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Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News)—Addressing those gathered for the beatification of 
Ven. Pope Paul VI in St. Peter’s Square on Sunday, October 19, Pope Francis reminded 
Christians to live out the gospel message in “God’s newness.”

In his homily, the Pope said “A Christian who lives the gospel is ‘God’s newness’ in 
the Church and in the world. How much God loves this ‘newness’!”

An estimated 70,000 people, including Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI (Paul created 
him cardinal), attended the Mass to celebrate not only the closing of the Extraordinary 
Synod on the Family but also the life of Bl. Paul VI, who established the Synod of 
Bishops as a Church institution designed to help the pope with his magisterial [i.e., 
teaching] office.

Born Giovanni Battista Montini, he entered the Holy See’s Secretariat of State in 1922, 
where he served 32 years, becoming one of Ven. Pius XII’s closest advisors. 

In 1954, Pius (1939–1958) named him archbishop of Milan, Italy’s largest archdiocese, 
even though he had scant pastoral experience. 

After Pius’ death, many believe the cardinals elected St. John XXIII to the Chair of 
Peter only because Montini had not been made a cardinal before the previous pontiff ’s 
passing. That situation, however, was remedied when John made him a cardinal in 1958. 

Subsequently when that Pope died in 1963, Cardinal Montini ascended to the papacy. 
He chose the name Paul to identify with the apostle’s mission to evangelize. 

His was a tumultuous pontificate lived in turbulent times. Not only did he become 
pontiff during the Second Vatican Council—and was thus tasked with seeing it through 
to its conclusion—but he oversaw the years immediately following the Council. 

This period saw such developments as an exodus from the seminaries (in 1965 

Vatican—Vatican—Highlighting the clear fault lines in 
today’s Church, the Extraordinary Synod on the Family, 
held October 5–19, in Vatican City State, was a sometimes 
cacophonous examination of how Catholicism should meet 
the challenge of contemporary culture.

In the beginning…
 At the outset participants were told the Synod’s purpose 
was “to bring back to today’s world the attractiveness of 
the Christian message about marriage and the family.” 
This mission should be fulfilled in “highlighting the joy” 
received from living the Church’s teachings and at the 
same time “to respond in a true and charitable way to 

the many problems which have a special impact on the 
family today.”

Competing agendas 
However, considering how much attention two issues 
received in the secular media, one could be forgiven for 
thinking the Synod Fathers’ greatest concern was the pre-
cise way the Church should welcome same-sex couples 
and whether to give Communion to divorced and civilly 
remarried couples. 

This was likely no accident as there had been a pre-Synod 
attempt by primarily northern European prelates such as 
German Cardinals Walter Kasper and Richard Marx and 

England’s Vincent Cardinal Nichols to push a so-called “pro-
gressive” agenda. 

For the first week, observers had a difficult time discern-
ing what was actually happening within the hall, as the only 
accounts available were taken from briefings given by the 
Holy See’s press office. These often gave the impression that 
things were moving in a more “liberal” direction. 

The midterm report
Proof of this seemed to come on Monday, October 13, 
when Hungary’s Péter Cardinal Erdő released the midway 
point relatio on behalf of the Synod Fathers. Of the docu-
ment’s fifty-eight paragraphs, the four concerning same-sex 
orientation and divorce received almost all the attention. 

Regarding same-sex couples, one of these asked, “Are our 
communities capable of welcoming, accepting, and valuing 
their sexual orientation, without compromising Catholic 
doctrine on the family and matrimony?”

One issue was the Italian word valutando, which means 
“evaluating” and in this context would be better translated as 
“weighing” or “considering.” But the English translation sug-
gesting a valuing of the homosexual orientation, which could 
create confusion for those who are faithful to Church teaching.

The translation was not official—the Vatican website noted 
at the top it was an “unofficial translation.” Rather it was the 
working translation rush delivered by the Holy See press office 
in order to help non-Italian journalists.

Furthermore its only purpose was to provide a rough 
synopsis of what had been said through October 12. The 
relatio was never meant to serve as a doctrinal statement.

This distinction was evidently lost on the many media 
outlets that reported a sea change in Church teaching or at 
least its approach to those who have a same-sex attraction.

Synod Subterfuge? 
Predictably all of this caused a firestorm. In the aftermath, 
41 Synod Fathers rose to respond to the relatio and various 

Synod for the Family Highlights Rifts, Sets Path for 2015 Meeting
News and analysis from NCC sta� and wire reports

Pope of Vatican Council, Humanae Vitae Beati�ed

Participants begin to enter the Vatican Synod Hall, October 10, 2014 (credit Daniel Ibez, CNA)

(see Synod, p. 2)

Excorcist, Others Make Religious 
Education Congress a Hot Ticket
On the sun-baked campus of Cardinal Newman High 
School this past October 4, over 200 people gathered for the 
first diocesan religious education congress in several years. 

The theme of “Nourishing the Gift of Forgiveness” not 
only drew Catholics from around the diocese but from the 
dioceses of Oakland and San Francisco, as well as speakers 
from around the nation.

The program began with a Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Robert F. Vasa. In his homily, taken from the day's Gospel 
(Matthew 11:25-30), His Excellency told attendees, “when 
you work in the field of catechesis as you do, you are taking 
on a duty and a responsibility—literally—for the souls of 
the little ones who are entrusted to you. 

“In order to fulfill that important mission properly and 
faithfully, it’s most important that every one of us really 
regularly reflect upon our own relationship with the Lord, 
our own depth of understanding, and our own heartfelt 
commitment to the Church and to her teachings.”

The bishop then got personal with his audience, reflecting 
on a portion of St. John Paul II’s encyclical, Veritatis Spendor. 

He began by quoting Jesus’ saying in the Mass’ Gospel pas-
sage, “Come to Me all you who labor and are burdened, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me, for I am meek and humble of heart, and you will find 
rest for yourselves, for My yoke is easy and My burden light.”

(see Excorcist, p. 7)
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In every store we enter, we see reminders that it is time to 
begin preparing for Christmas. By the end of the month, 
the lots filling with Christmas trees, the new missalettes 
and seasonal booklets in the pews, the shift to violet vest-
ments, the absence of the Gloria, the presence 
of the Advent wreath, and Scripture readings 
filled with hope and expectation all signal a 
change of season. 

For some that change is merely one of weath-
er. For some that change is one of buying habits 
and marketing strategies. 

For Catholics and other Christians cogni-
zant of the flow of the liturgical seasons, that 
change impacts our whole approach to life. 
As the advent of winter weather signals the 
farmer to close out one growing season and 
prepare for the next, so also the liturgical signs 
indicate to the Christian the need to close out 
one liturgical season and to begin to prepare 
for the next. 

At the end of the fiscal year, businesses close 
the books. This does not mean an end of busi-
ness but rather the rendering of an account of the activities 
of the last year. 

At the end of the liturgical year there is also a call for each 
Christian to “render an account” (Matt 12:36) of the year’s 
spiritual activities. This does not signal an end to church 
activities but rather the setting of the stage for the year to 
come that cannot be done without a long and self-critical 
look at the activities of the past year.

The first Sunday of Advent, the first Sunday of a new 

Advent: It’s Not Christmas Yet

En todas las tiendas que entramos, vemos recordatorios 
de que es hora de comenzar a prepararse para la Navidad. 
Al final del mes, los lotes estarán llenos con árboles de 
Navidad, los nuevos misales y folletos de temporada en las 
bancas, el cambio a vestimentos de color violeta, la aus-
encia de la Gloria, la presencia de la corona de Adviento, 
y las lecturas bíblicas llenas de esperanza y expectativa 
todo es una señal del cambio de temporada. 

Para algunos que el cambio es simplemente uno de 
tiempo. Para algunos el cambio es uno de los hábitos de 
compras y estrategias de comercialización. 

Para los católicos y cristianos que son conscientes del 
flujo de la temporada litúrgica, ese cambio impacta todo 
nuestro enfoque a la vida. Así como la llegada del invierno 
le señala al agricultor cerrar una temporada de crecimiento 
y prepararse para la siguiente, al igual, los signos litúrgicos 
le indican al cristiano la necesidad de cerrar una temporada 
litúrgica y comenzar a prepararse para la siguiente. 

Al final del año fiscal, las empresas cierran los libros. 
Esto no significa el fin de los negocios, sino más bien la 
rendición de cuentas de las actividades del año pasado. 

Al final del año litúrgico también hay un llamado a cada 
cristiano a “entregar cuentas” (Mateo 12:36) de las activi-
dades espirituales del año. Esto no es señal de un fin a las 
actividades de la Iglesia, sino más bien el establecimiento de 
las bases para el año que viene que no se puede hacer sin una 
mirada larga y autocrítica de las actividades del año pasado. 

El primer domingo de Adviento, el primer domingo de 
una nueva primavera, a continuación, brinda la oportuni-
dad de disfrutar de un año de la gracia del Señor. Adviento 
es, sin duda acerca de la preparación inmediata, necesaria 
y apropiada para la celebración del nacimiento del Señor, 
pero también es un período de preparación durante todo 
el año litúrgico. 

Demasiado énfasis en el Adviento como la preparación 
para la Navidad puede dar la impresión de que una vez 
que se haya completado la Navidad, no tenemos la nece-
sidad de seguir involucrados con el año litúrgico. 

El Adviento si es un tiempo de preparación para la 
venida del Señor en la Navidad, pero también es una pre-
paración para la venida del Señor en la Cuaresma, y la 
venida del Señor en la Pascua y la venida del Señor en todo 
el crecimiento de las temporadas, y es sobre todo acerca 
de la venida del Señor al final de nuestras propias vidas. 

Espero con entusiasmo y alegría a la próxima celebración 
de la Navidad, pero espero con entusiasmo similar a la cel-
ebración de todo el año litúrgico. Nuestro viaje no termina 
en Navidad. Eso es sólo el comienzo. Espero con interés 
el inicio de la jornada, y espero con interés a la parte de la 
jornada que sigue. 

Prepárese bien este Adviento, y todo el año se puede 
enriquecer. 

Rezo para que pueda ser así para usted y para mí. ❖

From the Bishop

Bishop Robert F.  Vasa is 

the sixth bishop of the 

Diocese of Santa Rosa.

11/2 Bl. Luigi Campidelli  ❖ 11/3 St. Hubert of Liège the Hunter; St. Winefride of Wales; St Malachy of Ireland; St. Martin de Porres;

springtime, then, affords the opportunity to look forward 
to a year of grace in the Lord. Advent is certainly about 
the immediate, necessary, and appropriate preparation for 
the celebration of the Lord’s birth, but it is also a period of 

preparation for the entire liturgical 
year. 

Too much emphasis on Advent as 
preparation for Christmas may give 
the impression that once Christmas 
is completed, we have no further 
need to stay involved with the litur-
gical year. 

Advent is a season of prepara-
tion for the coming of the Lord at 
Christmas, but it is also a prepara-
tion for the coming of the Lord at 
Lent, and the coming of the Lord at 
Easter and the coming of the Lord 
throughout the growing season, and 
it is especially about the coming of 
the Lord at the end of our own lives. 

I look forward with eagerness 
and joy to the upcoming celebration of Christmas, but 
I look forward with similar eagerness to the celebration 
of the entire liturgical year. Our journey does not end at 
Christmas. That is just the beginning. I look forward to 
the beginning of the journey, and I look forward to that 
portion of the journey that follows. 

Prepare well this Advent, and the entire year can be 
enriched. 

I pray that it will be so for you and for me. ❖

(Synod, cont.)
sources reported nearly all expressed vehement criticism of 
the hasty and faulty translation. Nor was this an issue solely 
for those in English speaking countries. Others protested, 
as well. 

Indeed many reasoned this was all part of a plan. As Vati-
can correspondent Edward Pentin reported, “Archbishop 
Bruno Forte, the synod’s special secretary, known to be a 
keen advocate for changes in pastoral practice, is thought to 
have been one of the [report’s] main authors—certainly the 
passages on homosexuality that drew most media attention.

“It’s also believed the general rapporteur Cardinal Erdő 
was cajoled into signing off on it. To help the cardinal 
along, observers say, he was given five assistants on 
Friday, including Gianfranco Cardinal Ravasi, Donald 
Cardinal Wuerl [Washington, DC], and Fr. Adolfo Nico-
las, the head of the Jesuits. There was notably no one from 
Africa, but as Cardinal Kasper told me yesterday, these 
five were chosen because they are ‘open people who want 
to go on with this.’

“‘Just like you, I was surprised that it was published,’ 
[South Africa’s] Wilfrid Cardinal Napier told reporters 
Tuesday, adding, ‘You people got the document before we 
got it, so we couldn’t have possibly agreed on it.’”

“Even more revealingly, Cardinal Napier lamented…that 
once such media perceptions are ‘out there’ in the public, 
‘there’s no way of retrieving them.’

“So whoever was behind the release of the document most 
probably knew the impact it would have, and effectively sent 
it over the heads of everyone, including the Pope.”

Guinea’s Robert Cardinal Sarah, president of the 
Pontifical Council Cor Unum, emphasized that “what 
has been published by the media about homosexual 
unions is an attempt to push the Church [to change] 
her doctrine.”

Gerhard Cardinal Müller, prefect for the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, stressed that “pastoral care for 
homosexuals has always been part of the Church’s teach-
ing, and the Church has never gotten rid of or dismissed 
homosexuals from her pastoral programs.”

The Synod’s orthodox Catholics were also troubled by the 
lack of positive emphasis on the family. And while the mid-
term relatio lauded Humanae Vitae’s teaching on contracep-
tion, it completely ignored Natural Family Planning (NFP). 

Rise of the small groups 
The clear differences between the gathering’s liberal lead-
ership and more traditional rank-and-file membership 
became especially evident when the Synod finally broke 
down into small discussion groups, which also included 
the 12 married couples who had participated and in some 
cases spoken to the Fathers. 

As reported by the Holy See’s press office, these groups 
unquestionably wanted greater stress on the affirmative 
aspects of family life “which would encourage and inspire 
hope” so that youth in particular would be attracted to the 
Christian vision of marriage and family life “in a world full 
of contradictions.” Additionally they desired less ambiguity 
in the final report than was in the midterm relatio. 

Another deficiency the small groups wanted addressed 
was the total lack of scriptural references. 

Also up for clarification was the original relatio’s refer-
ence to the “law of graduality,” often referred to as “gradual-
ism,” which connotes a change that comes about gradually.

For some progressives, this term means that as long 
as someone seems to be on the path to becoming holy, it 
doesn’t matter if they commit what have historically been 
identified as mortal sins, that the full weight of the Church’s 
teachings only gradually become binding on them.

One English-speaking group stressed that if used in 
the final report, the term should be clarified to ensure the 
reader knows that it does not speak of the graduality “of 
doctrine on faith and morals, but rather the gradual moral 
growth of the individual in their actions.”

Another English-speaking group said, “Gradualness 
should not make insipid the challenge of the gospel to con-
version, to ‘go and sin no more,’ as Jesus said to the woman 
caught in adultery.”

Rather they explained truth and mercy are not mutu-
ally exclusive terms, and that by proclaiming the truth 

Adviento: Aun No Es Navidad

(See Synod p.3)Blessed Martyrs of China, Feast: November 24
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the Church also proclaims “the most profound mercy” of 
reconciliation and unity with God.

 Other themes brought up by Synod Fathers in their 
reports were the need to promote the role and dignity of 
women and to clarify the relatio’s references to attitudes the 
Church should have toward controversial topics.

The final report 
From comments such as these the Synod’s relators (some-
what akin to an executive committee) compiled the final 
report. The Synod Fathers then voted on each of this last 
relatio’s 62 paragraphs. 

Though all the paragraphs gained a majority of votes, 
not all of them reached the super-majority of two-thirds, 
which was required for official approval.

The relatio itself addressed most of the small group’s con-
cerns over highlighting the positive aspects of family life and 
the use of ambiguous language and theological concepts. It 
also included many scriptural references, and took a strong 
stance against international organizations that bind financial 
aid to the introduction of homosexual rights.

Regarding the divorced and remarried, almost all the 
Synod Fathers agreed that “pastoral care of charity and 
mercy tends to the recovery of persons and relations,” and 
that “every family must be listened to with respect and love.”

Another paragraph stating that those who are divorced 
without having remarried, who “often testify to the faith-
fulness of marriage” should “be encouraged in finding in 

the Eucharist the food which can sustain them” received 
enough votes to be included in the final report.

One concerning the giving of Communion to divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholics did not. Nor did another 
concerning homosexual couples, even though both para-
graphs had been slightly modified. 

Only one paragraph received a unanimous vote, and that 
was on the need for more education.

In this light, the final report stressed the need for a posi-
tive reception of Humanae Vitae, Bl. Paul VI’s encyclical on 
the regulation of birth, which highlighted many positive 
aspects of family life and reaffirmed Church teaching, 
which comes from Christ and the apostles. 

Predictable reaction
Little of this was reflected in secular media coverage. Even 
the previously ballyhooed topic of Communion for the 
divorced and civilly remarried received scant attention.

Instead headlines trumpeted, “Bishops scrap welcome 
to gays in sign of split,” “Vatican no longer ‘welcom-
ing’ gays in draft report translation,” and “Conservative 
Catholic bishops push back against openness to gays,” to 
quote just a few. 

It should be kept in mind, however this gathering was 
never the Synod on Same Sex Couples and Communion 
for the Divorced and Civilly Remarried. Instead it was 
the Synod on the Family and was called to address the 
particular issues facing families in a rapidly changing world 
in light of Church teaching.

Not definitive 
Furthermore it bears recalling the final report is not defini-
tive. Rather it will function as a “working document” for 
the 2015 Ordinary Synod of Bishops. 

That meeting will likely not have the presence of Ray-
mond Cardinal Burke, a leading “conservative” who was 
demoted to a nothing post near the end of the gathering. 
It is possible Cardinal Müller will also be gone. Accord-
ing to Vatican reporter John Allen, “there’s no guarantee 
[Cardinal Kasper]’ll be back,” either.

In any event, it will take a year following next Octo-
ber’s gathering before the Holy Father issues his own 
assessment, called a post-synodal apostolic exhorta-
tion. Thus until 2016 or beyond, no other document is 
authoritative. 

Pope thanks Synod Fathers 
In his final address, Pope Francis had a little something to 
say to each faction, enjoining against, for instance:

•  A “hostile rigidity,” closing oneself off behind the letter 
of the law and “not allowing oneself to be surprised 
by God.”

•  A “destructive do-goodism,” based on a “false mercy,” 
a particular temptation, Francis said, to “progressives 
and liberals.” 

•  Transforming “bread into stone” and chucking it 
“against sinners, the weak and the ill” by imposing 
“impossible burdens.”

•  Coming down from the cross by “bending to the spirit 
of the world rather than purifying it.”

The Synod ended with a closing Mass at which His Holi-
ness beatified the founder of the Synod of Bishops, Bl. Pope 
Paul VI (1963-1979). ❖

Walking into a Catholic church in the weeks preceding 
Christmas you’ll see a visible contradiction to the way our 
culture prepares itself for Christmas: no colored lights, 
tinsel, or the carols associated with Christmastime. 

Instead you notice austerity, starkness. The color “scheme” 
of the sanctuary and of the liturgical services is the subdued 
violet of penance, not the holiday red and green. Instead of 
jingling bells and images of Santa Claus, the most prominent 
focal point might be only a wreath with four candles. 

This is how the Church prepares for the birth of Christ. 
This is Advent.

Advent is a liturgical season that comprises a (usually) 
four-week period, and it ends on December 24. Whereas it 
may not be clear what our materialistic culture is preparing 
for, the Church is not confused or ambiguous about what 
the weeks leading up to Christmas mean. The restraint of 
the liturgical themes and colors speaks of quiet, sobriety, 
and the sense that at the end of the path there will come an 
all-important encounter with One who will ask us to give 
an accounting of ourselves. We will encounter an Infant, 
but His infancy points us to a still-future encounter that all 
of us must face. 

It might come as a shock to find out that Advent is more 
about preparing for the second coming of Christ than for 
the first. Or better, Advent teaches us that the same attitude 
we have toward the first coming is the same we will have 
toward the second. Paying close attention to the readings 
and prayers of this season, we see that the purpose is not 
only to celebrate the past event of the Incarnation, but 
also the future coming of Christ the Lord. We are asked to 
reflect: How vigilantly am I awaiting the Lord, now, in my 
life? Our Advent journey is supposed to hold a mirror up 
to our lives so that we can take a good look at things that 
might need correction. 

In the liturgy, in fact, several stern warnings from St 
John the Baptist confront us, including: “Prepare the way 
of the Lord. Make straight his paths” (Matt 3:3). Everyone 
has something they need to put right: our attitudes, the 
way we think and act, the words we speak. Whatever it is, 
the Church is teaching us that making it straight will lead 
us directly to Bethlehem. The road to Bethlehem is one of 
justice, humility, mercy, poverty of spirit. 

The Collect (i.e., the opening prayer) for the first Sunday 
of Advent sums it up: “Almighty and merciful God, may 

no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste 
to meet Your Son….” 

Our “earthly” or worldly attitudes can take us far away 
from the humility of Bethlehem. These are the obstacles 
on our journey to meet the Lord. The Church prays for us 
to hasten joyfully. Yet if our path becomes crooked, we will 
slow down and perhaps lose the way altogether. 

But where we are headed during this season is not 
unknown to us. It is the most familiar place. We know 
Bethlehem better than any other place on earth, better 
than the house we grew up in, better than the place we live 
now. It is home in a way that our family home wasn’t home 
and could never be home. At the stable, we know where 
everything is, who should be there, and we never feel out 
of place among the shepherds. The poverty of the stable 
is more attractive than any palace or hotel this world can 
offer. For children, the way to get there is short, easy, and 
simple. No one has to tell a child that he belongs there and 
that Mary welcomes him as she adores and smiles.  

As adults it’s no secret that we might need to hear the 
fiery warnings of the Baptist: “Bear fruit that befits repen-
tance” (Matt 3:8). Yet the fruit is the same: Become again like 
humble children, and you will find your way to your Savior. 

We start out in life on a straight path, but it takes a 
number of unexpected turns—some of them taken through 
our own error, others chosen for us. But annually the Lord 
asks us to reflect again on where we are in relation to 
Bethlehem. And wherever we are, are we willing to take 
radical measures to say yes to the Lord and no to whatever 
it is that keeps turning us astray?

