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The Academy of Saint Matthias The Apostle 

Scantron Testing Continues 

This week students in grades K-8 will take the mid-year Scantron test.  Once the testing is complete par-

ents and guardians will receive their children’s results. It is important to note that the teachers will be re-

viewing the data to plan instruction for the remainder of the year.  Our goal is that every child meets his 

or her growth target. It is important that the students have a full night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast to 

be ready for their math test. Check the calendar below to see when your child’s Scantron test takes 

place.   A careful review of the second quarter report card data shows that many students are coming 

to school late.  Tardiness impacts learning!  All K-8 students should be in the classroom, unpacked and 

ready to learn by the bell at 8:05. Being on time has always been important, but with the learning loss 

that all children have suffered due to the pandemic, it is more critical that we maximize learning time.  

Please support your child’s achievement by ensuring that he or she is ready to learn at the start of the 

day.  Late arrivals are also posing a safety hazard as cars are coming in quickly and going to both the 

top and bottom lots. 
 
Oops! Our Mistake 

The letter from the Secretary for Catholic Education, Superintendent Kelly Branaman that was supposed 

to go out with last week’s Bridges was not attached.  It is attached along with a follow up letter.  Please 

note the dates when you read them.  Thank you for your understanding.   
 
Spring Soccer 

St. Matthias Mustangs will be on the field again!  We are thrilled to announce that parent, Juan Carlos Sotelo 

is coaching our middle school boys. However, he is very interested in coaching younger students as well. How-

ever, to do so, some parents must come forward to serve as assistants.  Coaching involves one after school 

practice per week and a weekend game.  This is a great way to earn volunteer hours and most importantly it 

provides a great opportunity for your child and others.   

     
Spring Track and Field 

Prior to the pandemic many St. Matthias families and students were members of our track and field team. 

Many of the students would love to have this opportunity again. Please consider volunteering to lead and/or 

assist with this important activity.  Like soccer, it involves one practice after school and a weekend meet. 

Wednesday, February 9 

Scrantron Math 

     Gr. 1   —   8:30 am 

     Gr. 2   — 12:40 pm 

Thursday, February 10 

Scrantron Math 

     Gr. Kinder  —  9:00 & 12:40 pm 

 Altar Server Training 12:00 - 12:45 

Friday, February 11 

Souper-Bowl Tag Day 

Monday, February 7  

Scrantron Math 

     Gr. 5-6 — 9:00 am 

     Gr. 7-8 — 12:40 pm 

Tuesday, February 8 

Scrantron Math 

     Gr. 3-4 — 9:00 am 

     Gr. 2   — 12:40 pm 

 

       

Friday, February 4  

NOON Dismissal 

Teacher Appreciation  

Mass 10:15 am 

Free Dress Day 



 

Re-enrollment 

We know families need to budget for school expenses for the coming year.  For that reason, it would be 

beneficial to receive the 2023 tuition agreements in a timely manner. The first tuition payment is in July of 

2022. Please help us get the tuition contracts to you by June 1 by re-enrolling by the March 1 deadline.  

The discounted family re-enrollment fee increases to $350 on March 1. 

 
Stay Tuned 

St. Matthias has applied for funding from the Emergency Assistance for Nonpublic Schools that, if grant-

ed, will provide additional support services to the students in math and reading. The services will benefit 

students who are performing below, at and above grade level.  A summer program is under considera-

tion which will be open to all students free of charge.  

 
Volunteer Hours 

In response to the covid crisis volunteer service hours were suspended last year.  We reinstated this very 

valuable and important program but reduced service hours to 20 hours.  At least 10 service hours were 

required to be completed by January.  More than half of the school families have not completed any 

service hours.   It is important to note that parents can earn service hours for many types of parent partici-

pation:  attending the Back to School and State of the School Meetings, attending 

HSA Executive Committee meetings on Zoom, supporting the Fun-d Run, submitting raffle tickets by  

February 1, and re-enrolling by February 28.  Each of these activities earn 1 service hour each.  In addi-

tion, there are many ways to serve: clean up days, lunch and recess duty, cleaning tables at 2:30, help-

ing serve on Pizza and Chick-fil-A days, as well as being involved in the Fun-d Run, Read-a-Thon, Field 

Day, Mardi Gras PJs and Pancakes. Coaching or sharing a talent with the students for an after school ac-

tivity is a fun and extremely helpful way to serve your child and other children.  Assistants are needed to 

work with Mr. Sotelo in our spring soccer program.  Many children are interested in Track and Field. Please 

carefully consider helping your child and the St. Matthias community as a parent volunteer! 

 
Covid Screening 

Thanks to the many parents who have given the school permission to have their child screened for covid. 

The results this week continue to be encouraging. Of all students and staff tested, there is only one posi-

tive case, which was in the fourth grade. All families are encouraged to get eligible children vaccinated 

as soon as possible. Please see the attached letter from Secretary for Education, Kelly Branaman on this 

subject. It is also extremely important that parents upload their children’s vaccine card into TADS once 

they are fully vaccinated for covid-19. The next covid screening will take place Tuesday, February 15. If 

you have not already given your child permission to be tested, but would like to please register by click-

ing this link:  https://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com 

Catholic Schools Week 

Our annual Catholic Schools Week festivities are wrapping up today.  The students enjoyed being out of 

uniform, eating pizza and treats and their afternoon of movies and games. The teachers are grateful for a 

tasty breakfast and the many notes of appreciation from their students.  The week culminated with a cel-

ebration of mass led by our new pastor, Father Avelino.  Each class made a poster describing the many 

things they love about their school.  These will hang in church for the parishioners to see and enjoy. Thanks 

to all who helped with our CSW events, especially Mrs. Kenique Freeman and the ladies who helped to 

serve pizza, Ugochi Ibetoh, Yasmin Castro, Milagros Lara & Zibou Zenebou. 

St. Matthias Celebrates the Soup-er Bowl 

On Friday, February 11 students may wear their favorite team’s jersey if they bring a can of soup to sup-

port the St. Matthias food pantry.  Teams may be any sport, professional, college, high school, or their 

own local teams.  We hope every one will join in the spirit and help those in need! 

 

 


