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St. John’s Catholic School in 
Napa Celebrates Rededication 

Noticias en español, pgs. 18-19

(see St. John’s Catholic School, p. 8)

(see Mother Teresa, p. 4)

(see Italy’s Earthquake, p. 8)

On August 24th, two years after the 
6.0 magnitude early morning earthquake 
responsible for nearly $1 billion in wide 
spread damage throughout the couty, St. 
John the Baptist Catholic School, one of the 
hardest hit structures in the early morning 
temblor, rededicated the school building 
to serve the mission of excellent Catholic 
education. 

Principal Nancy Jordan looked on as two 
former principals, San Rafael Dominican 
Sisters Maria Foraboschi O.P., and Sister 
Emamanuel Cardinale O.P., cut the red 
ribbon during the ceremony. Fr. Ismael 
Mora, pastor of St. John the Baptist, offered 

Reflections on Mother Teresa 
from her ‘Apostle of the Rosary’ 

Watch hour 
Diaconate Ordination 
Mass on YouTube 
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The Powerful 
Story of a Nun 
Who Survived 
Italy’s Earthquake   
Rome, Italy, Aug 26 (CNA) - Sister Marjana Lleshi 
awoke in the early house of Wednesday morning to 
the violent shaking of the 6.2 magnitude earthquake 
that killed 250 people, devastating several towns in 
central Italy.

Wounded and trapped under her bed as her con-
vent in Amatrice crumbled to the ground around her, 
Sr. Lleshi thought for sure that death was imminent, 
and began sending messages to loved ones telling 
them goodbye.

However, just when her hope had run out and she 
was ready to let go, she heard the voice of Louis, a 
young Columbian caregiver assisting at their home 
for the elderly, calling out for anyone who might still 
be alive—a voice she refers to as her “angel” from 
God.

“I looked around and saw everything was crum-
bling,” Sr. Lleshi said in an Aug. 25 interview with 

Rome, Italy, Aug 23 (CNA/EWTN News) - Women’s 
rights activist Reggie Littlejohn is known for her 
fierce work fighting forced abortion and gendercide 
in China, often through grilling speeches given before 
the U.S. Congress and the United Nations.

However, what is less-known about Littlejohn is 
that before becoming a successful lawyer and founder 
of the Women’s Rights Without Frontiers organiza-
tion, she spent six weeks working alongside a tiny, 
hunched-over woman in India who would become 
one of the greatest figures of our time.

While on a yearlong break from Yale Law School, 
Littlejohn traveled the world alongside her husband, 
stopping to work with the Missionaries of Charity in 
Calcutta, now referred to as Kolkata, for just over a 
month.

It was during this time that Mother Teresa not only 
asked Littlejohn to be her ‘Apostle of the Rosary’ 
during their daily holy hour, handing rosaries to 
everyone that entered, but invited her to join the 
order.

Although she couldn’t join since she was already 
married, Littlejohn said she probably would have 
been willing to, thanks to Mother Teresa’s humility, 
personal closeness to each individual, and selfless 
service to others.

Catechetical 
Sunday is 
September 18th 
Page 17

by Elise Harris

by Elise Harris

One of the things that I learned with Mother Teresa (is) 
what your limits are; you learn what the limits to your 
holiness are, you learn to expand your limits.

“I retraced my life and saw that the choice to offer it for 
others was the only one I wanted to make.”

Former principals San Rafael Dominican 
Sisters Maria Foraboschi O.P., and Sister 
Emamanuel Cardinale O.P., cut the ribbon 
during the ceremony. Photo credit; Napa 
Valley Register J.L. Sousa)
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excellence in education, we must strive for that, but 
we need to remember our true purpose.

In the midst of our daily lives it often happens that 
we find ourselves distracted along the way. When we 
are praying at Mass our minds can easily wander to 

some disconnected thought. This dis-
traction takes us away from the Lord. 
When we are praying the rosary, it 
can readily happen that we get so dis-
tracted that we do not even recall what 
decade of the rosary we are praying 
and sometimes even the forget which 
Mysteries are supposed to be the sub-
ject of our meditation. This same for-
getfulness and distraction also applies 
to teachers and students. It can happen 
that a math teacher could forget that 
teaching math in a Catholic School 
is an activity related to the love and 
service of God. Students, whether in 
a Catholic School or not, can forget 
that all knowledge is related to God. A 

student in a science class can be enthralled with the 
beautiful complexity of life without ever having the 
thought, ‘This is a marvelous work of God manifested 
in His creatures!’ Even a teacher can forget this real-
ity or forget to make the connection for the student. 
Making such a connection may be forbidden in gov-
ernment schools but it is obligatory in our Catholic 
Schools and in our Parish Catechesis.

At this beginning of the School year, I pray that all 
educators in our Schools and Parishes redouble their 
efforts to establish and maintain a clear focus on the 
totality of our purpose.

The operation of a School and / or a Parish car-

The Supernatural Goal of 
Catholic Education

9/1 St. Giles  ❖  9/2 Blessed John Du Lau and the September Martyrs  ❖  9/3 St. Gregory the Great 

The beginning of the School Year means that approxi-
mately 4,000 students enrolled in Catholic Schools in 
or of the Diocese of Santa Rosa have again re-engaged 
in the work of academic and religious education. In 
most parishes this also marks the beginning of various 
Catechetical Classes for ongoing for-
mation in the faith and especially for 
Sacramental Preparation. The pros-
pect of operating a Catholic School 
is an enormous responsibility and 
I am extremely grateful to all those 
who are engaged in this ecclesial 
ministry. The prospect of operating a 
thorough and comprehensive Parish 
School of Religion, CCD Program, 
or Sacramental Preparation Program 
likewise entails tremendous dedica-
tion and resolve. These enterprises of 
the Church are intended to help form 
young people and prepare them for 
more virtuous and therefore happier 
lives. This work relates directly to the 
ultimate supernatural goal of the Church which is to 
prepare these young people for lives which are direct-
ed to heaven. It is this supernatural component which 
is the ultimate reason why the Church is involved in 
education. Certainly the temporal good of a great 
education is desirable but the supernatural goal of 
a great spiritual education is essential. This is some-
thing we must never forget. This is the goal of which 
we need to be reminded regularly and frequently. 
This is the response to the mandate of the Lord, “Go 
out to all the world and proclaim the Good News.” 
This recognition of the centrality of spiritual purpose 
does not at all diminish the value or importance of 

From the Bishop

Bishop Robert F.  Vasa is 

the sixth bishop of the 

Diocese of Santa Rosa.
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Prayer for Priests
Gracious and loving God, we thank 

your for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your 

presence in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their 

vocation. Set their souls on fire 
with love for your people. 

Grant them the wisdom, understanding,  
and strength they need to follow in 

the footsteps of Jesus.
Inspire them with the vision of your 

Kingdom. Give them the words they need 
to spread  the Gospel. Allow them to 

experience joy in their ministry. 
Help them to become instruments 

of your divine grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

who lives  and reigns as our Eternal Priest. 
Amen.

ries with it tremendous responsibilities and it is not 
possible to list them all. One which I do want to 
emphasize, however, is the importance of keeping 
our children safe by the assiduous following of our 
established Diocesan Policies for the Protection of 
Youth and Young People. There may be a perception, 
as some have indicated, that I am ignorant, misin-
formed, indifferent or malicious due to the fact that 
the Diocese ‘failed’ the 2015-16 Audit of compli-
ance with the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and that I have allowed Archbishop emeritus John 
Nienstedt of Saint Paul and Minneapolis to reside in 
the Diocese. Neither of these things manifests a lack 
of commitment on my part to keep children safe. I 
trust that all of the Pastors of the Diocese, School 
Administrators, Directors of Religious Education 
and Parish Safe Environment Coordinators will attest 
that I have not been lax or negligent in my insistence 
on the need to make certain that everyone who has 
contact with children is properly screened, trained 
and monitored. I am deeply saddened that grossly 
exaggerated accusations based on innuendo, rumor 
and perhaps bad will have been accepted as truth. I 
take the responsibility of keeping children safe very 
seriously and I insist that Parishes and Schools do so 
as well. ❖
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Apocalypse Now? 
Another Great Sign Rises in the Heavens 
by Patrick Archbold from the Remnant Newspaper

[Editorial Note: In the following article, I intend to 
present a series of facts and observations from which 
I draw no definitive conclusion. Yet, these facts and 
observations are of such a nature, for no other reason 
than their observation and reporting, that lend them-
selves to misinterpretation. So let me be clear, in the 
following article, I predict nothing. I am offering 
my observations on some upcoming phenomena, 
both heavenly and man-made, potentially of great 
import, that people might find interesting and of 
which people should be aware.]

The Great Sign in Heaven

What if God gave us a sign, would we even notice 
it? What if God, like He has done before, gave us a 
heavenly sign, a portent of great and terrible events?   
Would we even take notice? Are we, like so many that 
have come before us, so busy in our day-to-day lives 
that we never bother to even look up anymore? What 
if God gave us a heavenly sign today, would we notice? 
And if we did notice, would we care or just ignore it 
as some superstitious nonsense?

What if I told you that there is a forthcoming astro-
nomical event that closely mirrors a sign from the 
Book of Revelation, stunning in its precision, context, 
and timing? Would you look up?
Revelation 12:1-5

 “And a great sign appeared in heaven: A woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars:

And being with child, she cried travailing in birth, 
and was in pain to be delivered.

