OUR LADY OF THE

LAKES PARISH

AUGUST 2, 2026 | EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Welcome!
MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses

Saturday | 4:00pm | Saint Victor
Saturday | 6:00pm | Transfiguration
Sunday | 9:00am | Transfiguration
Sunday | 11:00am | Saint Victor

Weekday Masses

Monday | 8:00am | Saint Victor
Tuesday | 8:00am | Saint Victor
Wednesday | 8:00am | Saint Victor
Thursday | 8:00am | Transfiguration
Friday | 8:00am | Transfiguration
Saturday | 8:00am | Transfiguration
Confession

Saturday | 3:00pm | Saint Victor
Other | By Appointment

CONNECT WITH US

Administrative Office
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 149,
Bairdford, PA 15006
724-265-2070
www.ollakes.org
Find us at: 527 Bairdford Road
Summer Office Hours:

Mon - Fri 9am-12pm or by appt
Transfiguration Church
100 McKrell Road | Russellton

Saint Victor Church
531 Bairdford Road | Bairdford

DONATE ONLINE

Donating online is easy!
Just aim your phone
camera at the QR Code
and follow the link.
Thank you!




Our Lady of the Lakes Parish

« GET TO KNOW US

OUR CLERGY

Administrator
Reverend Kevin G. Poecking | ext. 204

Deacon
Deacon Rick Sumrok, MD | ext. 101
rsumrok@ollakes.org

OUR STAFF

Business Manager

Eric Wolfe | ext. 203
ewolfe@ollakes.org

office Manager

Contenta Schoenman | ext. 202
cschoenman@ollakes.org

Safe Environment Coordinator &
Director of Adult Faith Formation
Laura Smagala | ext. 504
Ismagala@ollakes.org

Director of Faith Formation
MaryEtta Filotei | ext. 402
mfilotei@ollakes.org

Director of Faith Formation &
Youth Minister

Kelsey Probst | ext. 302
kprobst@ollakes.org

Liturgy Coordinator & Sacristan
Joe Smagala | 724-713-1455
jsmagala@ollakes.org
Sacristan

Tom Jenkins

Music Director

Pete Kanaitis | ext. 102
pkanaitis@ollakes.org

Music Director

Dawn Pawloski | ext. 102
dpawloski@ollakes.org
Director of Mercy & Service
Judi Damon | 412-496-8582
jdamon@ollakes.org

Wellness Coordinator

Bernie Shipeck

Maintenance

Fred Fischer

BULLETIN CONTENT

If you want to submit content to feature

in the bulletin, please send to
bulletin@ollakes.org. Deadline for
submission is Monday at 12:00pm.
Shop Our Ads!

This bulletin is printed with the help of
our advertisers. Show your support for
us by supporting them.

JOIN OUR PARISH

Register Today
Register online or contact the parish office to become a parishioner. We
look forward to welcoming you and your family!
Active Parish Membership Means
e Registration (18+ required) in the parish and use of the offertory
envelope system or electronic giving in support of the parish
e Faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays & Holy Days
¢ Volunteer and participate in parish activities

ADORATION

Weekly | Every Wednesday at 2:00pm at Saint Victor Church finishing at 3:00pm
with the praying of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy

First Friday | Following 8:00am Mass on the first Friday of each month at
Transfiguration Church

Monthly Holy Hour | On the second Monday of the month at 7:00pm at
Transfiguration Church

ROSARY

Weekdays | Before morning Masses (Monday to Saturday) at 7:30am

First Saturday | Following the 8:00am Mass on the first Saturday of each month at
Transfiguration Church

Monthly Rosaries | Rosary on first Thursday at 11:00am at Saint Victor.

Rosary on third Saturday at 12:00pm at Transfiguration.

Patriotic Rosary on last Wednesday at 6:30pm at Transfiguration.

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM

Contact the office to schedule. Parents must attend a Baptism
seminar (preferably before the birth of the child) once. 5
MARRIAGE 00
Contact the office at least 6 months prior to wedding.

