Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish

790 26 1/2 Road Grand Junction, Colorado 81506
Phone: (970) 242-6121 Fax: (970) 256-0276  www.ihmgjt.org

PASTOR Rev. Chrysogonus Nwele, Ph.D. PAROCHIAL VICAR Fr. Selvanathan
Deacon Luke Konantz Deacon Leo Truscott

Immaculate Heart of Mary Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday Masses: 7:30 am, 10:00 am & 6:00 pm
Monday-Saturday: 8:00 am
Holy Days: Anticipated Mass, 6:00 pm
Holy Day Masses 8:00 am & 6:00 pm
Reconciliation: Saturday: 2:00 pm — 3:30 pm or
by appointment
& Adoration: Every Friday of the Month Office hours: M-F 9:00 am -
y 5:00 pm

St. Ann, Palisade Sunday Mass: 9:15 am Holy Days: TBD
10:30 am Mass each Tuesday of the month

A Christmas Prayer from the Staff :

We pray that God blesses our Parish family during this Holy
season, giving everyone hearts full of joy with the Glory of
God! Please let the Holy Family inspire you. Lel Mary’s
openness, Joseph's courage and Jesus’ (ife ignite all families
with a spirit of light and love. May God's love bring you
peace this Christmas and albways. Amen
Have a very Merry Christmas!

Fr. Chrysogonus Nwele, Fr. Selvanathan Soosali,
Deacon Luke Konantz, Deacon Leo Truscott,
Maverick Burns, Judy Hirschfeld, Rick Aluise,
Justine Benedict, Molly Lather, Alison Bartlett,
Robin Redding, Linda Peck & July Downing
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Parish Staff Confessions Saturday Parish Part Time Staff
Pastor 2:00-3:30 Financial/ Business Manager
Fr. Chrysogonus Nwele, Ph.D. . Rick Aluise
(970) 242-6121 ext. 205 Parish Office Hours (970) 242-6121 ext.214
cnwele@ihmgjt.org 9:00-5:00 M-F raluise@ihmgjt.org
Parochial Vicar . .
F Sabaperihon Please call the office to schedule Music & Liturgy
(970) 242-6121 ext.208 a home or hospital visit. Molly Lather
pvicar@ihmgjt.org (970) 242-6121 ext. 212
Emergency Anointing musicdirector@ihmgjt.org

(970) 242-6121 — press 9

Pastoral Assistant
Alison Bartlett
Funerals, Baptisms,
Columbarium, Marriage &
Homebound Ministry
(970) 242-6121 ext.206
pastoralassistant@ihmgjt.org

Religious Education
Faith Formation K-12th
Justine Benedict
970-242-6121 ext. 204
faithformation@ihmgjt.org

Technology
Parish Secretary Linda Peck
Judy Hirschfeld 970-242-6121 ext. 207
(970) 242-6121 ext. 201 Lpeck@ihmgjt.org

jhirschfeld@ihmgjt.org

Maintenance l”’;‘ ' — ;.q& Deacon Luke Konantz

Maverick BLH'ITS ‘\ Bookkeeper ¢ 4 970-21 6_9670
(370 242-G121 &L 210 folin Redding Deacon Leo Truscott
mburns@ihmgjt.org y 970-242-6121 ext.211 v 970-640-4717
D bookkeeper@ihmght.org '

Please Pray For:

Dave McWilliams, Allison Lather, Laely Allons, Sue Burns, Choe Gasperini, Phyllis Shupak, Penny Olesky,
Sofia Grasso, Lorita Perry, Kay Siegel, Thomas Gannon, Christian Grandon & Family, Nancy Boggus,
Tiffany Hughes, Bernard Kochevar, Joan Burns, Emilie Stoddard, Joan Wasinger, Yvonne Beuerle,
Veronica Cukro, Tia Hasley, Jonathon Aluise, Beverly Wacker, Jack, Rich Jurewicz, Mike Beaudoin,
Penney Barger, Karen Hernandez, Alice Bristol, Chris Love, Diane Gigliotti, Gerry Lemarr, Dolores K., Fr. Carlos Gallardo,
Theresa Brandorff, Lee Byram, Juli, Alex & Ashlynn Kirstatter, Chuck Rosa, Bob Ferencsik, Richard Hopkins, Olivia, Stephanie Lane,
Marty Olesky, Tom Graves, Charles Chisholm, Tim Allons, Nikki Allons, Kim B. and for all those written in the Red Book of Prayer .

