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Monday, May 9 

Pizza Forms Due 

Girls Soccer 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

Guitar 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

Progress Reports Sent Home 

Tuesday, May 10 

Boys Soccer  3:00 - 4:30 pm 

Reading Scantron Grades 4-7 

Wednesday, May 11 

Reading Scantron Grades 1-3 

Girls Soccer 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

Boss Kids Club 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

Thursday, May 12 

Reading Scantron Kindergarten 

Boys Soccer  3:00 - 4:30 pm 

Virtus Training 9:00 am virtual 

Friday, May 13 

Pizza Friday 

Extra Guitar Class 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

 

 
Staffing News 

Looking ahead there will be some changes in teacher assignments for next year.  

Congratulations are extended to Mr. Samuto for his new appointment as an Asso-

ciate Campus Minister at Good Counsel High School. We will miss him and are 

grateful for his service to our third grade and school community this year. 

Ms. Wood will be moving up to grade 3 with her current class. This is the third time 

in recent years that the opportunity to loop with a current class has been available.  Looping affords 

the teacher the opportunity to get into curricular instruction more quickly since she knows the needs of 

the children from the outset, and they are familiar with her routines and expectations.  Dr. Tyler will be 

assuming the role of second grade teacher.  Dr. Tyler also has familiarity with the incoming second 

grade since she was with grade one until Ms. Givens came on board.  An announcement regarding 

the hiring of a lead teacher for pre-school is expected very soon. 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to the Home and School Association and many parents who expressed 

gratitude and sincere appreciation for the hard work and dedication of our teach-

ers and staff.  Lunches, goodies, cards, and gifts were greatly appreciated by our 

wonderful teachers.  

 

 

Save the Date! 

The St. Matthias STEAM Camp is coming for students entering grade 1-8 in the 

fall.  Camp will be held on Mondays-Thursdays from 9:00-12:00 beginning on 

June 20 and ending on July 13.  There is no camp on Monday, July 4.  Please 

look for a Sign-Up Genius email to indicate your interest and availability for your 

child(ren) to attend. 

 



VIRTUS  Training 

Plans are underway for the coming school year.  One of our goals is to provide 

more opportunities for the students to learn through field trips.  We are also 

planning on taking grades 6-8 to Black Rock Environmental Retreat Center in 

November. Finally, we would like to offer more athletic and special interest 

clubs to the students in the 2023 school year.  All these opportunities require 

parent volunteers and in the Archdiocese of Washington only parents who have passed the criminal 

background check and completed the online VIRTUS training are permitted to be with children.  Re-

cently, we were unable to take the pre-k students on a field trip to the Maryland Science Center be-

cause there were not enough VIRTUS certified parents.  The next VIRTUS training, which is virtual, is on 

May 12 at 9:00 A.M.  If your schedule permits this is a great way to earn 3 service hours.  Fingerprinting 

is available at Renoxx ID Solutions, 9500 Annapolis Rd., Lanham, across the street from St. Matthias on 

the right-hand side of Seabrook Road.  The cost is $61.25.  However, families who pay that fee will get 

credit for an additional 3 hours.  To begin the VIRTUS certification process: 

complete the application attached  

call to make an appointment for fingerprinting 

sign up for the May 12 class at www.virtus.org 

Future virtual VIRTUS training classes dates will be published in Bridges as they become available. 

 

 

Driving on St. Matthias Campus 

In the past week several families have entered or exited the campus going the 

wrong way!  In one instance there was almost an accident!  Please obey the one-

way signs when entering and exiting the St. Matthias parking lot! 

 

 

Covid Screening Update 

Thanks to all families who have their children screened for covid 19 weekly at school.  

Our last screening results were once again 100% negative. We know that vaccination 

is the best prevention for serious covid disease. If you have not already done so, 

please consider vaccination and be sure to submit your vaccination information to 

Mrs. Blackburn or upload it in TADS. 

 

 

Volunteer Service Hours 

Mrs. Blackburn will be billing family TADS accounts for unserved hours as soon as 

possible.   

 

 

Read-a-Thon Finale  

Thank you to all who supported the St. Matthias 2nd Annual Read-A-Thon.  The school 

received $10,146 in donations. The children and staff logged 48,659 minutes of read-

ing.  We are pleased to announce that our top fundraiser was Derek Jones in Grade 5 

with $795 in donations.  The top reader was Enuma Offiah also in grade 5 with 7848 

minutes.  The class with the most donations was Ms. Smith’s grade 4 and the most time 

read was Mrs. Gillis’ grade 5.  Thank you to event chair, Kenique Freeman and her team of volunteers 

for their leadership and hard work to make the Read-A-Thon such a success.:00 - 4:00 pm 