OCIA ﬂ
Are you 18+ and want to become a Catholic Christian? Call the

office for more information. \ )
PRIESTHOOD/VOCATIONS —
Find out more at pghpriest.com or contact the Diocesan Q
Vocations Office at 412-456-3123.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the office if you have a serious illness or injury and need a
special anointing or to receive communion.

N

N
—
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT CLEARANCES

Every volunteer role in the parish, even if it does not involve children, requires
clearances to be obtained before participating in ministry or volunteering.
We are happy to help. Clearance applications can be completed easily
online at home. Contact Laura Smagala at 724-265-2070x504 or
safeoll@ollakes.org with any questions.

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline : 1-888-808-1235
PA Child Abuse Hotline : 1-800-932-0313
Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger




FR. MAXIMAS’ VISIT

We were blessed this past weekend
to have Fr. Maximas from Sri Lanka
visit us. With Fr. Kevin away on a
previously planned, much earned
vacation, we had the opportunity to
be with Fr. Max and got to know this
special young man of God. He is only
40 years old and looks just like one
of his young seminarians who are
around 20 - 21 years old. He is
building a friary with the help of the
seminarians and donations from
parishes like ours. He is a very
genuine person who lives his faith
with great determination.

| want to THANK everyone who
helped transport Fr. Max or take him
to a meal or give him a tour of our
beautiful community. We are a
blessed Parish of giving, generous
people who never fail to step up
when called upon. Thank you and
God Bless you all.

- Judi Damon

HELP NEEDED

TRC CCD is in need of an 8" grade
teacher for this year. Please consider
helping to bring the faith to our
young students. If interested, or if
you have any questions, please call
724-448-3639 or email
mfilotei@ollakes.org.

MANY THANKS

We would like to thank Joe Herman
fromn Herman's Floor Maintenance
for generously donating his time and
materials to scrub the kitchen floor
in the Activity Building at the Saint
Victor Campus.

August 2, 2026 | Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

AROUND OUR PARISH -

FROM FATHER KEVIN'’S DESK

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings from Alaska. | hope last weekend with Father Maximas went smoothly. So far,
my vacation is going well, and the weather has been exceptionally good for Alaska. Please

keep me in your prayers; | am praying for all of you.

Before | left, | had to make an important decision for the parish that | inherited. Father
Jim had told me that the parish had planned to merge the Religious Education/CCD
programs but had declined to make that decision final before he left. Therefore, | wanted
to meet with the staff and both Pastoral and Finance Councils before making that
decision. Here is most of what | heard from them:

¢ The merge of CCD programs heeds to happen and should have been merged some
time ago.

e The CCD times at each church on Sunday are tied to the Mass times: TRC after 9 AM
and STV before 11 AM.

¢ The programs should be merged to Transfiguration site because:

o The school building is more secure and safe for students.

o TRC building security was recently increased from grant money.

o There is not enough classroom space at STV to have all grades at one time in one
building. Grades 7 & 8 are on Monday night at STV.

¢ The two curriculums don’t match with the same textbooks, but both follow the diocesan
requirements for what needs to be learned in each grade.

« The parents of CCD students largely don't know about the potential merge (Apparently,
it was mentioned once or twice in the bulletin, but little cormmunication went out
specifically to parents about a merge).

e The timing in late July to merge in September was not advised by most staff and
council members, despite a strong desire to merge as soon as possible.

There used to be a youth ministry program, but it has been difficult to get it re-started
after the pandemic.

¢ The Council members acknowledged the difficulty of making this decision now with
little time to communicate any possible change and resolved to support the parish
decision going forward.