Weekend Mass Schedule

We would like to welcome you to

: “The Chosen” will be shown on
B Thursday’s in the IHM  Friendship room
" beginning January 12 after the daily

(MU.M Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish! Mass. This multi-season television drama is about the
4:00 pm on Saturdav, 7:30 & 10:00 beginning of Jesus Christ’s public ministry. Each episode runs
: 4 approximately 45 minutes. Come re-acquaint yourself with
\ Sd'wdme am and 6:00 pm SUﬂda}' Jesus’ ministry and meet his Apostles. It is amazing!
St. Ann’s in Palisade 9:15 am Grab a cup of coffee and join us. Questions call

Bob Bianchi 970-822-1147

Sunday
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CHRISTMAS A: DECEMBER: 25
“GOD IS WITH US.”
(Is: 52:7-10; Heb: 1:1-6; Jn: 1:1-18)

Dear Friends in Jesus Christ,

First of all | wish you all, A VERY HAPPY AND MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.
| am very happy to see you all through this Homily.

“Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders.”

Today is Christmas day, the day we have long awaited and prepared for. Christmas is a milestone in the
history of our salvation. It is wonderful to know that “God is With Us.”

Today, God has proved the depth of his love by fulfilling his promise. The Word of God is no longer just
the message spoken by prophets. It is now, a human person. The Word has become flesh through the Blessed
Virgin Mary. The central message of today's celebration is the incarnation and the fullness of God's divine
revelation in Christ.

Our first reading from Isaiah finds its sphere of accomplishment in the birth of Jesus Christ, and in His life
and ministry. Isaiah proclaims: “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one who brings Good
News.” In deed the Good News Himself is among us. It is the Good News of love, peace, charity, and happiness.
Above all, it is a Good News of life and salvation.

Therefore, we, who have waited faithfully, patiently, and vigilantly during the season of Advent, must raise
our voices and shout for joy, because the Lord our God is now with us. The call of the prophet today is a call to
celebrate Emmanuel, God with us. It is a call to be joyful.

In our second reading, the letter to the Hebrews captures, and presents what God did for us today in a
spectacular manner: “God Spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time...he has spoken to
us through the son he appointed to inherit everything...He is the radiant light of God'’s glory and the perfect copy
of his nature....”

The letter to the Hebrews simply means that God has fulfilled the promise he made through the prophet in
the past. This is by revealing the hidden mystery of our salvation. Now, we are the favored ones. That is, as
many of us as have received the new born baby into our hearts. Revelation has reached its apogee today and
the hidden mystery of the old covenant has been fully revealed in Jesus Christ. Therefore, we need no more
public revelation.

The gospel of John also gives us a synopsis of what happened today. That is, the divine incarnation of
God: The Word was made flesh, He lived among us, and we saw His glory.” The Word which was with the
Father as Spirit is now with us both as flesh as well as spirit. Hence, while not losing His divinity, God through
Christ his son, has condescended to become like us. What a great love that God has shown to us his people!

Therefore, today we celebrate Sacrifice. So, we too must be ready to sacrifice something for the good of
our brothers and sisters as Christ did by coming to share in our nature. We celebrate today Humility. So, we must
learn to be humble from Christ who in spite of being God took our nature. We celebrate the reign of peace. That
is, peace not as the world gives it, but as God promised to offer it to those who believe in him (Jn 14:21). Also,
we celebrate the accomplishment of hope in Jesus Christ.

