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By Kathy Werly

After having an opportunity to settle in, 
it’s time to extend a warm Good Shepherd 
welcome to Deacon Tom Greer. Now that 
he is part of our community, introductions 
are in order. If you haven’t met him yet, 
here’s some useful information for your 
conversation.

Deacon Tom has been married to his 
wife Marcia for more 
than 30 years. They 
have three adult chil-
dren – Tom, Patrick 
and Madelin, all of 
whom attended St. Jo-
seph Catholic (grade) 
school, St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School 
and Kansas State Uni-
versity.

Like his children, 
Deacon Tom attended 
a Catholic grade school 
and high school; but in 
Iowa. He graduated from Briar Cliff Col-
lege in Sioux City, Iowa—he’s a Charger—
where he studied business administration. 
As you can probably guess, Catholic 
schools are important to him.  

He has spent most of his career in sales.  
How did he end up in Kansas, you might 
ask? His wife’s job brought the family to 
Kansas in 2002.

When did he know that he wanted to 
be a deacon? The idea was planted when 
he was just 15 years old. He saw his un-
cle being ordained as a deacon, and it left 
an impression. Deacon Tom said his uncle 
became an example for him. However, it 
took a while before the diaconate became a 
reality. It was only when his children were 
older that he decided to follow in his un-
cle’s footsteps and give the diaconate a try.

Once the decision was made, he and his 
fellow candidates would meet once a month 
for 10 months—from Friday night to noon 
on Sunday. These meetings took place over 
five years and required juggling family, 

Welcome Deacon Tom Greer

work, marriage and the diaconate. Deacon 
Tom said his favorite parts of the process 
were the relationships and the community 
that developed between the candidates.

He was ordained by Archbishop Joseph 
Naumann on June 20 and is part of the 
largest group of permanent deacons in the 
history of the archdiocese of Kansas City, 

Kan. The ordination Mass took 
place at Holy Trinity Church in 
Lenexa, Kan.

Deacon Tom has been busy 
ever since his ordination, assist-
ing at Sunday masses, a funeral 
Mass and at the Confirmation 
Mass with Archbishop Naumann 
and Deacon Marcos Navarro. 
He said he also had the privilege 
and honor of baptizing his great 
nephew.  

While getting acclimated, he 
is looking forward to proclaim-

ing the gospel and serving where there is 
a need. “The people I have met so far have 
been amazingly nice and welcoming,” he 
exclaimed. 

To Deacon Tom: pandemic protocols 
may complicate your arrival, but we are 
glad you are here. We hope you know 
that underneath our masks we are smiling. 
While wanting to shake your hand, we’ll 
settle for an elbow bump. Six feet away is 
not ideal for conversing, but we’ll make it 
work. Welcome to Good Shepherd!

Book, group study help parishioners understand 
their unconscious participation in white supremacy, racism

See Racism, page 4.

By Kristina Frank

Awareness is growing of the prevalence 
and profoundly harmful effects of racism. 
The time is beyond ripe to deeply explore 
how each one of us may be complicit in 
perpetuating racism and white supremacy, 
even in unconscious ways. 

This summer, some Good Shepherd 
parishioners joined with others to study 
the book, “Me and White Supremacy” by 
Layla F. Saad. The key takeaway? By ex-
amining the threads of racism and white 
supremacy within ourselves as individuals, 
those of us who hold white privilege can 
soften. We can become more fertile ground 
for living and acting in ways that assist in 
dismantling racism/white supremacy and 
supporting our brothers and sisters who are 
suffering.

The four-week groups were facilitated 
by parishioner Kristina Frank and were 
sponsored by the Sanctuary of Hope and 
Evolving Enneagram organizations.  The 
study groups were for those who are com-
mitted to looking deep within themselves 
and willing to engage in humble examina-
tion of their participation in white suprem-
acy. The groups included prayer and a con-
fidential place to share and were designed 
to bring about a greater clarity of vision as 
to each person’s role in racism/white su-
premacy.

As the author explains, readers come 
to know that they are “part of the problem 
and also simultaneously part of the answer. 



By Anabella Wasserman

What is consecration? What does 
it take to prepare and consecrate our-
selves to the Blessed Virgin Mary? 
When is the appropriate time to do so?