And there was seen another sign in heaven: and 
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads, and 
ten horns: and on his head seven diadems:

And his tail drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven, and cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman who was ready to be deliv-
ered; that, when she should be delivered, he might 
devour her son.

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule 
all nations with an iron rod: and her son was taken 
up to God, and to his throne. “

The Star of Bethlehem

Before I begin, I think it is important to establish 
some sense of context. We take it as an established 
and undeniable part of our faith that, 2,000 years ago, 
God used an astronomical event to communicate 
with man, the Star of Bethlehem. Many people, when 
picturing the Star of Bethlehem, if they picture it at 
all, think of this massive bright star over Bethlehem 
that was so obvious to everyone that it sent the Magi 
on a long trek to find the promised king.

We know that version of events is in error, for when 
the Magi arrived in Jerusalem, just 8 kilometers from 
Bethlehem, they had to explain what it was they saw 
and why they interpreted it the way they did. King 

Herod, his court, and the rest of Jerusalem were large-
ly ignorant of the events of the Star of Bethlehem. 
The people of Jerusalem, like us today, were busy 
providing for their families and going about their 
daily duties. Even though this great sign announc-
ing the birth of the Savior, the very Son of God, was 
going on above their heads, they neither noticed it, 
nor cared about it.

In order to understand the proper context of the 
potential Revelation 12 sign, it is helpful to further 
examine the Star of Bethlehem. What was the Star of 
Bethlehem and how did the Magi see it when every-
body else missed it? Short answer, they were paying 
attention.

I think that there is a compelling case that the Star 
of Bethlehem was a series of regular astronomical 
events involving rare conjunctions that symbolically 
indicated the birth of a king. It is important to note 
that this is emphatically not astrology. The Encyclo-
pedia Britannica defines astrology as:

“…type of divination that involves the forecasting 
of earthly and human events through the observa-
tion and interpretation of the fixed stars, the Sun, 
the Moon, and the planets. Devotees believe that an 
understanding of the influence of the planets and 
stars on earthly affairs allows them to both predict 
and affect the destinies of individuals, groups, and 
nations.”

The Catholic Church explicitly condemns astrology, 
as it does all forms of divination (CCC 2116). But 
signs like the Star of Bethlehem are not divination of 
fates ordered by the stars, but regular astronomy and 
symbology with the idea that the God of the universe 
sometimes uses His creation to communicate with 
man. The bible is replete with instances that make 
this case. Psalm 19 states: 1 …The heavens declare 
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display knowledge. 3 There is no 
speech or language where their voice is not heard. 4 
Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to 
the ends of the world… (Ps 19:1-4).

Paul directly quotes this Psalm in Romans when 
making the case that the Jews had knowledge that 
the Messiah had come. “Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word of Christ. 18 But I ask: Did they 
[the Jews] not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice 
has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends 
of the world.”

(Rom 10:17-18).
Paul is clearly making the case that the Jews had 

knowledge of the Messiah because the heavens told 
them so. Obviously Paul is not endorsing astrology, 
but indicating that God can and does sometimes use 
the heavens to announce His plans. There is much 
more that can be said on the differences between 
astrology and understanding heavenly signs, but suf-
fice it for now to say that looking to the heavens for 
confirmation and announcement of God’s plans is 

legitimate within the proper context and application.
So what was the Star of Bethlehem? As mentioned, 

I think there is a compelling case that the Star of 
Bethlehem was a series of astronomical events with 
significant symbolism. More detail can be seen at 
BethlehemStar.net, but I will attempt a brief summary.

In 3/2 B.C., there occurred a rare triple conjunction 
of Jupiter (the king planet, through its retrograde 
motion) and Regulus (the king star). The Magi likely 
interpreted this rare triple conjunction as a giant neon 
sign in the heavens blinking KING-KING-KING. 
This all began at the Jewish New year and all within 
the constellation of Leo (the lion, a symbol of the 
tribe of Judah). So it heavily symbolized Jewish King 
from the tribe of Judah, a clear indication for those 
familiar with the Messiah. Further, rising right behind 
Leo was the constellation Virgo, with the sun and the 
moon at her feet.

After this incredible triple conjunction, Jupiter 
began moving westward in the sky, eventually coming 
into conjunction with Venus, a planet long symboli-
cally associated with motherhood. The conjunction 
of the king planet and the motherhood planet was so 
close, that no man alive had ever seen anything like it 
and together it formed the brightest object in the sky.

All this symbolism of a Jewish king from Judah 
and a Virgin was enough to get the well-versed Magi 
moving to Jerusalem, but you can understand why the 
average citizen of Jerusalem missed it.

Jupiter continued its western movement in the sky 
until it finally stopped. When it stopped (as seen from 
Jerusalem), it stopped directly south, directly over the 
small village of Bethlehem, on December 25 of 2 B.C.

This may be easily seen with modern star programs 
that can show you the night sky on any date in his-
tory from any perspective. It is the advent of such 
computer programs that now allows us to not only 
look at the past, but to look at the skies of the future.

Given the context of all I just described, it is when 
we turn our gaze to the heavens of the future that 
once again we are treated to heavenly signs of great 
symbolism.

Let us revisit the opening verses of Revelation 12. 
“And a great sign appeared in heaven: A woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars: And being 
with child, she cried travailing in birth, and was in 
pain to be delivered.”

The author of Revelation clearly indicates that this 
vision is one of a sign in heaven or in the sky. What 
do we see in the sky of the near future?

On November 20, 2016, an astronomical event 
begins that will last nine and a half months, culmi-
nating in startling concurrence with the vision of 
Revelation 12. While I am not an astronomer, all my 
research indicates that this astronomical event, in all 
its particulars, is unique in the history of man.

On November 20, 2016, Jupiter (the King planet) 
enters into the body (womb) of the constellation Virgo 

(see Apocalypse Now?, p. 5)
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Mother Teresa “was a humble person, she did not 
consider herself to be any better than anyone else,” 
Littlejohn told CNA.

When people told Mother Teresa that she was a 
saint, she would reply “‘no, I’m just holy in my state 
in life, just the way that you’re holy in your state of 
life,’ assuming that we’re all holy in our state in life,” 
Littlejohn said, adding that “I think most of us are 
not. But she had no sense of self-importance of all.”

Littlejohn, who grew up Catholic, said she wanted 
to me “a missionary nun” when she was a child, and 
consistently pestered her parents with the idea. How-
ever, she was eventually dissuaded by them and their 
parish priest, who told her the lifestyle was probably 
not for her.

“I guess if I had been more determined or a true 
saint like Mother Teresa I would have gone on,” she 
said, but instead gave up because “I figured that if the 
priest said no, this is not the will of God.”

However, when she heard about Mother Teresa 
and the Missionaries of Charity several years later 
and discovered that volunteers could meet and join 
them in their work, she was “of course enthralled by 
the possibility.”

She said her desire to work with Mother Teresa in 
slums stemmed from “a powerful spiritual experi-
ence,” since one can work with the poor and impov-
erished anywhere.

“Why go to India, why work with a monastic com-
munity? It’s because I felt that there was something 
spiritually powerful about them that I wanted to expe-
rience, and I think that I did experience it.”

This experience is something Littlejohn felt from 
the moment she and her husband showed up at the 
Missionaries of Charity doorstep, where they were 
not only “welcomed right in,” but met Mother Teresa 
face-to-face the same day.

Littlejohn said she and her husband were sitting 
in the hall waiting to get a list of suggested places to 
stay and work, when they heard “this little rustling 
and shuffling down the hall.”

“We looked down the hall and there was Mother 
Teresa herself, and she immediately came to both of 
us and she took our hands in her two hands,” she said, 
recalling how the soon-to-be-saint’s hands were “big, 
and soft and warm.”

The first words out of Mother Teresa’s mouth were 
“welcome, welcome. Good. I’m so glad you’re here,’” 
Littlejohn recalled, noting that “we had just walked 
in off the street and here she is.”

“One of the characteristics of Mother Teresa is that 
she regarded every human being as Jesus Christ right 
in front of her… (even) a baby that she found in a 
trash can…when she was with you she was with you.”

Although Mother Teresa was typically traveling to 
the various Missionaries of Charity houses all over the 
world, Littlejohn noted that the nun was in Calcutta 
for the entire six weeks she and her husband stayed, 
which was an “unusual” but welcome blessing.

Speaking of Mother Teresa’s generosity and atten-
tion to others, Littlejohn recounted how her parents 
came to visit while she was working there, and at one 
point asked to have a photo with the nun.

“Being the immature person I was, I had the audac-
ity to knock on the door—it was really more of a 
doorframe with a curtain in it—during their time of 
rest” and ask for the photo, she said.

Instead of telling them to come back, Mother Teresa 
came out “very good natured” and embraced her 
parents, consenting immediately to the photo.

“She was very cheerful, she stood there giving up 

(Mother Teresa, cont. from page 1) her naptime to take a picture with some American 
whose parents were visiting Calcutta,” Littlejohn said, 
adding that “She was so un-protective of her time, and 
this was her humility.”

Littlejohn also recounted how she received the role 
as ‘Apostle of the Rosary’ during her time with the 
Missionaries. During their stay, volunteers had the 
option of going to Mass with the sisters at 5:50 a.m., 
and joining them for Holy Hour and the rosary at 6:30 
p.m. after the day’s work.