In listening to all this, | told the staff and Councils that | would pray about it for two days,
consult the Diocese, and then decide before | left for Alaska. Diocesan personnel also
advised that the parish not make a sudden change without a fuller communication to
parents and the parish. | thought it would be important to listen to parents about this also
but didn't have time to communicate a way to listen to them as a group quickly. Since a
decision needed to be made promptly, | decided on the following:

¢ The parish will merge programs, but not until 2027. This fall is just too soon without
parent involvement and awareness.

e We can work on aligning the textbooks and materials so that when the programs

merge, it will be easier for most of the students and catechists.
Some catechists will need to adjust some of their methods with a view to merging in
2027 for the sake of the students.

¢ The parish will move the Monday night Grade 7 & 8 CCD to Sunday night and try to
begin to rebuild a Sunday night Youth Ministry program (Sunday night is the general
standard throughout the Diocese with it being the most convenient time for most
families of youth). Parents still have the option for Sunday morning grades 7 & 8 at TRC.

¢ The whole parish needs to be involved in the decision to merge, possibly considering
Mass time changes to align with the united program to make it as easy as possible for
parents to bring their children to weekend Masses.

I met with the two CCD directors to discuss a plan for this Fall and they have begun
informing catechists and parents so that they can start the programs in September. |
thank all the staff and Council members for their feedback and support of this decision
and look forward to working with the parents and parish on merging the programs in 2027.
In Christ’s love,

Father Kevin




Our Lady of the Lakes Parish

* PRAYER & WORSHIP

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, August 1 - Saint Alp

honsus Liguori

8:00am | Transfiguration Church
+ Francis Harkcom by the Jenkins Family

4:00pm | Saint Victor Church

+ Ray O'Rourke by Joanne Jeckavitch & Michael Zaffuto
6:00pm | Transfiguration Church

+ Living & Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Lakes Parish
Sunday, August 2 - Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00am | Transfiguration Church

+ Father Tom Wilson by Our
11:00am | Saint Victor Church

+ Jane Santacroce by the C
Monday, August 3 - Weekday
8:00am | Saint Victor Church

+ Anniversary of Death of Nicholas Filotei by Mom
Tuesday, August 4 - Saint John Vianney

Lady of the Lakes Staff

WEEKLY READINGS

ard Club Ladies Week of August 2 - 9

sunday
Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-
18/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21

8:00am | Saint Victor Church

+ Dennis J. Pinskey by Family
Wednesday, August 5 - Weekday/Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major

Monday
Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,
102/Mt 14:22-36

8:00am | Saint Victor Church
+ Jack Kraig by Terri Kamer
Thursday, August 6 - Transfig

Tuesday
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Ps 102:16-

uration of the Lord 18,19-21, 29, 22-23/Mt 14:22-36 or

8:00am | Transfiguration Church
+ Josephine Kutchko by Mary Kutchko

Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday
Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Mt

Friday, August 7 - Weekday/Saint Sixtus Il and Companions/Saint Cajetan
8:00am | Transfiguration Church

15:21-28

+ Catherine (Kay) Chleboski by husband, Ron Thursday

Saturday, August 8 - Saint Dominic

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2

8:00am | Transfiguration Church
+ Mary Jo O'Rourke by Joanne Draskovich

4:00pm | Saint Victor Church

+ Father Joseph Mullin & Sister Vita by Ann Poriath
6:00pm | Transfiguration Church

+ Anniversary of Death of Ol

Sunday, August 9 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pt 116-19/Mt 17:1-9

Friday

Na 21, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-
36ab, 39abcd, 41/Mt 16:24-28
Saturday

Hb 112-2:4/Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13/Mt

impia Karlo by Teresa Richards
17:14-20

9:00am | Transfiguration Church

Next Sunday

+ Living & Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 1Kgs 19:90, 11-13a/Ps 85:9ab and