“His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will clear His 
threshing floor and gather His wheat into His barn, but the 
chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire” (Matt 3:12). Is 
this a mixed message? Isn’t Advent supposed to be a joyful 
preparation for the birth of Our Savior? The message is not 
at all mixed. Rather it is a deliberate challenge to us and to 
our culture to get back on track. 

If we have lost our way either through negligence or 
through weakness, the Lord wants to set us free, so that, 
unburdened by anything, we can hasten to find Him where 
we have always found Him, and where He always awaits 
us: In the humility and poverty of the stable. 

In a beautiful and challenging way, Advent prepares us 
to meet the God who will judge us as an Infant. ❖

Are You Headed to Bethlehem?
by Father John Henry Hanson, O. Praem

Catholic Words to Know
Barque of Peter: A barque (think “barge”) is 
a ship, and the Church is often likened to a 
ship with the Pope at the helm, and Peter’s 
name used as a stand-in for every pope. So 
the Barque of Peter is another way of saying 
“the Church.”

Curate: Parochial vicar, formerly known as asso-
ciate pastor

Curia: Technical name for the chancery, which 
includes a bishop and all the officials who assist 
him in administering the diocese. For the Holy 
See, it denotes the whole ensemble of dicast-
eries through which the Pope operates the 
Church.

Dicastery: One of the offices through which 
the Pope administers the Church. 

Extraordinary: The right to exercise ecclesiasti-
cal authority when granted by delegation or for 
a definite time or a particular function.

Ordinary: 1) Another word for bishop. 2) The 
right to exercise authority attached to an 
ecclesiastical office. It is not delegated power 
received for a definite time or a particular 
function. 

Relatio: Report

See: Another word for (arch)diocese.

Synod: A meeting of bishops of an ecclesiasti-
cal province or patriarchate (or even from the 
whole world, e.g., Synod of Bishops) to discuss 
the doctrinal and pastoral needs of the Church. 

(Synod, cont.)
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An article last month (“Can’t We All Just Get Along?”) 
was negatively received by several readers.

Readers will remember that the article quoted several 
Qur’anic verses which different Islamist groups have used 
as justification for acts of terrorism.

What I neglected to consider—and what was probably 
the problem—is that some would consider “Islamist” as 
automatically synonymous with “Muslim.” These terms 
are not synonymous. “Islamist” is another way of saying 
“jihadist.” Not all Muslims are Islamists or jihadists. That 
much should be evident. 

So let me assure you the purpose was not to paint 
all followers of Islam 
with the broadest, 
tar-soaked brush pos-
sible. Rather it was 
to give perspective to 
the question asked by 
many, many people: 
“If Islam is ‘a religion 
of peace,’ why do so 
many of its followers 
do terrible things?” 

As a child, I lived in 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
Obviously I knew many 
Muslims. They were 
the nicest, most hospi-
table people I have ever 

known. I had several close personal Muslim friends in 
college. This newspaper will be the last forum in which 
you will see all Muslims characterized as radicals. 

But some are. 
It is estimated that about 10 percent of Muslims world-

wide agree with the radicals’ philosophy. Considering the 
world has over 1 billion Muslims, that equates to about 100 
million people.

Some amongst those 100 million have made a danger-
ous world even more so. Why hide that fact or shy away 
from it?

Consider the plight of the parishioners of Fr. Ghazwan 
Yousif Baho, pastor in Alqosh, Iraq, which is just six miles 
from the ISIS-held territory. 

He recently told Catholic News Agency that ISIS “is a 
full threat not only for the Christians of Iraq or our brother 
Muslims…but it’s a threat for the whole world. So the 
world needs to intervene in one way or another.”

“They are a threat to humanity. They are creating hate 
toward humanity. This needs to stop. We as Christians 
need to stop them with love, but if they are killing people 
without reason, it’s difficult.”

From the Editor

Brian O’Neel is communica-

tions director for the Diocese 

of Santa Rosa, California.

The Islamists—again, by this we mean not every 
Muslim but only radicals—have targeted religious 
minorities, by-and-large Christians. Boston Globe and 
“liberal” Catholic journalist John Allen has written a 
book on the subject, The Global War on Christians. 
In it he claims 100,000-150,000 Christian martyrs are 
created each year. 

True, this is not a strictly Muslim phenomenon. The 
Vatican says the most dangerous place to serve as a church 
worker is Columbia, a predominantly Catholic country. 
Yet consider a register compiled by the Protestant aid 
group Open Doors USA, which lists the “most hazardous 
nations on earth in which to be a Christian.” Eighteen of 
those countries are majority Muslim. 

Should we ignore this?
To another reader’s point, no one claims Christians 

have not committed atrocities in the past. This entirely 
misses the point, however. Why do our own past sins 
render us unable to shine a light on today’s barbarity? 
Should we stand by and say and do nothing?

However the coverage in the last issue perhaps lacked 
an emphasis that should have been there. Again, we quote 
Fr. Baho: We as Christians need to create “‘a way of chang-
ing this mentality of hatred toward humanity, to create a 
mentality of love,’ he said, noting how this is the mission 
of every Christian throughout the world.

“‘They create hate. We need to create love. This is our 
war as Christians; not a war with weapons but a war of 
creating a society of love, a culture of love, a culture of 
accepting the other even if he is different.’”

Hopefully that is a point on which we can all agree, a 
topic on which we can “all just get along.” ❖
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I enjoy reading North Coast Catholic, and I appreciate 
what you are doing with it. I think it is wonderful that our 
diocese has a quality publication that is made accessible to 
the parishioners of the diocese.

In the September 2014 issue, I noticed an error in the article, 
“Early A.M. Earthquake Rocks Napa Valley.” 

The 6.0 earthquake was not the strongest northern 
California earthquake in 25 years. There have been many 
stronger, including a number with the epicenter close to 
Ferndale, California (near Eureka). 

•  In March 2014 there was a 6.9 earthquake near 
Ferndale. 

•  January 9, 2010, there was a 6.5 earthquake near 
Eureka

•  April 25, 1992, there was a 7.1 magnitude earthquake 
near Petrolia (close to Ferndale) with a series of 
aftershocks. This particular earthquake and set of 
aftershocks caused a lot of damage. 

The northern part of northern California has had many 
noticeable earthquakes, with those three being the most 
memorable in my lifetime.

Thank you for your time and your publication.
Regina Fosnaugh 

Eureka

Editor’s note: Thank you for the correction. The erroneous 
information was taken from a news report, and we used it 
without checking. Mea culpa. Or is it possible what CNN and 
the BBC meant by reporting this was that it was the most 
expensive earthquake since 1989 and biggest in that sense? 
In any event, again, thank you. 

Thank you for the editorial by Bishop Vasa, “Two Educa-
tions,” in North Coast Catholic (August 2014)! 

Katherine Taylor
Sebastapol

Your never-ending, holier-than-thou attitude towards 
Islamic terrorism shows a complete disregard of our own 
history.

How about the Middle Ages, the Inquisition, the con-
quest of the Americas? Shall we talk about wars in Latin 
America where priests gave “last rites” to political prisoners 
before they were flown over the ocean and thrown into the 
water? Shall we talk about the sectarian violence in Ireland 
and the atrocities committed by Catholics in the quest for 
religious freedom? How about priestly pedophilia and the 
bishops who covered it up, with absolutely no regard for 
the flock entrusted to them? I’m sure you’d insist none of 
this is true Catholicism.

I, too, can quote the Bible and make it out to be horrible 
and violent. Shall we play that game? Or would that be 
taking verses out of context? Please stop sending me this 
rag that masquerades as a newspaper.

Laura Gonzalez 
Santa Rosa

I just finished reading the October North Coast Catholic. 
I like the new, simpler format, and the articles are timely 
and newsworthy. 

What I do take issue with is the article on p. 23 (“Can’t 
We All Just Get Along?”). If this kind of denigration of 
a whole people were about black people, I’m sure you 
would not have printed it. If it were about Americans 
or Catholics, you might have seen how one-sided it is in 
the negative. 

Jesus went to enemy peoples and found the good: Roman 
soldiers, the Good Thief, the Good Samaritan, etc. I could 
find pictures of Americans with guns taking people’s lives 
in ignorance.

Anyway, I hope you see something positive in my com-
ment.

Dan Shay 
Santa Rosa

Letters Policy

Email: dioceseofsantarosa@yahoo.com
Write: Letters to the Editor
North Coast Catholic
985 Airway Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Name, address, parish attended, and daytime 
phone number for veri� cation required. Short 
letters only, no more than 150 words. Letters may 
be edited for clarity or space.

NOTE: Views of correspondents do not 
necessarily re� ect those of this publication. 

Finding It Hard to Get Along Letters to the Editor
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Guarding the Vulnerable

Julie Sparacio is diocesan 

director of Child and 

Youth Protection.

When many people think of November, several things 
spring to mind: elections, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, 
and Black Friday! 

The one that gets the biggest focus, though, is Thanks-
giving. While that day is definitely set aside as a day to give 
thanks for the many blessings we have received, a large 
concentration of effort and energy centers on the meal. A 
great deal of importance is placed on that 
opportunity to sit down with family and 
friends and eat together.

Interestingly that doesn’t seem to trans-
late to a daily occurrence. My children and 
many of their friends report ours is the 
only family they know that still has dinner 
together almost nightly. When I question 
why that is, the answers range from sports, 
activities, and jobs to a simple shrug. 

With four children, we have always had 
to contend with activities, sports, and jobs, 
but we have dinner together every night. 
When all the children lived at home and 
were busy, it was not uncommon to have 
someone missing, but the meal still hap-
pened with those of us who were there. 

We placed so much importance on the 
family meal because we had read somewhere it was essen-
tial to raising happy, healthy, safe children.

Multiple studies have shown that children from families 
who eat together on a regular basis are more likely to have 
family support, positive peer influences, and positive adult 
role models. Part of this may be because communication 

between the child and the parent can and does happen 
during family meal time. Some of our happiest, silliest 
times as a family happened at the dinner table! 

Researchers have shown that family connectedness is 
associated with a lower chance of engaging in high-risk 
behaviors such as substance abuse and violence. It is also 
shown to be associated with fewer psychological problems, 

including emotional distress in children. 
As parents, we want to make sure 

our kids are safe and not vulnerable to 
the dangerous influences out there. A 
common goal for parents around the 
nation is to build strong, resilient chil-
dren who have the ability to resist those 
who would lead them astray through 
drugs or sexual promiscuity or would 
prey on the weak and vulnerable. 

We live in bewildering times, so this is 
not always easy. It seems to me that one 
simple way is to make family meal time 
a priority. It can work with crazy, busy 
schedules. It just takes a little organiza-
tion and planning. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we made every 
day a day like Thanksgiving? Wouldn’t it 

be nice to have a chance each day to gather with our family, 
thank God for all our blessings (especially each other), and 
enjoy a delicious meal? 

Even if the meal comes from the local pizzeria, eating 
together and enjoying each other— that’s something to be 
thankful for. ❖

CALENDAR

¡Atención! ¡Atención! 
Televisión Católica Saboreando la 
Verdad con P. Manuel Valencia todos 
los Domingos de 9:00 a 9:30 a.m. en 
Azteca América San Francisco. Síguenos 
en: youtube/saboreandolaverdad o 
radiocatalicasantarosa.podbean.com.

November 3-7
All Souls Week Rosary
9:00-9:30am
Location: Chapel at Calvary Santa Rosa Cemetery
2930 Bennett Valley Road 
Santa Rosa, CA  95404
For more information, call 707-546-6290

November 8
Symposium: God, Reason, and Reality
Featuring Dr. Ed Feser, PhD, Fr. Anselm 
Ramelow, OP, and Fr. Michael Dodds, OP
10am-12pm
Location: Dominican School of Philosophy 
and Theology
2301 Vine Street
Berkeley, CA
For more information, call 888-450-3778

November 8-9
Annual Holiday Angel Bazaar
Saturday, 9am-6pm; Sunday, 8am-3pm
Location: St. Apollonaris Church
3700 Lassen Street 
Napa, CA 94558 
For more information, call Sr. Peggy at 
707-255-7200

November 11
Veteran’s Day Mass and Reception
10:30am
Location: Chapel at Calvary Santa Rosa 
Cemetery
2930 Bennett Valley Road
Santa Rosa, CA  95404
For more information, call 707-546-6290

November 13
Internationally known speaker Dcn. David 
Leatherby, Jr., will speak
7:00pm ; no charge
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
901 Washington Street
Calistoga, CA
Call 707-280-2080 or 707-942-6894

November 15
XLT/ONE Catholic Teen Event 
Doors open: 6:30pm. Event: 7:00-8:30pm
Location: St. James Church
125 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
Petaluma, CA 94954
Speaker: Brennan Cull 
Musician: Jason Weinrich
Special Guest: Bishop Robert F. Vasa
For more information, e-mail 
dsryouth@srdiocese.org

Calendar items must be submitted at 
least six weeks in advance. Send them to 
dioceseofsantarosa@yahoo.com.

11/6 Bl. Christina Bruzo, stigmatist; St. Leonard of Limoges; Bl. Josefa Naval Girbes ❖ 11/7 Bl. Vincenzo Grossi; St. Engelbert of Cologne;

Making Every Meal Thanksgiving

OBITUARIES
Msgr. Dennis R. Clark 
Former diocesan priest Msgr. Dennis R. Clark passed away on the Feast of St. Denis and Companions, October 
9, 2014. Born in 1939, he received ordination for the Diocese of Santa Rosa on June 4, 1966, at the hands of 
Bishop Leo Maher. While he was here in the North Coast, he served as parochial vicar at St. Rose Church and 
as administrator at Resurrection Church, both in Santa Rosa. He also taught at Cardinal Newman High School.

As a talented man who had amassed an alphabet soup of degrees, Bishop Mark Hurley (1970-81) named him 
superintendent of Schools in 1973. He left shortly thereafter, however, and became incardinated for the Diocese 
of San Diego by Bishop Maher, where he held a variety of curial and parish appointments. 

In his homily for the sixth Sunday after Easter, he said, “May you receive His gift and live in His peace always. 
And when that day comes, may you give your spirit to Him in the peace you have already known through many 
days. Amen.”

Please God, may this prayer apply to Msgr. Clark, as well.

Fr. Wilfred Sheehy 
Fr. Wilfred Sheehy died peacefully on October 21, 2014, at Carmel House in Santa Rosa. The 88-year-old priest
was born in Searsboro, Iowa, on November 11, 1925. He attended public grade school and high school there, gradu-
ating from the latter in 1943. He served in the United States Navy Reserve from the summer of 1943 to May 1946. 

After demobbing, he attended Creighton University in Omaha, St. Ambrose College in Davenport, Iowa, and 
Iowa State University. Following his college education he worked in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

In 1955 he joined the Pallottine Fathers and completed his theological studies for the priesthood at Catholic 
University of America, Washington, DC. He received holy orders on September 21, 1960, in Holy Cross Church, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He ministered as a Pallottine Father in Fargo, North Dakota, until 1966. Next he taught 
religion at Pius XI High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for one year, but he did not believe he had the gift to 
be a teacher. Rather he preferred parish life.

As a result Fr. Sheehy came to exercise his priestly ministry in the Diocese of Santa Rosa starting in the 
summer of 1966. He served in the Diocese of Santa Rosa as a parochial vicar at St. Mary Church, Arcata; Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Church, Clearlake; St. Helena Church, St. Helena; and as pastor at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church, Windsor; St. Joseph Church, Crescent City; and finally St. Joseph Church, Middletown. 

He retired from active priestly ministry in August 1989.
Fr. Sheehy is preceded in death by his parents and two brothers. He is survived by his nieces and nephews. 

The diocese extends its gratitude to the staff of the Napa Valley Care Center and Carmel House, the staffs of 
each having given him caring attention in his final weeks.

A Requiem Mass took place at St. Eugene Cathedral on Monday, October 27. The funeral oration was given 
by Fr. Michael Cloney, pastor of Christ the King Church, McKinleyville, who first met Fr. Sheehy when both 
served as curates at St. Mary Church in Arcata under then-pastor Msgr. William Serado (†2008). 

He said of his now-deceased friend, “Fr. Will understood very well his priesthood and pastoral duties. He 
was very aware of the ordination prayer, ‘Grant, we pray, Almighty Father, to these, your servants, the dignity 
of the priesthood; renew deep within them the Spirit of holiness; may they henceforth possess this office which 
comes from you, O God, and is next in rank to the office of bishop; and by the example of their manner of life, 
may they instill right conduct.’”

Father was then interred in the priest’s plot at Santa Rosa’s Calvary Cemetery.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

 
Pope Francis 

2 
Pope 

Benedict XVI 
Emeritus 

3 
Most Rev. 

Bishop 
Robert Vasa 

4 
Most Rev. 

Daniel Walsh, 
Bishop Emeritus 

5 
Rev. Gary Logan 

Retired 

6 
Rev. Gary Lombardi 
St. Vincent de Paul, 

Petaluma 

7 
Rev. Stephen 
MacPherson, 

Retired 

8 
Rev. John Martin, 

Retired 

9 
Rev. Alex McAllister, 

Retired 

10 
Rev. Fergal 

McGuinness, 
St. Peter, Cloverdale 

11 
Rev. J. McSweeney, 

St. Joseph, 
Middletown 

12 
Rev. Abel Mena, 

St. Joseph, 
Cotati 

13 
Rev. Andrew Metcalf, 

Retired 

14 
Rev. Ismael Mora, 

St. John the Baptist, 
Napa 

15 
Rev. Lawrence 

Mutiso, 
St. James, Petaluma 

16 
Rev. Chinh Nguyen, 

SSU Newman Center, 
Penngrove 

17 
Rev. Louis Nichols, 

St. Anthony, 
Mendocino 

18 
Rev. Carlos Ortega, 

St. Aloysius, 
Point Arena 

19 
Rev. Denis 
O’Sullivan, 

St. Rose, Santa Rosa 

20 
Rev. Luis Penaloza, 

St. Elizabeth, 
Guerneville 

21 
Rev. Angelito Peries, 

OLPH, 
Calistoga 

22 
Rev. Michaelraj 
Philominsamy, 
OLG, Windsor 

23 
Rev. Ramon Pons, 

St. Vincent de Paul, 
Petaluma 

24 
Msgr. J. Pulskamp, 
Star of the Valley, 

Santa Rosa 

25 
Rev. JoJo Puthussery, 

St. Leo the Great, 
Boyes Hot Springs 

26 
Rev. Andres 
Querijero, 

OLGC, Fort Bragg 

27 
Rev. Ray Rioux, 

Diocese of Las Vegas 

28 
Rev. Sean Rogers, 

St. John the Baptist, 
Healdsburg 

29 
Rev. Walter Rogina, 

Retired 

30 
Rev. Ron Serban, 

Holy Spirit, 
Santa Rosa 

      

November 2014 — Prayers for Priests Calendar 
A project of the Santa Rosa Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

Join daily by saying at least one prayer for the Priest of the day. 
Loving Father, bless our Priests and let the Radiance of your love embrace Father ______________________. 

Prayer for Vocations: O Lord, our God, with love and care you provided companions to the apostles to assist them in teaching and proclaiming that you are with us. 
Grant to us, your servants here in the Diocese of Santa Rosa, priests to do your work, for our need is great. 

St. Jacino Castaneda; Vincent Liem and Companions; St. Patrick Fleming; St. Willibrord of Echternach; Bl. Maria Barbara Maix of the Holy Trinity ;

A Prayer for Priests  
O almighty and eternal God, look upon the face of Your Christ 

and for love of Him Who is the eternal high priest, have pity on 

Your priests. Remember, O most compassionate God, that they 

are but weak and frail human beings. Stir up in them the grace of 

their vocation which is in them by the imposition of the bishop’s 

hands. Keep them close to You lest the enemy prevail against 

them so they may never do anything in the slightest degree 

unworthy of their sublime vocation.

O Jesus, I pray for Your faithful and fervent priests; for Your 

unfaithful and tepid priests; for Your priests laboring at home 

or abroad in distant mission fields; for Your tempted priests; for 

Your lonely and desolate priests; for Your sick priests; for Your 

aged priests, for Your dying priests; for the souls of Your priests 

in purgatory. 

But above all I commend to You the priests dearest to me: the 

priest who baptized me; the priest who absolved me from my 

sins; the priest at whose Masses I assisted and who gave me Your 

Body and Blood in Holy Communion; the priest who taught and 

instructed me or helped me and encouraged me; all the priests 

to whom I am indebted in any other way, particularly (priest’s 

name here). O Jesus, keep them all close to Your heart, and bless 

them abundantly in time and in eternity. Amen.

California Bishops File Civil Rights Complaint
Sacramento—The California Catholic Conference (CCC) 
has filed a complaint with the Office of Civil Rights at the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) citing federal civil rights violations by the Cali-
fornia Department of Managed Health Care (DMHC) 
resulting in Catholic institutions and others being forced 
required to purchase health insurance covering all forms 
of voluntary direct abortion, including late-term and 
gender selection.

The complaint was filed because of an administrative 
directive issued on August 22, 2014 by DMHC to the 
heads of eight different health insurance plans: Aetna, 
Anthem/Blue Cross, Blue Shield of California, GEM 
Care, Health Net, Kaiser Permanente and United Health 
Care. The directive orders them to amend their current 
health plans and remove any coverage or exclusions 
regarding voluntary abortions on the basis that abor-
tion for any reason is “basic health care” and cannot be 
excluded.

“This is a coercive and discriminatory action by the 
State of California,” said Bishop Robert McElroy, auxil-
iary bishop of the Archdiocese of San Francisco and chair 
of the CCC’s Institutional Concerns Committee. “This 
demand by the State was directly targeted at Catholic 
institutions like Santa Clara University, Loyola Mary-
mount University, along with other California employers 
and citizens. It is a flagrant violation of their civil rights 
and deepest moral convictions and is government coer-
cion of the worst kind.”

“Catholic beliefs about life and human dignity animate 
and shape our Catholic ministries,” said McElroy. “It’s why 
we oppose abortion, but it is also why Catholic schools 
provide education, Catholic hospitals care for the poor and 
vulnerable, and Catholic social services provide assistance 
to people and families in need. It goes to the core of our 
moral beliefs. “ 

The HHS Office of Civil Rights has jurisdiction in this 
matter because of a federal law known as the “Weldon 
Amendment” that was enacted to protect the conscience 
rights of individuals and institutions. In this case, the 

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter! 