The first time she attended a holy hour, Littlejohn 
said she was late, and “snuck in the back door” so as 
not to disturb the others, or Mother Teresa, who was 
praying on the other side of the room.

“I went far away from her and was trying to creep 
in unnoticed,” she said, but as she was kneeling and 
praying, “all of the sudden I felt this presence above 
me, and I looked up and there was Mother Teresa.”

Instead of chastising Littlejohn for being late, 
Mother Teresa “bent down and showed me which 
bead they were on, which is again her humility… 
(she) interrupted her own prayer to show me which 
bead we were on.”

Littlejohn said she decided to come to holy hour 
again the next day, and arrived on time. When she 
got there, Mother Teresa pulled her aside and said, “I 
would like you to help me. Would you be my Apostle 
of the Rosary?”

“What do you say to that? I was floored that she 
even noticed me at all,” Littlejohn said, explaining that 
she consented and was tasked with handing a rosary 
to each person as they walked into holy hour for the 
rest of her time there.

In addition to her spiritual support, Mother Teresa 
was also a source of comfort and strength after Little-
john had been assaulted by a man while waiting for 
the subway.

“There is a long walkway in a tunnel to get to the 
subway and I was the only person in the tunnel with 
this guy, and he just turned around and grabbed me,” 
Littlejohn said, explaining that she tried to punch the 
man and chase him down, but wasn’t able to because 
she was wearing sandals.

Upset about the incident and finding it hard to 
carry on with her work, she approached Mother 
Teresa later that evening. Littlejohn said she was fear-
ful that Mother Teresa would chastise her and say she 
should have “turned the other cheek,” however, what 
she heard was the opposite.

Mother Teresa, she said, told her it was a “grace 
from God” that she tried to chase the man down, 
and applauded her effort to catch him. However, she 
also cautioned her that it’s “unwise to ever go out as a 
woman alone,” which is why the Missionaries always 
go out two-by-two.

After the conversation, Littlejohn said Mother 
Teresa took time to pray with her, and in the end she 
left feeling “so elated, much more so than if it had 
never happened.”

“This is the time she takes for one person, I mean 
who was I? I was nobody, I was a volunteer among 
many dozens of other volunteers who were there at 
that time, I was among thousands of volunteers who 
had been there over the decades and she took the time 
to listen to my story.”

Littlejohn then recalled how at one point during 
her stay, Mother Teresa actually invited her to join 
the Missionaries of Charity.

The sisters had periodic spiritual retreats, and that 
there was always a certain time or talk that the vol-
unteers could attend. One of the retreats, Littlejohn 
noted, was dedicated to the topic that “everyone on 

earth has a heavenly name” that they will discover 
only when they get to heaven.

As she was leaving the retreat alongside the stream 
of other volunteers, Littlejohn said Mother Teresa 
happened to be right outside the room, and walked 
straight up to her.

Mother Teresa, she said, “came up to me and took 
my hand in her two hands and she said, ‘Heart full of 
Love, you must take the sari,’” referring to a typical 
Indian garment worn by women.

The habit for The Missionaries of Charity is a white 
sari with blue lines running along the edges, repre-
senting both purity and the Virgin Mary.

“I felt like she was calling me by my heavenly name,” 
Littlejohn said, explaining that Mother Teresa’s words 
“you must take the sari” were a direct invitation to 
come live with the community for two weeks, to dis-
cern whether or not it might be her vocation.

Littlejohn said she had wanted to say yes, but 
couldn’t, since she was already married—a fact that 
shocked Mother Teresa, who “in her purity” never 
realized the man coming and going everywhere with 
Littlejohn was her husband, despite the fact they both 
wore their wedding rings.

Mother Teresa then invited the couple to become 
Lay Missionaries of Charity, taking them to the small 
room the size of a restaurant booth that served as the 
administrative headquarters of the order.

While Littlejohn was accustomed to spacious legal 
“war rooms” stacked to the ceiling with documents, 
“there was none of that with Mother Teresa.”

“She had one little rickety file cabinet” from which 
she pulled the typewritten copy of the rules for the Lay 
Missionaries of Charity. It was the only copy.

“I just looked at this document and I thought to 
myself, ‘if I were an irresponsible person and just 
walked off with this without returning it to her, she 
would not have the rules of the Lay Missionaries of 
Charity, it would be gone,’” Littlejohn said, but noted 
that this is how Mother Teresa lived.

“She lived such a life of faith that she just depended 
completely on God,” for both the small things and 
the big.

After going through the rules and discussing them 
together, Littlejohn and her husband came to the 
conclusion that being lay missionaries with the order, 
while beautiful, wasn’t for them.

However, even though they said no, “I feel that my 
experience with Mother Teresa has had enormous 
influence on my life,” Littlejohn said, adding that the 
order’s ministry of picking up dying babies off the 
street “is the spiritual inspiration” of the Save a Girl 
Campaign her organization is promoting in China.

The difference between the two is that while Mother 
Teresa and her sisters would shelter and care for dying 
or rejected babies, Littlejohn’s organization encour-
ages mothers to keep their daughters, giving them a 
monthly stipend to help with expenses.

While her organization works to fight gender dis-
crimination in China, Littlejohn said that it was in 
India that she first encountered female gendercide.

While on a trip to India before working with the 
Missionaries of Charity, Littlejohn said she had been 
visiting Varanasi, and that as she was stepping from 
the shore of the Ganges River into a small motor boat 
for a ride, “I look down and right beneath me was a 
fully formed, dead baby girl floating in the water.”

“I was aghast,” she said, explaining that the baby 
“looked absolutely perfect. It did not look like a child 
that had died from some kind of illness, this was a 
perfectly beautiful baby girl, and I’ll never forget it.”

(see Mother Teresa, p. 6)
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Fragment of Christ’s Cross 
stolen from California church: 
St. Dominic’s in San Francisco
San Francisco, Calif., Aug 23 (CNA/EWTN News) - A 
fragment from what is believed to be the True Cross 
of Christ, stolen from its home beneath a picture. It’s 
a story one would associate with medieval legends or 
a Dan Brown novel.

However, the theft is unfortunately a very immedi-
ate—and very difficult—reality for one California 
parish.

“The first thing we want people to know is that if 
anyone has it or knows anything about it—just to 
bring it back,” Fr. Michael Hurley, OP, pastor of St. 
Dominic’s Church in San Francisco told CNA. “We 
just want it back.”

The relic stolen is a fragment of what is believed 
to be the True Cross of Christ, an important relic 
and item of devotion dating back over two millennia 
to the Crucifixion. Catholic tradition holds that St. 
Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine, found 
the Cross during her visits to the Holy Land in the 4th 
Century. The fragment housed at St. Dominic’s has 
been verified by the Vatican as being a splinter from 
that Cross that St. Helena found.

Fr. Hurley told CNA the relic was located under-
neath a painting of the Pieta, which depicts Mary 
weeping over the body of a lifeless Christ. “For the 
people of St. Dominic’s, it’s a place of comfort and 
of devotional prayer,” Fr. Hurley said. The relic itself 
was a gift from a parishioner during a time of trouble, 
and holds special spiritual and emotional meaning for 
everyone in the community.

The relic was stolen from its home on August 18th. 
The church has no security recordings, and there were 
no witnesses to the theft.

The parish only learned that the relic was missing 
when someone who had come to pray at the church 
saw that the relic and reliquary were missing and 
asked if it was taken out for cleaning. “When we went 
to check it out, it was clear that the lock was broken 

and the relic was gone.”
Fr. Hurley explained that for Catholics, the physi-

cal nature of relics has a very special and immediate 
meaning. “For us as Catholics, we believe that God is 
not just some distant force up in the heavens but is a 
real, living presence in our lives.”

This intimate and physical reality of Christ gives 
special meaning to holy—physical-objects, he noted. 
“The Cross itself is not just a piece of wood but that 
symbol of Christ’s love for us, and, if you will, a sacra-
mental that puts us in contact—as all the sacramentals 

“The first thing we want people to know is that if anyone has it or knows anything about it – just to bring it back,” Fr. 
Michael Hurley, OP, pastor of St. Dominic’s Church in San Francisco told CNA. “We just want it back.”

by Adelaide Mena

do—with the efficacy of Christ and His redemption.”
As such, he continued, the sacramental nature of 

the Church can be “a comfort and point of connec-
tion…for us as human beings.”

“Our spiritual life certainly takes its origin and roots 
in human experience,” the pastor noted.

Fr. Hurley hoped the thief would realize exactly what 
this relic means to the parish and its people—and that 
whoever took it would bring it back. By returning 
what was taken, he encouraged, the person “would be 
contributing to the devotional life of the Church.” ❖

(the virgin). Jupiter, due its retrograde motion, will 
spend the next 9 ½ months within the womb of Virgo. 
This length of time corresponds with gestation period 
of a normal late-term baby.

After 9 ½ months, Jupiter exits out of the womb of 
Virgo. Upon Jupiter’s exit (birth), on September 23, 
2017, we see the constellation Virgo with the sun rise 
directly behind it (the woman clothed with the sun). 
At the feet of Virgo, we find the moon. And upon 
her head we find a crown of twelve stars, formed by 
the usual nine stars of the constellation Leo with the 
addition of the planets Mercury, Venus, and Mars.

That is a truly remarkable and, as far as I can deter-
mine, unique series of event with a startling degree of 

concurrence with the vision of Revelation 12.
So what does it mean, if anything? The obvious and 

truthful answer is that we simply do not know. That 
said, we are not entirely without possible context.