11:00am | Saint Victor Church

10, 11-12, 13-14/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-

+ Charles Byrd by the Robson Family 33

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

Christine Ahlin, Eileen Ahlin, Christine Bechtold, Mary Berger, Robert Bodnar, Diane Colizza, Joseph
Colizza, Nicholas Damon, Priscilla Demosky, Steve Demosky, John Dickun, Bob Eckenrod, Amy
Ellwood, Mary Rose Farr, the Fletcher Family, Pam Gaurich, Dian Geyer, Jason Godek, Helen
Goodhart, Hanhnah Grunden, Joseph M. Grunden, Carol Hill, Nancy Hughes, Calvin Ingle, Lincoln
Ingle, Karen Jenkins, Linda Kapinskis, Gary Kelly, Valerie Komoroski, Roxanne Krueger, Donna
Lauterbach, Sandy Letterle, Dominic Lettrich, Alexander Lloyd, Renee Lukehart, Robert Madar,
Connie Magyar, Daniel Maines, Sandy Maines, Mary Ann Maudhuit, Judy McBride, William McKinley,
Carol Meador, Dave Michler, Janet Mondron, Mary Morian, Jackie Mueller, Tom Nagy, Carol Nemetz,
Katherine ‘Kit’ Nichols, Tony Pavlik, John Rakar, Jesse Rodgers, Silvano Rossini, Teddy Smith, Martin
Stephan, Jack Sumrok, Geoffrey Thor, Ted Verheyen, David Veschi, Katie Wessel, Veronica Whitico,
Margaret Wilson, the recipients of our Prayer Shawl Ministry, and all those who prefer to remain
anonymous.
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UPCOMING EVENTS -

Saturday, August 1
Sunday, August 2
Monday, August 3
Tuesday, August 4

7:00pm - Knights of Columbus Meeting, Transfiguration Meeting Room

Wednesday, August 5

2:00pm - Eucharistic Adoration, Saint Victor Church
3:00pm - Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Saint Victor Church

Thursday, August 6

11:00am - Rosary, Saint Victor Campus
7:00pm - Parish Bingo, Saint Victor Activity Building

Friday, August 7
Saturday, August 8
Sunday, August 9
LITURGICAL MINISTRY
SCHEDULE
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, August 8 | 4:00pm
Lector: Phyllis Bagaley
EMHC: Ann Porter
Altar Servers: Makenzie Cypher
Saturday, August 8 | 6:00pm
CONTRIBUTION REPORT Lol BB
EMHC: Jenn Rodgers
Week of Ju|y 12, 2026 Altar Servers: Collin Rodgers
Thank you for your donation! Sunday, August 9 | 9:00am
Offertory Collection Parish Assessments Lector: Erica Steele
EMHC: Judi Damon
Weekly Goall $9,000 Weekly Goall $2470 Altar Servers: Carson & Eric Dietrich
This Week $10,715 This Week $855 Sunday, August 9 | 11:00am
Lector: Patrick Murphy
Actual Year to Date $19,166 Actual Year to Date $2,207 EMHC: Mary Grasha-Houpt
Altar Servers: William Geraci &
Budget Year to Date $18,000 Budget Year to Date $4,940 Giovanni Zottola
Surplus (Deficit) $1166 Surplus (Deficit) ($2,733)




Our Lady of the Lakes Parish

e PARISH NEWS & NOTES

at our Parish Feast Day

Mass & Picnic in the Park

Join us for an outdoor Mass at
1:00pm followed by a family picnic!

August 16, 2026

Hamburgers, hot dogs, and
beverages will be provided.
Please bring a dessert or side
dish to share.

Feast Day Mass & Picnic in the Park
Need-to-Know:

e Sign-up in the back of church if you will attend!

¢ Mass will be at 1:00pm followed by the picnic.

e This Mass will fulfill your Sunday obligation.

e Hamburgers, hot dogs, and beverages will be
provided. Please bring a dessert or side dish.

e Taxi service will be provided from the parking lot
to the pavilion.

Help/Items Still Needed:

e Pop-up tents

¢ High School Teens &
Older - Help is needed to
load/unload chairs and
tables on Saturday,
August 15th, at 10:00am
at the STV Activity
Building, and Sunday,
August 16th, at 10:30am
at the park. Any amount

of time is appreciated!