Finally, today is a day of joy. Once again, | wish all of you my dear Brothers and Sisters a wonderful and
fun filled celebration of this joyful season. Let the New Born child bring you and your family and friends Peace,
Joy, Love and Happiness. Therefore, let us: “Sing psalms to the Lord with harps. With the sound of trumpets and the sound

of the horn let us acclaim the King, the Lord” who is with us. Merry Christmas!

To conclude this Reflection, the Hymn came to my mind from Bernadette Farrell

“Christ be Our Light”
Christ, be our light! Shine our hearts. Shine in our darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your Church, gathered today.

Have a Lovely and Blessed Sunday to you all. Fr. Selva.
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We Greet Your Coming, a Praver

We greet your coming, God with wonder: You come to be with us; yet you remain far greater than we can imagine.
You are near; yet your wisdom sets you apart from us. You appear among us; yet we cannot describe your glory.

We greet your coming, God with repentance: We are satisfied with ourselves; but your presence exposes our sin and failure.
We are self-confident; but you challenge our confidence in ourselves. We are proud of our understanding;
but you show us that we do not know everything.

We greet your coming, God, with joy: We had no true idea of what you are like; but you have shown us yourselfin Jesus Christ.
We felt our human life could be of no importance to you; but you have shown its value by appearing among us as a man.
We are aware of the gulf between us and you; but you have bridged it with love.

God, we greet your coming in Jesus Christ our Lord!

Contemporary Prayers

Chili Supper TR Healing Masses
HM's PAC groupis GO
planning the Annual Chili Supper "

Saturday January 14, ¢ )
A&Ei’ the 4.00 pm Mass SUPPER

QN 7 We will be having Healing Masses, starting in January.

i We will need volunteer Lectors, EM's, Altar Servers, and
Hospitality Ministers. If you would like to volunteer for any of
these dates, please sign up in the narthex, call Alison in the
parish office at 970-242-6121

The dates for the whole year are as follows:

IHM Eucharistic Adoration

Every Friday of the month we will have January 11, 2023 12:00 noon
| Adoration in the Chapel following the 8 am mass May 10, 2023 6:00 p-nl.
: . T _ September 13,2023 12:00 Noon
until 5:00 pm. There is a signup sheet in the

October 11,2023 6:00 p.m.

Narthex.

A memorial mass for
Catholic Daughter, Pat Hurley,
will be on Dec. 30 at 8:00 am at

Immaculate Heart of Mary

Special Invitation

ﬁ Please join us for
an IHM Parish

Christmas Party!

), “Grace to you and peace from God our
T ek Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
oneoursar  Experience God's grace and peace on the
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experience on:
Dillon: Apr. 28-30, Colorado Springs: June 2-4,
Durango: Sept. 15-17, Dillon: Nov. 3-5
For questions, or to find out more about a
Virtual Encounter Weekend, feel free to contact:

Brenda & Gary Granger: 720-213-8833
Space is limited, so reserve your
weekend early.
For more information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter, please

visit www.wwme.org.
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook! @wwmeColorado

Friday December 30
at 5:30 until 9:00 pm
Everyone is invited from

0 to 120 vears old!
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Minister Schedule for Dec. 31/Jan. 1 2023

All who are on this schedule have chosen to serve.

8:00 am Dec. 31 Mass () Michael Ensworth by Family
Presider: Fr. Chrysogonus Nwele

4:00 pm Dec. 31 Mass () Bob Hollingsworth by Kathleen
Hollingsworth

Presider: Fr. Selvanathan

Eucharistie: E. Hoy, M. Meyers, K. Sassano & 5 Vol.
Hospitality: R. Bertrand & 3 Vol.

Servers: 2 Volunteers

Lectors: B. Kline

7:30 am Jan. 1 Mass () James Boni by Family

Presider: Fr. Selvanathan

Eucharistic: M. Kiser, I. Snoddy, C. Ulman, D. Ulman & 4 Vol.
Hospitality: L. Duncan, G. Watts & 2 Vol.