It just so happens that these events transpire during 
the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of “the 
woman clothed in the sun,” Our Lady at Fatima in 
1917. The culmination of these astronomical events 
occurs just 3 weeks before the 100th anniversary of 
the great miracle of Fatima, in which the sun “danced” 
(another heavenly sign), an event that was witnessed 
by many thousands.

In the almost century that has followed that great 
event, we have seen Our Lady’s warnings come true 
with startling precision. People did not cease offend-

ing God and we have seen terrible wars, nations anni-
hilated, and Russia spread her errors throughout the 
world and, if we are honest, even into the Church 
itself. And yet, we still await the fulfillment of her 
promises, the triumph of Her Immaculate Heart, and 
a period of peace to be granted to the world.

But what you may not know is that within the 
Fatima story itself, there are indications that a 100-
year period might be significant. In August 1931, 
Sister Lucy was staying with a friend at Rianjo, Spain. 
There, Our Lord appeared to Sr. Lucy and He com-
plained the requests of His mother had not been 
heeded saying, “Make it known to My ministers, given 
that they follow the example of the King of France 

(see Apocalypse Now?, p. 14)

(Apocalypse Now?, cont. from page 3)
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Steering Way
by Chris Lyford

Yes, with four months to go, 2016 has already proven 
to be unlike any other year in recent history; housing 
prices are four times what they were in the early 90’s, 
commutes are longer, prices everywhere are rising 
along with global tensions from Iran, China, Russia, 
North Korea, and ISIS. And yes, the clouds seem to 
be getting thicker, even as the wind picks up. Yet even 
before the year began, it was declared an “Extraordi-
nary Jubilee of Mercy by Pope Francis. The Jubilee 
ends on November 20th the Feast of Christ the King. 
We are roughly two and a half months away, think 
of what you could do for yourself spiritually in that 
length of time: confession, pilgrimage to any one of 
the Holy Doors, or perhaps reach out with the corpo-
real or spiritual works of mercy (information on the 
Year of Mercy is on our website www.srdiocese.org). 

Pope Francis has tightened his grip at the helm of 
the Barque of Peter by consciously placing the world 
under the Mercy of God in Jesus Christ. And like 
the St. John Bosco vision, we all can get our bearings 
and secure ourselves in any storm by increasing our 
devotion to Mary and the Blessed Sacrament. 

Using the ‘storm’ analogy, I have been reflecting on 
the general maritime wisdom in riding out the kind 
of storm that proves too big to ignore. If you are on 
a ship in the ocean, there are a couple of principles 
that greatly help the chances of survival, and the same 
principles can be easily applied to the storms we expe-
rience in life. 

First, “Keep your bow pointing into the waves”. 
There is a natural instinct to turn away from the 
frightening waves that rise up over the horizon, but 
this first principle is the most decisive. Once you 

clarify the direction of the wind’s source and steered 
your ship so that you are pointing into the wind, you 
are ready for the second principle; full speed ahead! 
Simply pointing in the direction of the wind makes 
you no better off than if your ship’s side is facing 
the wind; the waves can still knock you around with 
ease. Wind and waves will try to turn the vessel, and 
pushing against them requires forward momentum. 
Creating this “steering way” gives you the ability to 
gain momentum by pushing forward. The same prin-
ciple works in a raft or canoe as you approach rapids. 
The ability to steer comes from forward momentum.

When in doubt, point yourself into the trouble, 
and start rowing! You will have a better chance of 
steering than if you just let paralysis set in and the 
current take you.

In our current ‘cultural storm’ I have been seeing a 
look of ‘paralysis’ on more and more people. Think 
of the paralysis that comes upon someone who has 
an overwhelming mountain of debt, or suddenly has 
to face a stressfully urgent situation. The emotional 
and psychological pressure can bring the paralysis 
of inaction and the results can be deadly. Interesting 
that we hear conversations in the media now about 
having a plan when there is an “active shooter”. Police 
departments are putting out video’s that tell people to 
“run, hide, or fight”. At all costs, they say, don’t freeze. 
Others say that the decision to fight might be the best 
first-choice in some situations. Regardless of what you 
decide to do first, my point is that ‘doing nothing’ is 
usually the absolute worst thing you could do. Think 
of the Parable of the talents; the guy who buried his 
talents was condemned for his do-nothing stance. 

The main thing to remember is: Do Something!
Our Father is watching. I remember as a parent 

when I took my kids sledding in the mountains. When 
a four-year old is out at the bottom of a sledding run 
where dozens of teenagers and adults alike are joy-
fully bouncing down the grade on inner tubes, there 
is much excitement, and yet some potential danger. I 
remember the joy of watching my little one’s wide eyes 
and red cheeks scanning the mountain, and marvel-
ing at all the activity. But seeing his eyes glaze over 
as two teenagers were fast approaching I could see 
that ‘paralysis’ look: that ‘its-too-late-to-run-look’ on 
my little guys face. Had I not been watching (second 
nature to Dads) I would not have been able to easily 
sweep up my little innocent in plenty of time. If I, a 
very imperfect Dad can help out when my children 
really need it, how much more is our Heavenly Father 
looking at us and just waiting for us to call Him? He 
really wants us to call Him, if only to say “O.K. Father, 
I am heading ‘that way’ because it seems like the only 
right thing to do. Please re-direct me at your discre-
tion because I want to do what pleases you.”

Often when facing enormous stress, we also forget 
to do something we all did so easily when we were 
children: ask for help. Is there someone in your life 
who you know needs help? Don’t wait for them to 
ask, just help. Thank God we have a Church that is 
our Mother, always there with the answers, and a 
Heavenly Father who is always watching and ready 
to help. ❖

Chris Lyford is the Communications Director for 
the Diocese of Santa Rosa, California

Working with Mother Teresa and her order prompt-
ed Littlejohn to both take another look at the faith of 
her childhood, and to look more closely to the needs 
of others.

“One of the things that I learned with Mother Teresa 
(is) what your limits are; you learn what the limits to 
your holiness are, you learn to expand your limits,” 
she said, explaining that at first she was afraid to touch 
people with diseases, for fear of contamination.

However, “as you continue working your compas-
sion for the person grows, so you stop thinking so 
much about yourself and you start thinking more 
about them and what they’re going through and want-
ing to somehow relieve their suffering,” she said

She referred to the phrase “I Thirst,” which was 
inspired by Mother Teresa and is written on the wall 
beside a crucifix in every Missionaries of Charity 
house.

“Loving Jesus in the distressing disguise of the 
poorest of the poor, as she would call it, was satisfy-
ing his thirst for souls,” she said, explaining that the 
phrase serves as an inspiration to her and her work.

While her organization has a “justice-oriented 
mission,” exposing forced abortion and sex-selective 
abortion in China, Littlejohn said “there’s this whole 
mercy aspect of it, which is helping these women and 
baby girls, these women who do not want to abort,” 

and offering a new, countercultural message that girls 
are just as good as boys.

“I think that’s very in line with what Mother Teresa 
was doing, and she’s a profound inspiration to me in 
the entire direction of my life.”

In a letter she wrote to friends and family while in 
Calcutta, which was later published in the Yale Law 
Report, Littlejohn described Mother Teresa as “a short 
woman in her mid-seventies, bent at mid-back as if 
in a permanent posture of prayer.”

“Her face is lined with love, and her deeply crinkled 
eyes pour out compassion. She is in such a state of 
grace that when she takes your hand, smiles and says, 
‘God bless you,’ she opens the inner chambers of your 
soul and leaves you ecstatic for hours.”

As someone born into an upper-class Albanian 
family, Mother Teresa is proof that “even those of us 
with privileged pasts can aspire to goodness,” Little-
john said, explaining that the nun “seems blissfully 
unconcerned about her stature in the world.”

“I don’t think she even thinks about how others 
view her. She just loves people, especially the poor, 
and caresses the hand of the leper with the same joy 
and respect with which she kisses the hand of the 
Pope or shakes the hand of a president.”

Littlejohn described Mother Teresa’s presence in the 
convent as “gentle,” and said she kept “a low profile.”

“She does not encourage hero worship, nor does she 

receive it. The nuns love her but are not preoccupied 
with her the way we Westerners are,” she said, explain-
ing that their attention was always on their prayer and 
on their work, “as it should be.”

“This will leave the order strong once she is gone. 
For me, she is a brilliant example of someone who 
had the guts to give up an easy upper-class life to do 
God’s work.” ❖

(Mother Teresa, cont. from page 4)
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by Julie Sparacio

by Kevin Jones

The Most Painful Part of Parenting

Guarding the Vulnerable

Julie Sparacio is Diocesan 

director of Child and 

Youth Protection.

The youngest of our four children graduated from 
high school this past spring. Technically it means that 
we are done—right? We have raised four children 
to adulthood so the hard part of our 
parenting job is finished. Now we 
move on to adult relationships with 
adult children, until such time we get 
to be grandparents. Right? Anyone 
of you who has reached this stage of 
parenting is probably laughing at me 
—‘yeah right’, you think. ‘She only 
wishes it were that easy!’