Call Judi at
412-496-8582 if you
can help or have a tent we

can borrow. Thank you!

SANCTUARY LAMP

Week of July 26th

Transfiguration Church

“In Loving Memory of Mary Kasarda”
by Mary Lou Vidic

| FAMILY NIGHT AT THE RACES

Hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 5501 on Saturday,
September 12, at the Saint Victor Activity Building. With a $10
advanced purchase of horse-naming rights, you and your
children (18 years and under) receive admission and food
and refreshments throughout the evening. Should the horse
you name win its race, you will receive $50. Individual bets at
race time are optional. Winners share 50% of the take.
Admission is $5.00 per adult without purchase of advanced
naming rights. There is no charge for children age 10 or
younger, accompanied by a parent or guardian. Doors to the
track open at 5:30pm with racing planned to start at 7:00pm.
Advanced ticket sales will follow all Masses this weekend.

ALL MAKES ¢ ALL MODELS « ALL YEARS WELCOME!

FIRST 50 CARS
GET A DASH
PLAQUE!

9 OUR LADY OF THE LAKES PARISH
531 BAIRDFORD ROAD
BAIRDFORD, PA 15006

124-427-9587

FREE ADMISSION!
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COMMUNITY NEWS -

YOUNG CATHOLIC
PROFESSIONALS

PITTSBURGH, PA

H/APRY
HOUR

For Members and Mentors

= t—h AUG
+
‘ 18

|
fp—

Hyacinth Hall
224 37th St, Pittsburgh, PA 15201,

United States

7PM-9PM

with 6:30 PM Mass

RSVP HERE!

YCPPITTSBURGH.COM

ENROLL FOR FALL 2026 AT SJHS

Be part of a dynamic community, offering many
advantages: an affordable education, exceptional
academics, sports, musicals, science, art, and so much
more! Each class at SJHS is a close group who share
experiences, traditions and individualized attention. The
cost is affordable for every family's budget with every
family receiving aid! Schedule your visit today. Visit
SaintJosephHS.com or contact the Admission Office at
admissions@SaintJosephHS.com or 724-224-5552.

SENIORS FOR SAFE DRIVING
COURSE

Seniors for Safe Driving and Representative Jeremy Shaffer
will host this PennDOT-approved course for drivers age
55+ who want a refresher in safe driving techniques. Class
will be held at Haompton Twp. Community Center (3101
McCully Road, Allison Pork), on Wednesday, September 16,
from 9:00am-1:00pm. Drivers who complete the course will
receive a certificate to give to their insurance companies
to receive a 5% discount on their policy good for three
years. Fee is $17 per student, payable to Seniors for Safe
Driving. Call 1-800-559-4880 to register.

FROM THE GROUND UP

Fall Prevention Seminar
Allegheny-Kiski Health Foundation is hosting this free

seminar conducted by Diane Markovitz, a licensed physical

therapist, on September 23rd from 1:00-3:30pm at One
Acee Drive Natrona Heights. Participants will learn fall
prevention techniques, ways to get up and down from the
floor, and how to help others to do so. Wear comfortable
clothes and supportive shoes. If you don't feel up to
participating in the exercises, you are welcome to observe.
RSVP by emailing pkuzmirek@akhealth.org. Space is
limited, so please be sure to reserve a spot.

‘,}9 RETROUVAILLE

a lifeline for gour mariage

WANT A BETTER
MARRIAGE-'?

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry
with each other?

Do you argue or have you just stopped talking
to each other?

Does talking about it only make
it worse?

RETROUVAILLE

helps couples through difficult times in their marriages.
This program has helped thousands of couples
experiencing difficulties in their marriage.

For confidential information visit our web site.

Contact Us .