Catholic Diocese  

of Santa Rosa

Diocese of Sta. Rosa  

(@CatholicRosa)

Office of Civil Rights can cut-off California’s access to 
federal funds unless or until it stops its discriminatory 
practices. ❖
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He then tied that in with the selection from Veritatis 
Splendor, where the Pope in “effect says, ‘To the extent that 
we are still in the flesh, to that extent we still experience 
the gospel, the commandments as somehow burdensome, 
as impositions on us (cf. no. 18). 

“That resonates in my own heart. There are areas of my 
life that I have not yet really turned over entirely to the 
Lord and said, ‘Lord, I give that all entirely to You, wholly 
and unconditionally.’ 

“To the extent that I do turn over everything to Him, 
that part of my life becomes very, very easy.

“To the extent that there’s still some little corner of my 
life that I still want to somehow preserve for myself, it is 
there—it is in that part of my heart—that I still experience 
the gospel as difficult and a burden, as too heavy.

“To that extent I’m still living in the flesh.
“To that extent I experience God’s law as a restriction, 

as an imposition.
“To that extent we experience God’s law, His command-

ments, and the teachings of the Church as a burden that 
crushes us, that we have to continually fight against.

“To the extent that we just breathe ourselves out and 
breathe in the Spirit of God, to that extent we become free. 

“To that extent, we experience the gospel not only as light-
and-easy but as gloriously beautiful and positively joyful.

“My dear people, this is the kind of faith attitude that we 
must possess within our own selves to the fullest extent 
possible, and it is that condition we must then communi-
cate to those who are entrusted to us.”

Following Mass, the rest of the Congress was broken 
into a keynote address, three sessions, and a closing talk.

Dcn. David Leatherby, Jr., of the Diocese of Sacramento 
gave his first talk on Divine Mercy. In it, he recounted 
how he had experienced Divine Mercy first hand via the 
conversion that resulted from the near death of his eldest 
son in a car accident, an accident Leatherby for which was 
largely responsible. 

Because of the crash, he entered into a real “understand-
ing of what suffering is and how you can turn it to good.” 
As a result, he believes, “this accident was a great gift of 
God’s mercy.”

Dcn. Leatherby noted that mercy is mentioned in Scrip-
ture “over 250 times. In the Old Testament, the people 
call on God’s mercy. But what was this mercy they were 
experiencing? Every time they turned away from God, they 
would fall and cry, ‘God, be merciful!’ St. John Paul said 
this mercy isn’t defined. It’s just that we see God had a love 
for people” that overcame His justice. “It wasn’t until Jesus 
came that we could fully define what mercy was. What is 
God’s mercy? It’s Jesus. He is Mercy.”

The diocese’s Vicar for Priests Msgr. Dan Whelton spoke 
on the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA), the process by 
which converts enter the Church.

In the ancient Church, he said, RCIA lasted between one 
and three years. It was a time of testing the catechumens 
to see if they could break their pagan ways. 

The greater length of the catechumenate “allowed the 
catechumen’s faith to mature,” he said. 

Nowadays the entire process “usually lasts around six to 
eight months, but the Rite recommends eighteen months.” 

The problem is people will be received “into the Church 
but after a year or two, they fall away.” 

Sometimes people think they can solve their marital 
problems by going through RCIA, but RCIA, said Mon-
signor, “is not going to fix any of their problems. That’s 
the reality.”

He also suggested reception into the Church shouldn’t 
be a once-and-done affair. Rather, he said, “Those received 
should continue on the journey for another six weeks, but 
like a Bar Mitzvah, it’s over. But you see, it’s not over on 
Holy Saturday. It’s only beginning. They need to know the 
joy” of what it means to be an active Catholic.

Steve Patton, director of Evangelization and Catechesis 
for the Sacramento diocese, spoke on marriage prepa-
ration, and in his talk, he suggested that marriage prep 
coordinators are not so much teaching about what makes 
a good union “so much as they are radiating it. The Faith 
isn’t so much taught as it is caught.” In a good marriage prep 
program, the couples should be able to “see the fabric the 
messiness of ordinary Catholic family life and why that’s 
different from and better than, more livable than what the 
world is presenting them.”

The most well attended of all the talks was that given by 
Fr. Gary Thomas, exorcist of the Diocese of San Jose. In 
his first presentation, Father reminded his audience that 
“Satan wasn’t created by God. Rather, 'Lucifer [God’s high-
est angel, the “Bearer of Light”] was created by God. When 
the angels in their office as angels had to give honor and 
glory to God the Son, who lowered Himself below nature 
of spirits, that’s what caused the rebellion. 

"That’s why so Satan has so much hatred toward us. 
That’s what drew him from heaven. 

“God wants to respect our free will,” he continued. “God 
does not intervene in the exercise of our free will. He gives 
us a choice. Do we want to follow a future in heaven or one 
that leads to nowhere but eternal pain?”

In his second talk, which was likewise packed with 
people crammed into a non-air conditioned classroom, 
Fr. Thomas spoke about gateways for the demonic to enter 
people’s souls.

“When I sit down with a person,” he said, “I’m always 
listening for doorways. I ask them, ‘What has brought you 
to see an exorcist?’ because people don’t usually go to see 
an exorcist. 

"My role as exorcist is to get to the root cause of the prob-
lem. The ministry of exorcism is one of healing, because 
everyone who comes to it is suffering in one fashion or 
another. When I speak with someone, I’m looking for broken 
relationships or no relationships. I’ll tell them, ‘Tell me about 
growing up in your home, about your mom and dad, wheth-
er it was a remarkable or positive or pejorative experience.”

“Eighty percent of people who come to me,” he contend-
ed, “are sexual abuse victims, mostly from a time when they 
were prepubescent, so I’ll say to them, ‘Tell me about that.’

“I’ll ask them, ‘Tell me about what your experiences as 
a Catholic in the Church are or were. Did you worship as 
a family? If so, tell me about what that was like.’”

“I’ll also probe about addictions. Pornography is a door-
way,” Fr. Thomas observed. Drugs such as meth, cocaine, 
and LSD are, as well. 

“I’ll also ask if they have been around the satanic and 
the New Age. The New Age is not necessarily satanic but 
it certainly is a doorway to the satanic.” So are, he noted, 
occultist practices such as séances, which are also sins 
against the First Commandment. 

For his final talk, Fr. Thomas spoke of the four ordinary 
means of our lives as Catholic Christian and how those 
are reasonable insurance against demonic harassment, 
oppression, or possession: prayer (fortify our faith), faith 
(i.e., our relationship with God), sacramental (sustains our 
faith), and a moral life (to live out our faith). 

He lamented that of all the most powerful tools at our 
disposal, the sacrament of “reconciliation is the most 
poorly used and most poorly understood."

Father left his audience with a chilling message: “Satan’s 
mission is very simple: Take as many of us with him as he 
can because he’s already lost.”

In his second talk, Dcn. Leatherby spoke about the 
Blessed Virgin’s role in our salvation. He observed with 
the Church Fathers that the “first member of the new 
Church is Mary. She is the new Eve.” Like the old Ark of 

the Covenant, which preceded Israel “into the Promised 
Land, she is the new Ark of the Covenant who leads us to 
the new Promised Land, her Son. 

“What did the old ark do for the people? It brought the 
Presence of God into their midst. Well, what does this new 
ark do? She brings the Presence of God into our midst.”

Fr. Samuel Weber, OSB, formerly of St. Eugene Cathedral 
and who now teaches at St. Patrick Seminary in Menlo 
Park, California, gave a workshop on sacred music. In it 
participants learned the difference between music that is 
actually worship and that which is merely worshipful. They 
were also exposed to a deeper understanding of the only 
two forms of music specifically called for by the Second 
Vatican Council: Gregorian chant and polyphony. 

In his next presentation, Steve Patton warned marriage 
prep coordinators that when it came to couples who aren’t 
living the Church’s teachings on chastity, “I wouldn’t get 
into guilt or manipulation. Instead, I would present it as a 
serious moral matter, and I would present the true meaning 
and purpose of sex. If you really understand that, you’re 
going to want to wait until your wedding night. Experience 
shows that when engaged couples were shown the fullness 
and beauty of the Church’s teaching on sexual relations, 
fully one-third said decided they would wait until their 
wedding day.

“Many ask, ‘Why is it consummation on Saturday night 
and fornication on Friday night?’ It’s the same act, the 
same physical experience, but morally and religiously, it is 
a completely different thing.” 

One way he suggested of helping couples understand 
the difference between consummation and fornication is 
by helping them see something that is “critically impor-
tant: ‘It’s not just a cool ceremony we’re going through. 
Our relationship is becoming a sacrament, and our sexual 
intimacy is the physical expression of that two-become-one 
soul union.’ Most know they want their wedding day to 
be full of as much meaning as it can possibly have. ‘Don’t 
you want to get just as much out of your wedding night?’ 
They’re seeing it.” 

Furthermore, Patton continued, “Sex as God designed it 
has an inherently marital meaning. It has to be a free, total, 
faithful, fruitful expression of their love for each other. 
Whether it’s the priest, deacon, or sponsor couple who 
does this, you need to figure out who’s going to help them 
understand this in a loving, challenging, and successful 
way, and I know that from experience.”

The diocese’s Director of Marriage and Family Life John 
Galton, MA, spoke about effective use of the Church’s 
teaching documents, as well as how to be a more effective 
catechist in the classroom. 

In his workshops, Dr. Joseph Hollcraft spoke about evan-
gelizing catechesis, because if someone is not evangelized, 
if they do not have a burning desire for Christ, then the 
chances of catechesis being even marginally effective are 
slim. Additionally he spoke on how to forgive, even when 
it seems impossible. 

There were also a series of talks in Spanish given by 
Mary Ann Wiesinger of the Diocese of Oakland, Fr. Raúl 
Lemus, and nationally known Catholic speaker Hector 
Molina. 

The next Congress is planned for November 2015. ❖

(Congress, cont.)

Hector Molina prepares to give a talk in Spanish.

Dr. Steve Patton
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If you know anything about Pope Benedict XV (1914-21), 
you know he was not an impressive looking man.  

It is said he was so short that when he sat on his papal 
throne, he was lucky his shoes touched the floor. He walked 
with a limp. His complexion was pale, and his eyes were 
set deep over heavy, dark circles. 

But looks belie the man. He was an intellectual giant and 
courageous. He fought for peace, struggling to bring it through 
almost the entire length of World War I (we commemorated 
the hundredth anniversary of the conflict’s start this past July).

Born Giacomo Della Chiesa, firstborn son of a noble 
family, he ascended to the Chair of Peter following Pope 
St. Pius X’s death on August 20, 1914. Benedict was well-
qualified. He had three doctorates, spoke several languages, 
had been a successful papal diplomat, was a man of char-
acter, and had served as archbishop of Bologna. 

As one of his first acts, Benedict released the encyclical 
letter Ad Beatissimi Apostolorum on November 1, 1914. This 
ardent appeal for peace demonstrated his formidable intel-
lect, his courage, his willingness to stand for what is right, 
yes. But what it also did was show the fountain of passion of 
which he was capable. In places, it makes for stirring reading.

Since this month marks the document’s hundredth 
anniversary and since the world is once again in “wars and 
rumors of war,” it might help to revisit what this impressive 
man had to say.

While the following excerpts only touch on what he 
wrote vis-à-vis peace, the whole document—which was 
the blueprint for his pontificate—is worth reading because 
it is just as timely now as when he wrote it.

3. … as soon as we were able ... to survey the course of 
human affairs, our eyes were met by the sad conditions 
of human society, and we could not but be filled with 
bitter sorrow. For what could prevent [my] soul [from 
being] deeply distressed by the spectacle presented the 
whole world? ... On every side the dread phantom of 
war holds sway: there is scarce room for another thought 
in the minds of men. The combatants are the greatest 
and wealthiest nations of the earth... [Day] by day the 
earth is drenched with newly-shed blood and is covered 

with the bodies of the wounded and of the slain. Who 
would imagine as we see them thus filled with hatred 
of one another, that they are all of one common stock, 
all of the same nature, all members of the same human 
society? Who would recognize brothers, whose Father is 
in Heaven? Yet, while with numberless troops the furious 
battle is engaged, the sad cohorts of war, sorrow, and 
distress swoop down upon every city and every home. 
Day by day the mighty number of widows and orphans 
increases, and with the interruption of communications, 
trade is at a standstill; agriculture is abandoned; the arts 
are reduced to inactivity; the wealthy are in difficulties; 
the poor are reduced to abject misery; all are in distress. 

4. Moved by these great evils, we thought it Our duty, 
at the very outset of Our pontificate, to … [implore] 
rulers to consider the floods of tears and of blood already 
poured out and to hasten to restore to the nations the 
blessings of peace. …. Surely there are other ways and 
means whereby violated rights can be rectified. Let them 
be tried honestly and with good will, and let arms mean-
while be laid aside. 

6. Our Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven for the 
very purpose of restoring amongst men the Kingdom of 
Peace, which the envy of the devil had destroyed, and 
it was His will that it should rest on no other foun-
dation than that of brotherly love. These are His own 
oft-repeated words: “A new commandment I give unto 
you: That you love one another (John 14:34); “This is 
my commandment that you love one another” (John 
15:12); “These things I command you, that you love 
one another” (John 15:17); as though His one office and 
purpose was to bring men to mutual love.

... He bids us be brothers one to another and calls us 
His brethren... 

7. Far different from this is the behavior of men today. 
Never perhaps was there more talking about the broth-
erhood of men…. But in reality never was there less 

brotherly activity amongst men than at the present 
moment…. Peoples are more divided by jealousies than 
by frontiers … 

9. The second cause of the general unrest we declare to 
be the absence of respect for the authority of those who 
exercise ruling powers. Ever since the [rebellion of Adam 
and Eve] the bonds of duty these should exist between 
superior and inferior have been so weakened as almost 
to have ceased to exist. The unrestrained striving after 
[self-]independence, together with overweening pride, 
has little-by-little found its way everywhere; it has not 
even spared the home, although the natural origin of the 
ruling power in the family is as clear as the noonday sun. 
Nay, more deplorable still, it has not stopped at the steps 
of the sanctuary.

10. In presence of such perversity of thought and of 
action, subversive of the very constitution of human 
society, it would not be right for Us ... to keep silence, 
and We remind the peoples of the earth of that doctrine 
that no human opinion can change: “There is no power 
but from God: and those that [rule] are ordained of 
God” (Rom 13:1).

14. But there is still, Venerable Brethren, a deeper root 
of the evils we have hitherto been deploring, and unless 
the efforts of good men concentrate on its extirpation, 
tranquil … peacefulness of human relations … can never 
be attained. The apostle himself tells us what it is: “The 
desire of money is the root of all evils” (1 Tim 6:10). 
If any one considers the evils [that presently burden] 
human society, [we can see they all] spring from this 
root. 

15. Once the malleable minds of children have been molded 
by godless schools, and the ideas of the inexperienced 
masses have been formed by a bad [media], and when by 
means of … other influences [people have been told] that 
most pernicious error that man must not hope for a state 
of eternal happiness, [rather] it is here, here below, [where] 
he is to be happy in the enjoyment of wealth and honor and 
pleasure—what wonder that those men whose very nature 
was made for happiness should (with all the energy which 
impels them to seek that very good) break down whatever 
delays or impedes their obtaining it.

16. Christ our Lord, foreseeing the present state of things, 
definitely stated in His sublime Sermon on the Mount, 
what are the real “beatitudes” of man in the world; and 
thereby in a certain sense He laid down the foundations 
of Christian philosophy. 

17. Now, the whole secret of this divine philosophy is that 
what are called the goods of this mortal life have indeed 
the appearance of good. However, they do not possess 
the reality. Therefore, it is not in the enjoyment of them 
that man can [find happiness]. In the divine plan, riches, 
glory, and pleasure are so [incapable of] bringing happi-
ness to man that if he really wishes to be happy, he must 
… renounce them all. ... That is to say, it is through the 
sorrows and sufferings and miseries of this life, patiently 
borne with, as it is right that they should be, that we shall 
enter into possession of those true and imperishable goods 
which “God hath prepared for them that love Him” (1 
Cor 2:9). This most important teaching of our Faith is 
overlooked by many. [By] not a few it has been completely 
forgotten. 

18. Hence it is necessary to revive it once more in [every-
one’s mind], for in no other way can individuals and 
nations attain peace. Let us, then, bid those who are 
undergoing distress of whatever kind not to cast their 
eyes down to the earth in which we are as pilgrims but 
to raise them to heaven to which we are going: “For we 
have not here a lasting city, but we seek one that is to 
come” (Heb 13:14). ❖  

Ad Beatissimi Apostolorum: 100 Years of a Vision of Peace



NORTH COAST CATHOLIC / NOVEMBER 2014 / www.srdiocese.org   9St. Andrew Avellino; Bl. Johannes Prassek and companions ❖  11/11 St. Martin of Tours; St. Menna of Egypt; St. Theodore the Studite

in the United States: 48,046 seminarians, 600 seminaries; 
1970, 28,819 seminarians; 2013, 5,046 seminarians, 159 
seminaries), a decline in the number of sisters (in 1965 
in the US, 180,000 sisters, of whom 104,000 taught; 2013, 
50,086 sisters, with 3,515 teaching), and a sense that much 
of Catholic doctrine was now open to interpretation. 

Perhaps the greatest point of controversy was his 1968 
encyclical on contraception, Humanae Vitae (“On Human 
Life”). In it he decided to uphold 2,000 years of unchanged 
Church teaching. Reaction was explosive and negative. 

Up to this point, this Pope had wielded a prolific pen. 

For instance, in his first five years as Pontiff, he wrote eight 
encyclicals, including the must read Ecclesiam Suam (“On 
Paths of the Church”).

After the firestorm caused by Humanae Vitae, however, 
he never wrote another one. He had other writings, it is 
true, such as the masterful “Credo of the People of God,” 
but never another encyclical. 

Perhaps this criticism and dissent were why he said in 
1972:

Referring to the situation of the Church today, the 
Holy Father affirms that he has a sense that “from 
some fissure the smoke of Satan has entered the 
temple of God.” There is doubt, incertitude, prob-
lematic, disquiet, dissatisfaction, confrontation. 
There is no longer trust of the Church; [people] 
trust the first profane prophet who speaks in some 
journal or some social movement, and they run 
after him and ask him if he has the formula of 
true life. Doubt has entered our consciences, and 
it entered by windows that should have been open 
to the light.... 

This state of uncertainty even holds sway in the 
Church. There was the belief that after the Council 
there would be a day of sunshine for the history 
of the Church. Instead, it is the arrival of a day 
of clouds, of tempest, of darkness, of research, of 
uncertainty.... How has this come about? … there 
has been an intervention of an adverse power. Its 
name is the devil….  

But confusion wasn’t the only mark of his pontificate. 
He was the first pontiff to receive the head of the Anglican 
Communion in audience. He was the first pope in centuries 
to meet with the Orthodox patriarch of Constantinople, 
and during this meeting both men rescinded the excom-
munications that led to the Great Schism in 1054 (i.e., when 
Eastern Orthodoxy definitively split from Catholicism). 

He also all but officially reconciled the Catholic Church 

with the Coptic Church. One of the 84 people he canonized 
was St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, making her the first American 
citizen to achieve this distinction.

He died August 6, 1978, after a massive heart attack. His 
memorial is September 26. 

“When we look to this great pope, this courageous Chris-
tian, this tireless apostle,” the Holy Father said, in reference 
to the new blessed, “we cannot but say in the sight of God 
a word as simple as it is heartfelt and important: thanks!... 
Thank you, our dear and beloved Pope Paul VI! Thank you 
for your humble and prophetic witness of love for Christ 
and his Church!”

Referring to him as “the great helmsman of the Council,” 
Pope Francis cited Bl. Paul VI’s words at the closing of its 
final session: “Perhaps the Lord has called me and pre-
served me for this service not because I am particularly fit 
for it, or so that I can govern and rescue the Church from 
her present difficulties, but so that I can suffer something 
for the Church, and in that way it will be clear that He, and 
no other, is her guide and Savior.”

“In this humility,” Pope Francis continued, “the gran-
deur of Bl. Paul VI shines forth: Before the advent of a 
secularized and hostile society, he could hold fast, with 
farsightedness and wisdom—and at times alone—to the 
helm of the Barque [ship] of Peter, while never losing his 
joy and his trust in the Lord.”

At the conclusion of Mass, and before presiding over 
the weekly Angelus prayer, Pope Francis welcomed all 
the pilgrims who had traveled to Rome to take part in the 
beatification.

The Holy Father also noted that Bl. Paul VI “was a 
staunch supporter of the mission ad gentes” (mission to 
the gentiles), adding that “it is the witness above all of the 
apostolic exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi with which he 
intended to reawaken the enthusiasm and the commitment 
of the Church for the mission.”

Evangelii Nuntiandi (“To Proclaim the Gospel”) “is still 
relevant,” Francis said. “It is significant to consider this 
aspect of the pontificate of Paul VI, especially today [Octo-
ber 19], which is celebrated as World Missionary Day.”

His Holiness also made mention of Bl. Paul VI’s “pro-
found Marian devotion.” In particular, he noted the new 
blessed’s proclamation of Mary as “Mother of the Church” 
at the “close of the third session of the Second Vatican 
Council,” as well as his 1974 apostolic exhortation on the 
right ordering and development of devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

Before leading the Angelus in Latin, Pope Francis called 
on Mary, Queen of Saints and Mother of the Church to 
“help us to faithfully realize the will of the Lord in our life, 
just as the new blessed did.” ❖

Pope, cont.)

Pope Paul VI visits Geneva to address ILO conference on 50th anniversary, June 10, 1969 (credit: UN photo, CNA)

(Editor’s note: In honor of Bl. Pope Paul VI’s beati�cation, 
we publish St. Mary Church (Arcata) parishioner Harriet 
Burr’s charming reminiscence of the time she met the Holy 
Father.)

Sunday morning, May 11, 1975, I was in a bus on the way 
to celebrate Pentecost Sunday Mass with our then-Pope, 
Paul VI. 