Servers: M. Pierce

Lectors: J. Bennett

9:15 am Jan. 1 Mass at Palisade St. Ann’s
Presider: Fr. Chrysogonus Nwele

10:00 am Jan. 1 Mass (7) Deborah Stepisnik by Teri & Mike
Bom

Presider: Fr. Selvanathan
Eucharistic: J. Peugh, D. Peugh & 6 Vol.
Hospitality: J. Nasalroad & 3 Vol.
Servers: 2 Vol.

Lectors: K. Coomer

6:00 pm Jan. 1 (I) Chares Olesky by Charles Olesky

Presider: Fr. Chrysogonus Nwele

Eucharistic: M. Calderone, A. Rubalcaba, R. Thibault-Lloyd & 5 Vol.
Hospitality: B. Mills & 3 Vol.

Servers: 2 Volunteers

Lectors: P. Hall & N. Hall

Prayer Opportunities:
Morning Prayer: Monday-Friday 7:30am in the Sanctuary
Morning Mass: Monday-Saturday 8:00am in the Sanctuary

Readings for the Week of December 25, 2022
Sunday: IS 52:7-10 HEB 1:1-6 JN 1:1-18
Monday: ACTS 6:8-10, 7:54-59 MT 10:17-22
Tuesday: 1IN 1:1-4 JN20:1a & 2-8

Wednesday: 1JN 1:5-2:2 MT 2:13-18

Thursday: 1JN 2:3-11 LK 2:22-35

Friday: SIR 3:2-6, 12-14 MT 2:13-15, 19-23
Saturday: 1IN 2:18-21 N 1:1-18

Calendar of Events Week of Dec. 25,2022

Sunday, Dec. 25 10:00 am Mass
NO CLASSES
6:00 pm Mass

Monday, Dec. 26 8:00 am
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, Dec. 27 8:00 am Mass
6-9 Knights
7:00 pm Centering Prayer

Wednesday, Dec, 28  8:00 am Mass
NO CLASSES

Thursday, Dec. 29 8:00 am Mass

Friday, Dec. 30 8:00 am Mass
9 am - 5 pm Friday Adoration in Chapel
5:30 - 9:00 pm THM Christmas Party

Saturday, Dec. 31 8:00 am Mass
2:00-3:30 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass

Mass Intentions

Sunday Dec. 25, 2022
10:00 am - () Pro Populo
6:00 pm- (f) Pro Populo
Monday Dec. 26, 2022
8:00 am - (I) Pavetti & Petrafeso Families by Nancy Fallis

8:00 am - (I) Indie O’Leary by Deirdre McLoughlin
Wednesday Dec. 28, 2022

8:00 am- (I) All refugees of war conflicts, victims, oppressed &

persecuted by Anonymous

Thursday Dec. 29, 2022

8:00 am- (T) Cyril & Marita Pipan by Justine Tilger
Friday Dec. 30, 2022

8:00 am- (T) Ryan Philip by Sarah Carlson

8:00 am - (1) Pat Hurley by Catholic Daughters
Saturday Dec. 31, 2022

8:00 am - (7) Michael Ensworth by Family

4:00 pm- () Bob Hollingsworth by Kathleen Hollingsworth
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Veneration of the Altar
Continued from Last week...

The importance of the Altar
Among all the signs and symbols in the church, the altar occupies an important visible space. The altar is
the heart and center of every church. Size, style, design and denomination notwithstanding, every church has a
sanctuary and an altar. During the dedication of a Church, the altar is the center of the celebration. It is
anointed with Chrism and is made a symbol of Christ, who before all others, is called The Anointed One (ODCA
11: 16a). The altar is Christ. The altar is the perpetual sign of Christ in the Church. It is the visible sign of he
who is “The source of the churches unity and of fraternal harmony”. (ODCA 1V 48)