© 412-277-3434

https://helpourmarriage.org/ @ 3041R@HelpOurMarriage.org

\ ADDICTION

.y RECOVERY MASSES

4 FORHEALING

Thursday, August 6, 2026

'~ 6:00PM

St Vitus Church - Holy Spirit Parish
910 Mercer Street

New Castle, PA 16101

Sunday, August 23, 2026
6:00PM

St Paul Church - All Sains Parish
128 N.McKean Street

Butler, PA 16001

We gather to seck grace, healing,
and help for all those touched by
addiction - that no one need to
face this struggle alone.
Plcase come - family, friends or
those struggling with an
addiction.

All are Welcome!



Cp'eneed funeral planning-

an investment in peace of mind.
At-need funeral arrangement-
when you need a friend.

Traditional & Cremation Services
Serving the Community Since 1948

Siwicki-
anicko

FUN

E R AL H-OME

www.siwicki-yanickofh.com
Email: info@siwicki-yanickofh.com

ON-Site Crematory
23 McKrell Rd. * Russellton, PA 15076 (724) 265-3800

William A. Yanicko

Supervisor

& 0

FREEPORT

344 Second St Freeport
724-295-2320
freeportmonumentalworks.net
P. Pofi & Sons  Est. 1921
"A Better Built Monument”

MONUMENTAL WORKS

Mexican
Restaurant

5517 William Flynn Highway - Gibsonia
724.444.8423

J

www.TequilajaliscoGibsonia.com !i 7
J

When the individual is
special, che funeral 1
home should be oo, *

724-443-1505
I

att Schellhaas, Supervisor
SchellhaasFH.com

ALLEGHENY VALLEY
CHIROPRACTIC ASSOCIATES

“Providing Professional Services since 1978”
Russellton, PA | 724-265-2100
russelltonchiropractor.com
Richard W. DiSanti Jr., D.C., Parishioner

LIBERTY ROOFING PROS

Your Local Roofing Pros!

724-605-4024
libertyroofingpros.com

ai
Matthew R. DiSanti, D.C.
Steer City SPINE & SPORTS
Mars, PA | 724-687-7463
steelcityspineandsports.com

PLUMBING : HEATING |,
AIR CONDITIONING ~ ¢

\Weltreatiyour)

A/C Check

888.333.1819
www.Kennihans.com

House Calls Made! J#io0r e
Over 40 Years of Experience. All Work is
Fully Guaranteed. Estimates Available.

Palmer Pharmacy

Your local pharmacy for over 70 years

* Medication Reviews

« Pill Packing

* Vaccines

* Personalized Ordering
* Pet Health

* Catoris Candies

* Unique Gifts and Cards

(King Funeral Home
& Cremation Services, Inc.

724-443-2500
James A. Trivoli, Supervisor
www.kingfuneralhome.com

BK

FINANCIAL .
Tox Preparation
& Rccounting Services
William D. Yanicko, CPA
Kimberly D. Yanicko, MST
724-265-2222
27 McKiell Rd. * Russellcon, PA
¢ chedule your

appointment, or drop off
your return today.

Church Bu

Pennsylvania
CatholicMatch.com/PA

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Advertise in Our

lletin!

Contact Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6318

&;V
RIVER VALLEY

VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Richard D.
Linkenheimer, DVM

1046 Pittsburgh Street
Springdale, PA 15144

Jﬂ/h Marshall
é’m‘e//}g

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

724-444-1384

www.johnmarshallcatering.com
info@johnmarshallcatering.com
weddings@johnmarshallcatering.com

724-274-5575

miss ou'

Get this bulletin delivered

straight to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

<l

Homes
Kingston
Ranch Homes
Cheswick

[=

@ Scan Me

DECORATED MODEL | SCHEDULE A VISIT

o

B TAETRG [k General Contractor
—— @wirp. —— BRONCO BRNARDIC
“We Build It Best!”

164 East Union Rd « Cheswick
724.265.5335

broncob@consolidated.net - www.brnardic.com

We're Hiring Ad
Sales Executives

« Paid Training
« Full-time with Benefits

Visit www.Ipicommunities.com/cqreers

Support Our Advertisers!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish - Bairdford, PA

14-1310