Truthfully, I find launching adult 
children to be the most difficult and 
painful part of parenting. These 
adorable, sweet, loving individuals, 
whom I have so carefully nurtured 
and instilled with values that match 
mine, have suddenly become big 
people with their own ideas, their 
own minds! Can you imagine? The conversations 
around our dinner table are not filled with giggles 
and spilled milk. Now it is serious debates about 
our country, our world and our Church. I often sit 

stunned at what comes out of their mouths- how in 
the world did that craziness get into their heads? I 
never argued with my two year olds, I knew how to 

distract and reinstruct. Unfortunately 
I am not so clever with these adults.  
Conversations sometimes end with 
exasperated ‘forget it, you don’t know 
what you are talking about’ on the 
part of both parties.

The most painful part is watching 
them question their faith.  While I am 
confident in their relationship with 
God, the expression of that faith is 
transitioning. The influence of the 
media and the world view is strong.  
One child said to me “Mom, I believe 
abortion is wrong, but really it’s up 
to each individual person. I am not 
going to influence that decision for 
them.” Another child said to me that 

their good friend “believes in a Creator, but doesn’t 
believe the whole God stuff, and really that’s fine.”

So no, my parenting stuff isn’t done.  Like a salmon 
swimming upstream, I am fighting against the tidal 

wave of influence that they are inundated with daily.  
God is present in our home, and part of our conver-
sations. I rely on Ephesians 6:11-20—and put on the 
whole armor of God.  I ‘gird my loins with truth, put 
on the breastplate of righteousness, shod my feet with 
the preparation of the Gospel of peace’. I carry my 
shield of faith with me always. And I pray. After every 
crazy argument, I pray harder. Isn’t that enough?

Children are always watching and they learn best 
what we model. So when it comes to my faith and 
my expression of it—I live it. Or at least I try. My 
children have seen the enemy attack me, and they 
have witnessed how I have stood strong and coura-
geous—only through God’s grace. They have seen me 
bent but not broken, because of God’s grace. They 
have witnessed my doubt as I walked through the 
ugly darkness, and watched God carry me to the other 
side. Yes, I argue and debate with them, but the thing 
that I think will win the battle? The very real presence 
of God in our home, in our words, in our lives. I want 
my children to have courage, to stand and speak what 
they know to be true. I want them to practice their 
faith, to stay close to God as adults. So if that’s what I 
want, I better make sure that’s what I model. ❖

For David Daleiden, Soros Money Shows 
Planned Parenthood in a Panic 
Washington D.C., Aug 26 (CNA) - A leaked grant 
report from the Open Societies Foundation seems to 
show Planned Parenthood and its allies in a panicked 
effort to raise millions of dollars to counter a series 
of investigative videos alleging the abortion provider 
broke the law.

For undercover journalist David Daleiden, it’s a 
sign of hope.

“It shows that the issue of selling baby body parts 
for profit is an issue that could shut Planned Parent-
hood down. And that is why they are taking it so seri-
ously,” Daleiden, founder of the Center for Medical 
Progress, told CNA Aug. 24

In an undercover project released last year, Daleiden 
and a colleague had posed as prospective buyers of 
fetal tissue. They recorded conversations with mul-
tiple Planned Parenthood officials around the coun-
try, and recorded several grisly sessions of aborted 
babies’ bodies being disassembled for possible tissue 
harvesting and sale.

Daleiden said a document attributed to billion-
aire George Soros’ Open Societies Foundation group 
“shows that Planned Parenthood and their allies real-
ize that the baby body parts issue is the biggest crisis, 
the biggest scandal and the worst revelations that they 

have every faced in their 100-year existence.”
“I think it shows that even an organization as large, 

as well-funded and politically connected as Planned 
Parenthood is not invincible,” he added. “The tone of 
panic is really evident in this funding request.”

The document, titled “Urgent Response in Defense 
of Women’s Health—Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund,” was published by the website DCLeaks.com. If 
accurate, it indicates that the Open Societies Founda-
tions’ U.S. general reserves fund made a $1.5 million 
grant to the Planned Parenthood Action Fund for 
lobbying efforts to respond to the video investigation 
and its aftermath.

According to the document, Planned Parenthood’s 
Fight Back Campaign was projected to cost $7 to $8 
million. Cecile Richards, the Planned Parenthood 
CEO and a trustee of the deeply influential Ford 
Foundation, had already secured a $2 million com-
mitment for 501c3 funds.

“While Planned Parenthood has had to defend 
against a variety of attacks by abortion opponents 
in recent years, the release of these videos and the 
related attacks were severe and without warning,” the 
document says. “Countering this offensive requires 
an enormous amount of resources and staff time, 

which is the intent of the opposition.”  
In July 2015, the Center for Medical Progress began 

to release a series of undercover videos that appeared 
to show Planned Parenthood’s role in the sale of fetal 
tissue of aborted babies to tissue harvesters for profit 
—a practice barred by federal law.

The investigation provoked an outcry over possible 
lawbreaking by the largest abortion provider in the 
U.S. and strengthened the movement to end taxpayer 
funding for Planned Parenthood, which receives $500 
million in federal funds annually for other services.

The reputed Soros foundations document appears 
to have been written about three weeks after the first 
video broke.

According to the document, the $1.5 million grant 
provided an “infusion” of 501c4 funding to Planned 
Parenthood’s political arm “as they were waging a 
critical defense against attacks to the reputation and 
credibility of Planned Parenthood and potential loss 
of federal funding.” The grant reportedly enabled 
the action fund’s Fight Back Campaign to mobilize 
supporters and lobby state and federal legislators to 
counter efforts to defund the abortion provider.

The grant report said funding for lobbying activities 
(see Planned Parenthood, p. 14)
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the prayers of blessing, and the sprinkling of Holy 
Water as students, parents, and community members 
looked on.

For over 90 years, thousands of children have 
received their early education at St. Johns. Since the 
earthquake, four classrooms as well as the principal’s 
office, were off limits, and students had classes in 
portable units placed in the parking lot. 

The school community raised over $200,000 for the 
“unplanned renovations’ and the rest of the $800,000 
necessary to complete the project was received from 
FEMA post-quake funds.

For more pictures, and very nice write up of the 
event, go to the Napa Valley Register’s website: and 
search for: Napa Catholic school celebrates post-
earthquake rebirth

http://napavalleyregister.com/news/local/napa-
catholic-school-celebrates-post-earthquake-rebirth/
article_1027e24d-96d2-560c-a990-72bcb3379249.
html

With prayers, speeches of thanks and a priest’s 
sprinkling of holy water at the entrance, school leaders 
rededicated a building where thousands of children 
received their early education over nine decades, until 
damage from the 2014 quake left four classrooms and 
the principal’s office off limits.

“We did it! Congratulations, everyone!” principal 
Nancy Jordan called out with a wide grin to nearly 
200 students, faculty members and friends in the 
courtyard. Before them stood the stucco-coated edi-
fice, its walls now free of cracks, its classrooms open 
once more.

The celebration marked the completion of $800,000 

in repairs and overhauls for St. John the Baptist’s 
90-year-old home at 983 Napa St., one of the casual-
ties of the magnitude-6.0 quake that caused extensive 
damage to downtown landmarks on Aug. 24, 2014. 
Students began returning to its classrooms earlier this 
year from temporary trailers in the playground, and 
the building has fully reopened for the new school 
year that began Aug. 17.

Earlier quake-proofing work had largely prevented 
the toppling of shelves and furniture and limited 
the loss of teaching materials, but “when I saw the 
cracking, the plaster damage, I knew we were in for a 
long repair process,” Jordan recalled of her first walk-
through several hours after the quake. “I know this 
wasn’t all coming together within a week.”

In the following months, repair workers injected 
concrete to stabilize the building’s four corners from 
foundation to roof and repaired extensive cracking on 
exterior and interior walls. The project also included 
replacement of plumbing, light fixtures and ceiling 
tiles—all of it guided by stringent state rules to protect 
the integrity of a building listed on the city’s registry 
of historic resources.

Classes at St. John’s, which teaches 165 children 
from kindergarten through eighth grade, began shift-
ing late last school year from the two temporary trail-
ers, which were removed in May.

Three-fourths of the repair bill was covered by post-
quake funds from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, with the school raising the remaining 
$200,000.

Though Bella Wells said the students’ nearly two 
years in temporary rooms “wasn’t horrible,” the 
eighth-grader, who has attended the school since 

(St. John’s Catholic School, cont. from page 1) kindergarten, still appreciated being able to finish 
her time at St. John the Baptist in the main building.

“We finally got to go upstairs,” she said of the top-
floor classrooms for older students. “Everyone in the 
sixth, seventh, eighth grades had the fantasy of going 
up the stairs, being the older kids at the school.”

The measure of the repair project’s success may have 
been the sense of peaceful normalcy within the school-
house walls, two of the project’s leaders said while 
strolling through the hallways after the dedication.

“Each of these rooms was hours and hours—days, 
really—of work to put all the plaster back in,” contrac-
tor Gary Taylor recalled, strolling past the principal’s 
office, a science lab and the old teacher’s lounge. 
Lath-and-plaster walls appeared freshly painted and 
unmarred, with no trace of the gaping cavities the 
quake had ripped within seconds.

Upstairs, Chris Jonas, principal for ZFA Structural 
Engineers, stopped in front of a history classroom 
filled with boys in khakis and polo shirts, and girls in 
plaid skirts and red blouses, watching a video docu-
mentary on the Roman Colosseum. “What a differ-
ence now,” he said, briefly looking through the door. 
“On day one, this place was a mess.”