During each Holy Year or Jubilee Year, the Porta Sancta 
(Holy Door) is opened. Other than these years, the door 
is closed. Pilgrims visiting the Basilica of St. Peter during 
the Holy Year will enter through the Holy Door and turn 
to the right to see the beauty of Michelangelo Buonarotti’s 
Pietà sculpture.  Between the marble representation of 
Our Lady with her dead Son and the Porta Sancta is the 
door from which popes were traditionally carried into 
the basilica on something called the Sedia gestatoria (i.e., 
the gestatorial chair, literally the “chair for carrying;” St. 
John Paul II discontinued its use in 1978). Experienced 
pilgrims and the people of Rome knew this and gathered 
around it. 

I had come to Rome with the Mexican pilgrimage group 
Renovación Carismática, and we were staying at a board-
ing house in Rocca di Papa, about 16 miles from Rome. 
Due to tra�c, we arrived late at the basilica, and the Swiss 
Guard would not allow us to go through the Porta Sancta. 
We were instructed to enter through the gate on the 
opposite end of the building, between the sacristy door 
and the monumental statue of St. John of God. 

Our group was excited because at this Mass, Paul VI was 
to o�cially declare Mexico consecrated to the Holy Spirit. 
�is had been requested since the years of the Cristiada, the 
mass, bloody persecution of Catholics by the civil govern-
ment and the counter-insurgency waged by the faithful. 
(Editor’s note: Also known as the Cristero War, this con�ict 
lasted from 1926–1929.)  

Upon entering most of the people hurried to get as close 
as possible to the entrance. We later learned the Swiss 
Guard calculated over 32,000 people attended the Mass, 
much more than expected. 

About a dozen of us stayed there between the side door 
and the main altar. Suddenly the door opened, and Pope 
Paul appeared on the gestatorial chair! 

He began to address our small group, asking where 
we were from. When he got to me, I answered him, 
“Soy de California pero vengo con el grupo de México” 
(I’m from California, but I am here with the group 
from Mexico).

Immediately he was so happy. He opened up his arms 
and answered me, “Mes-si-co.” And then everyone 
applauded, and the conversation opened up. In Spanish 
and a little bit of French, we all had a wonderful time, 
full of joy and blessings. �is little visit lasted for about 
30 minutes. 

�en he told us the Swiss Guard had decided that it 
was safe enough for him to continue into the basilica. 
And now this kind man whom I met has been declared 
a blessed. What a blessing … for me and the Church. ❖

My 30 Minutes 
with the Pope
by Harriet A. Burr

If you want peace,

work for justice.

POPE PAUL VI�

�
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Cathedral School Employs the Golden Rule
When they learned of the Napa earthquake, St. Eugene 
Cathedral School students were inspired by Jesus’ words: 
“So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so 
to them” (Matt 7:12).  

As a result, they immediately started thinking of what 
they could do to help Napa’s St. John the Baptist School. 
All the students started praying for inspiration at morning 
assembly. 

Not long thereafter the Student Council learned it cost 
St. John $96-per-day for the portable classrooms it is cur-
rently renting. This obviously doesn’t include the cost of 
repairs, which is enormous. 

The Student Council sprung into action, making beauti-
ful posters to hang throughout the school, and they also 
went into every classroom to talk about St. John’s situation 
and what St. Eugene could do to help raise money. 

The Council designated September 24 as a special day 
to help St. John. Students, faculty, and staff paid $3.00 to 
wear free dress, and it had to be in red and white in honor 
of St. John’s school colors. 

“The collected monies were sent to St. John for its relief 
fund,” reports Catherine Buse, St. Eugene’s development 
director. “We are proud to say that St. Eugene raised over 
$1,100 for St. John Catholic School, further demonstrating 
our strong Catholic sense of community.” The school did 
another paid dress toward the end of last month and raised 
an additional $600-plus. 

Said Fr. Frank Epperson, cathedral rector, “I am so proud 
of our students for the way they rallied together and raised 
money for such a worthy cause.” ❖

Your Help Is Requested
St. John the Baptist Catholic School enjoys a legacy pres-
ence in the Napa Valley, having educated thousands of 
students in over 100 years of operation . . . 

This year, we have been faced with an incredibly chal-
lenging [situation]. The August 24 earthquake significantly 
damaged our historic building. We sustained substantial 
plaster damage, water pipe breaks, dropped light fixtures, 
broken ceiling tiles, exterior mortar loss, and technology 
loss. Repairs are expected to take several months, and we 
have temporarily closed the most extensively damaged 
and original section of the school, which was built in 1926. 
Adding to the cost of all repairs and restoration is the cost 
of relocating three classrooms and three offices.”

—Nancy Jordan, principal, 
St. John the Baptist School, Napa

From diocesan Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
John Collins 

There is such a thing as our togetherness in Catholic school 
education. I appeal to your sense of this togetherness. I ask 
for 100% participation in supporting one of our schools 
in this time of its need. 100% participation. After all, the 
success of one school is the success of all, the need of one 
is the need of all. 

To Students: Another Catholic school—like yours—
needs your help. It is St. John the Baptist School in Napa. 
This school was heavily damaged by an earthquake this 
past August. (See the pictures to get an idea of the extent.) 
The school is being repaired, but the cost is very high. 
Please help St. John’s. Whatever money you could give to 
help with the cost of repairs is appreciated. And please keep 
this school in your prayers. (If you have already helped St. 
John’s, THANK YOU!)

To Parents: St. John the Baptist School is one of 15 Cath-
olic schools in the Diocese of Santa Rosa. These schools 
are connected in a number of ways—a common religion, 
a high quality curriculum, policies, principals meetings, 
a sports league, an academic decathlon, and otherwise. 

What you want for your child at your Catholic school is 
not different than what a St. John’s parent wants for her/
his child. This school community is struggling to right 
itself after being “rocked to its foundation” by the August 
24 earthquake. The cost of repairs is enormous. Could 
you help with a financial gift to the school? Any amount is 
helpful. Any amount is appreciated. God bless you. (If you 
have already helped St. John’s, THANK YOU.) 

To Teachers: Please help St. John the Baptist School in 
Napa to recover. Imagine the financial help and prayers 
you would like your school to receive were it affected by a 
natural catastrophe, the likes of which St. John’s has expe-
rienced and from which it is trying to recover. (If you have 
already helped St. John’s, THANK YOU!) ❖

(Sínodo, cont.)
recordar a los pastores que su primer deber es nutrir la grey que 
el Señor les ha confiado y de salir a buscar—con paternidad y 
misericordia y sin falsos miedos—la oveja perdida.”

La tarea del Obispo de Roma, indicó, es la de “recordar 
a todos que la autoridad en la Iglesia es servicio.”

Citando a su predecesor, el Sumo Pontífice Emérito Bene-
dicto XVI, el Papa señaló que “la Iglesia está llamada y se 
empeña en ejercitar este tipo de autoridad que es servicio, y la 
ejercita no a título propio, sino en el nombre de Jesucristo… a 
través de los Pastores de la Iglesia, de hecho, Cristo apacienta 
a su grey: es Él que la guía, la protege, la corrige porque la 
ama profundamente. Pero el Señor Jesús, Pastor supremo de 
nuestras almas, ha querido que el Colegio Apostólico, hoy los 
Obispos, en comunión con el Sucesor de Pedro … participa-
ran en este misión suya de cuidar al pueblo de Dios, de ser 
educadores de la fe, orientando, animando y sosteniendo a la 
comunidad cristiana, o como dice el Concilio, ‘cuidando sobre 
todo que cada uno de los fieles sean guiados en el Espíritu 
Santo a vivir según el Evangelio su propia vocación, a practicar 
una caridad sincera y operosa y a ejercitar aquella libertad con 
la que Cristo nos ha librado’ (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 6)… Y 
a través de nosotros—continúa el Papa Benedicto – es que el 
Señor llega a las almas, las instruyen las custodia, las guía. San 
Agustín en su Comentario al Evangelio de San Juan dice: ‘Sea 
por lo tanto un empeño de amor apacentar la grey del Señor’ 
(123,5); esta es la suprema norma de conducta de los ministros 
de Dios, un amor incondicional, como aquel del buen Pastor, 
lleno de alegría, abierto a todos, atento a los cercanos y premu-
roso con los lejanos (cf. S. Agustín, Discurso 340, 1; Discurso 
46,15), delicado con los más débiles, los pequeños, los simples, 
los pecadores, para manifestar la infinita misericordia de Dios 
con las confortantes de la esperanza(c f. Id., Carta 95,1).”

El Papa Francisco subrayó que “la Iglesia es de Cristo—
es su esposa—y todos los Obispos, en comunión con el 
Sucesor de Pedro, tienen la tarea y el deber de custodiarla 
y de servirla, no como patrones sino como servidores.

“El Papa en este contexto no es el señor supremo sino más 
bien el supremo servidor—‘Il servus servorum Dei;’ el garante 
de la obediencia, de la conformidad de la Iglesia a la voluntad 
de Dios, al evangelio de Cristo y al Tradición de la Iglesia 
poniendo de parte todo arbitrio personal, siendo también—
por voluntad de Cristo mismo—‘el Pastor y Doctor supremo 
de todos los fieles’ y gozando ‘de la potestad ordinaria que es 
suprema, plena, inmediata y universal de la iglesia.’” ❖
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Kerala, India (CNA)—A former Muslim imam who con-
verted to Christianity believes that God protected him from 
death threats and torture at the hands of his family members.

“The holy Qur’an converted me to Christianity,” said Mario 
Joseph, a former imam who shared the story of his conversion 
and subsequent persecution on the HM Television program 

Changing Tracks, broadcast by the EUK Mamie Foundation.
Mario Joseph grew up in India in a Muslim family. His 

mother dedicated him to God when he was a baby. She 
had rejected doctors’ advice to abort him when she had 
an infected womb during pregnancy.

 Enrolled at a young age in a Muslim Arabic college in 

the southern Indian state of Kerala, he studied philosophy 
and theology for 10 years. He became an imam before he 
reached the age of 18.

After someone asked him about who Jesus was, Mari Joseph 
began to investigate Christianity. Studying the Qur’an, he 
noticed that the name of Jesus was mentioned more often 
than the name of Islam’s prophet Mohammed and that Mary, 
known in Arabic as Mariam, was the only woman mentioned 
by name in the Qur’an. In Islam, Mary is recognized as a 
perpetual virgin who was conceived without sin.

 It struck him to consider why the Qur’an would “give 
more preference to Jesus” and why it says “all these things 
about Mariam.”

The Qur’an describes Jesus as the “Word of God” and the 
“Spirit of God.” It says Jesus healed the sick and brought 
the dead to life and went to heaven alive. It does not depict 
the Prophet Mohammed doing any of this, he explained.

In addition, Mario Joseph came to understand God as a 
father, something also taught by Christianity.

“Whenever I think that the Creator of the universe is 
my dad, I have a kind of joy which I cannot express,” he 
said in an interview. With this motivation, he explained, 
“I decided to accept Jesus.”

However, this conversion to Christianity triggered a 
violent reaction from family members, he said, recounting 
that his father found him at a Catholic retreat center and 
beat him badly, to the point that he lost consciousness. 

Mario Joseph said his father was obeying the law of the 
Qur’an, which punishes those who leave Islam.

Mario Joseph is now staying at a Catholic retreat center 
in India, where he gives talks in various languages. He took 
the name “Mario,” a male version of Mary in Italian. He 
also took the name Joseph for Mary’s spouse.

“I ask [for] the intercession of Mary, and I know she is 
protecting me wherever I am,” he said.

In addition, the Catholic convert stressed the importance 
of Church teaching, especially the Eucharist.

 Mario Joseph said he did not expect he would still be 
alive 18 years after his conversion. He said people are still 
trying to kill him, and his parents held a mock funeral cer-
emony for him to signify he was an outcast. On the mock 
grave, they marked as his death date the date of his baptism.

Although he has had no contact with his family mem-
bers, he prays for them and believes “God can touch them 
within a moment.”

Even if they never accept Christianity, he explained, “I’m 
always saying ‘Jesus, please take them to heaven.’” ❖
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Longtime Bishop’s Secretary Retires
Gatekeeper. Confidant. Second mother to the priests. 
Bull’s-eye wearer. 

These words and many more have described Pam 
Hawkins, who has served two bishops as their secretary 
over the last 14 years. Now, professionally speaking, only 
one word describes her.

Retiree. 
On Wednesday, October 15, Hawkins retired from the 

position she held, a tough, sometimes brutal job she did 
so well, she made it look easy. 

She began working at the chancery in the fall of 2000. 
Unhappy in her previous position, her then-pastor Fr. 
Stephen Canny suggested she send in her resume. She had 
her first interview on a Friday, and the following Tuesday, 
she was offered the job. 

Bishop Walsh said she wanted the job and had a passion 
for it because “she had a love for priests.”

Indeed, Hawkins loved the Church period. She even 
wanted to be a Sister growing up. “But then I hit eighth 
grade and discovered boys,” she says.

However when she took the job working for Bishop 
Walsh, her sister called her and said, “You would think 
you’ve been ordained,” the way their mother was going 
around bragging about her. 

“When I came in, I wanted to make a small difference 
for people,” she says.

But she didn’t. Rather she made a huge difference. 
Whether it was abuse victims wanting to yell at someone, 
anyone connected with the Church, priests who felt lonely 
or abandoned and disconnected, she gave them an ear and 
a modicum of comfort. 

For the clergy, at least those on the Priests Council, she 
gave them more than comfort, she gave them food, lots of it, 
and it was all homemade, from the salads to the desserts. She 
also had a large role in planning and executing any function 

in the office, from meetings to office Christmas parties. And 
then of course there were the two bishops who she served 
with tremendous professionalism and hard work.

It was little and big things like these that prompts Hawkins’ 
friend and colleague for 11 years Julie Sparacio, the diocese’s 
director of Child and Youth Protection, to say, “Yes, someone 
will eventually fill her position, but no one will ever replace her.”

At the height of the abuse scandal, she recalls, “I remember 
the reporters, every time something happened, they were out 
front. We’d have to almost sneak out of the building. 

“I remember one time reporters came in [to interview 
His Excellency], and I said, right up front I said, ‘Do not 

beat up my bishop, because then you have to answer to me,’ 
and Bishop Walsh just kinda laughed. They just looked at 
me, gave me a strange look, but that’s how I felt.”

For the time being, she will spend her retirement 
focusing on family because “time is precious.” After that, 
Hawkins plans on “downsizing, cleaning out, enjoying the 
holidays without so much pressure and stress, and then we 
want to travel. I want to go through all the Southern states. 
My husband wants see the fall colors. 

“And along the way,” says the huge NASCAR fan with a 
chuckle and that lovely grin that kept the curia’s halls bright 
for 14 years, “we’ll hit the racetracks.”

Morning Prayer
So far today, God, I’ve done all right. 

I haven’t gossiped, lost my temper, 
been greedy, lustful, prideful, nasty, 

selfish, or overindulgent.

I’m very thankful for that. 
However, in a few minutes, Lord, 
I’m going to have to get out of bed, 

and from that point on, 
I’ll probably need a lot more help.

Amen.

�

�
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His story
The day I walked onto my first adult film shoot, I was 
19, sexually confused, and a somewhat gullible young 
man who had spent much of his life, from kindergarten to 
twelfth grade, in Catholic parochial schools. 

Rather proudly, though, I had made the choice to be on 
that set and thought of myself as a rising porn star. I believed 
I controlled my own destiny. In terms of performing, I had 
already decided what I would and absolutely would not be 
willing to do. Little did I know that within a few short years, I 
would descend into the very depths of sickness and depravity. 

But how did a former altar boy go from being born and 
raised in a stable and loving middle-class American home 
to starring in same-sex adult films?

My story of how I fell into the hell of pornography started 
at age eight when I saw my first Playboy. Instantaneously, I 
was mesmerized. Everything was so beautiful. I could not 
take my eyes off of it or ever get enough. 

Breathlessly, I waited to find unseen or newly published 
issues, either from an older brother or through my school 
chum whose father owned a vast collection. Yet, slowly, I 
became immune to the explicit images I was seeing and 
longed for more graphic content. 

This was also happening with my male friends, who 
often brazenly brought pornographic magazines with them 
to school as we traded them rather openly on the play-
ground. By the early 1980s when the home-video revolu-
tion brought a VCR into every home, we were all buying 
porn videos through the mail and deepening our addiction. 

In pornography, I saw every type of sexual activity imagin-
able. Because of this openness and the seeming acceptance 
of it from my friends and male elders, I unwittingly came to 
think all sexuality was equally good and worthy of admiration. 

By the time I graduated from high school, I was thor-
oughly bewildered as to my own sexual identity. In addition, 
I had matriculated through Catholic schools during a time 
of great disorder and experimentation that resulted in dog-
matic and moral orthodoxy being replaced with personal 
understanding and fulfillment. Consequently, I knew next to 
nothing about what the Church taught concerning sexuality. 

Like so many others, I restlessly sought an answer to why 
I felt different as I explored the seemingly innocuous world 
of sexual freedom porn had promised. What I discovered 
was a landscape devastated by sadness and disease. 

Within a few years, many of my friends succumbed to 
AIDS, suicide, and drug abuse. The fantasy of porn proved 
anything but glamorous.

Then, suddenly, like the phantasm it was, the world of 
false freedoms, porn, and sex began to fall apart before my 
eyes. I was left alone. No one wanted me. I did not even 
want myself, and I had nowhere to go. 

At that point, my choices were few and my options 
almost nonexistent. I could stay in the life I was in and 
die, or I could turn towards Our Lord Jesus Christ and live. 

Yet, inexplicable as it seemed, Jesus had been waiting 
for me all that time. I didn’t know why, but I was drawn to 
Him. Within seconds of my death, I chose Jesus.

Her story
I hustled for eight years in strip clubs and brothels, man-
handling my way to the Big Top, where I was promised 
fame, fortune, and glamour. I was 24 when I entered the 
world of porn. My stage name was Roxy, and I performed 
my circus tricks in about 30 hardcore movies between 
1993 and 1994. There was nothing I wouldn’t do to prove 
to the world that I would become the next hottest porn 
star sensation.

I began my porn training at age nine when I was sexually 
abused by a female classmate and her teenage brother in a 
swimming pool. I was a normal kid who did normal things 
like play with Barbie and watch Sesame Street, when out of 
the blue, my Ken doll decided to take the fantasy too far 
and pull down his trunks and violate Barbie. 

I became a damaged, “dirty” little girl overnight. And 
damaged little girls are exactly what the porn industry 
preys and depends upon. (It is estimated that 90 percent 
of porn performers are sexual abuse survivors.) 

I repeat, damaged little girls. We were afraid to tell, so we 
never had the chance to heal from our sexual wounds. We felt 
discarded and turned into angry, revengeful little girls acting 
out our pain to get attention.

As we entered out teenage years, we discovered our sexu-
ality could be used as a tool to gain back control and get 
even with society for ignoring us for so long. We followed 
older rebellious role models like Madonna and expressed 
ourselves in skimpy skirts and tight little shirts. 

Nobody ever asked us what happened to make us like 
this. Therefore we were left by ourselves in our tears and 
shame to survive and train for the only thing for which we 
believed we were ever good: sex.

Years later I caught genital herpes, a non-curable disease, 
and HPV, which led to cervical cancer. I had half of my 
cervix removed, left the porn industry, and pretended like 
it never happened, but I was an emotional wreck. I began to 

The Perspective of Two Former Adult Performers
by Shelley Lubben and Joseph Sciambra

[Editor’s note: This is a parental advisory. This article 
addresses delicate subjects not suitable for minors. Please 
use discretion.]

experience regular flashbacks and nightmares of my horrible 
past. I woke up screaming and punching my pillow. 

I was battling real demons, and I needed real help. I knew 
I needed to go to church. Desperate for any help I could 
get, I pulled out the Yellow Pages and chose the first church 
my finger landed on. 

I went through several hard years of grieving and healing 
from the devastation of my past. I had to fight the good fight of 
faith by applying the Word of God to everything. When Satan 
reminded me of all the old porn movies, I would remind him 
I was this new creature who never did porn movies.

Why bring this up in a diocesan newspaper? 
Pornography has become one of our nation’s biggest indus-
tries. If, praise God, it is not in your house, it is certainly 
in a neighbor’s.

•  Every second, $3,075.64 is spent on pornography and 
28,258 people are viewing it. 

•  Roughly 90 percent of young men and nearly one-
third of young women use pornography. 

•  The largest group viewing pornography online are 
ages 12–17. 

•  More than 11 million teens regularly view porn 
online. 

•  Seventy percent of men aged 18–24 visit porn sites 
in a typical month. 

•  The average age at which a child first sees porn 
online is 11. 

•  There are 4.2 million pornographic websites, 420 
million pornographic web pages, and 68 million 
daily search engine requests for porn. 

•  The Internet pornography industry generates $12 
billion dollars in annual revenue, larger than the 
combined annual revenues of ABC, NBC, and CBS. 

•  At the 2003 meeting of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers, a gathering of the nation’s 
divorce lawyers, attendees revealed that 58 percent 
of their divorces were a result of one spouse looking 
at excessive amounts of pornography online.

•  Studies show that upwards of 50–64 percent of 
regular church attendees use pornography at least 
once-per-month.

•  Neuroscience has proven that use of pornography 
rewires the brain, making pornography addiction 
one of the most difficult to overcome. ❖
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by Mara Russo

During the last two years I managed to put on some 
unwanted pounds. As a woman, I would rather yank out 
my own eyelashes than to confide any sort of number to 
anyone, so let’s just say that most of my favorite clothes 
don’t fit anymore. 

Since I can’t complain, “It’s the baby weight!” anymore (the 
“baby” is 4.5-years-old), and I don’t have a rare metabolic 
disorder, and I’m not growing extra random appendages, I’ve 
had to face the same fact as many others in this situation: 
I have to put down the fork and put on my running shoes.

I’ve only been at this “eat right and exercise” thing for 
about two weeks, but I’ve already noticed a difference! 

For example, I saw someone eating a funnel cake at our 
parish’s Fall Festival last weekend, and I realized I now had 
the strength and energy to chase her down, knock her out 
with my purse, and steal her food. 

A few days ago, instead of indulging in the kids’ nutri-
tionally challenged chocolate cereal, I poured a bowl of 
some odd looking millet/quinoa/oat blend, and topped it 
off with unsweetened almond milk. My darling husband 
insisted it was not bad, “kind of like Grape-Nuts.” 