Consecration means setting yourself 
aside for service to God. The Catholic 
Church has always advocated consecrat-
ing yourself to Jesus Christ through the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the perfect model 

Good Shepherd family consecrates itself to the Virgin Mary

of discipleship. Consecration is a moment 
of becoming closer to Mary by allowing 
her to come into our lives. It is a spiritu-
al renewal for individuals and families.

“Mary is our ‘mother’ and can define 
our steps, decisions, faith and spirituality,” 
explained Annabella Wasserman, Good 
Shepherd Pastoral Assistance for Hispanic 
Ministry. “A commitment to Mary offers 

to her our hands and feet, our life and our 
trust. She will bring us closer to the heart 
of Jesus and use us to be a witness of the 
love of Christ and sanctify more people.”

Seven years ago the Villa of Guadalupe 
consecrated five families and children to 
Mary. “The Villa has continued to grow, 
bringing together a 
strong group of wom-
en who are ready to 
serve and step into 
leadership roles,” An-
nabella said “We pray 
for the needs of oth-
ers and provide con-
solation and support 
during difficult times. 
We created a group of women who walk with 
confidence and trust in Mary’s protection.”

On the feast of the Assumption on Au-
gust 15, one of Good Shepherd’s families 
was consecrated into the Villa of Guada-
lupe. “For nine days we met at the gar-
den in Good Shepherd to pray the rosary, 
bringing our prayers of thanksgiving and 
petitions, coming together again after sev-
eral months of isolation,” Annabella stated. 
A 14 year-old was part of the family that 
consecrated itself to Mary. He is applying 
for the government’s DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) program. 

“In this time of insecurity, fear and lack 
of support, we were there to bring hope and 
less anxiety,” Annabella noted. “His mom 
told us that only through prayer can she 
feel at peace and more secure in overcom-
ing this barrier that is overwhelming them.” 
If he is accepted into the DACA program 
he will be able to continue his education 
and acquire a temporary work permit. 

“In little ways the Villa of Guadalupe 
has been an instrument of love and support 
to our community. We continue to do con-
secration on the Feast of the Assumption 
and the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe,” 
Annabella said. “Through our perseverance 
and commitment, we have made the love 
of our Mother Mary and the love of Jesus 
present in our families and community.” 

If you are interested in participating, 
becoming consecrated and praying the ro-
sary, the group meets regularly on the first 
Sunday of the month after noon mass. For 
more information, contact Anabella at 913-
563-5312 or awasserman@gsshawnee.org.

By Mary Mueller

The four Good Shepherd Parish Life 
Commissions—Evangelization, Forma-
tion, Outreach and Worship—met via 
Zoom meetings in early August to select 
chairpersons, co-chairpersons and parish 
council members. 

They are as follows:
• Evangelization — Chair: Kristina 

Frank, Co-Chair: Lori Jaklevich, Parish 
Council: Dawn Grabs

•  Formation — Chair: Karen Pepich, 
Co-Chair: Mary Cunningham, Parish 
Council: Debbie Eisenhower

•  Outreach — Chair: Tom Tritsch, Co-
Chair: Lucy Jones, Parish Council: Mari-
lyn Breitenstein

• Worship — Chair: Millie Hill, Co-
Chair: to be determined, Parish Council: 
Millie Hill

Initial plans for the groups to gather 
in a single Zoom meeting and separate 
into commission specific groups for dis-
cernment and goal setting 
quickly became unwieldy, 
leading to four separate 
Zoom meetings, one for 
each commission. Four 
computers allowed Fr. 
Kent, Fr. Ashmore and 
Mary Mueller, Director of 
Parish Life/Administrative 
Services, to “zoom into” 
concurrent commission ses-
sions, where they listened in 
and answered questions as 
the commissions began the 
journey into a very different 
kind of year for parish lead-
ership and ministries due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Parish Life Commissions Zoom into the future

These leaders will Zoom into their new 
roles at September commission meetings. 
Watch for future articles and information 
about how our parish life commissions and 
parish council embrace and shepherd our 
strategic vision.  