Minutes before the pupils headed back to their 
desks, two nuns from the Dominican Sisters of San 
Rafael—the order that founded the Napa school in 
1912—stepped forward with a pair of scissors toward 
a red ribbon strung across the front archway, snipping 
it in two and opening the path for boys and girls to 
return to class—but not without one more send-off 
from one of the students, Araceli Martinez.

“Have a great future, St. John the Baptist Catholic 
School!” ❖ 

SIR, the official news agency of the Italian bishops.
She said she had woken up about 30 minutes after 

the initial shock from the earthquake around 3:30 
a.m., and saw rubble falling around her as she came 
to her senses.

“I had a cut on my head and I asked for help. I 
looked toward the street, where people were lost and 
confused,” she said, but “no one responded to me.”

As the building continued to crumble, Sr. Lleshi 
said she had just enough time to grab a sweater and 
her veil before taking refuge under her bed, where 
she decided to stay until help arrived.

“It was at that point that I resigned myself,” she said. 
“I asked for help in vain. So I began to send messages 
to loved ones warning that there was an earthquake, 
that there was no longer hope, that I would die and 
that it was farewell.”

Though she tried to hold on to her will to live, the 
nun said she lost hope when no one came, and began 
to think about those dear to her and the choices she 
had made in life.

“I retraced my life and saw that the choice to offer 
it for others was the only one I wanted to make,” she 
said, noting that “it was precisely in that moment 
that I heard the voice of the young man calling me, 
and in that voice I heard the voice of God, who was 
calling me to life.”

Sr. Lleshi, 35 and originally from Albania, is a reli-
gious sister of the Handmaids of the Lord. She had 
been living in the community’s house in Amatrice, 
one of the towns hardest hit by the 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake that tore through central Italy early 

(Italy’s Earthquake, cont. from page 1) Wednesday morning, killing 250 people.
The epicenter of the quake hit the town of Norcia, 

about 65 miles northeast of Rome, at 3:36 a.m. with 
several aftershocks following. According to the BBC, 
after the tremors stopped the mayor of Amatrice 
said “half the town is gone.” Rescue efforts are still 
underway to free anyone who might still be alive, 
and to search for the bodies of those who were buried 
under the rubble.

Sr. Lleshi quickly became the face of the quake’s 
destruction when a photo taken by Italian news 
agency Ansa began to circulate on social media, 
depicting the nun sitting on the side of the road with 
a bloodied face and veil.

There were 15 people in total staying at the convent 
at the time of the quake, including the elderly the sis-
ters attended. Of them, four elderly and three sisters 
have died – their bodies remain buried in the rubble.

The convent and home for the elderly was located 
at the entrance of Amatrice and, like the rest of the 
historic center, was completely destroyed by the 
earthquake.

Sr. Lleshi told SIR that when Louis finally came 
to look for survivors, he picked her up and began 
leading her to safety when they heard the cries of 
two other sisters.

“Among the rubble I heard one of our sisters asking 
for help. While we tried to understand where the 
voice was coming from, we heard another sister com-
plaining because she couldn’t breathe and her legs 
were blocked,” she said.

In the end the Sr. Lleshi and Louis couldn’t move 
the rubble in order to rescue the other sisters, so they 

waited beside them until the rescue workers arrived.
The two sisters were sent to the hospital in neigh-

boring Rieti, where they are currently recovering. Sr. 
Lleshi, however, is currently staying in Ascoli Piceno, 
where she was treated and kept under medical super-
vision.

Referring to Louis, Sr. Lleshi said he was “the angel 
that God sent when I thought I would die and when 
everything around me was crumbling. It was leveled 
to the ground and I was like the tip of an inverted cone 
in the midst of the rubble of crumbs.”

The nun said she doesn’t know why God spared 
her, only that “I saw a God who, in the midst of death, 
gave life.”

“Thinking of the sisters who are still under the 
rubble, I have to say that I am no holier than them. 
So I ask myself, why was I saved and not them?” she 
said, tearing up.

She noted that “many families are destroyed” and 
that many people, including Louis, have risked their 
lives trying save people who could still be alive.

When asked if hope can be found in “angels” like 
Louis and the rescue workers, Sr. Lleshi said religion 
doesn’t have anything to do with it, because “we men 
were made to love and to help others.”

Tragedies such as the earthquake, she said, “reveal 
what man is regardless of his religion, of his culture, 
of the goodness of the person itself. Take me. I am 
no better than the people who didn’t make it. I was 
saved. Why?”

“Asking me now is useless,” she said, “because I 
will never have an answer. But sooner or later I will 
understand, God willing, what he wants of me.”❖
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What might save us from ‘Trigger 
Warnings’ and ‘Safe Spaces’ 
Denver, Colo., Aug 28  (CNA/EWTN News) - “I dis-
approve of what you say, but I will defend to the death 
your right to say it.”

This quote from British author Evelyn Beatrice Hall 
(often misattributed to Voltaire) might sound rather 
foreign on many college campuses throughout the 
country today, who in many ways seem to prefer to 
be defended from the First Amendment rather than 
to defend it.

Earlier this year, students at Emory University in 
Atlanta protested that their safety was threatened 
by chalk messages showing support for Donald 
Trump for president. The president of the Univer-
sity agreed.

In early March, two student government repre-
sentatives at Bowdoin College faced impeachment 
proceedings for attending a fiesta-themed party 
with mini sombreros, since the event was deemed an 
example of “ethnic stereotyping.”  

In April, North Carolina’s Lt. Gov. Dan Forest 
proposed a policy for the state’s public university 
system that would punish “those who interrupt the 
free expression of others,” such as hecklers during a 
speech.

The rise of a culture designed to protect students 
from words and ideas that seem threatening has 
some experts questioning the effect that this hyper-
sensitivity could be having on higher education and 
society at large.

Defining the terms
In a long-form piece in The Atlantic in Sept. 2015, 

Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt explored this 
phenomenon that they dubbed “The Coddling of 
the American Mind.” Words like ‘microaggressions’, 
which are small, seemingly harmless words or actions 
that can be perceived as threatening, and ‘trigger 
warnings’, which are alerts that professors are expect-
ed to issue for potentially offensive or provocative 
material, haved moved from obscure terms to every-
day language on campus, they said.

“This new climate is slowly being institutionalized, 
and is affecting what can be said in the classroom, 
even as a basis for discussion,” they wrote.

Another recent piece in the Atlantic by Conor Frie-
dersdorf explored a new scholarly paper by sociolo-
gists Bradley Campbell and Jason Manning, who say 
that this new cultural phenomenon is different from 
previous cultures that have come before it, such as 
cultures that valued dignity or honor when faced with 
an aggrievance.

Now, the new cultural norm is “victimhood cul-
ture”, which values immediately and publicly airing 
one’s grievances, in hopes to “provoke sympathy and 
antagonism” toward the initial offender by “advertis-
ing (one’s) status as an aggrieved party,” Friedersdorf 
wrote.    

A Catholic college perspective
While many public universities are in the throes of 

grappling with the consequences of victimhood cul-
ture, some Catholic liberal arts schools say they have 

not seen the same cultural shift on their campuses.
Anne Forsyth is the Director of College Relations 

and Assistant to the President at Thomas Aquinas 
College (TAC), a Catholic liberal arts school in Santa 
Paula, California. She said she found it concerning 
when, for the first time a few years ago, she started 
hearing about “free speech zones” on college cam-
puses.

“I remember thinking ‘What is this? The whole 
country is a free-speech zone, what are they talking 
about? This is America, we all have the freedom to 
speak.”  

But while she was aware of the culture of victim-
hood picking up speed on other college campuses, 
Forsyth said the student body of Thomas Aquinas 
seems to be untouched by the phenomenon.

“What we see here is endless conversation on all 
subjects, on which people can really disagree,” she 
said.

The reasons for the differences are complex, she 
added. One of the reason is the Christian faith of most 
of the students, she said, and that “where charity and 
love prevail, hopefully things will go a little bit better, 
so hopefully feelings won’t be so hurt, people won’t 
seem so doctrinaire, and those things are somewhat 
muted.”

Other reasons are likely the differences in pedagogy 
and curriculum, she said. Every class at TAC is in 
the form of a conversation-based seminar where the 
students are able to engage with their subjects on a 
level that wouldn’t be as possible in a large lecture 
class of hundreds of students, she said.

This engagement allows students to be able to 
grapple with differing opinions and ideas in ways 

that other students may not be being equipped to 
do, she said.

“I think it’s the advancing of an idea different or 
contrary to your own is what is triggering this (vic-
timhood cultures), precisely because they just don’t 
have the tools to deal with it,” she said.

The school also takes steps to reduce “emotional 
reasoning” in the classroom by requiring students 
to address each other during discussions as “Mr.” or 
“Miss”, she added.

“We’re trying to minimize the personal part of it,” 
she said. “Not that everybody doesn’t have a personal 
stake in these arguments or discussions, because we 
do, but we don’t want to be personal about it in the 
point of feelings.”

Thomas Aquinas College also provides students 
with a classical education, with required courses in 
areas of philosophy, theology and literature that used 
to be the bread and butter of higher education.

What’s God got to do with it?
Dr. William Fahey is the president of Thomas More 

College, a small, Catholic liberal arts school in New 
Hampshire. He said that the recent articles about 
“victimhood culture” are identifying something that’s 
been happening for several decades in higher educa-
tion and the culture at large.