I have since come to a terrifying conclusion.
My husband is a big, fat liar.
To say that this cereal was awful is akin to saying that a 

colonoscopy is mildly invasive. After the first bite, I actually 
checked to make sure I wasn’t eating garden mulch. These 
tiny, round, innocuous looking bits could easily double as 
air soft gun pellets for my sons.

Starving—and having no time to fix anything else—I 
sputtered and gagged my way through the entire bowl. 

I consoled myself with the hope that some poor soul in 
purgatory may have benefitted from my sacrifice. As I 
grimaced through the last few bites, I imagined hordes 
of the most hardened sinners being sprung from their 
purgatorial anguish.

I then realized a parallel between spiritual and physical 
reality. Getting healthy requires hard work and self denial. 
Going to the gym nearly every day and eating healthfully 
are not easy, to be sure, but as we all know, the reward is 
well worth it! 

Likewise, being a couch potato and eating junk will make 
a person unhealthy and unfit. 

Sometimes going to Sunday Mass instead of staying at 
home for whatever reason is tough. Life may seem too fren-
zied to take time for prayer, and getting the kids together 
to say the Rosary after dinner might be more of a challenge 
than eating gravel disguised as cereal. Nevertheless it is 
precisely this spiritual discipline that results in spiritual 
health-and the reward for this is heaven! 

By the way, I’m reasonably certain that in heaven we can 
eat bacon and waffles for breakfast. ❖
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srdadv@sonic.net ❖ (714) 323-9972As a dedicated football fan, I hate being told “it’s just a 
game.”

Sure, football is a game. So is electoral politics. So were 
the gladiatorial contests that once made Christian martyrs. 
Games can be serious business.

But this much is true: You don’t want being a fan to 
become a spiritual distraction. Does it matter whether my 
Fighting Irish qualify for college football’s first-ever post-
season playoff? Absolutely! But it doesn’t matter as much 
as the salvation of souls. Like every other natural good, we 
need to harmonize football with our larger spiritual goals.

Here then are some Bible verses for true fans preparing 
to enjoy a weekend of the world’s greatest sport.

1) When preparing to watch (or play) a really important game
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope 
is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation, my 
fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my salva-
tion and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
before him; God is a refuge for us. (Psalm 62:5–8)

Here’s the most important thing to understand about 
football. It’s a struggle to triumph over adversity. Why is 
that so exciting? Because life is a struggle for victory under 
adverse conditions. Our real goal is salvation. But the road 
to salvation can be daunting, which is why we’re inspired by 
other instances of success under pressure. Remind yourself 
before a big game: where does the real struggle lie, and who 
pulls us through it?

2) When your team scores a touchdown
O Lord, in your strength the king rejoices, and in your 
salvation how greatly he exults! You have given him 
his heart’s desire and have not withheld the request of 
his lips. (Psalm 21:1–2)

by Rachel Lu

Spiritual Dieting
Today I will live in the moment. Unless it is unpleasant. In which case I will eat a cookie. —Cookie Monster

I’ve never understood why some people are squeamish 
about praying over football. Is it something you love? Then 
why not thank God for the happy moments? We know that 
He’s the true source of strength and victory.

3) When the referees make a terrible call
I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, 
nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with 
knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all. 
(Ecclesiastes 9:11)

One of the really satisfying things about sport is that it 
seems fair in a way that life normally doesn’t. Everybody 
knows the rules. You don’t have to be popular in order to 
win. But that only makes us more upset when the justice 
of the sports arena is marred by a bad call on the part of 
an official.

That’s a good time for reminding ourselves that the NFL’s 
justice is not equivalent to God’s, and that football, however 
satisfying, cannot truly offer us living water.

4) If your team seems wildly overmatched
And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I 
have given them into your hands. Not a man of them 
shall stand before you.” (Joshua 10:8)

God frequently likes to lend a hand to the underdog. And 
in football as in the Bible, everyone loves a good come-
from-behind story (unless your team is the one ahead).

That’s because it makes us believe that redemption is 
possible. Whatever the odds, bear in mind that God can 
deliver us from any enemy.

5) If football has become so important to you that you have 
trouble focusing on other details in life

And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it 
off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to 
be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes 
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for 
you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into the hell of fire. (Matt 18:8–9)

Football is good. Hands, feet, and eyes are good too. But 
no earthly good is important in comparison to salvation. If 
you aren’t able to keep your love of football in perspective, 
you should probably try to back away. It’s not worth losing 
your soul over a game.

6) If your team finally emerges victorious
The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be 
my God, the rock of my salvation, the God who gave 
me vengeance and brought down peoples under me, 
who brought me out from my enemies; you exalted 
me above those who rose against me; you delivered 
me from men of violence. For this I will praise you, 
O Lord, among the nations, and sing praises to your 
name. Great salvation he brings to his king, and shows 
steadfast love to his anointed, to David and his off-
spring forever. (2 Sam 22:47–51)

In everything we do, we should always strive to give God 
the glory. Why should football be any different? ❖

Dr. Rachel Lu, PhD, teaches philosophy at the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. Reprinted with the kind 
permission of churchPOP.com.

6 Bible Verses to Help You Survive Game Day
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News Briefs
DIOCESAN 

There’s no debate: St. Vincent’s is tops
Congratulations to the St. Vincent de Paul High School 
debate team for its performance in a late September tour-
nament at California State University, Long Beach. Kylie 

Clark and Julia Hunter were unbeaten in the six prelimi-
nary debates, and Sky Doble and Adam Martin went 5-1 
in the preliminaries. Furthermore, Martin was ranked 
seventh best overall speaker. 

Both teams advanced from the elimination debates to 
the October final round at California State University, 
Fullerton. Martin and Doble made it all the way to the 
tournament’s semi-final bid round of the tournament, 
taking third place overall. Judges named Martin third 
overall speaker for the tournament.

Next the entire SVDP team (novice, JV, and varsity) 
competed October 11 in the first league debate of the year. 
Twenty-six debaters competed, and all of the first time 
novice debaters won at least one debate. 

New Catholic Charities executive director 
Good and bad news to report.

The bad: Dr. Len Marabella, PhD, is no longer interim 
executive director of the diocese’s Catholic Charities.

The good: He is no longer interim director because 
Catholic Charities’ board has named him executive direc-
tor in his own right. 

Marabella has served in an interim capacity since May 
and now becomes fully responsible for a 90 person orga-
nization with a $9.1 million budget that oversees a shelter, 
homeless housing, immigration counseling, senior ser-
vices, and rural food initiatives. 

A parishioner at St. Rose Church since 2002, he is a 
scientist by education, having received his BS in chemistry 
from Canisius College in Buffalo, New York, and a doctor-
ate in chemical physics at Indiana University, and he did 
work as a post-doctoral research associate at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Since then he has taught at Boston College, worked at 
Northrop Grumman, and held various technical, market-
ing, and executive positions in the business world.

He now brings that excellent background and joins it 
with a heart to serve the poor, disadvantaged, and strug-
gling among us.

Arcata appreciation dinner a smashing success
“In my ministry among you for the last 90 days, I have 
observed volunteers working with great commitment in 
various ministries. I deeply appreciate all that you do, and I 
thank you. You are amazing in working together as a team. 
You have a spirit of encouragement and appreciation. You 
make a difference. Stick around.” 

Fr. Balaswamy Govindu, the new pastor at St. Mary 
Church in Arcata, addressed these words to attendees of the 
parish’s volunteer appreciation dinner at Leavey Hall on the 
parish campus. The “team” to which he referred consists of 
the community’s extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist, 
lectors, choir, catechists, Altar Society, ushers, and those 
who coordinate the Sunday coffee hour. 

Parish correspondent Harriet Ann Burr added, “When-

ever good food is prepared, we know we can count on our 
Knights of Columbus, Italian Catholic Federation, and the 
Portuguese community. 

“And then there are those,” she continued, “that give their 
time to help at Betty Chinn Daycare Center, St. Joseph 
Hospital, and St. Vincent de Paul Dining Hall, not to men-
tion other community needs.”

Congratulations to the faithful of St. Mary Church for 
witnessing to Christ in such a present way. 

Santa Rosa Catholic Cursillo well represented at 
Fresno Regional Encounter

Five members of the Santa Rosa Cursillo’s Secretariat 
board (Lay Director Debbie Simonson, Spiritual Advisor 
Dcn. Joe Olsen, School of Leaders Director Nora Olsen, 
Pre- and Post-Cursillo Leader Don Covello, and Secretary/
Treasurer Mary Peterson) caravanned to Fresno recently 
for the October Regional Encounter of the National Cur-
sillo.  

Encounters link each Diocesan Secretariat affiliated with 
the National Cursillo in their regional area (the diocese 
sits within Region XI, which covers California, Hawaii, 
and Nevada).

Each day began and ended with communal prayer 
including Holy Mass. Participants enjoyed presentations 
on “How To Win Friends And Influence People” and how 
to deal with conflict.  A talent show entertained attendees 
after dinner Saturday evening.  

If you are a practicing Catholic and have made a Cursillo 
or would like to know more about this lay movement within 
our Church, please call Debbie Simonson 707-763-7165 or 
Dcn. Joe Olsen 707-536-7332.  

Ursuline alumna top “ski bum” 
Tara Puccioni, a 2010 graduate of Ursuline High School, 
is now a fifth year senior at University of California, Davis, 
and one of the water ski world’s top athletes.

From October 16-18, Puccioni—who also excels in 
basketball and volley-
ball—participated with 
her teammates at the 
national championships 
in Zachary, Louisiana, to 
defend their title. 

Out of 60 competi-
tors, Tara ended in fifth 
place for trick skiing, 
good enough to earn her 
a place on the medals 
podium. In the slalom, she placed twelfth. 

Sadly the team was not able to defend its title as several 
skiers could not afford the trip out, either because of mon-
etary or school considerations. Women’s water skiing is a 
club sport and thus not funded by the university. 

Puccioni began skiing as a five-year-old. She continued 
improving her skills all the while she attended St. John the 
Baptist School in Healdsburg and then while at Ursuline. 
The fifth year senior majors in biomedical engineering, 
and after college her father Mike says she wants to work 
with prosthetics. 

“I’ve always been so proud of her,” says her dad. “She was 
always a really good student and always really competitive 
in basketball, volleyball, soccer, and now water skiing. 
Everything she does she has a passion for it, whether its 
school or work or making the time to get out to practice. 
She always finds a way to do it all.”

Newman grad developing into NFL prospect 

Cardinal Newman High School graduate Scooby Wright 
(’13) has become a top defender in the Pac 12 Conference 
and a bona fide NFL prospect.

Wright holds down the middle linebacker spot for the 
University of Arizona Wildcats, and as of mid-October, led 
his conference in tackles. A similarly stellar first year led to 
his being named a freshman All American.

His biggest play so far this season came against top-
ranked University of Oregon. According to Santa Rosa’s 
Press Democrat newspaper, “Arizona was leading, but 
Oregon had the ball first-and-10 at the [Wildcat] 34 [yard 
line]…. This would be when [Oregon quarterback Marcus] 
Mariota would show he deserves the Heisman [Trophy, a 
collegiate award given annually to the nation’s best football 
player].

“Mariota took the snap. Wright caught him from behind.
“‘I’ve always been taught if you catch someone from 

behind,’ Wright said, ‘they don’t see you. Go for the ball.’
“Wright wanted to just knock the ball loose. So he 

slapped at [it]. A most remarkable thing happened. 
“‘My entire hand covered the ball,’ he said.
“The replay showed the smoothest fumble ever accom-

plished in the sport. As Mariota and Wright [fell] to the 
ground, Wright took the ball away not with a jerk, not 
with any abruptness. It was like a handoff. It happened so 
quickly everyone had to look at the replay. Wright took 
the ball to his midsection and hit the ground. Arizona ran 
out the clock.

“Oregon, a 23-point favorite loses. At home. To an 
unranked team that’s never played in the Rose Bowl. Oh, 
yes, it was Mariota’s first turnover of the season,” and one 
that some observers believe cost him a shot at the Heisman. 

For his efforts this season, Wright, a sophomore humani-
ties major who attended St. John the Baptist School in 
Healdsburg and St. Eugene School in Santa Rosa, has won 
several awards.

He is great, in the words of columnist Bob Padecky, at 
“turning criticism and rejection into motivation.” And he 
takes inspiration from the story of David and Goliath and 
his favorite Bible citation: As iron sharpens iron, so does 
one man sharpen another [Prov 27:17].”

The Walter Camp Football Foundation and the Pac-12 
Conference both named him defensive player of the week 
for his play against Washington State University. He also 
was chosen the Chuck Bednarik Award Player of the Week, 
which automatically puts him on the watch list for the 
trophy, given to the nation’s best defensive player of the 
year. 

As of this writing, Wright is third in the nation in sacks 
(9), third in tackles for loss (14), third in sacks per game 
(1.14), eleventh in solo tackles (49), twelfth in tackles per 
game (11.1) and twentieth in total tackles (78). Accord-
ing to the Arizona Daily Star, Wright is on pace for 140 
tackles in the regular season, which would be the most by 
a University of Arizona player since 1986.

Family �nds a tasty way to aid earthquake relief
If you happened by Sunshine Foods in St. Helena on Sat-
urday, October 11, you probably couldn’t help but notice 
the Wagner family. 

Joe, Amber, and their six children spent all day selling 
Amber’s homemade wine cakes along with smaller versions 
of the scrumptious confections to benefit the repair effort 
at St. John the Baptist School in Napa, which sustained 
major damage in last August’s earthquake. 
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Their son Dominic, a student at St. Helena Catholic 
School, came up with the idea as a way to help. The family 
raised over $450 to send to St. John. 

Way to go, Wagner family! Sharing to help sisters and 
brothers in Christ. It’s a great example of both solidarity 
and subsidiarity.

NATIONAL

Fr. Benedict Groeschel passes away at 81 
New York City (CNA/EWTN News)—Fr. Benedict J. 
Groeschel, CFR, author, former EWTN host, and one of 
the founders of the Community of Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal (CFRs), passed away at 11:00 p.m. on October 3. 
He was 81 years old.

“The Catholic Church 
and the Franciscan family 
lost a giant today,” the friars 
said in an October 4 state-
ment, expressing deep sad-
ness at Fr. Groeschel’s loss 
as well as relief “that God 
has set him free from the 
physical and mental suf-
fering he has experienced 
over the past decade.”

Fr. Groeschel was one 
of eight Capuchin friars 

in New York City who helped found the CFRs in 1987. The 
community is committed to poverty and evangelization.

Known for his love of the poor, he founded the St. Fran-
cis House for the homeless and Good Counsel Homes for 
pregnant women in crisis. He also directed Trinity Retreat 
House in Larchmont, New York, and taught at St. Joseph 
Seminary in Dunwoodie, New York.  

In addition, he became known as an author and preacher. 
For more than 25 years, he appeared on EWTN, hosting 
Sunday Night Live with Father Benedict Groeschel, among 
other programs.

His co-founder of the CFRs and friend Fr. Andrew 
Apostoli told North Coast Catholic in an exclusive inter-
view that he agrees with one assessment of Groeschel, that 
after Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Father was probably the 
Church’s leading preacher in the late twentieth and early 
twenty-first centuries. 

“He was a great spiritual leader,” said Fr. Apostoli. “He 
believed in our Franciscan reform, and he had great zeal. 
He followed out to the end what he saw as a renewal in our 
Capuchin Franciscan spirit. Father was a great man of man 
of God, and he had great charity for the poor and those in 
need of guidance, and he was always concerned for others. 
This was particularly seen in his love and care for the poor. 

“He was also a brilliant teacher and able to bring out 
of the storehouse both the new and the old, that is, tradi-
tional Catholic spirituality with contemporary psychology,” 
which for many was “helpful in their spiritual growth.”

Noting his deep desire to serve the poor, many also 
recalled his selflessness, wisdom, and trust in God’s provi-
dence, as well as his deep faith and love.

In 2004, Fr. Groeschel was hit by a car, suffering intra-
cranial bleeding and a heart attack, as well as having both 
legs, both arms, and several ribs broken. At the time his 
secretary said it would “take a miracle” for the priest—who 
was then 70 years old—to survive. Father not only survived, 
he recovered.

Fr. Groeschel stepped down as host of EWTN’s Sunday 
Night Prime television show in September 2012, after he 
made statements in the National Catholic Register suggest-
ing that a minor is “the seducer” in “a lot” of sexual abuse 
cases, and that many abusers on their first offense should 
not go to jail “because their intention was not committing 
a crime.”

He subsequently apologized for the comments, as did 
his religious community, the National Catholic Register 
and EWTN, who stressed that the priest’s physical health 
and mental clarity were both declining, noting that this 
comments did not reflect his life’s work.

Fr. Groeschel is survived by his sister, several nieces 
and nephews, 115 religious brothers and priests, and 31 
religious sisters, according to his religious community.

He was laid to rest on October 10. 

California bans forced sterilization of female inmates 

San Francisco (San Francisco Examiner)—A California 
sterilization ban, recently passed into law by Gov. Jerry 
Brown, will prevent mandated and non-consensual prison 
sterilizations from occurring—something that close to 150 
women were subjected to in a recent four-year period.

Writes the Washington Post, “Nearly 150 female inmates 
were sterilized between 2006 and 2010 by doctors under 
contract with the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation, according to the Center for Investiga-
tive Reporting. A May state audit reported that some of 
the tubal ligations in that time were done illegally without 
informed consent, according to Justice Now, an advocacy 
group.”

The measure was introduced after news reports and a 
subsequent investigation revealed that dozens of women 
were “coerced” into having their fallopian tubes clamped 
or severed—a process that prevents a female’s egg from 
entering the uterus—considered to be a permanent method 
of sterilization.

The Sacramento Bee reported the forced procedures—
which occurred at the California Institution for Women in 
Corona and the Valley State Prison for Women in Chow-
chilla—targeted women “deemed likely to return to prison 
in the future.”

Crystal Nguyen worked at the Valley State Prison infir-
mary in 2007, and said she would often hear the medical 
staff pushing the procedure onto inmates.

“I was like, ‘That’s not right,’” said the 28-year-old 
Nguyen, a mother herself. “Do they think they’re animals, 
and they don’t want them to breed anymore?”

Evidently yes.
The institution’s OB-GYN at the time, Dr. James Hein-

rich, told the Center for Investigative Reporting in an inter-
view regarding the sum of $147,460 that California paid 
him for the tubal ligations, “Over a 10-year period,” Hein-
rich said, “that isn’t a huge amount of money, compared 
to what you save in welfare paying for these unwanted 
children as they procreated more.”

City of Houston demands pastors turn over sermons 
Houston (FOXNews)—The City of Houston recently 
issued subpoenas demanding a group of pastors turn over 
any sermons dealing with homosexuality, gender identity, 
or Annise Parker, the city’s first openly lesbian mayor. 
And those ministers who fail to comply could be held in 
contempt of court.

“The city’s subpoena of sermons and other pastoral com-
munications is both needless and unprecedented,” Alliance 
Defending Freedom attorney Christina Holcomb said in 
a statement. “The city council and its attorneys are engag-
ing in an inquisition designed to stifle any critique of its 
actions.”

The subpoenas are just the latest twist in an ongoing saga 
over the Houston’s new non-discrimination ordinance. 
Among other things, the law would allow men to use the 
ladies room and vice versa.  The city council approved the 
law in June.

The Houston Chronicle reported opponents of the ordi-
nance launched a petition drive that generated more than 
50,000 signatures—far more than the 17,269 needed to put 
a referendum on the ballot.

However, the city threw out the petition in August over 
alleged irregularities.

After opponents of the bathroom bill filed a lawsuit, 
the city’s attorneys responded by issuing the subpoenas 
against the pastors.

The pastors were not part of the lawsuit. However, they 
were part of a coalition of some 400 Houston-area churches 
that opposed the ordinance. The churches represent a 
number of faith groups, from Southern Baptist to non-
denominational.

The city later backed off but reserved the right to pursue 
the matter in the future. 

Government aid not enough to aid poor
New York (CNNMoney)—Over 48 million Americans live 
in poverty, according to a special report by the Census 
Bureau Thursday. It provides an alternative look at the 
worst off people in the nation than the official numbers 
that came out in September.

Government programs such as food stamps do help 
some people, especially children, but even so 16 percent of 
American children are living in poverty, according to the 
supplemental report. 

“These are bad numbers,” said Robert Doar, a fellow 
of poverty studies at the American Enterprise Institute, 
a conservative think tank in Washington, DC. “We can 
do better, we’re not doing better, and that’s discouraging.” 

The official poverty line was $23,283 last year for a family 
of four. [The] Census report—known as the supplemental 
poverty measure—takes into account living costs in dif-
ferent parts of the country as well as what government 
benefits people receive. 

The supplemental poverty line varies between urban 
and rural America. For example, the poverty level in major 
metropolitan levels is $30,000 or even higher in some loca-
tions because people have to pay more for food, shelter and 
transportation. 

This more detailed look at poverty reveals an even uglier 
picture in some states. 

California’s official poverty rate was 16 percent last year. 
Under the supplemental measure, its poverty rate is 23.4 
percent. In other words, the high cost of living in California 
outweighs the government benefits poor Californians receive.

Marriage rates continue to fall
Washington, DC—According to the Washington Exam-
iner’s Paula Bedard, “The Census Bureau has reported 
the nation’s marriage rate is the lowest since 1920, and the 
first-time inclusion of same sex married couples did little 
to reverse the decline.

“According to Pew Research Center analysis, the mar-
riage rate of Americans 18 and older hit a bottom of 50.3 
percent in 2013, down from 50.5 percent in 2012. In 1920, 
the first year mentioned, 65 percent were married, and the 
marriage rate hit a high of 72.2 percent in 1960.

“The new data did not put a number on the homes 
hosting same-sex married couples, though the Census last 
year estimated there were 182,000 households headed by 
gay couples.”

While a big number, Pew noted that it compares with 
56 million “headed by opposite-sex married couples,” and 
that such a small percentage won’t have a big impact on the 
overall marriage rate.

Renovation plans for Orange’s Christ Cathedral 
revealed 
Orange (CNA/EWTN News)—The Diocese of Orange 
recently announced the new design plans for Christ Cathe-
dral, saying they are intended to transform the former 
Crystal Cathedral into a space that is “liturgically and 
intrinsically Catholic.”

