
 

 

Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 

before Abraham came to be, I AM.”  So they 

picked up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid 

and went out of the temple area.  John 8: 58-59 

 

 

One of the more ancient Lenten customs of the Church that seems to have fallen by the wayside in 

recent years is the practice of veiling crosses and statues during all or part of Lent.   

There is evidence that this custom of veiling the sacred images existed as early as the 10th century.  

Detailed directions dating back to the 13th century stipulated that the veils were to remain on all images 

and relics from the first Monday of Lent until Easter Monday; eventually the veiling became associated 

with the Fifth Sunday of Lent, which was then known as “Passion Sunday”, and in particular with the 

words of that Sunday’s Gospel, “Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple.”  Virtually all crucifixes 

and images remained veiled from Passion Sunday until the singing of the “Gloria” at the Easter Vigil 

Mass on Holy Saturday.  A notable exception to this, as decreed by the Congregation of Sacred Rites in 

1885, is that the images of the Stations of the Cross were not to be veiled.   By leaving the Stations of 

the Cross uncovered, our attention is centered on the Passion and death of Jesus.   

“The presentiment of that awful hour of our Savior’s passion leads the afflicted mother [the 

Church] to veil the image of her Jesus; the cross is hidden from the eyes of the faithful.  The 

statues of the saints, too, are covered; for it is but just that, if the glory of the Master be eclipsed, 

the servant should not appear.”     ~ Abbot Gueranger  ~ 

 

Until 1970, the Roman Missal prescribed the veiling of the sacred images for the universal Church.  The 

current edition of the Roman Missal leaves it to the discretion of the national conferences of bishops, as 

indicated in the following rubric which appears in the Missal just before the Fifth Sunday of Lent and in 

the Ordo  [Order of Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and Celebration of the Eucharist]: 

“In the dioceses of the United States, the practice of covering crosses, statues and images 

throughout the church on the Fifth Sunday of Lent may be observed. Crosses remain covered 

until the end of the celebration of the Lord's Passion on Good Friday, but statues and images 

remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.” 

Another rubric from the Congregation for Divine Worship’s Circular Letter Concerning the Preparation 

and Celebration of the Easter Feasts published in 1988 states: 

“[following the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday,] it is fitting that any crosses in the 

church be covered with a red or purple veil, unless they have already been veiled on the Saturday 

before the Fifth Sunday of Lent.  Lamps should not be lit before the images of saints.”  

 