“If you have what Benedict XVI called ‘the eman-
cipation of man from God’ in the public square, 
then it means certain things are going to be absent, 
certain things are going to become more prominent,” 
he said. “So if you’re not allowed to talk about God 
at the center, then you can’t have traditional ethics, 
you simply can’t. You can’t have virtue, you can’t 

(see Trigger Warnings, p. 16)

by Mary Rezac
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California Bishops 
Announce Support for 
Prop 62 to End the Use 
of the Death Penalty 
July 14, 2016 California Bishops Statements 

All Life Is Sacred – Innocent or Flawed - Bishops Also 
Oppose Prop 66 to Speed up Executions

SACRAMENTO, CA - During this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, we, the Catholic Bishops of California support 
Proposition 62 which would end the use of the death 
penalty in California.  Our commitment to halt the 
practice of capital punishment is rooted both in the 
Catholic faith and our pastoral experience.

All life is sacred—innocent or flawed—just as 
Jesus Christ taught us and demonstrated repeatedly 
throughout His ministry.  This focus on the precious-
ness of human life is fundamental to Christianity 
and most eloquently expressed in the two great com-
mandments: “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart … love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mk. 
12.30-31) Jesus makes clear that to love God we must 
love our neighbor. Each of us holds an inherent worth 
derived from being created in God’s own image.  Each 
of us has a duty to love this divine image imprinted 
on every person. “Whoever does not love a brother 
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen.” (I Jn. 4.20)

Our support to end the use of the death penalty 
is also rooted in our unshakeable resolve to accom-
pany and support all victims of crime. They suffer the 
very painful consequences of criminal acts.  With the 
violent loss of a loved one, a sword has pierced their 
heart. Their enduring anguish is not addressed by the 
state-sanctioned perpetuation of the culture of death. 
As we pray with them and mourn with them we must 
also stress that the current use of the death penalty 
does not promote healing.  t only brings more vio-
lence to a world that has too much violence already.  
We will continue to promote responsibility, rehabili-
tation and restoration for everyone impacted by the 
criminal justice system.  Only through their healing 
will the entire community be healed. 

The Bishops of the United States have long 
opposed the use of capital punishment. In the past, 
it was sometimes morally justified in order to protect 
society, but those times have passed.  Proposition 
62 provides voters with the opportunity to end this 
practice in California, just as 19 other states have 
already done.

Capital punishment has repeatedly been shown to 
be severely and irrevocably flawed in its application.  
In the long—but absolutely necessary—process of 
ensuring an innocent person is not put to death, we 
have seen many accused persons being exonerated as 
new forms of forensic investigation have enabled us 
to better scrutinize evidence.  The high cost of imple-

menting the death penalty has diverted resources 
from more constructive and beneficial programs 
both for rehabilitation and restoration of victims and 
offenders. Finally, repeated research has demonstrated 
that the death penalty is applied inconsistently along 
racial, economic and geographical lines.

For all of these reasons, we must also oppose 
Proposition 66 which will expedite executions in 
California.  The search for a fair and humane execu-
tion process and protocol has failed for decades.  Any 
rush to streamline that process will inevitably result in 
the execution of more innocent people.  Neither the 
proponents nor the opponents of the death penalty 
wish this result.

As Catholic Bishops we are heartened by the growth 
of Catholic lay movements aimed at ending the use of 
the death penalty.  The faithful have heard the words 
of St. Pope John Paul II, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
and Pope Francis to stop this practice around the 
world. As Pope Francis has stated:

A spreading opposition to the death penalty, even 
as an instrument of legitimate social defense, has 
developed in public opinion, and this is a sign of 
hope. In fact, modern societies have the ability to 
effectively control crime without definitively taking 
away a criminal’s chance to redeem himself.  The 
issue lies in the context of a perspective on a criminal 
justice system that is ever more conformed to the 
dignity of man and God’s design for man and for 
society.  And also a criminal justice system open 
to the hope of reintegration in society. The com-
mandment “thou shall not kill” has absolute value 
and pertains to the innocent as well as the guilty. 
(2/21/16 – Angelus)

In November—the concluding month of the Year 
of Mercy—Californians have the opportunity to 
embrace both justice and mercy (cf. Ps. 85.11) in 
their voting.  We strongly urge all voters to prayerfully 
consider support for Proposition 62 and opposition 
to Proposition 66.

Here is a suggested bulletin announcement: Bishops 
Have Long Called for Ending the Use of the Death 
Penalty

“We should resist policies that simply call for more 
prisons, harsher sentences, and increased reliance 
on the death penalty,” said the U.S. Bishops in 2000. 
“Rather, we should promote policies that put more 
resources into restoration, education, and substance-
abuse treatment programs.” During this Year of Mercy, 
Californians have a chance to end the death in our 
state by approving Prop 62 and rejecting Prop 66.  For 
more information, visit www.cacatholic.org. ❖
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The Happiest Day 
of Mother Teresa’s Life 
by Mary Rezac

Vatican City, Aug 26 (CNA/EWTN News) - It’s been 
said that saints often come in pairs.

Sts. Peter and Paul, Mary and Joseph, Francis and 
Clare, and Louis and Zelie Martin are just a handful 
of such saints, coupled together through marriage 
or friendship.

Perhaps the best-known modern saintly pair of 
friends would be Mother Teresa and John Paul II, 
whose lives intersected many times during her time 
as Mother Superior of the Missionaries of Charity, 
and his pontificate.

When John Paul II came to visit Mother Teresa’s 
home in the heart of the slums in Kolkata in 1986, 
Mother Teresa called it “the happiest day of my life.”

When he arrived, Mother Teresa climbed up into 
the white popemobile and kissed the ring of the 
Bishop of Rome, who then kissed the top of Mother’s 
head, a greeting they would exchange almost every 
time they met.

After their warm hello, Mother took John Paul II 
to her Nirmal Hriday (Sacred Heart) home, a home 
for the sick and the dying she had founded in the 
1950s.

Footage of the visit shows Mother Teresa leading 
John Paul II by the hand to various parts of the 

According to reports of the visit from the BBC, the Pope was “visibly moved” by what he saw during his visit, 
as he helped the nuns feed and care for the sick and the dying.

home, while he stops to embrace, bless, and greet the patients. He also blessed 
four corpses, including that of a child.

According to reports of the visit from the BBC, the Pope was “visibly 
moved” by what he saw during his visit, as he helped the nuns feed and care 
for the sick and the dying. At some points the Pope was so disturbed by 
what he saw that he found himself speechless in response to Mother Teresa.

Afterwards, the Pope gave a short address outside the home, calling Nirmal 
Hriday “a place that bears witness to the primacy of love.”

“When Jesus Christ was teaching his disciples how they could best show 
their love for him, he said: ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’ Through Mother Teresa and 
the Missionaries of Charity, and through the many others who have served 
here, Jesus has been deeply loved in people whom society often considers 
‘the least of our brethren,’” the Pope remarked.

“Nirmal Hriday proclaims the profound dignity of every human person. 
The loving care which is shown here bears witness to the truth that the 
worth of a human being is not measured by usefulness or talents, by health 
or sickness, by age or creed or race. Our human dignity comes from God 
our Creators in whose image we are all made. No amount of privation or 
suffering can ever remove this dignity, for we are always precious in the eyes 
of God,” he added.

After his address, the Pope greeted the gathered crowds, making a special 
stop to greet the smiling and singing sisters of the Missionaries of Charity.

Besides calling the visit the happiest day of her life, Mother Teresa also 
added: “It is a wonderful thing for the people, for his touch is the touch of 
Christ.”

The two remained close friends, visiting each other several times over 
the years. After her death in 1997, John Paul II waived the five-year waiting 
period usually observed before opening her cause for canonization. At her 
beatification in 2003, John Paul II praised Mother Teresa’s love for God, 
shown through her love for the poor.

“Let us praise the Lord for this diminutive woman in love with God, a 
humble Gospel messenger and a tireless benefactor of humanity. In her we 
honour one of the most important figures of our time. Let us welcome her 
message and follow her example.” ❖
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Catholic cardinals, bishops, and other leaders from all 
the Americas and received a special video message 
from Pope Francis.

The event was jointly organized by the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America and the Latin Ameri-
can Episcopal Council.

Carmelite House of Prayer, Oakville
38th Annual Benefit Dinner

Sunday, September 11, 2016

Discalced Carmelite Friars 
Hosted at the Carmelite House of Prayer, 20 Mt Carmel Drive, Oakville

Enjoy the beautiful grounds of the Monastery

Dinner and Auction
Benefit Schedule

2:00 pm Social Hour and Silent Auction

Entertainment
4:00 pm Buffet Style Dinner  •  BBQ Tri-tip, Side Dishes and Dessert, Napa Valley Fine Wines

Adult Ticket: $50  •  Free Hot Dog Dinner (for children 12 and under)
RSVP By September 1st  •  Call 944-2454 ext 103, Weekdays before 5 pm

Archbishop Gómez

Child & Youth Protection
If you or someone you know has been 

harmed by sexual misconduct by clergy, 
a Church employee, or volunteer, 

please contact:

Julie Sparacio, Director 
Child and Youth Protection 

707-566-3309 
jsparacio@srdicoese.org

For Archbishop Gómez, 
Mercy Makes Christians Credible 
Bogata, Columbia Aug. 31 (CNA/EWTN News) - 
Christian mercy has the power to break down the bar-
riers of a changing world where people have forgotten 
the presence of God, Archbishop Jose H. Gómez of 
Los Angeles has said.