“Through this innovative design process an insightful 
plan has emerged that will establish Christ Cathedral as a 
place for involvement in the sacraments, a place to hear the 
Word of God proclaimed and a place for personal prayer 
and devotion,” Bishop Kevin Vann of Orange said. “It will 
be a holy place where God dwells among us.”

The Diocese of Orange purchased the Crystal Cathedral 
in February 2012 from the Protestant community that 
founded it. The building and its campus were sold after 
the community filed for bankruptcy in October 2010 when 
some of its creditors sued for payment. 

Credit: EWTN/CNA/US Catholic 
News, August 31, 2012

Credit: CNA
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The cathedral will seat over 2,000.
The new design aims to support the centrality of the 

Eucharist, to provide a “solemn and prayerful experience,” 
and to meet the needs of a 10,000-member parish, the 
diocese said in a statement.

The altar’s central placement was designed taking into 
account Catholic liturgy, the massive space, and the pres-
ence of the Hazel Wright Organ, the fourth largest church 
organ in the world. The altar’s design is part of an “antipho-
nal” layout, with the altar placed at the building’s center.

More foreign language in the home than ever before 
In October, Breitbart.com reported “the Center for Immi-
gration Studies (CIS) has found that nearly 62 million 
people in the United States right now—an all-time high—
speak a language other than English at home. The report 
found that among the seven foreign languages other than 
English that people speak predominantly inside their 
homes, Spanish [was] the most prominent at 38.4 million.”

Pew: Public sees religion’s in�uence waning and 
doesn’t approve 
According to a recent study released by the polling firm 
Pew Research Center, 72 percent of Americans think 
religion is losing influence in public life, the highest level 
since Pew began asking Americans’ opinion on the ques-
tion a decade ago. Furthermore, “most people … see this 
as a bad thing.”

“The findings reflect a widening divide between reli-
giously affiliated Americans and the rising share of popu-
lation that is not affiliated with any religion (sometimes 
called the “nones”). The public’s appetite for religious 
influence in politics is increasing in part because those 
who continue to identify with a religion (e.g., Protestants, 
Catholics, and others) have become significantly more sup-
portive of churches and other houses of worship speaking 
out about political issues and political leaders talking more 
often about religion. The ‘nones’ are much more likely to 
oppose the intermingling of religion and politics.”

The survey also found “a slight drop in support for allow-
ing [those with a same sex attraction] to marry [someone 
of the same gender], with 49 percent of Americans in favor 
and 41 percent opposed—a 5-point dip in support from 
… February…. ”

“The new poll also finds that 50 percent of the public 
now considers homosexuality a sin, up from 45 percent a 
year ago. And nearly half of US adults think businesses like 
caterers and florists should be allowed to reject same-sex 
couples as customers if the business have religious objec-
tions to serving those couples.”

Given recent history it is likely not surprising that “the 
desire for religion in public life is much more evident 
among Republicans and those who lean toward the GOP 
than among Democrats and Democratic leaners.” Fur-
thermore, a “larger share of the general public sees the 
[GOP] as friendly toward religion (47 percent) than sees 
the Democratic Party that way (29 percent).” 

Nonetheless, there is discontent amongst Evangelical 
conservatives, who see the Republican Party as going soft 
on issues such as same sex unions, government spending, 
and even abortion. 

That said, “A declining share of Americans see the 
Obama Administration as friendly toward religion; 30 
percent now say the Administration is friendly toward 
religion, down seven points since 2009.”

Perhaps this is reflected in the fact that about “a third of 
evangelical Christians (34 percent), including 42 percent of 
white evangelical Protestants and one-in-five Catholics (18 
percent) say it has become more difficult to be a member 
of their religious group in recent years.” 

INTERNATIONAL     

ISIS bans sports, social studies, math from schools
DUBAI—According to the Times of India, “thousands of 
children in swaths of war-torn Syria, now controlled by 
dreaded Islamic State militants, can no longer study math 
or social studies under new diktats issued by the jihadists. 

“While sports are banned, the children will not be 
allowed to learn about elections and democracy. 

“ISIS announced its new educational demands in fliers 

posted on billboards and on street poles, CNN reported. 
“The notice on the fliers ends with a firm warning: ‘This 

is an obligatory announcement, and all violators will be 
punished.’ 

“Meanwhile ISIS allowed a Yazidi girl it had kidnapped 
to speak with a reporter from the Italian newspaper La 
Repubblica. The girl, identified only as Mayat (not her real 
name), says her captors are allowing her to tell her story 
because they want ‘to hurt us even more [by telling] us 
to describe in detail for our parents what they are doing.’

“‘Part of me would like to die immediately, to sink 
beneath the ground and say there,’ she says. ‘But another 
part that still hopes to be saved and to be able to hug my 
parents once more.’

“One of around 40 women and young girls held by the 
extremists in an unknown city, Mayat estimates their ages 
as anything from 12 to 30.

“‘What are they doing to me?’ She says, ‘I am too ashamed 
to say, and I don’t even know how to describe my torture.’

“There are, she says, three ‘rooms of horror’ where the 
women are raped, often by different men and throughout 
the day.

“‘They treat us like slaves. We are always ‘given’ to differ-
ent men. Some arrive straight from Syria,’ she says.

“Mayat says some of the youngest girls have stopped talk-
ing because of the abuse and were taken away by their cap-
tors. Many of the women have attempted to end their lives.

“‘Sometimes I feel as though it will never end. And if it 
did, my life would remain forever scarred by the torture 
I have suffered the past few weeks,’ Mayat says. ‘Even if 
I survive, I don’t think I’ll be able to remove this horror 
from my mind.’

“Mayat’s story contradicts previous claims from ISIS 
which purport to show life under the Islamic State, high-
lighting their care of widows and children.

“Mayat finished by saying: ‘They have already killed my 
body. They are now killing my soul.’”

Pope removes Paraguayan bishop 
Ciudad del Este, Paraguay (CNA/EWTN News)—Pope 
Francis has removed Bishop Rogelio Livieres Plano from 
governance of the Diocese of Cuidad del Este, in eastern 
Paraguay, following an apostolic visitation of the diocese 
which took place in July.

“This was a difficult decision on the part of the Holy 
See, taken for serious pastoral reasons and for the greater 
good of the unity of the Church in Ciudad del Este and 
the episcopal communion in Paraguay,” the Holy See press 
office announced Sept. 25.

“The Holy Father, in the exercise of his ministry as the 
‘perpetual and visible foundation of the unity of both the 
bishops and the multitude of the faithful,’ asked the clergy 
and all the People of God of Ciudad del Este to accept the 
Holy See’s decision with a spirit of obedience and docility 
and without prejudice, guided by faith.”

The decision follows a visitation of the diocese con-
ducted July 21-26 by Santos Cardinal Abril y Castello and 
Bishop Milton Troccoli Cebedio. The apostolic visitation 
had already resulted in the suspension of priestly and dia-
conal ordinations in the diocese that had been scheduled 
for August 15.

The Diocese of Ciudad del Este has received attention 
because Fr. Carlos Urrutigoity, who was its vicar general 
until shortly before the visitation, has a history of sexual 
abuse accusations.

The Argentine native served in the Diocese of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, from the late 1990s until 2002, when a highly 
publicized lawsuit accused him of sexual misconduct 
involving minors at the now-closed St. Gregory’s Academy.

Both Fr. Urrutigoity and another priest, Fr. Eric Ensey, 
were suspended by now-retired Bishop James Timlin, 
who also suspended the Society of St. John to which the 
priests belonged.

Vatican advocates sweeping protocol for Middle 
East peace
Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News)—The Holy See’s Secre-
tary of State Pietro Cardinal Parolin is urging a compre-
hensive road map for peace in Middle East during meetings 
between the region’s papal nuncio top officials in his office.

Fr. Federico Lombardi, SJ, director of the Holy See 

Press Office, said the agenda included an opening address 
by Cardinal Parolin, an intervention by Israeli nuncio 
Archbishop Giorgio Lazzarotto, and a report by Bishop 
Brian Farrell, secretary of the Pontifical Council for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity.

According to Fr. Lombardi, Cardinal Parolin outlined 
a general scenario of the Middle East and stressed the 
inspiring principles of the diplomatic action of the Holy 
See.

Cardinal Parolin reportedly said that peace must be 
sought through a “regional and comprehensive solution,” 
which takes into consideration the interests of each party 
and which is not pushed by unilateral choices.

The Secretary of State has also underscored that reli-
gious leaders have an important role in fostering the inter-
religious dialogue and combating the fundamentalism at 
the basis of terrorism.

Fr. Lombardi stressed that “for what concerns the 
political situation in the Middle East and more in general 
relationship with countries with a majority of Muslim 
population, the Holy See has always set as primary issues 
the protection and respect of Christians and other minority 
groups as full citizen, and the respect of human rights, and 
particularly the right to religious freedom.”

Militants abduct priest, villagers
Aleppo, Syria (CNA/EWTN News)—Jihadist militants 
linked to al-Nusra Front kidnapped a Catholic parish priest 
and as many as 20 people from a Christian village in Syria 
in October.

The priest was identified as 62-year-old Fr. Hanna 
Jallouf, OFM.

The militants kidnapped him and several men from the 
Christian village of Qunaya on the night of October 5-6.

Qunaya is located in Syria’s Idlib province, 29 miles west 
of Idlib, and 75 miles northwest of Hamah.

The militants accused the kidnap victims of collaborat-
ing with the government of president Bashar al-Assad, a 
claim that has been consistently denied.

One source told Agence France-Presse the rebels were 
angry with Fr. Jallouf because he refused to give them olives 
harvested from trees on Church land.

A Syrian activist reported al-Nusra Front had been 
trying to take control of some Franciscan properties in 
Qunaya, resulting in Fr. Jallouf making a complaint to a 
religious court. 

The militants released Father several days after his 
capture. The whereabouts of his parishioners was still 
unknown as of this writing.  

The Franciscans have been present in Syria for 800 years, 
and established a presence in Qunaya in 1878.

The kidnapping is the latest in a series of attacks on 
Christian religious in the Syrian civil war.

Vatican calls on Muslim leaders to condemn ISIS 
Vatican (Catholic Herald)—The Vatican has called on 
Muslim leaders to condemn the “barbarity” and “unspeak-
able criminal acts” of Islamic State militants in Iraq, saying 
a failure to do so would jeopardize the future of interreli-
gious dialogue.

“The plight of Christians, Yazidis, and other religious 
and ethnic communities that are numeric minorities in 
Iraq demands a clear and courageous stance on the part 
of religious leaders, especially Muslims, those engaged 
in interfaith dialogue, and everyone of goodwill,” said a 
statement from the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue released by the Vatican.

“All must be unanimous in condemning unequivocally 
these crimes and must denounce the invocation of religion 
to justify them,” the statement continued. 

“Otherwise what credibility will religions, their follow-
ers, and their leaders have? What credibility would remain 
to the interreligious dialogue patiently pursued in recent 
years?”

“Religious leaders also are called on to exercise their 
influence with the rulers for the cessation of these crimes, 
the punishment of those who commit them, and the res-
toration of the rule of law throughout the country, ensur-
ing the return home of the deported. These same leaders 
should not fail to emphasize that the support, financing, 
and arming of terrorism is morally reprehensible.”
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Roster of women increases on Vatican theological 
board

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News)—Pope Francis’ newest 
appointments to the International Theological Com-
mission include a greater number of women than before, 
and they come from more diverse locales, vocations, and 
charisms.

“Women now constitute 16 percent of the Commis-
sion’s members, a sign of growing female involvement in 
theological research,” noted a statement from the commis-
sion. “In 2014, it was also decided to further diversify the 
ecclesial provenance of the members, in relation to their 
religious status and the particular charisms they represent.”

The ITC is an advisory body which assists the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith in examining questions 
of doctrine. Members are nominated for five-year terms.

The members are theologians “eminent for their sci-
entific excellence and fidelity to the Magisterium of the 
Church;” they were chosen by the Pope after receiving 
a list of candidates from the prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, who had consulted with the 
world’s bishops, both from the Roman and the Eastern 
Catholic Churches.

Bl. Paul VI established the commission in 1969.

UK bishop steps down over “being unfaithful” to vows
Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News)—Bishop Kieran 
Conry of the British Diocese of Arundel and Brighton 
has announced his resignation after revealing he has been 
“unfaithful” to his “promises as a Catholic priest.”

“I am sorry for the shame that I have brought on the 
diocese and the Church and I ask for your prayers and 
forgiveness,” he said in a brief statement, which was read 
in all the diocese’s churches.

“As a result however I have decided to offer my resigna-
tion as bishop with immediate effect and will now take 
some time to consider my future.”

“I want to apologize first of all to the individuals hurt by 
my actions,” the statement read, “and then to all of those 
inside and outside the diocese who will be shocked, hurt, 
and saddened to hear this.”

The resignation announcement was made hours before 
The Daily Mail released a major article about an alleged 
affair between the bishop and a woman six years ago.

The UK publication also alleges the prelate was involved 
more recently with a married woman and mother of two 
children.

Bishop Conry acknowledged to The Daily Mail this 
summer that the married woman had spent the night at 
his house twice, adding she is not the only woman who 
has done so. However he denied a sexual relationship with 
the woman. 

He said that resignation relates to the “relationship of six 
years ago,” later adding that it is “liberating” and “a relief” to 
have news of that affair become public after years of secrecy. 
He also denied Church authorities had known about the affair.

In the official statement, Bishop Conry offered assurance 
that his actions were not illegal and did not involve minors.

Ordained a priest in the Archdiocese of Birmingham 
in 1975, Bishop Conry was named bishop of Arundel 
and Brighton on May 8, 2001. He was known for a liberal 
approach to numerous areas of Church teachings, includ-
ing artificial contraception.

Former Dominican Republic nuncio on house arrest 
over sex abuse charges
Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News)—The Holy See press 
officer recently announced that Jozef Wesolowski, the 
former apostolic nuncio to the Dominican Republic who 
was laicized earlier this year, has been put under house arrest 
amid an official investigation into charges of pedophilia.

 He is accused of having paid for sex with minors while 
nuncio to the Caribbean nation.

“The seriousness of the allegations has prompted the 
official investigation to impose a restrictive measure that 
… consists of house arrest with its related limitations, 
in a location within the Vatican City State,” Fr. Federico 
Lombardi, SJ, said Sept. 23.

“The initiative taken by the judicial departments of Vati-
can City State is a result of the express desire of the Pope, 
so that a case so serious and delicate would be addressed 
without delay, with just and necessary rigor, and with full 
assumption of responsibility on the part of the institutions 
that are governed by the Holy See.”

Wesolowski, 66, has been placed under house arrest, 
rather than being jailed in Vatican City’s prison due to his 
health condition.

His house arrest is linked to the opening of a crimi-
nal trial being held against him in Vatican City. He was 
summoned by a Vatican prosecutor and informed of the 
criminal charges he faces.

After the guilty verdict, the Vatican ruled Wesolowski 
would be laicized, a serious canonical penalty that renders 
one unable to celebrate the sacraments.

Though there is no extradition treaty between the Vati-
can and the Dominican Republic, Vatican officials had 
expressed their willingness to hand over Wesolowski to 
civil authorities in the Dominican Republic.

In August 2014, Fr. Lombardi clarified that as the nuncio 
had been removed from his post, he no longer has diplo-
matic immunity. ❖

Credit: CNA

Credit: CNA

Orlando—During his annual report August 5, the 
Knights of Columbus’ Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
announced that the Order will expand to South Korea.

The chartering of St. Andrew Kim Taegon Council 
16000 in Seoul extends the Order’s reach to the country’s 
growing Catholic population.

Knights of Columbus Announce Asian Expansion
“There are nearly 5.5 million Catholics in South Korea 

today,” said Anderson during the announcement. “It is 
among the fastest-growing Catholic communities in the 
world. I am sure that South Korea, like the Philippines, 
will play a significant role in the future of the Knights of 
Columbus.”

The Order made its initial inroads into Korea in 2007 
with the establishment of Bishop John J. Kaising Council 
14223 at U.S. Army Base Camp Humphreys near Osan. 
Since then, military Knights in Korea have provided sup-
port to fellow service members in the Middle East and 
have demonstrated charity to poor Koreans by collecting 
clothing for the needy and volunteering at Shalom House, 
a Christian center for migrant workers.

Bishop F. Richard Spencer, auxiliary bishop of the Arch-
diocese for the Military Services, USA, transferred his 
membership to the Korean military council shortly after its 
founding in 2007. Four years later, Bishop Francis Xavier 
Yu Soo-il of the Military Ordinariate of Korea joined Coun-
cil 14223 in mid-2011. 

In addition to the councils in Korea, there are five 
military councils in Japan. But the Order’s biggest Asian 
presence lies in the Philippines, which has over 320,000 
members in roughly 2,600 councils. ❖

May the Holy Spirit make you creative in charity, 

persevering in your commitments, and brave 

in your initiatives, so that you will be able to 

offer your contribution to the building up 

of “the civilization of love.”

POPE BENEDICT XVI, WORLD YOUTH DAY, 2007
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Sínodo Extraordinario de los Obispos sobre la Familia
Propuestas de comunión a divorciados y aceptación de homosexualismo rechazadas en votación del Sínodo 

Vaticana (ACI)—El Sínodo Extraordinario de los Obispos 
dio a conocer el documento final que contiene las conclusio-
nes de los debates de los padres sinodales en el Vaticano. En 
el texto, los prelados agradecen la fidelidad de las familias del 
mundo que son “la escuela de humanidad” a la que la Iglesia 
alienta y acompaña. A diferencia del primer texto que causó 
controversia por una mala traducción, el que se ha dado a 
conocer hoy permite una visión más clara y amplia de lo que 
los prelados han analizado durante dos semanas.

El informe final del Sínodo ha sido votado párrafo a pár-
rafo por los Obispos, y –por decisión del Papa–el resultado 
de cada votación ha sido hecho público, proporcionando 
así una mirada en el pensamiento de los Padres Sinodales.

A pesar de que todos los números han obtenido la may-
oría de los votos, no todos han alcanzado la “mayoría 
calificada” de dos tercios, que, de acuerdo a las normas 
del Sínodo, son necesarias para afirmar que el Sínodo 
ha aprobado oficialmente un párrafo. Siendo los Padres 
Sinodales votantes 181 (de 193), la mayoría es 93, mientras 
que la mayoría calificada se alcanza con 123 votos.

En diálogo con los periodistas en conferencia de prensa, 
el P. Federico Lombardi, SJ, director de la Oficina de 
Prensa de la Santa Sede, subrayó sin embargo que la inter-
pretación de los votos debe ser, a su modo de ver, más 
matizada, ya que “este Sínodo fue solo un paso en miras 
al próximo Sínodo de la Familia” y, por esta razón, “los 
párrafos que no han conseguido la así llamada ‘mayoría 
calificada’ no pueden ser considerados como desestimados, 
sino mayormente párrafos que no son lo suficientemente 
maduros para obtener un amplio consenso de la asamblea.”

Una mirada general al informe final
El informe final está dividido en tres partes, cuyos títulos 
son “La escucha: El contexto y los desafíos en la familia;” 
“La mirada de Cristo: El evangelio de la familia;” “La apli-
cación: Perspectivas pastorales.”

Los 62 párrafos del documento citan muchas veces el 
Evangelio y las Sagradas Escrituras, que era lo que faltaba 
en la Relatio post disceptationem, de acuerdo a las críticas 
en los círculos menores. 

Otro resultado de las sugerencias de los círculos menores es 
la constante referencia a los testimonios positivos que el modo 
de vida y las familias cristianas pueden dar a la sociedad actual.

La fuerte postura contra organizaciones internacionales 
que condicionan las ayudas financieras a la introducción de 
leyes a favor del “matrimonio” homosexual han sido aclara-
das y subrayadas en un párrafo específico, mientras que, en el 
informe intermedio, se había incluido en un párrafo amplio.

A primera vista, todas las preocupaciones expresadas por 
los círculos menores han sido tomadas en consideración.

El P. Lombardi indicó que “ha habido 470 propuestas 
de modificación” al informe intermedio, por parte de los 
círculos menores.

Los divorciados en nueva unión. Consideración pastoral, 
pero algunos puntos por aclarar
Debido a que los párrafos referentes a los divorciados en nueva 
unión y los homosexuales fueron los más controversiales e 
impugnados del informe intermedio, los párrafos sobre esos 
temas, en el informe final, han sido ligeramente modificados, 
aunque aún así no consiguieron un amplio consenso.

En lo que respecta a los divorciados en nueva unión, casi 
todos los Padres Sinodales estuvieron de acuerdo en que 
“la pastoral de la caridad y misericordia tiende a la recu-
peración de las personas y la relación” y que cada familia 
debe ser escuchada con respeto y amor.

El consenso es ligeramente menor cuando el documento 
señala que “los Padres Sinodales recomiendan nuevos 
caminos pastorales, que pueden comenzar por la realidad 
efectiva de la fragilidad de las familias, siendo conscientes 
de que estas fragilidades son soportadas con sufrimiento 
y no elegidas con completa libertad.”

Hubo aún menos consenso cuando el informe final habló 
sobre acelerar los procedimientos para la declaración de nuli-
dad de matrimonios. Mientras que tuvo un muy amplio con-

senso el párrafo que señala que “las personas divorciadas, pero 
no en nueva unión, que frecuentemente dan testimonio de 
fidelidad matrimonial, deben ser alentadas a encontrar en la 
Eucaristía el alimento que puede sostenerlos en su condición.”

El informe sin embargo señala que “un discernimiento 
peculiar” debe ser puesto en acción para el acompañamiento 
pastoral de separados, divorciados, abandonados; enfocán-
dose sobre la situación peculiar de aquellos que deben romper 
la convivencia debido a que son víctimas de violencia; y sub-
raya que los divorciados en nueva unión no se deben sentir 
“discriminados,” y que su participación en la vida de la comu-
nidad “debe ser promovida,” ya que “cuidando de ellos no es 
para la comunidad cristiana un debilitamiento en la fe y en el 
testimonio de la indisolubilidad del matrimonio.”