About the commissions and councils
The Parish Life Commissions and 

Councils bring the mission and vision of 
the parish to life. Emerging from the foun-
dational pillars of the community, the com-
missions are where the ideas are discerned, 
tested and implemented.  

The Parish Council, Finance Council 
and Facilities Council all serve in an ad-
visory capacity to the pastor. Members of 
these councils are from each of the com-
missions.

 If you are interested in the work of any 
of the commissions, contact Mary Mueller 
at mmueller@gsshawnee.org.



By Ruth Misiewicz

This month’s featured 
Outreach ministry is the 
school supply collection.

• Ministry: August collection of 
school supplies for Christ the King School 
in Kansas City, Kan. 

• Results: 50 bags of supplies were 
delivered to the school, which are being 
distributed to students. In addition, Christ 
the King received monetary donations 
from Good Shepherd parishioners totaling 
$518. Also, three bins of socks from Blair’s 
Foster Socks were delivered to the school.

• Faith in Action: By sharing our 
resources, especially during these uncer-
tain economic times for many families, we 
answer Jesus’ call to care for our brothers 
and sisters and put the needs of the poor 
and vulnerable first.

• Thank you: To all of the very 
generous parishioners for their donations, 
Maggie Streff 
who coordinat-
ed the event, Tim 
Streff who helped 
deliver the items, 
and Mary Morin 
who facilitated 
the donation from 
Michele Shanahan 
De Moss, founder 
of Blair’s Foster 
Socks.

• Response: “This is awesome! 
Thank you so much for everything!” said 
Christ the King Principal Cathy Fithian. 
Noted Maggie, “It was wonderful to wit-
ness the generosity and caring of the Good 
Shepherd community as they supported the 
students of Christ the King.” Added Mary, 
“Michele has donated the past several 
years and we are grateful for her support. 
She started her organization to honor her 
daughter Blair who was killed by celebra-
tory gunfire several years ago. It is a won-
derful legacy to see these socks going to 
children who need them.”

• Contact: If you are interested in 
helping with this event in the future, please 
contact Maggie Streff at mstreff@hotmail.
com.

Hands and Feet of Christ
By Kristina Frank

Over the past few months, some Good 
Shepherd parishioners have been gather-
ing with others for inspiration, practice 
and discussion related to centering prayer. 
Thomas Merton, a deceased Catholic writ-
er and Trappist monk, explained that this 
type of prayer “is not so much a way to find 
God as it is a way of resting in him whom 
we have found, who loves us, who is near 
to us, who comes to us to draw us to Him.”  
Think of centering prayer as bringing us 
into the presence of God and preparing 
us for contemplation by reducing the ob-
stacles caused by the hyperactivity of our 
minds and of our lives. 

“As we grow in our habit of centering 
prayer, we find that it becomes not so much 
a place we go to as a place we come from,” 
said parishioner Kristina Frank. “We be-
come more fully ‘contemplatives in action’ 
who live and act in increasing awareness of 
a deep grounding in God’s presence. “

As explained by Anabella Wasserman, 
Good Shepherd Pastoral Assistance for 
Hispanic Ministry, “Contemplative prayer 
has always been in the back of my mind.  
With Kristina I have come back to appre-
ciate more deeply how it can bring peace 

Centering prayer offers spiritual renewal, community

and serenity by just giving a few minutes a 
day. God is always waiting and welcomes 
us any time, any moment as long as we 
consent and surrender to his presence. By 
doing this class I’m gaining more confi-
dence and trust knowing that God holds me 
completely and I don’t have to hesitate,” 
she stated.

“Kristina leads meditations to help us 
notice our feelings and let go of our attach-
ments to security, control and esteem,” not-
ed parishioner Dawn Grabs. “We discuss, 
learn and practice centering prayer, which 
is very grounding, healing and enlivening. 
Contemplation is a secret gem of our Cath-
olic tradition, not only for monasteries, but 
for all of us who are seeking a deeper rela-
tionship with God.” 

