
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time June 13, 2021 

 

 

Opening Our Parish of Our Lady of the Lakes 

 

Emerging from the fog of the pandemic, two important challenges face us. First and foremost, involves the usual day to 

day necessary operations, normalizing the celebration of the Mass and Sacraments, regularizing Sacramental and CCD 
preparation, etc. Likewise, fellowship and fundraising events must be reinstituted, laying the groundwork of charity for 

others and restoring financial stability. 

 

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish exists to give glory and praise to God through the celebration of the Mass and to provide 
us strength to live Holy lives. The dispensation to attend Sunday Masses and Holy Days of Obligation remains in effect 

for everyone. However, there are a couple of unwritten provisos. 

 

If after receiving the full course of the COVID-19 vaccine your physician still does not want you to attend Mass, then 

please do not attend Mass. Stay home. Follow your doctor’s advice. On the other hand, if you’re going out to dinner, 

shopping at Walmart-Macy’s-Target-etc., attending a Pirate baseball game, etc., then perhaps the dispensation no 

longer MORALLY applies to you, and you should resume attending Mass. To date, even at the height of the pandemic, no 
one has contact-traced their COVID-19 illness to Our Lady of the Lakes Church. 

 

The second challenge centers on fellowship and fundraising. What a proud moment our Parish enjoyed in bringing 

together the vaccination clinic, which vaccinated almost 1500 people! While individuals inside and outside the Parish en- 

sured the success, it was mainly those individuals associated with Parish groups (Knights of Columbus, Ladies of 
Charity, Men’s Club, Women’s Guild) who provided a structure of people necessary for success. Men and women MUST 

begin to join these groups for the success of our Parish! Very little time and effort was necessary and look at the 
results regarding the Vaccine Clinic! We need you to join! You must join for a successful Our Lady of the Lakes Parish. 

 

Finally, we have the area of finances. To be certain, like every other parish, our collections have been down. Makes 
sense in light of the pandemic. However, our losses have not been as steep as surrounding parishes. Thank God and 

thank you. Nonetheless, we have taken serious financial losses at the collection, fish fry, bingo, etc. 

 

Again, not only do we directly need the money, but we need YOU - your talent, your ideas, your efforts, we need YOU! I 

cannot pay someone to take up the collection, work the fish fry and bingo, etc. If you can give extra in the collection, 

thank you. The fish fry makes approximately $65,000 year, we need you. The bingo makes a little over $2000/week, we 
need YOU. 

 

 
~ Fr. Jim 


