
What if everything went according to plan? Wouldn't that be

lovely??!! Unfortunately life is not so and we are often required to

adjust. In our classrooms students hear about this ability to adapt

and adjust using the term "flexible thinking". Flexible thinking

allows us to think about things differently, consider others'

perspectives, problem-solve, and process through our own

emotions. While these are incredibly valuable skills for our children,

this week I got to witness the extent to which our teachers are

constantly demonstrating flexible thinking.

Each teacher starts the unit, the week, the day, the class with a

plan in mind. To not have a plan would be foolish. But to be

anchored to the plan would also be foolish. The needs of our

students are the most essential element in any given lesson and

using flexible thinking our teachers are able to integrate student

progress and observations about social dynamics as they tweak

and adjust their plans. For a teacher, it's like a "Choose Your Own

Adventure" book - have a plan, adjust as needed, adjust again

based on the success or struggle, keep moving toward the goal.

This week Mrs. Carosella had three plans for the week -- each

dependent upon the successes and struggles her students might

demonstrate.

I wonder if we as parents talk about the many times we have to

adjust our plans? I think our kids think we have it all together all (or

most of) the time. Can we model for them our flexible thinking -

our problem-solving to get every kid to every practice on time, how

we give consideration to the feelings of others as we choose a

course of action, or how someone else might see the situation

we're facing. Being able to pull back the curtain on our thinking

and processing may open the door to new conversations or change

the dynamics of others.  

Our flexible thinking might be an even more impressive super-

power than our ability to "have it all together"!

Kyla

FLEXIBLE THINKING

Upcoming Events

October 21,  2022

Sunday, October 30
Book Fair Kicks Off!

Wednesday, October 26
All School Mass

Friday, October 28
PTO Dress Down Day
First Pretzel Day!

Monday, October 31 - Halloween!
Winter Uniform Begins
Pumpkin Carving Contest
PTO's Trunk or Treat
SJNCS Halloween Parade



BOXES OF JOY

Our Boxes of Joy are starting to arrive back in the 

 school filled to the brim with love and gifts!  Thank you

to those families! 

If you have yet to fill your box, maybe your student

would like to let the recipient know a little bit about

them! Included in your student's Friday Folder today

and on page # & # of today's Weekly are pages your

student can complete and include in their box!!

The filled boxes and the $9 to pay for shipping are due

back in the school office by next Friday, October 28th.

Extra boxes are available in the office if your family

would like to fill more than one! We thank you for

demonstrating to your children the importance of

taking care of all of God's children.

Mrs. Hockley will be out of school from Tuesday,

October 25 through Friday, October 28, visiting another

school as part of the Middle States Association's 

 Accreditation Process.  Ms. Henry will stand in as the

acting principal.

OUR FEARLESS LEADER

PARADE, EARLY DISMISSAL,
COSTUME GUIDELINES & TRUNK
OR TREAT SIGN UP!

Masks that are part of a costume will be permitted

during the costume parade ONLY.

Wigs are permitted.

Face paint and make up are NOT permitted.

Horror, blood, weapons, gore, etc. are NOT permitted. 

All costumes must be modest in nature with no

exposed midriffs.

The annual Halloween parade will take place on Monday,

Oct. 31 at 2 pm in the front parking lot. Please feel free to

bring your lawn chair, come join us and enjoy the parade.

If you are coming for the parade and want to pick up

your child immediately following? Please complete this

form by Friday, October 29th at 9AM to help us expedite

that process! If the person picking your child up has not

picked them up before, remind them that they will need

a photo ID to confirm who they are. If you have multiple

children, please complete the form for each child

individually.

SJNCS does have costume requirements to ensure the

safety and enjoyment of all of our students:

Please check out the flier on page 6 for extra details

about Halloween at SJNCS and DON'T MISS PTO's flier

about this year's Trunk or Treat Sign up on page 5!!

PUMPKIN CARVING CONTEST

It's now time to pick your pumpkin and plan your

design for the SJNCS Pumpkin Carving & Decorating

Contest! Pumpkins can be created by a student, staff or

family and can include intricate carving or creative

decorating! Last year's pumpkins were out of this world

and we cannot wait to see what this year will bring!