New participants are always welcome—
from beginners to long-time practitioners. 
The group, facilitated by Kristina Frank 
and sponsored by Sanctuary of Hope, gath-
ers every Thursday from 4-5 p.m. on Zoom. 
For questions or if you’re interested but 
have schedule conflicts, contact Kristina 
Frank at kskris@mac.com. To register use 
the following link http://www.sanctuaryof-
hoperetreat.org/upcoming-events.html.

By Diane Schell

Come check out the Fall Music Concert 
Series with live music performed on the 
east patio of Good Shepherd parish. The se-
ries begins at 7 p.m. with the various music 
ensembles scheduled as follows:

• September 11 - Sunrise Servants (Sun-
day 8 a.m. ensemble)

• September 18 - Shepherds of 
Faith (Saturday 5 p.m./Sunday 10 a.m. en-
semble)

• September 25 - Rhythm of Christ (Sun-
day 5 p.m. ensemble)

• October 2 - Choral Shepherds (Sunday 
10 a.m. choir)

The outdoor concerts will consist 
of two parts. Acts one and two can be 

Drive-in concert series coming soon

watched from a designated parking space 
in the church lot. Act one will also be live-
streamed into your home. Act two will not 
be live-streamed so that a variety of secular 
songs can be performed.  

The first concert will start with an eve-
ning prayer leading into a patriotic theme 
commemorating the tragic events of 9/11 
while act two will be sing-a-long songs for 
all to participate. 

Good Shepherd adheres to all Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines, so 
we look forward to “seeing” you from a 
special designated area of the parking lot 
ready to join in song!





El Buen Pastor has been busy planting 
trees as well as folding and bending corn 
stalks. 

Trees
What better way to relieve stress than 

plant a tree? Actually 30 trees!   
This outdoor activity for the youth 

helped with reforestation and created a 
space for them to do something together.  

The youth brought their shovels and 
their spirited energy to plant a variety of 
30 trees in the community. Some of the 
fruit trees planted were Salvadoran cashew 
fruit, Japanese cashew, guava and nance. 
The planted trees to make furniture or for 
firewood are cedar, laurel and eucalyptus.

Corn
Corn – next only to water – is an essen-

tial necessity in the life of the Salvadoran 
people. Families in El Buen Pastor have 
been enjoying corn from their cornfield 
(milpa) for months. Thankfully, the corn-
fields survived flooding from the environ-

El Buen Pastor Updates
mental pandemic of tropical storms Aman-
da and Cristóbal.  

Now the cornfields are in the “broken 
and bent” stage. The dried stalks are fold-
ed downward, a process of drying the corn 
husks. The cob (mazorca) is left to dry af-
ter the dried stalks are broken and bent. It 
takes about two to three months to dry.

It is essential to have the corn dried 
at harvest in October so when the corn is 
shelled and stored, it will be resistant to in-
sects and rotting. 

About
The Mission of the El Salvador Minis-

try – which has been ongoing since August 
1987 – is to promote accompaniment, sol-
idarity and mutual exchange between the 
Good Shepherd community and the com-
munity of El Buen Pastor in Aguilares, El 
Salvador. Many families are refugees of a 
civil war that started in 1979. 

In spring 1989, our sister community of-
ficially changed its name to El Buen Pastor 
in honor of Good Shepherd Parish. 

El Buen Pastor is on about 28 acres 
bordering the Carretera Troncal del Norte 
highway, north of the town of Aguilares. 

There is great power and responsibility in 
that knowledge. But knowledge without 
action is meaningless.” 

Raffaele Cipriano, Director of Mu-
sic for Good Shepherd, stated that “this 
book study has made me aware of how 
racism can subtly affect my daily actions 
and thoughts. I feel now I have more tools 
to recognize racism and act consciously 
against it.”

Parishioner Maureen Jones reflected 
that “working through the self-reflection 
exercises in the book and participating in 
our weekly group discussion allowed me 
to identify specific ways in which perva-
sive and systemic white supremacy harms 
black, Indigenous and other people of col-
or, and the ways in which I have been com-
plicit in this system. 

“I am so grateful to Kristina and the rest 
of the group for such honest and productive 
discussions,” Maureen continued. “I can 
say being a part of this group was a true 
impetus for my formulating actionable next 
steps towards dismantling white suprema-
cy in my personal actions and within my 
community at large.” 

