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8th Grade News 

Selecting a high school and preparing for admission is an important focus of 8th grade.  Most of  

the students are considering Catholic High School.  Many of the high schools in the Archdiocese  

of Washington are visiting St. Matthias to share what they can offer our students and to give the  

students an opportunity to ask questions.  Between now and Christmas the students will 

spend a day in the top 3 high schools of their choice to experience first hand what it is like 

to be a student in each school.  One of the criteria for admission to these schools is perfor-

mance on the High School Placement Test. The students will take this test in school on Wednesday, 

November 29.  Most have been preparing over the summer and will continue to do so both in and 

out of class.  This year, there are two opportunities for the students to take a mock test to acquaint 

them with the stamina needed to take a three hour test. The dates for the mock tests are October 

9 and October 27.  School is not in session on these days. Parents who would like their 8th grade 

children to have this practice must sign up in advance. 
  

MAP Testing Continues 

With the exception of absent students, the reading portion of the Fall MAP testing is complete. 

Math testing will take place next week. Please see the schedule in the calendar below. Proper  

nutrition and ample rest are the most important things students need to do their best. A calm 

morning and encouragement from parents and family members go a long way to help the chil-

dren feel confident.  Teachers will be reviewing the test results and sharing them with parents with 

progress reports. In some cases, tutoring outside of school will be recommended as well as re-

source support in school.  
  

 

 

 

Saturday, September 23 Soccer Game  

Monday, September 25 Soccer Practice 

Monday, September 25 DeMatha/Seton  HSV  

Tuesday, September 26 Dance Ministry 

Wednesday, September 27 Soccer Practice 

  

 

 

MAP Testing Schedule 

9/25 Math Grades 2 & 5-8 

 

9/26 Math Grades 5-8 

 

9/27 Math Grades 1, 3 & 4 

 

9/28 No Testing 

 

9/29 No Testing 

 



Progress Reports Coming Soon 

All students in grades K-8 will receive progress reports on Friday, October 6.  MAP testing results 

completed by that time will also be included. Progress reports also note behavioral concerns, 

particularly when they are impacting academic success. For example, students who do not 

consistently complete homework or who are frequently late or absent often do poorly.  Progress 

reports inform parents when there is a need to intervene in the children’s routine or to add tutor-

ing or other supports to ensure growth and success.  The progress reports are being distributed a 

week later than anticipated and noted on the calendar in the Parent Handbook due to the  

delay in opening Rediker and Fall testing.  Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

  
St. Matthias Trunk or Treat 

We are excited to announce that the Home and School Association is sponsoring Trunk or Treat 

on Saturday, October 28 from 7 to 9 PM in the parking lot behind Friendship Hall. We hope this 

will be a fun and community building Fall/Halloween activity for students of all ages.  Of course, 

the success of the event is dependent on broad parent support. The donation of candy , host-

ing a “Trunk,” suppling music, and clean-up volunteers are needed.  Please respond promptly 

to the Trunk or Treat Sign-Up Genius request for volunteers and donations. Parents must accom-

pany their children and earn 1 volunteer hour just for attending.  More hours are earned for sign-

up genius items. 
  

Fun-d Run 

The 11th Annual Fun-d Run is only 29 days away! Like the army, we are looking for a few good 

men and women to serve on the Fund Run committee! Below is a description of each subcom-

mittee. Service hours will be provided for your amazing service! Thank you in advance for con-

sidering serving to raise money for our children.  

• Marketing:  spreading the word throughout the school, the alumni networks, the church, 

and community at large; creating and implementing ways of engaging students, parents, 

and teachers to participate and raise money 

• Pledge Management: identifying a pledge platform, creating the page, maintaining and 

updating the platform to keep us abreast of fundraising progress; identifying corporate do-

nors and local businesses to provide in-kind donations to the event. 

• Logistics: identifying the supplies, equipment, layout, people (volunteers) and scheduling of 

the event prior to and leading t0the execution of the plan on the day of the event 

If one of these subcommittees speaks to you, please reach out to either Yolandra Hancock 

at deltadoc02@gmail.com or our illustrious HSA president, Michelle Moreno-Ali 

at michelle.morenoali922@gmail.com 

All St. Matthias students are needed to participate.  Please begin to make a list of potential 

sponsors. Every child must have a minimum of 3 sponsors. Relatives, neighbors, family friends or 

co-workers all may be willing to make a small (or large) donation to support your child’s efforts 

to raise money to support their school. 
  
Urgent 

Effective communication between parents, teachers and school administration is critical to 

meeting our goal of strengthening the family school partnership. If you have changed your ad-

dress, phone number, email address or family composition in the past year, please be sure that 

your updated information is in TADS. It would also be helpful to share this information with Mrs. 

Blackburn or your child's teacher immediately by email or phone. 
  
Free Items 

The school has surplus wooden desk chairs, folding tables, a library table and file cabinets. Inter-

ested? Call Mrs. Blackburn. 
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