El párrafo sobre el acceso a la comunión para los divor-
ciados en nueva unión no alcanzó el consenso de los dos 
tercios de los Padres Sinodales, aunque consiguió la may-
oría de los votos. El párrafo que describe las dos líneas del 
Sínodo sobre el acceso a la Comunión para los divorciados 
en nueva unión –uno para la actual disciplina para el acceso 
a los Sacramentos para los divorciados en nueva unión; el 
otro para una apertura, bajo determinadas condiciones- ha 
obtenido 104 “sí” y 74 “no.” El informe luego presiona por 
un “estudio a mayor profundidad” de las diferencias entre 
la Comunión espiritual y sacramental, dejando así el tema 
suspendido. El párrafo obtuvo 112 sí y 64 no.

También un párrafo respecto a las parejas homosexuales 
no obtuvo la mayoría calificada necesaria.

El párrafo 55 describe la situación sobre las familias con 
hijos homosexuales, y preguntó qué cuidado pastoral poner 
en acción, citando también un documento de la Congregación 
para la Doctrina de la Fe sobre el proyecto de reconocimiento 
legal de las uniones homosexuales. El párrafo ha sido, sin 
embargo, considerado vago, y obtuvo solo 118 sí y 62 no.

En lo que todos los Padres Sinodales están de acuerdo: Se 
necesita más educación
Hay sin embargo un solo párrafo que obtuvo el consenso 
por unanimidad de los Padres Sinodales, y es el párrafo 2.

En este, se señala que “a pesar de las muchas señales de 
crisis de la institución de la familia en los contextos diversos 
de la ‘aldea global’, el deseo de una familia aún está vivo, 
especialmente entre los jóvenes, y motiva a la Iglesia, experta 
en humanidad y fiel a su misión, a anunciar incansablemente 
y con profunda convicción, el Evangelio de la Familia.”

El informe final provee una instantánea bastante similar 
a la del informe intermedio sobre la situación de la familia, 
pero también fijó la mirada en los positivos testimonios de 
familias, y también menciona a los abuelos. El informe final 
también hace referencia a la importancia de la vida afectiva.

“El peligro individual y el riesgo de vivir egoístamente 
son relevantes. El desafío de la Iglesia es ayudar a las parejas 
en la maduración de su dimensión espiritual, y en el desar-
rollo afectivo, a través de la promoción del diálogo, de la 
virtud y de la confianza en el amor misericordioso de Dios,” 
se lee en el informe final.

En general, los párrafos basados sobre las Sagradas 
Escrituras y que proveen citas de documentos magisteriales 
han ganado amplio consenso entre los Padres.

El informe final también enfatiza la necesidad de una recep-
ción positiva de la Humanae Vitae, la encíclica de Pablo VI
sobre el control de la natalidad, que resaltó muchos aspectos 
positivos de la vida familiar, y reafirmó la doctrina de la Iglesia.

La educación siempre ha sito un desafío prioritario, y fue 
destacado desde la publicación del documento de trabajo 
del Sínodo, y esta es la razón por la que los dos últimos 
párrafos de las declaraciones finales se enfocan en el tema.

El “desafío educativo” es uno de los “desafíos funda-
mentales de las familias,” y la Iglesia “apoya a las familias, 
comenzando en la iniciación cristiana, a través de comu-
nidades de acogida.

“Hoy más que antes, se requiere que la Iglesia apoye a los 
padres en su compromiso educativo, acompañando a los 
niños, adolescentes y jóvenes en su crecimiento, a través de 
caminos personalizados capaces de introducirlos al completo 

sentido de la vida, e inspirando opciones y responsabilidad, 
vividas a la luz del Evangelio,” dice el informe final.

Hacia el 2015
El informe final mantiene algunos puntos críticos del informe 
intermedio, pero valora más la experiencia de las familias 
cristianas, y ha puesto en acción muchos cambios acogedores.

Aún así, no puede ser considerado un documento defini-
tivo. El reporte final funcionará como “documento de traba-
jo” para el Sínodo de los Obispos de 2015, que es considerado 
la segunda parte de un único camino sinodal sobre la familia.

Solo después de eso, el Papa emitirá la exhortación post-
sinodal, que arrojará luz sobre cómo la Iglesia está llamada 
a enfrentar los desafíos sobre la familia hoy.

Esposos cristianos deben ser maestros de la fe y amor 
para matrimonios jóvenes, alienta Sínodo 
Vaticano (ACI/EWTN Noticias)—En su mensaje publi-
cado hoy, el Sínodo Extraordinario de los Obispos sobre 
la Familia alentó a los esposos cristianos a ser maestros de 
la fe y del amor para los matrimonios jóvenes.

Los Padres Sinodales aseguraron que “los cónyuges 
cristianos son llamados a convertirse en maestros de la fe 
y del amor para los matrimonios jóvenes.”

Los obispos señalaron que “el amor del hombre y de la 
mujer nos enseña que cada uno necesita al otro para llegar 
a ser él mismo, aunque se mantiene distinto del otro en su 
identidad, que se abre y se revela en el mutuo don.”

“El itinerario, para que este encuentro sea auténtico, 
comienza en el noviazgo, tiempo de la espera y de la pre-
paración. Se realiza en plenitud en el sacramento del matri-
monio, donde Dios pone su sello, su presencia y su gracia.

“Este camino –indicaron los Obispos– conoce también 
la sexualidad, la ternura y la belleza, que perduran aun más 
allá del vigor y de la frescura juvenil.

“El amor tiende por su propia naturaleza a ser para 
siempre, hasta dar la vida por la persona amada. Bajo esta 
luz, el amor conyugal, único e indisoluble, persiste a pesar 
de las múltiples dificultades del límite humano, y es uno de 
los milagros más bellos, aunque también es el más común.

El Sínodo señaló que “este amor se difunde naturalmente 
a través de la fecundidad y la generatividad, que no es sólo la 
procreación, sino también el don de la vida divina en el bau-
tismo, la educación y la catequesis de los hijos. Es también 
capacidad de ofrecer vida, afecto, valores, una experiencia 
posible también para quienes no pueden tener hijos.”

“Las familias que viven esta aventura luminosa se convierten 
en un testimonio para todos, en particular para los jóvenes.

Durante este camino, indicaron los Obispos, “que a veces 
es un sendero de montaña, con cansancios y caídas, siem-
pre está la presencia y la compañía de Dios.”

“La familia lo experimenta en el afecto y en el diálogo 
entre marido y mujer, entre padres e hijos, entre hermanos 
y hermanas. Además lo vive cuando se reúne para escuchar 
la Palabra de Dios y para orar juntos, en un pequeño oasis 
del espíritu que se puede crear por un momento cada día.”

“También está el empeño cotidiano de la educación en la 
fe y en la vida buena y bella del Evangelio, en la santidad.

Los Padres Sinodales señalaron que “esta misión es fre-
cuentemente compartida y ejercitada por los abuelos y las 
abuelas con gran afecto y dedicación.

“Así la familia se presenta como una auténtica Iglesia 
doméstica, que se amplía a esa familia de familias que es 
la comunidad eclesial,” dijeron.

“La tarea del Papa es garantizar la unidad de la Iglesia,” 
recuerda Francisco a Sínodo  
Vaticano (ACI/EWTN Noticias)—En su discurso final al 
Sínodo Extraordinario de los Obispos sobre la Familia, con-
gregado desde el 5 de octubre, el Papa Francisco recordó que la 
tarea del Papa “es aquella de garantizar la unidad de la Iglesia.”

El Santo Padre señaló que “la tarea del Papa es aquella de 
garantizar la unidad de la Iglesia; es aquella de recordar a los fieles 
su deber de seguir fielmente el Evangelio de Cristo; es aquella de 

(see Sínodo, p. 10)
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Young Men at Ordination: “I Can’t 
Imagine a Better Way to Live”
Rome, Italy (CNA/EWTN News)—Transitional deacons 
ordained this week in St. Peter’s Basilica shared their 
experience of overwhelming joy in serving God, which 
stems from a life of sacrifice that’s worth giving every-
thing to live.

“I went to George Washington University in Washing-
ton, DC, and met great priests, friends and mentors, and 
they taught me that priesthood is something joyful, and 
wonderful and worth giving your life for,” Deacon Conrad 
Murphy of the Archdiocese of Washington, DC, told CNA 
after his ordination on October 2.

“Of course, it’s full of ups and downs, you have your 
good days, your bad days, but there’s a joy that’s there 
throughout it all.”

The new deacons will continue their studies this year, 
assisting in parishes and in administering the sacra-
ments until their ordination to the priesthood next 
spring.

Explaining how he discovered his vocation to the priest-
hood, Dcn. Murphy said that he had originally thought 
about becoming a priest when he was little, but the idea 
left him when he was in high school.

After having a positive experience in college with his 
faith, he entered Mount St. Mary’s seminary in Emmits-
burg, Maryland and after two years was sent to the North 
American College in Rome.

“I can’t believe I’m ordained a deacon now. It happened 
so fast,” he said. “Even on the toughest days, the worst days 
(when) you’re struggling through classes, the car splashes 
mud on you, you still have that joy in knowing that you’re 
where God wants you to be.”

“Here the joy of studying, the joy of prayer, growing 
in your life of prayer is unbelievable. It’s such a total 
gift, I can’t believe they let me do this. It’s absolutely 
incredible.”

The new deacon also voiced his excitement for his 
eventual ordination to the priesthood, saying that what 
he is most looking forward to is being with people their 
whole lives.

“Being with them when they’re joyful from baptism 
on to as they grow, teaching them the faith, and being 
with them to take them to the Lord when they die; to 
give them the Blessed Sacrament as they’re dying and 
going to the Lord.”

“The whole life of a priest is just so appealing. To be 
able to give yourself for others, I can’t imagine a better 
way to live…words can’t express it, I can’t get the smile 
off my face!”

Also ordained a deacon was Fernando Camou from the 
Diocese of Phoenix, where he was born and raised. Dcn. 
Camou expressed his thankfulness for his vocation upon 
his ordination. 

“The word is gratitude. I just feel so very blessed. By 
the grace of God my whole life just seems to be coming 
together in this really profound way (and there is) just 
tremendous joy.”

Walking out of the sacristy with his classmates as the 
Mass began “felt so unreal,” he said, “like I was walking 
into what my whole life was pointing toward, and it was 
a dream.”

Camou said his vocation was fostered at home, 
through the example and teaching of his parents and 
older sisters, but it was in high school “when the voca-
tion started to grow as I began to encounter the Lord 
in a personal level.”

After having a strong experience with Jesus in the Eucha-
rist, Dcn. Camou explained that that’s when he told the 
Lord: “Whatever you want.”

“And within months the priesthood was just bubbling 
up and I couldn’t say no.”

So far in his six years in seminary the deacon said he has 
experienced “the greatest struggles of my life, but also the 
greatest joys of my life.”

“The whole time the Lord was pruning and molding my 
heart into the priest that he wants me to be,” he continued, 
noting how classes in philosophy were particularly hard to 
get used to after playing the bass and electric guitars in a 
rock band and studying engineering.

“It really challenged me to make the effort to realize 
that if following the Lord’s call means working hard, 

the gifts of that have just been abundant,” he said. “So 
the little sacrifices are nothing compared to the joy of 
ordination.”

From the Diocese of Rockville Center, Long Island, New 
York hails newly ordained Deacon James Hansen, who 
discovered that despite having solid friends and getting 
good grades in school, something was missing.

After being encouraged by his parish priest numerous 
times to consider the priesthood without much interest, 
Dcn. Hansen said that when he realized something was 
lacking in his life, he had a feeling that “the Lord was pos-
sibly calling me to something more.”

“So I decided to change and leave some of that, try some-
thing new, entered the seminary, and it’s been an amazing 
journey.”

“One of the greatest things about being here in Rome 
studying at the North American Collage is being able to 
visit all the churches,” the deacon observed.

“You can’t walk down a single block without bump-
ing into two or three, and those churches usually have 
Saints,” he continued, noting how he has developed a 
particularly strong devotion to St. Catherine of Siena 
and St. Philip Neri, whose bodies reside in separate 
parishes in Rome.

When asked what he would say to other young men 
considering the priesthood, Dcn. Hansen said he would 
tell them to keep praying. 

“Don’t be afraid to talk about it with people. Ask 
your pastors or parish priests about what it’s like being 
a priest, and stay open to the will of God because it’s 
there that we’re going to find our true happiness and 
peace.” ❖

Deacon Fernando Camou

Everyone hates a great pun. The better the pun, the more 
it is despised. 

But whether you are for pun-control or not misses the 
point: Shouldn’t Christians enter boldly into all culture-
making fields and win them for Christ? And shouldn’t that 
include status update text fields on Facebook, tweet fields 
on Twitter, and especially the body text fields for email 
forward chains?

Of course. Here are the absolute worst Christian puns 
ever conceived (Catholics are all about conception, after 
all). And now we just need you to help spread the misery.

Enjoy!

What is a dentist’s favorite hymn?
Crown Him with Many Crowns
(Extra points: Holy, Holy, Holy)
Who’s the arch-enemy of the Gsus chord?
The Dmin chord.
What’s a salesman’s favorite Scripture passage?
The Great Commission
How does Moses make his coffee?
Hebrews it.
Who was the smartest man in the Bible?
Abraham. He knew a Lot.
What kind of man was Boaz before he married?
Ruthless.
Why did the hawk sit on the church’s steeple?
It was a bird of pray.
Which servant of God was the worst lawbreaker in 
the Bible?
Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.
Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
Samson. He brought the house down.
What car make did the apostles drive?
Honda… because the apostles were all in one Accord.
Who’s the patron saint of poverty?
St. Nickel-less.
What’s a missionary’s favorite kind of car?
A convertible.
What’s the best way to settle church disputes?
With canons.
How long did Cain hate his brother?
As long as he was Abel.
At what time of day was Adam created?
A little before Eve.
Why did Noah have to punish the chickens on the Ark?
They were using fowl language.
What’s the difference between Jesus and pizza?
Jesus can’t be topped.
What man in the Bible had no parents?
Joshua, son of None
Why did Moses cross the Red Sea?
To get to the other side.
Need an ark?
I noah guy.

Now, come on, that wasn’t so bad! ❖

Reprinted with kind permission from churchpop.com.

20 Delightfully Terrible Christian 
Puns to Annoy Your Friends
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Battles between Mr. Malouf and my buddy Greg Wilson in 
my algebra class were fantastic. 

These skirmishes were not so much a “battle of wits” as 
they were Greg's pathetic attempt at lazy. Wilson wasn’t 
even good at being lazy. He was the notorious senior who, 
I presumed, had an allergic reaction to homework because 
he just never did it. Well he did, after a fashion: He copied 
mine. And inevitably when it was time to do actual work 
in class, he’d pick at his eraser (no cell phones back then), 
stare off into nothing, or do his best to invoke anarchy 
among other students…a rebel with absolutely no cause.

I would sit, head down, trying to be invisible and hoping 
no one would find out my secret. (Shhhhh. Don’t tell anyone, 
but I actually liked math.) Problem-theory-solution-proof…
voilà! … But, ugh: “Show your work” still haunts me. 

Anyway I was an underclassman, and it was Wilson the 
Senior’s God-given right to disturb me, ask for answers, or 
just steal my work. And according to Mr. Malouf ’s rules, no 
such disturbances, answer sharing, or work stealing were 
allowed. 

Inevitably Wilson and the Malouf would have a “private” 
conversation in front of class that went something like this: 

Malouf: “Why aren’t you doing your own work?” 
Wilson: “I don’t get it. Math is stupid.” 
Malouf: “What about the problem don’t you get?” 
Wilson: (Same answer basically, only louder) “I DON’T 

GET ANY OF IT.” 
For a lot of us, our fundamental understandings of the 

Catholic faith seem a lot like Greg’s inability to compre-
hend algebra: Sometimes we just don’t get it (perhaps more 
often than we’d like to admit). We hear snippets and sound 
bites of what “THE CHURCH!” does, says, or teaches—or 
more accurately on occasion doesn’t do, doesn’t say, and 
doesn’t teach—but we hardly ever do our homework. That 
is, we hardly ever dig deeper to try and understand why the 
Church does, says, and teaches what she does. Instead, com-
plaining “The Church should just x, y, and z” is easier, isn’t it?

Let me give you an illustration of this. A friend told me about 
a teacher at a Catholic high school in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
One day the teacher stood before his class, held up a piece of 
chalk, and invited the students to write down all the things that 
are “wrong” with the Church’s teaching on birth control.

By the time these young brains had emptied themselves 
of the reasons why they believed Holy Mother Church was 
so muddleheaded on this issue, they had filled the board 
with their thoughts. Not an inch of space was left.

Then the teacher erased the board, once again held up 
the piece of chalk, and said, “Now that you’ve all explained 
your certainty about why the Church’s teaching is wrong, 
who can come up and write down what that teaching is?”

Not one person did because not one person could.  
God invested into our DNA a longing for truth. He wants 

us to get it. And we want to know more… about everything. 
Such is the very reason we linger around the lunch room 
at work or bend our ear when we think we hear people 
talking about something tantalizing. There are thousands 
of documentaries on television for a reason: The human 
heart is fascinated and wants to know more.

Our Catholic faith should be no different. Ask, seek, 
knock. Take a journey with the Faith. Discover its richness. 
Criticism and complaint cannot be your stopping point. It’s 
the beginning to the truth of why we are here.

Have you seen a high school class schedule recently? 
Many now include a “tutorial period,” a time set aside 
between classes for a student—get this—to meet with a 
teacher and receive extra help, to help the student get it.

We all have some piece(s) of the Faith that have confused 
us or made us wonder. I encourage you to take an oppor-
tunity to find your own “tutorial period,” and I hope you 
find a richness in your answers. ❖

On Wednesday, September 24, students all around the world gathered at their schools’ flagpoles to pray. Called “See 
You at the Pole,” this student-led event annually brings young people together in prayer. 

Cardinal Newman High School’s tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade Campus Ministry classes invited fellow students 
to meet at the flag pole during break and to bring their prayer intentions with them. The program began with a song, 
followed by the sharing of prayer intentions, and closing with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Diocesan Director of Youth Ministry Steve Morris brought “See You at the Pole” wristbands for attending students.
Justin-Siena High School in Napa and at St. Vincent de Paul High School in Petaluma participated in See You at the 

Pole, as well. 
“I loved See You at the Pole,” said Newman junior Taylor Hextrum, “because it was really cool to know all over the 

world students were doing the same thing. Also I loved the peace of mind it brought me for the rest of the day. I hope 
next year we can participate again in this event.” 

His classmate Kate West observed, “It created a sense of togetherness for not only the Campus Ministry students but 
also the rest of the school. As students we share academics and athletics but by participating in See You at the Pole, we 
were able to share something deeper, our faith.” 

St. Vincent senior Christopher Girolo reflected that “we all raised our voices to our Heavenly Father, not as one school, 
but as one people, the People of God. Together we all put aside differences and disagreements and did what seems so 
simple but is simultaneously so powerful: We prayed. Our Lord said that whenever every two or three are gathered in 
His name, he is present. How great his presence must have been across the nation on that day! Though distance divides 
us, we are united by the Holy Ghost in the spirit of prayer, something which is much more unifying than any division.”

“The prayer circle was really nice,” said another St. Vincent senior Kaitlyn Stuhldreher, “because even though it was 
early in the morning, people still showed up, and that made us all connected. It was nice seeing people want to share 
about who they wanted to pray for, and it was nice for the St. Vincent community to come together. I enjoyed seeing 
people throughout the day at school wearing the bracelets that said, “See you at the pole.” 

“I think we should do more things like this in the future on a larger scale.” ❖

Pole Prayer Event Unifies, Inspires Teens
by Melissa Lobbregt and NCC Sta�

A note from diocesan Director of Youth Ministry 
Stephen Morris

Every human has an unquenchable thirst for happiness. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church says God intentionally placed this 
desire “in the human heart in order to draw man to the One who 
alone can fulfill it” (CCC 1718). Our deepest longings for life, love, 
and happiness are meant to lead us to a personal and intimate 
union with the one true God. Inspired by that internal call, I invite 
you to join us for XLT. It’s going to be an amazing night filled with 
powerful worship, relevant teaching, and above all, an encounter 
with Jesus Christ, fully present in the Eucharist.  All are welcome. 
Young and old, Catholic or not, I promise you an experience 
with our Lord that you’ve never even imagined possible.

November 15 // Doors open: 6:30pm // Event: 7:00–8:30pm 

Speaker: Brennen Cull // Musician: Jason Weinrich

With special guest: Bishop Robert F. Vasa

Event sponsored by: Diocese of Santa Rosa Office of Youth Min-

istry

For more info email: dsryouth@srdiocese.org

Q: Why are priests so important for Catholics?

My cut: He is the essential director and nurturing 
center of the local parish. As a parent directs the 
family, even if it is not a popular decision with the 
kids, the priest guides the parish family. And as noted 
by the Church Fathers, exposed in Scripture, and 
nurtured through ritual, the Catholic priest is directly 
connected to the apostles. 

Practically speaking, we recognize all religious have 
been through years of training and discernment. They 
sacrifice their life to the Church and should be honored 
for their service. They are people, and positive affirma-
tion resonates well in their human heart, as it does the 
same for all us.

St. Francis of Assisi, said, “If I should come upon a 
saint coming from heaven and some little poor priest, 
I would first show honor to the priest, and hurry more 
quickly to kiss his hands. And say to the angel, ‘His 
hands may handle the Word of Life, and possess some-
thing more than human!’” ❖

Catechism cut: nos. 874–889
Scripture cut: Acts 6:1–7
Church cut: Lumen Gentium, no. 18

Youth Page Q & A
by Stephen Morris

Bl. María de la Encarnación Carrasco Tenorio; St. Romanus of Le Mans  ❖  11/25 Ven. Margherita Bosco, mother of St. John Bosco;

by Stephen Morris

Stephen Morris is diocesan director of 
Youth Ministry.

I Don’t Get It!
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Washington, DC (CNA)—Business leaders should embrace 
virtues like solidarity and mutual dependence among their 
business partners, employees, customers, and broader 
communities in order to bring wealth to everyone, a Catho-
lic businessman said.

“As Catholics, we must not merely speak words like 
solidarity. Rather we need to think deeply about what they 
mean for us in our personal lives and how we embody them 
as we go about our daily business in society,” Frank Hanna, 
CEO of Hanna Capital, told CNA.

Hanna emphasized that businessmen and women cannot 
separate their professional lives from Christian virtues.

“A free market, when engaged in by people acting in a 
virtuous manner, is a place where everyone who trades 
becomes wealthier,” he said.

While a Christian businessman “must not neglect the 
dollars,” he or she “must actually conduct himself as if 
something else has priority,” he stated.