Why Venerate the Altar Salutatio Altaris

Reverence and venerate are the words used when the altar is revered with a bow, venerated with a kiss
and or when the altar is incensed. The altar is venerated because it is the symbol of Christ. Second, the altar
embodies all the people of God whom the priest represents. The priest brings the people of God and their
offerings to the altar to offer them up to God. Even as the people of God do not physically encircle the altar,
they are enumerated among the circle of offerings. This is why the altar is venerated with a kiss after it is
reverenced with a profound bow when the entrance procession reaches the sanctuary... Even when Mass is not
celebrated the altar may still be revered with a kiss during the liturgy of the Word outside the Mass or during
liturgy of the hours. Kissing the altar is an act of veneration proper to the nature and importance of the altar.
Kissing the altar can be interpreted as an act of adoration towards Christ himself. Pope Benedict, drawing from
the word adoration: ad-oration meaning: mouth to mouth, a kiss, an embrace, ultimately love. Therefore,
Salutation Altraris is an act of entering into ultimate love and embracing relationships with Christ before and
after undertaking a liturgical action on behalf of Christ and his Church.

Therefore, when the Priest enters the sanctuary (since the tabernacle is aligned directly to the altar) he
may take a bow or a genuflection. He then, with the concelebrants and the liturgical Deacons, venerates the
altar with a kiss. After the Mass, the principal celebrant with the liturgical deacons go back and venerate the
altar with a kiss. If these are a few concelebrants, they may join the principal celebrant in the kissing of the
Altar. If there are many co-celebrants, they may stand in their place and revere the altar with a bow or a
genuflection.

Any Other Reason

The altar is revered because it gained its importance from the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass which is
celebrated upon it. The altar is consecrated with the Chrism oil, for the single purpose of making it sacred. It is
set apart for the sacrifice of the Mass. The consecration of the altar during the dedication of a church is similar
to the Baptism of a new Christian. When the prayer of consecration and the altar is anointed with Chrism, the
Bishop then vests it with a white garment, just as a new Baptized person is vested. Second, the altar bears the
relics of a saint, or a martyr who died defending the faith. Historically, priests kissed the altar before blessing
the faithful. This symbolizes that the blessing comes from God, not from the priest. Christ the cornerstone of
our faith, is central to the consecration of the Holy Eucharist (Eph.2:20)

By Father Chrysogonus Nwele
Bernadette Hendrickson & Shirley Petroff
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Kids Corner- Nativity of the Lord
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BABY DONKEY NAZARETH
BETHLEHEM INN NIGHT
BIRTHDAY JESUS OXEN
BORN JOSEPH POOR
CHRIST MANGER STABLE
CcoLD MARY STAY
DARK MOTHER WRAPPED

Why is Christmas so special? Because
}g '

Christmas Table Prayer
i Lord God of Life,
' Together with the beautiful traditions of decarating the Christmas tree, of singing carols and .\\
e ,.‘ giving gifts. This Christmas dinner is an important part of our celebration of the birth of our [ B = \

Lord, Jesus Christ. o
Come Lord our God, and surround our feast day table as we delight in this joyous season of Q‘ '

' Christmas. Gift us in this meal with the taste of happiness as we savor this coming together of
family and friends. As sparkling stars and singing angels rejoiced at the birth of the Christ Child
in Bethlehem, so may we take great joy in this our Christmas dinner celebration.
May You, our God, bless it and us in Your holy name. Amen
“A Handbook for Worship in the Home”




HAINING
HOME SERVICES

970-242-4429

HEATING | COOLING | PLUMBING

GREG & JENNA DAHL
(970)640-4325

dahlbuilthomes@gmail.com
dahlbuilthomes.com -

=
DAHES

BRLAM uve

@iMFORIUM

Home o Usique Grers
Music Boxes

auLo

IMMACULATE HEART OF
WWW.IHMGJT.ORG

ONLINE GIVING

MARY

1Grace Varley
i Broker Associate

RE/VIEX
Certifiegxbszgtotiation 4000

Cell: (970) 210-4029

grace@gjproperties.com

(Bis

Tip Tor ScreeN SHOP
Re Screen - Security Screen Doors - New Screens - Entry
Screen Doors - Sliding Screen Doors - Delivery Available -
The Mobile Window & Door Screen Specialist