Parishioner Jeaveen Neaderhiser ex-
plained that “having an opportunity to 
engage in this self-study with others is 
meaningful because the call to action is an 
important one that can be uncomfortable at 
times. I’ve learned through this study, and 
the contributions of our peers in the group, 
that true allyship isn’t one of performance 
or pity. It is one of necessary sacrifice and 
a willingness to commit to interrupting sys-
tems of oppression in small ways.”

Parishioner Diana Ryan noted that her 
favorite quote from the book is from Nel-
son Mandela:

“No one is born hating another person 
because of the color of his skin, or his 
background or his religion. People must 
learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, 
they can be taught to love, for love comes 
more naturally to the human heart than its 
opposite.” 

Diana reflected, “I can imagine Jesus 
saying this quote. And I believe this goes 
to the core of prejudice, discrimination and 
redemption.”  

If you are interested in learning more or 
participating in a study of this type, please 
contact Kristina Frank at kskris@mac.com.

Racism, continued from page 1.

Calling all volunteers!
The Shepherd’s Call monthly 
newsletter is in desperate 
need of volunteers to write 
articles and take photos. The 
time commitment should be 
no more than a few hours 
each month. Please prayer-
fully consider donating 
your time and talent to this 
important communication 
tool. To volunteer or submit 
story ideas, contact Editor 
Michele Logan-Hynes at 
micheleloganhynes@gmail.



Vital Statistics
New Members
Dick & Donna Voll
12649 W. 82nd Terrace

Bob & Mary Hashagen
7307 Legler St.

Shane & Brigid Shinn
13103 W. 74th St.
Children: McKenna, Mason

Thomas & Monica Greer 
8512 Hallet

Pauline Smoke
10951 W. 96th St.

Andrew & Laurie Brown
12032 S. Hallet St.
Children: Caleb, Isabel

Tyler & Amy Rzepka
5206 Albervan St.
Children: Ella, Tess, Kate

Frank & Natalie Cammaratta
24908 W. 86th St.
Children: Nathan, David

Baptisms
Olivia Diane Plagge
Parents: Michael & Lauren Plagge

Thomas Joseph Morales
Parents: Joseph & Amy Morales

Matias Alonso Tejeda-Valdivia
Parents: Carlos Tejeda-Mendoza & Anissa Valdivia 

Adrian Manuel Avila Pena
Parents: Jose Hernandez & Maria Pena Morfin

Jonathan Barrientos Vasquez
Parents: Edwin de Jesus Barrientos 
& Leticia Vasquez Delgado 

Adalyn Ann Grannell
Parents: James & Ashley Grannell

Graham Henry Vossman
Summer Lynn Vossman
Bella Beatriz Vossman
Parents: Eric & Katie Vossman

Maverick Phillip Thompson
Parents: Phillip & Jeanna Thompson

Carlos Jose Hernandez
Parents: Jose Hernandez & Lesli Arita

Jhonathan Dario Garcia
Parents: Jose Garcia & Josefa Landa

Camilo Castro-Landa
Parents: Eutiquio Aguirre & Maria Landa Orozco

Michael Alejandro Landa-Barrera
Parents: Hilario Landa Orozco & Imelda Barrera Carreno

Galia Alice Sanchez-Garcia
Parents: Omar Sanchez Bustos & Erika Garcia Vazquez

Gadiel Garcia Garcia
Parents: Joaquin Garcia Garcia & Erika Garcia-Vazquez

David Steven Hernandez Rodriguez
Kelly Sofia Hernandez Rodriguez
Parents: Jose Ramos & Amada Hernandez

David Geovanni Landa-Barrera
Parents: Hilario Landa Orozco & Imelda Barrera Carreno

Nathaly Chavez Chino 
Parents: Jose Chavez Hernandez & Patricia Zaragoza

Rosa Maria Arita Peralta
Parents: Juan Pablo Arita Salazar & Deysi Peralta Arita

Inrry Roman Villalobos
Parents: Salvador Roman Romero & Jazmin Villalobos Lopez

Ariadne Dominguez Hernandez
Parents: Benito Dominguez Marin & Rubi Hernandez

Deaths
Robert “Bob” Aley    