Hanna rejected the valorization of independence. 
Rather, he said, human relationships are strengthened 
through decreasing one’s independence and increasing 
one’s dependence. He noted as an example the depen-
dence between family members at different times in 
their lives.

A similar dependence is also relevant in business, he 
said.

“The business partnerships that prevail are the ones 
where both partners need one another,” he explained.

When both participants in a trade act “in a virtuous 

Solidarity a Virtue for Businessmen Too, CEO Counsels
manner,” they leave the market “with a greater degree of 
well-being, a greater amount of wealth, than they had prior 
to entering the market.”

He suggested that “flourishing human relationships” 
are the best at creating wealth and advancing well-being. 
He noted that it is hard to measure the quality of these 
relationships, and that while efforts to measure well-being 
in dollars can be relevant, they are “a very poor proxy for 
real wealth.”

Defining wealth in “a narrow, materialistic manner” 
leads to the view that business exchanges do not result in 
mutual wealth, he suggested.

While businesses want their customers to be dependent 
on their products, they are also dependent on their custom-
ers, he noted.

In the market, Hanna suggested, one’s level of depen-
dence is “probably correlated to the amount of additional 
wealth created by that dependence.”

He noted that people have become dependent on 
cell phones because they “enhance our well-being, our 
wealth.”

In Hanna’s view, the best businesses are grateful for their 
dependence on their customers and are “more likely to 
create the kind of value for that customer such that the 
customer becomes dependent on them.”

Delivering value is “other-directed” and requires that a 
person “put aside our selfish desires and focus on the needs 
of someone else,” Hanna said.

He stressed the need to strengthen human relationships 

and human flourishing in 
one’s home and commu-
nity.

“Even before saving our 
own parishes or workplaces, 
we have to ask: are we saving 
our own families?” he said.

Solidarity and human 
relationships require “time 
and presence,” which must 
be cultivated through 
“staying still and silent.” 
Modern habits of mobility 
affect solidarity, he noted.

“We will not have soli-
darity in our society if we do not have it in our neighbor-
hoods and our parishes and our workplaces, and if the 
turnover in each of those specific geographic locations 
passes the tipping point, each of them becomes more like 
a train station or an airport, rather than a home.”

He said corporations and employees don’t feel loyal 
to one another when they have not developed solidarity 
within their own communities.

Hanna cited Pope Francis’ encouragement that bishops 
must “live with the smell of our sheep,” adding that this 
advice can be applied to business leaders. He said business 
leaders must know not only their customers, employees, 
and co-workers, but their own families in order to live a 
full life. ❖

Frank Hanna; photo courtesy 
of Frank Hanna; CNA 2014

Bl. Beatrice d'Ornancieux; St. John Berchmans, SJ; St. Leonard of Port Maurice ❖ 11/27 Bl. Gaetana Sterni; St. Francis Antony Fasani of Lucera

A los 16 años, mi único interés era el rock‘n’roll. Si mi 
banda no tocaba el sábado por la noche, yo estaba entre el 
público escuchando otras bandas.

Jamás se me hubiera ocurrido que pasaría mis noches 
de sábado en un centro de conferencias católico o en 
un retiro espiritual. Cierto, sin importar que tan tarde 
me quedara despierto los sábados nunca dejaba de 
asistir a la misa dominical a la mañana siguiente. Pero 
no era porque la misa fuera la fuente y cumbre de mi 
vida, si no porque no quería ir a la infierno. El ser 
rostizado a fuego lento durante toda la eternidad no 
me parecía una idea muy atractiva. Pero tampoco me 
parecía atractivo desperdiciar mis noches de sábado 
en un evento de la iglesia que no fuese un requisito 
de la ley divina.

¿Por qué? Porque yo buscaba asiduamente la diver-
sión, la alegría y la aventura, y la iglesia era el último 
lugar donde esperaba encontrar estas cosas. Describían 
el cielo como el “eterno descanso”. Nada podía sonar más 
aburrido.

En el evangelio de San Mateo (22,1-14), el reino de Dios 
no es descrito en términos de una interminable ceremonia 
de ángeles sentados sobre las nubes tocando sus arpas. En 
este evangelio el cielo se nos pinta con colores de fiesta 
de bodas – una celebración bulliciosa y energizarte con 
deliciosos platillos, vinos exquisitos, bailes, risas y una gran 
camaradería. No es cualquier fiesta de bodas. Esta fiesta 
es apta para un rey, puesto que el novio es un Príncipe. 
Obviamente, el anfitrión real no escatimará en gastos y será 
verdaderamente un evento de gala.

Pero los representantes del rey llevan invitaciones per-
sonales para esta fiesta del siglo y solo algunos las aceptan. 
Tal vez parte de la culpa la tienen los mensajeros. Tal vez sus 
rostros simplones y sus voces monótonas hicieron que los 
invitados sospechara que cualquier evento montado por el 
Rey sería muy aburrido.

Pero ¿de dónde les vino esta sospecha en primer 
lugar? Isaías habla sobre el velo que cubre a todas las 
personas, un velo que se extiende sobre todas las nacio-
nes (Isaías 25:6-10). Una red tejida de engaños; no por 

por Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio

El más Escurridizo de los 7 Pecados Capitales

una araña si no por la serpiente que engaño a Eva en 
un principio. 

Es una inmensa campaña propagandística que sutil-
mente se teje en los mensajes de las películas, programas 
de televisión y anuncios impresos. El mensaje es siem-
pre: “Si haces lo que Dios dice, no disfrutaras de la vida”. 
En el peor de los casos su reino es de opresión y en el 
mejor de los casos de aburrimiento. O lo rechazamos 
por completo o si de verdad creemos en Él, no hay que 
desperdiciar mucho tiempo ni energía en la religión. 
Hay que darle el “si” obligatorio a Dios, pero hay que 
salir a tener una vida.

Es por eso que los conciertos de rock y los encuen-
tros de soccer se llenan, pero las iglesias están vacías 
cuando hay misiones en las parroquias. Es por eso 
que al rey en la parábola le costó llenar su salón de 
banquetes.

Seamos honestos, ¿ves la búsqueda del reino de Dios 
como una tarea alegre o fastidiosa?

¿Haces solo lo mínimo, o tomas todos los beneficios 
espirituales de la vida cristiana?

¿Pones la excusa de estar muy cansado o muy ocupado 
cuando tienes oportunidad e crecer espiritualmente, o es 
el Reino de Dios tu prioridad principal?

La tradición Católica habla sobre los “Siete pecaos 
capitales”. Uno de ellos, es probablemente el más difícil 
de detectar y a menudo lo pasamos por alto, y es por lo 
que se vuelve más peligroso. Se llama “pereza” espiri-
tual. 

¿Cuáles son los síntomas? La pereza percibe el Reino de 
Dios como aburrido y por lo tanto no gasta energías para 
buscarlo. Todo lo demás – trabajo, eventos de los niños, 
encuentros deportivos, fiestas, compras – toma preceden-
cia a la búsqueda del Reino de Dios.

Un sabio monje me dijo una vez que el pecado más 
grande de nuestra cultura tan saturada de sexo e hiper-
actividad no es la lujuria, si no que irónicamente es la 
pereza espiritual. Creo que tiene razón. ❖

Did You Know? 

The Feast of Christ the King is what we call 

a “moveable” feast. That is, it doesn’t fall on 

the same day every year. In this respect, it 

is like Thanksgiving, which this year occurs 

on November 27. We will celebrate it on 

November 26 in 2015, and so on.

This year, the Feast of Christ the King falls 

on November 23. This is also the memorial 

of the celebrated Mexican martyr and hero 

priest Bl. Miguel Pro, SJ. He died on that day 

in 1927, unjustly executed for a crime he 

did not commit by the anti-Catholic gov-

ernment ruling Mexico at the time. 

As he offered up his life in sacrifice, Fr. 

Pro spread his arms into the Sign of the 

Cross, and prepared to take the firing 

squads’ bullets.

His last words?

“Viva Cristo Rey!” Long live Christ the King!

Bl. Miguel Pro, pray for us. 

Ruega por nosotros. 

�
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Most Californians know of Bl. Junipero Serra, founder of 
the California mission system who died in 1784. Some 
even know he has been beatified, the last step before can-
onization.

Similarly, many know of St. Padre Pio, who could 
bilocate (be in two places at once), prophecy, and levitate 
while praying.

What many don’t know is that one of Bl. Junipero’s spiritual 
sons was considered so holy, his beatification cause began 64 
years before Fr. Serra’s. Furthermore, he also could bilocate, 
prophecy, and levitate. And today this man is totally forgotten.

“This man” is the Servant of God Fr. Magín Catalá, OFM, 
a Franciscan friar who came to the missions in his early 
thirties and died on November 22, 1830. 

Born in Montblanc, Catalonia, Spain, on January 30, 
1761, he entered the Franciscans at age 16 and received holy 
orders around 1785, when he would have been roughly 24.

Twelve years earlier, the political powers in Europe had 
persuaded Pope Clement XIV to suppress the Society of 
Jesus (i.e., the Jesuits). As a result, all of the New World’s 
Jesuit institutions were despoiled of their laborers. This 
created a great lack of missionaries and clergy, and so 
orders such as the Franciscans were called upon to fill 
the void. 

Another reason was because the harvest in the vineyard 
was great. Missions throughout the New World were always 
calling for assistance. 

This is how in 1786, Fr. Catalá came to “New Spain.” For 
six years, he taught in the Colegio San Fernando in Mexico 
City and preached missions to the native Mexicans. All the 
while, he begged his superiors to go to Upper California to 
convert the indigenous populations. For whatever reason, 
it took a while to make this happen. 

By August 1794 however he had arrived in the Bay 
Area and at first split time between Mission Dolores in 

San Francisco, Mission Santa Clara, and the village of 
San Jose. 

For the last 32 years of his life, though, he never left Santa 
Clara “save for the purpose of winning converts among 
the [Indians] as far as the San Joaquin River,” which was 
roughly 100 miles away. 

As previously noted, he could bilocate and would levitate 
during prayer. He miraculously cured the ill by praying 
over them, and when a storm of locusts threatened the 
mission’s crops and thus livelihood, he led prayers in the 
chapel. Witnesses reported the insect cloud deposited itself 
in the nearby Pacific. 

Whenever a mother experienced a dangerous delivery, 
she would ask for Father’s prayers. Not one woman who 
pleaded his intercession—before or after his death—expe-
rienced any harm.

Additionally, he was a powerful exorcist. One time, 
he dressed in surplice and 
stole and walked San Jose’s 
Alameda. An account 
relates, “though everything 
was quiet, clouds of dust 
were seen to rise as though 
a whole herd of cattle were 
passing along the road; ter-
rible noises, howling and 
shrieks were heard, together 
with the sounds of horns 
and the bellowing of wild 
beasts. Then all was silent. 
Fr. Magín explained ‘that the 
evil spirits have gone away.’ 
The holy man urged his 
hearers to strengthen them-
selves against the devil by 
reciting the Holy Rosary of 
the Blessed Mother,” which 
would thereby “prevent the 
evil spirits from taking pos-
session of their hearts.”

Gen. Vallejo’s grand-
daughter Guadalupe wrote, 
“When any priest issued 
from the sacristy to celebrate 
Mass all hearts were stirred, 
but with this holy Father, the 
feeling became one of abso-
lute awe. On more than one 
occasion before his sermon 
he asked the congregation 
to join him in prayers for 
the soul of one about to die, 
naming the hour. In every 
case this was fulfilled to the 
very letter, and that in cases 
where the one who died 

could not have known of Father’s words....”
He also predicted a great city would grow around Mis-

sion Dolores by the San Francisco Bay that would later 
be consumed by earthquake and fire. Remember he died 
66-years before the great trembler of 1906. 

In the mission church still stands the miraculous crucifix 
before which he would levitate and which would some-
times speak to him or lean down and embrace him. 

He worked himself to the bone and contracted inflam-
matory rheumatism as a result. His health became so bad 
and affected his ability to work so much that he twice 
applied for and received the right to retire and move back to 
Mexico City. However he could not bring himself to leave 
the people whom he loved and served. After the second 
time, he vowed to never leave them, no matter how bad 
his health became. 

And it became bad. Many days he could not pull himself 
from bed. For his last two years, he could not walk or stand. 

Father Magín Catalá: The Lost Saint
by NCC staff

O God, You sent Your holy servant, Fr. Magín 
Catalá, to preach Your gospel to Native Ameri-
cans, and You inspired him to glorify Your Holy 
Name among them by the example of his eminent 
virtues. We humbly ask You to honor Fr. Catalá on 
earth with the testimony of miracles performed 
through his intercession. Grant us by his merits all 
manner of blessings. Fill our minds with the light 
of Your truth that, walking always in the way of 
Your commandments, we may come to eternal 
union with You. We ask this through Christ, Our 
Lord. Amen.

�
O Dios que enviaste a Tu siervo santo, Padre Magín 
Catalá, para proclamar Tu evangelio a la comuni-
dad indígena de América, y quien inspiraste para 
glorificar Tu Nombre Bendito con ejemplos de 
sus virtudes inminentes; humildemente te supli-
camos que lo honores en la tierra con el testimo-
nio de milagros hechos por su intercesión. Que 
nos des a través de sus méritos toda clase de ben-
diciones; y llenar nuestras mentes con la luz de Tu 
verdad; que caminando siempre en el camino de 
Tus Mandamientos, vengamos  unidos contigo 
eternamente; por Jesucristo Nuestro Señor.

Yet he offered up his suffering as a sacrifice (cf. Col 1:24) 
and did what he could. His mind though was totally intact. 
Even though he could not celebrate Mass, he would preach 
by sitting in a chair behind the altar rail. 

Indeed it was his mind and incredible preaching abilities 
that enabled Father to bring so many to Christ. During 
his time at Santa Clara, he personally performed 5,000 
baptisms (3,067 on October 27, 1827, alone). Mostly these 
were native converts. 

His body worn out, he died November 22, 1830, as the 
sun rose. When the bells tolled his death, Indians and 
Spaniards packed into the church where his body lay in 
state in its redwood coffin, wails and crying coming from 
the people, with the only distinguishable words being, “The 
saint has left us!”

The next day, the day of his burial, throngs of people 
who had packed into the church furiously grabbed at 
his body hoping to take a relic—hair, clothing, even the 
crucifix he had worn around his neck, anything—before 
the sight of him was lost forever. His coffin was even 
wrecked. By the time these people had finished, he had 
no clothes on and the poor friars had to clothe him in 
a new habit.

Not surprisingly, his flock venerated him as though 
he was canonized. They would even place candles on his 
tomb, which was not permitted since he wasn’t officially 
recognized as a saint. When the pastor would remonstrate 
them for doing this, people would reply, “If anyone has any 
trouble whatsoever, at once there comes to our mind, ‘Jesus, 
Mary, and the soul of Fr. Magín, assist me.’”

By 1884, so many miracles and favors granted through 
his intercession were recorded that his fellow Catalonian, 
Archbishop Josep Sadoc i Alemany of San Francisco 
opened Father’s beatification cause. This stalled until 
Archbishop William Riordan renewed the effort and sent 
the results to Rome in 1909. For whatever reason nothing 
ever became of it, although a group in San Jose is trying to 
resurrect the process. ❖
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Walk for Life West Coast, the nation’s second-largest pro-life event, invites all pro-life 

artists to use your talents in the service of the littlest among us. Submit a design for the 

2015 Walk for Life West Coast design-a-shirt contest!

Contest guidelines:
•  Entry must be a 4-color design that will fit on a standard 

t-shirt.

•  Submissions are due on December 15, 2014 and winners 

will be notified on December 22, 2014.

•  Winners attending the Walk on January 24, 2015 in San 

Francisco will appear on the live EWTN pre-event show!

•  Submissions may be made by email to info@walkfor-

lifewc.com and must include your name, age, address, 

and phone number.

5 (Secular) Reasons Not to Live Together Before Marriage

One interesting aspect of undergoing a dramatic conver-
sion as an adult is that it’s given me the opportunity to be 
deeply immersed in two rather different cultures. 

Up until my mid-20s, I was very much a part of post-
Christian secular culture. Then my husband and I changed 
our religious beliefs, and though we’re still in touch with 
many of our old friends, we’ve increasingly found ourselves 
in social circles where most people are religious.

In general, there are plenty of similarities between our 
old and new groups of friends. Both consist of smart, nice 
folks who are curious about the world and strive to be good 
people. They have the same types of jobs, like a lot of the 
same sports teams, and do many of the same things for fun. 
But one huge difference between these two cultures is the 
way they approach marriage and relationships.

In secular circles, couples often move in together as 
soon as their relationships got serious, often not getting 
married until years later. There wasn’t even a stigma about 
it. Living together (the thinking went) had the advantage 
of saving money on rent and gave couples a much-needed 
opportunity to see if they could happily live under the same 
roof before making a bigger commitment. 

In fact, for many people, it was out of respect for the 
institution of marriage that they chose to cohabitate. 

“I never want to get divorced,” one friend told me as 
she moved her belongings into her boyfriend’s apartment, 
“so it’s important to me to make sure we can really work 
together before going through with a wedding.”

It was a big change, then, when I found myself sur-
rounded by couples who didn’t move in together until 
they returned from their honeymoons. Young people who 
weren’t yet married either lived with their parents or made 
significant financial and lifestyle sacrifices to maintain 
separate residences, and the married couples told humor-
ous stories of adjusting to the first few months in the same 
house after their weddings. 

When I got an up-close glimpse into this system, I was 
amazed by how well it worked. Obviously, I thought it 
made sense from the moral perspective I’d adopted upon 
my conversion. 

But what was most interesting was how much sense it 
made on a purely practical level as well. Following these 
age-old customs really did seem to lead people to enjoy their 
courtships more and to have happier, stronger marriages.

Since then, I have strongly recommended to friends who are 
still in the dating scene that they reject cohabitation, regardless 
of their religious beliefs. Here are a few reasons why:

1. It makes it too easy to drift into marriage.
Practical problems like financial pressures or roommate 
issues can make moving in with your boyfriend or girl-
friend seem to be the easiest solution, whether or not 
you’re certain this is the person you want to be with for 
the rest of your life.

Then as the months turn into years and you’re still under 
the same roof, you naturally start thinking about marriage—
if nothing else because it seems to be the next logical step. 
If you’ve been living together long enough and things are 
going fine, eventually there’s a subtle pressure that makes 
it seem like having a wedding is something you should do. 

But when you haven’t had the space (literally) to take a 
step back and objectively consider whether this person is 
truly the best match for you, the situation is ripe for sliding 
into marriage by default, rather than getting married as an 
active, conscious choice that you’re genuinely thrilled about.

2. It makes the proposal anti-climactic.
Ah, the marriage proposal. From time immemorial it’s been 
romanticized as a huge climax in two people’s lives — and 
most of the romance comes from the idea that the man and 
woman are entering into a huge new commitment together. 
A proposal can still be beautiful and touching if you’re 
already living together, but it’ll lack a certain gravitas.

If you’re already engaging in all the intimacy and sacri-
fice that comes with making a home together, the moment 
of the big decision has long passed. In a way, your engage-
ment is already over even before rings get involved.

3. It renders most wedding traditions meaningless.
Most wedding traditions become obsolete when we view 

marriage through the lens of secular culture. 
A few of our cherished rituals that couples most look for-

ward to when planning a wedding are particularly hollow 
and superfluous, however, if you’re already living together:

•  The honeymoon can still be a fun getaway for a newly 
married cohabitating couple, but it lacks the special-
ness that’s there when it’s the first time that a couple 
has spent extended amounts of time together under 
the same roof.

•  A father walking his daughter down the aisle has long 
been a sweet, symbolic act of a woman going from her 
parents’ house to the house of her own new family. But 
even its symbolism becomes strained when she’s long 
been building a home with her new spouse.

•  Wedding registries were always a way two people 
coming from their parents’ homes could get a jump-
start on furnishing their new digs. If you’re already set 
up in a fully functioning household, there’s no need for 
those kinds of gifts.

•  And though I can’t say I’d be sad to see this one go, 
there’s no point in hosting bachelor/bachelorette par-
ties when the engaged couple’s last night living on their 
own happened a long time beforehand.

4. It sends the message marriage isn’t important to you.
I know most people don’t intend to send this message when 
they move in with their significant others. As I said above, 
many people I know chose to live together first out of a 
desire to avoid divorce. 

However the message you and your boyfriend or girl-
friend send to one another when you set up house before 
a wedding is that marriage isn’t that important as to be 
worth waiting for.

When you cohabitate, you’re implicitly saying your 
future marriage isn’t valuable enough to be worth tough 
sacrifices — and that sets a dangerous precedent for when 
you do take the next step in your relationship. Combine 
that with point #1 about drifting toward engagement by 
default, and it puts a crack in the foundation of your rela-
tionship that could take years to fix (if it doesn’t spread and 
get worse over time).

5. It limits your options.
Most of the religious couples I know adhered to the idea 
they’d never date someone whom they weren’t interested 
in marrying, at least not for long. A friend once mentioned 
she had a very nice boyfriend in college whose company she 
enjoyed, but when it became clear they weren’t meant to be 
together for life, they mutually and immediately broke it off.

When I first encountered that idea, it seemed unneces-
sarily strict. Now it makes a lot of sense. Marriage is the 
most life-changing commitment you’ll ever make, and so 
it is logical to order your entire dating life toward that goal. 

When you’re paired up with someone who is not ideal 
for you, you miss opportunities to meet the person who is 
the person of your dreams — and living together makes 
it hard to extricate yourself from lukewarm relationships, 
much more so than if you’d maintained separate residences. 

Sure enough, just a few days after my friend and her nice 
college beau parted ways, she met the man who is now her 
husband of 15 years, and they have one of the strongest, 
most joyful marriages I’ve ever seen.

Especially in this day and age where we’re all maxed out 
both mentally and financially, I can see how it would seem 
to simplify things for couples to just move in together. 

Now that I’ve seen so many examples of it being done 
both ways, however, I’m convinced the sacrifices are well 
worth it when you wait to set up a home until after the 
wedding. ❖

Jennifer Fulwiler is a former atheist and convert to Catholi-
cism. You can read more about her story and see her books 
at conversiondiary.com. Reprinted with kind permission of 
the author and National Catholic Register in which this 
first ran.

by Jennifer Fulwiler