Pumpkins cannot be delivered to the school until

morning drop-off on Monday, October 31st and must be

picked up at the end of the day. The specially selected

judges will perform their judging duties during the day

and winners will be announced. Good luck to all our

contestants and we can't wait to see some gourd-geous

pumpkins!!

STAFFING CHANGES
Mrs. Stephanie Mazur, who has done a fantastic job

running our cafeteria, has now been hired through the

parish to do work to assist with finances on the school

side including payroll, accounts receivable and

accounts payable. Mrs. Mazur, who earned an

accounting degree from Shippensburg University, also

has a background in non-profit audits. Thank you Mrs.

Mazur for sharing your many gifts with us!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeElLCdv-dNnaiYcQQKhVm6jLvgKfZERyltNOaIJlUda-heuA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeElLCdv-dNnaiYcQQKhVm6jLvgKfZERyltNOaIJlUda-heuA/viewform


VETERANS FOR VETERANS DAY

As we prepare for Veterans Day, we are interested in

finding out who the veterans are in our school. Are you

or your child's grandparents either in active service,

honorably discharged or retired military? Please email

Mrs. Wolfe at wolfeja@sjnschoollancaster.org in the

school office to let us know so! 

WELCOME CHILLY MORNINGS!
Fall is in the air and that means chilly mornings! If the

feels like temperature is 35 degrees or above, SJNCS is

outside at drop-off and pick-up, as well as recess. Please

make sure your student comes to school with the

appropriate layers!

 The Scholastic Book Fair begins on Monday, October 31

and runs through Friday, November 4. Grades K

through 8 will visit the Book Fair during the school day

and have the opportunity to purchase books, play

games and win prizes. PK and their parents, as well as

all school parents are invited to shop with their children

everyday after school until 4 pm. The Book Fair will also

be open after all Masses on Sunday, November 6th. In

today's Friday Folder your student should have received

a preview flyer including information on how to set up

your ewallet, which allows you to preload funds

electronically for your child to use at the Book Fair. Any

ewallet balances from last year have carried over to this

year. For more information visit scholastic.com/fair.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

The month of November provides us with two

opportunities to observe important remembrance

events: November 2 marks the feast of All Souls Day

and the Church remembers all of the faithfully

departed during the month of November and

November 11 marks Veterans Day. As a school

community we would like to honor individuals in both

of these categories. In last week's Friday Folder, you

should have received a letter explaining our plans as

well as a star and cloud to be completed by your family.

Please return these as soon as possible and no later

than Thursday, Nov. 4. If you need additional stars or

clouds, please let Mrs. Snyder know

(snyderdo@sjnschoollancaster.org) and she will send

more home.

NOVEMBER CLOUDS & STARS

SAVE THE DATE!

Our annual Christmas show will be Wednesday

December 14. This year's show will take on a very

different look from the past AND there will be 2 shows. 

 Show times are 1PM and 6:30PM, with each show

featuring a different soloist and performers in the

nativity.  The 6:30PM show will be live-streamed.  Both

shows will be in the church and will be SURE to

astound the audience!! Please mark this date on your

calendars now. All students in PreK through 8th grade

perform in the show; if there is a conflict that cannot be

resolved, a written request must be sent to Mrs. Knouse

and Mrs. Hockley.  

http://scholastic.com/fair


LCHS Fun Run

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?

Mrs. Snyder:
Attendance Issues (Coming in Late/Leaving,

Early/Medical Appointments/Dismissal Changes)

School Payments & Billing (Tuition/ Extended Care/ Lunch)

Health & Safety (Medications/Injuries/Sickness)

Extended Care

District Transportation

Uniforms

Mrs. Wolfe:
Admissions (New Family Referrals)

Advancement (Business Sponsorships/EITC & SPE/

Celebrate Auction/Golf Outing/SJNCS Annual Fund/

School Donations)

Communications (SJNCS Weekly Newsletter/Social Media)

Volunteer Opportunities

CROSS COUNTRY FUN RACE

The Lancaster Catholic Cross Country team is excited to

host the First Annual Crusader Cross Country

Invitational on Sunday, November 6. This FUN run/race

is open to all students K-8th grade who attend one of

the Catholic grade schools, parishes or who are enrolled

in a Parish CDC program. Runners will run the grounds

of the Lancaster Catholic athletic complex and finish on

the school track. Registration form and more

information can be found on page 8 of today's Weekly.

