you have not already given your child permission to be tested, but
would like to please call the office to sign up.

Academic Growth 
The students received their report cards on Friday. Parents are urged to support their children’s academic
growth by reviewing the report cards together and developing goals for growth for the third quarter.  Par-
ents can support their children’s academic achievement by reading to them, encouraging a culture of
reading in the home, practicing math facts, encouraging the use of IXL for both math and reading, and
engaging the children in conversation.  Parents can also teach their children to have a growth mindset,
believing that they can accomplish anything they set their mind to. Of course, a specific and realistic plan
to accomplish goals is critical.  Many children are not fully growing due to absence, and tardiness. Children
who arrive late are missing instruction in the classroom, which begins at 8:15.  Others are not completing as-
signments in class or their homework.  Nightly reading and studying are part of daily homework.  If you have
questions about your child’s growth and performance, do not hesitate to contact the teachers. 

Scantron Testing Begins
This week the students in grades K-8 will take the mid-year archdiocesan wide assessments in reading.
The math tests will take place the following week.  These tests are used to track each student’s growth
and progress. Although the results of the tests are not factored into the students’ grades and report
cards, they are a very important measure of their academic growth and achievement.  It is very impor-
tant that every child is rested and nourished for their testing day.  It is also critical that every child takes
the testing seriously, and does his or her best work.  The results of the mid-year tests will be shared with
parents.  Teachers review them carefully to plan instruction for the remainder of the year, as well as in-
terventions for those who are not meeting their growth target.  It is also important to note that at the
end of the academic year the school-wide aggregate scores are reviewed and published. Schools
whose grade 3-8 scores are in the top 15% are eligible to apply for the national Blue Ribbon School
award.  This is one of the goals in our strategic plan.  Parental support and encouragement is a key fac-
tor in meeting this goal.  Thank you for your efforts to help your child be ready for testing this week.

Time to Re-enroll!
Thank you to the families whose children are enrolled for the coming school year. Due to the early dis-
missal on Friday, dress passes were not awarded to those who enrolled this week.  They will be given out
on Monday. The non-refundable enrollment fee is $200 per family. The Home and School Association
dues of $25 per family is being collected at this time as well. The deadline for re-enrollment is March 1. 

Parent Volunteers Needed 
The students look forward to the monthly Chick-fil A lunches.  However, to continue with this special
treat at least two parent volunteers are needed to distribute the food.  These volunteers would need to
work from 11-1 once per month on the day of their choice.  Parents are also needed to help with the
pizza lunch this Thursday.  Please call the school office if you can fulfil your service hours this way.  