ReviGious & NFL Propucrs
3002 1-70 Business loop at 30 Road
Grand Junction, Colarado 81504
Y70434-NICK
Sat, 10-5:30, Sun, Closed

Doug & Mary Mansur
(970) 628-4186

Hours: Mon. -

Open 8:00-5:00
Monday thru Friday

www.tiptopscreenshop.com
Gift Certificates Available on our Website

Real Estate, With Kate!

e

A e

oty

PROPERTIES

Knights of Columbus - Council 13621

Ifinterested in becoming a member contact
Jim Nasalroad membership chairman
. 640-3263

Fr. Nicolas Bertrand Assembly 1319
1f vou are a Fourth Degree Knight and
would like to join our assembly please
contact Dave Peitz 640-8211

970-985-8555

www.KatePorras.com

Kate Porras, Realtor
Certified Residential Specialist

=y
e W

Whether.you're buying or selling, ¥il be tuith you every step of the ay!
Questions? Call me for a free consuiration.

@@,C COLORADO
COHC rete Accessories
Construction Supphies

(970) 242-4651

2474 Industrial Bivd, Grand Junction

Rebar Fabrlcation

www.concretetools.com

-{FCI

Censtructors. Inc.

We invite you to be
part of our family

Canstruction Manager
General Contractor

PO. Box 1767
Grand Junction, CO 81502

970 434-8093
970 434-7583 f

www.feiol.com

KayDee the
Cleaning Lady
Commercial &
Residential

KayDee Fukuzawa
Cell: 970.623.4722
Office: 970.241.1270

Pregnant? Problems?

Call BIRTHRIGHT J

Free and confidential help A .
Jor unplanned pregnancies
970-644-5788 & ;
253 White Avenue 970-24 00
Grand Junction, CO 81501 G °
100% pro life agency Annie D
To Place
an ad
an Ro
S e foryour
st business please
bbbl CO11taCT Bonnie \L)
~
Hartman
SUS ROSSHI
LA : at 243-4698.

Gallagher's Flooring
Pat and Char Smith

Carpet # Tile # Hardwood
Sales a8 Installation

970-245-6959

Trewelfalue.

START RIGHT. START HERE™

cafl A. Feghall, DDS e Fruita
el 2063 North Ave | 1690 Highway 68:50
245-9546 Grand Jct Co 81504  Fruita Co 81521

(970) 245-1736 (970) 858-3100

gjsmiles.com

Visit us on the web at:

wnw.fruevalue.comypeachtreety
wwiw.truevalue.com/grandjunctonty
www.truevalue.com/orchardmesatv
www.truevalue.com/fruitatv

Grand Jct | Orchard Mesa
1838 N. 12" Street | 2668 Highway 6&50

Grand Jet Co 81503 | Grand Jct Co 81503

(970) 245-1617 (970) 245-1617

GRAND JUNCTION
7th & Colorado

GRAND JUNCTION
1st & Patterson

FRUITA
401 Kokopelli Blvd

WWW.ENSTROM.COM

ENST ROM

TOFFEE & CONFECTIONERY

Callahan-Edfg}st

Mortuary & Crematory

2515 Patterson Road
Grand function, CO 81505
970-243-2450

The Columbarium cf Immaculate Heart cf Mary

A consecrated burial ground

for cremated remains

970-242-6121

pattons
printing ce.

your project. our priority.

= digital a offset printing

Dignity

LIFE WELL CELEBRATED

“Respectfully Serving the Grand Valley since 1910”

Senior Home Safety LLC
Colorado

970-596-5448
Certified SHS Specialist

Senlor Horme Safety
serciaiint

- = F
lal@seniorhomesafe.com

it custom graphic design

it promotional products

it direct-to-garment

i1 screenprint & embroidery
: ...and so much more.

970.245.5065

To allow everyone wa serve tolive their lives to the
fullest, through cleanliness, peace of mind, and
enhanced value of their homes and properties.

ABOVEALL

Window Cleaning & Services
(970) 464-1400
www.aboveallpro.com

2460 Patterson Road, Suite 18
www.pattonsprinting.com