Use the QR code in the school office as soon as you

are done volunteering

Use this link to record them now

Use the link on our website under the Parent tab the

next time your volunteer

If you have started earning service hours to count

toward your family's 30 required hours, make sure you

are recording them as you go! There are three easy

places to record those important hours:

We will send an update in January so you are aware of

how many hours your family has logged. Watch for

additional volunteer opportunities in the SJNCS Weekly!

RECORD THOSE HOURS

SJNCS is once again hosting  our Annual Thanksgiving

Dinner on Wednesday, November 16! This special day

includes a dress up day (as opposed to a dress down

day) and a Thanksgiving dinner served during your

student's lunch period. DK Smokin BBQ will once again

be catering this special lunch.

Please check out the flyer on page 7 of today's

Weekly with all of the information as well as the link

to purchase this meal.  RSVP's are mandatory and

can only be made through the provided link.  A

separate form must be filled out for each student.

Deadline to RSVP is Sunday, November 6.

Gobble Gobble!

THANKSGIVING DINNER!

Do you have the best ideas for auction items? Love a

good spreadsheet? Enjoy reaching out to other

members of the community? Then we would love to

have you join the SJNCS Celebrate Committee!

Celebrate is SJNCS's largest fundraiser - an amazing

online auction filled with everything you ever wanted!

and more! Please consider joining with us to put it all

together! It's a great way to get service hours - without

clearances! Contact Mrs. Wolfe at

wolfeja@sjncslancaster.org if you are interested in

joining the team! We're scheduling our first committee

meeting so don't delay!

DO YOU CELEBRATE??

Celebrate!Celebrate!Celebrate!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZwpU3iFBmaT-46tasvfMzbWQHkeDV0AkVk2H5gySMyzqIWg/viewform


TrunkTrunk
TreatTreator

October 31
1pm to 1:45pm

14 spaces available for
candy toting decorated vehicles!

SJNCS School Parking Lot

SJNCS PTO Presents

Reserve your Space Here!!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544ada82ba2ff2-sjncs1


Monday, October 31st at 2PM

SJNCS Spooktacular!
Pumpkin Carving/Decorating

 Categories for judging:
PreK -3rd grade
4th-8th grade
Family/Group

Faculty & Staff
 

Costume Parade

Parents & grandparents are welcome to bring their lawn chairs
and join us for our annual costume parade around the front
parking lot.
Students in K through 2nd grade may report to school in
costume.  Students in 3rd through 8th grade will change into
costumes.  Specific costume guidelines will follow in a separate
communication, including PreK costume guidelines.

Monday, October 31
ALL Pumpkins Arrive

All Pumpkins are
Judged

ALL PUMPKINS MUST
GO HOME!



Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner

Wednesday, November 16
During your student's lunch period

The cost  of  the  d inner  i s  $6  for  s tudents  in  grades  PreK
through 2  and  $8  for  s tudents  in  grades  in  3  through  8 .

This year's menu includes:

Turkey with gravy on the side Bread Stuffing

Mashed Potatoes Broccoli Florets Corn

Whoopie Pie

RSVP's are mandatory and can only be made through the link below.
A separate form must be filled out for each student.

Any indication made on the Nov/Dec Lunch Order Form does not
count and you need to sign up through the link below. 

Deadline to sign up is Sunday, November 6!

Here's my Turkey RSVP! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqskXz_0ywIqDaAG8IjS2-HE6pY1hpfEM4oJQhuBUi8E0jjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqskXz_0ywIqDaAG8IjS2-HE6pY1hpfEM4oJQhuBUi8E0jjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link