“Mercy is missionary. It is driven by a universal love 
for humanity, by desire for the salvation and libera-
tion of the human person,” he said Aug. 30. “Mercy 
aims to draw men and women out of their solitude 
and into an encounter of brotherhood and sisterhood 
in fellowship with the living God.”

Mercy helps transform one’s outlook to “to see the 
world through the merciful eyes of Christ,” the arch-
bishop continued.

“When mercy becomes the fundamental outlook 
and practice of the Christian disciple, we begin to 
see the outlines of an entirely new culture. A culture 
of encounter rooted in compassion – especially for 
the poor and dispossessed, for the lonely and those 
left discarded on the ‘peripheries’,” he said, using a 
common image of Pope Francis.

Archbishop Gómez spoke on the last day of the 
Celebration of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
held in Bogota, Colombia Aug. 27-30. The event drew 

Archbishop Gómez said news media wrongly 
depicted Pope Francis’ emphasis on mercy as a break 
with preceding Popes.

“Pope Francis did not ‘invent’ mercy,” he added. 
Rather, mercy has been at the heart of the Christian 
proclamation from the start.

“In his dying and rising, Jesus Christ revealed the 
truth that God is a Father who is rich in mercy,” the 
archbishop said.

The Pope’s image of the Church as a field hospital 
suggests that God’s mercy is “the medicine needed by 
a humanity that is deeply wounded by modernity.”

“Mercy is healing medicine—not only for the physi-
cal wounds inflicted by the many wars, injustices and 
slaveries of body and mind we find in modern soci-
ety,” the archbishop continued. “Mercy also speaks 
to the existential woundedness of people living in a 
culture where the memory of God is dimming, where 
people are no longer able to feel God’s presence and 
activity in the world.”

For Archbishop Gómez, the Pope’s vision is that of 
a priest who has spent much time in the confessional, 
as both a confessor and a penitent. He suggested that 

(see Archbishop Gómez, p. 16)
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Being Catholic in Hollywood: 
It’s possible. Just ask Neal McDonough
by Carl Kozlowski / Cinemazlowski 

“My Catholic faith is central to who I am as a human being 
—not just as an actor.”

There are few actors in Hollywood brave enough to 
wear their Catholic faith on their sleeve and base their 
career decisions about the films and TV shows they 
will and won’t do on the morals they’ve been instilled 
with. Jim Caviezel, who played Christ in “The Passion 
of the Christ” before becoming the star of the hit CBS 
series “Person of Interest,” and Mel Gibson are two of 
the standouts.

But Neal McDonough is another staunchly Catholic 
actor who is making a splash in Tinseltown, with 
nonstop work in television including a regular role 
on the CW network’s hit superhero show “Arrow” as 
villain Damien Dahrk.  What’s even more remarkable 
about him, however, is that the married father of five’s 
strong standard of not performing sex scenes has 
inspired him to walk away from a $1 million payday 
for the ABC “Scoundrels” in 2010, drawing attention 
and admiration for his principles from those in show 
business as well as far beyond.

Now he’s the one of the stars of the new faith-driven 
movie “Greater,” in which he plays the real-life char-
acter of Marty Burlsworth, who instilled a passionate 
faith and unquenchable spirit in his younger brother 
Brandon. Brandon went on to become the greatest 
walk-on player in the history of college football, 
becoming a beloved player for the Arkansas Razor-
backs despite being considered too short and too fat 
to play, and who set an inspiring example for all when 
he made it all the way to the NFL—only to be killed 
in a car crash 11 days after being drafted.

The movie powerfully addresses his remarkable 
life and the way that his death also inspired others to 
greater faith and trust in God, and McDonough took 
the time to discuss the movie with me for CNA. The 
movie is playing in select theatres nationwide, and you 
can find the them by visiting the movie’s site at www.
greaterthemovie.com.

 
You play Marty Burlsworth in GREATER. Tell us a 
little about the character.
Well, Marty is a real guy—and a really great guy. He’s 
the older brother of the movie’s central character, 
Brandon Burlsworth, a phenomenal offensive line-
man for the Arkansas Razorbacks in the late 90s. 
Brandon is right on the cusp of making it the NFL, 
he gets drafted by the Colts, and he dies. That really 
puts Marty through the ringer—and the movie follows 
how he tries to get his faith and his joy back after the 
tragedy.  

 
Sounds like a meaty and emotional role.
It really is. Marty is a typical big brother—loves Bran-
don, wants the best for him, razzes him a little bit 
throughout his life. But as much as Brandon looks 
up to Marty, Marty looks up to him, too—because 
he has such high character and commitment to all he 
does. Particularly when it comes to his religious faith, 
Brandon’s is deep and consistent—and Marty admires 
that. Especially when he struggles with his own faith 
after Brandon dies.

 Speaking of faith, you’re well-known as a Christian 
in Hollywood for your strong Catholic faith. Did 
that influence your decision to star in a faith-based 
film like GREATER?
My Catholic faith is central to who I am as a human 
being—not just as an actor—so it informs every deci-
sion I make, whether it’s deciding on a project or 
deciding on how to treat the guy who cuts me off in 
traffic. And, for the record, I don’t get it right in either 
case every time!

I’m always on the lookout for projects with a strong 
moral and inspirational core—and GREATER cer-
tainly qualifies there. It’s an entertaining, thought-
provoking take on what it looks like to follow the path 
God lays out before you even when it has bumps and 
twists and turns.

 
As long as we’re on the subject of your faith, it’s 
been reported that you actually lost a role because 
you wouldn’t do the graphic love scenes that were 
demanded of you. That your Catholic convictions 
and your respect for your wife made you uncom-
fortable about the part.
(Laughs) yes, it’s true that I don’t like to do—I won’t 
do—those kinds of scenes because of my desire to 
honor Ruve. One of the reasons I take my fair share of 
villain roles is because very rarely are villains required 
to do love scenes. I’m just more comfortable as a man 
and a husband when that’s not part of the job.

 
Speaking of villains, you were the chief bad guy on 
last season’s ARROW, the CW series based on the 
Green Arrow comic books. You played Damien 
Darhk, who was very dark indeed. How much fun 
was that show to do?
Well, it’s still fun to do—I’m filming the upcoming 
season now and it’s a delight. He is really a rich, 
hammy villain—very much in the brilliantly crazy 
mold of other comic-book bad guys like Lex Luthor 
and even the Joker—without the clown makeup. I 
mean, who doesn’t want to be in a superhero series 
or film? I’ve been in two now, and it’s a dream come 
true for every actor who was a kid who loved comic 
books.

 
Can you give us any details on the new season of 
ARROW?
You know a good villain never gives away his plot. 
You’re going to have to tune in like everybody else.

 
Let’s go back to GREATER. The young man who 
plays Brandon, Chris Severio, is a first-time actor. 
What was it like working with him?
Chris is a top-notch young man and a very fine, intui-
tive actor. He’s the moral center of this movie —and 
that’s a tricky thing to play without coming off as too 
pious or self-righteous or boringly goody two-shoes. 
Chris does a very good job of avoiding those stereo-
types and giving a very honest, real performance. You 
root for Brandon, you see why Marty and everybody 

else admires him so much, because of the sincerity 
and grit Chris brings to the part.

 
Were you aware of Brandon’s story before the film?
I knew about the tragedy of his death, of course. And 
about what a remarkable story he was as a player— 
to make it as a non-scholarship walk-on at a major 
school like Arkansas and end up being drafted fairly 
high into the NFL. That takes a remarkable amount 
of determination.

But I didn’t know his backstory, the struggles his 
Mom went through as a single parent and the obsta-
cles they had to overcome. Nor did I know about 
Brandon’s strong faith—God was the center of his life 
and his character. In fact, Chris Severio says he was 
so moved by Brandon’s faith and how it helped him 
be the best he could be that he, Chris, was actually 
inspired to grow closer to God in his own faith just 
by playing him in the movie.

 
What do you hope audiences walk away with from 
the film?
First and foremost, I hope they’re truly entertained. 
This is a movie of very big ideas and themes but 
also great fun and humor.  There is some excellent, 
exciting football action in this movie, along with lots 
of solid family drama. And there’s plenty of humor, 
too, in Marty’s relationship with Brandon but also as 
we see Brandon expanding his social skills as he gets 
more and more accomplished at football.

But I also hope audiences leave encouraged—
reminded that when hard times do come, and they 
will, that God has a purpose in them. And we can 
actually be blessed through the pain if we follow Him 
through it.

 
What’s next for Neal McDonough?
Let’s hope it’s celebrating the opening weekend suc-
cess of GREATER. ❖
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through 501c4 organizations is “much harder to come 
by” so the Open Society Policy Center is “uniquely 
situated” to provide “critical resources Planned Par-
enthood will have a hard time finding anywhere else.”

The grant was planned to fund lobbying of legisla-
tors as well as paid and earned media, and other activ-
ities. Planned Parenthood Action Fund was running 
targeted television ads in key districts to rally voters.

“Working with top crisis communications consul-
tants, Planned Parenthood is conducting national 
and state media outreach to both expose the true 
agenda of its opponents and transform the narrative 
surrounding these attacks, including forensic analysis 
of doctored tapes,” the document says.

Daleiden has rejected charges the Center for Medi-
cal Progress committed fraud in its investigations 
and reports.

“All of those claims from Planned Parenthood have 
been completely discredited at this point,” he told CNA. 
“There’s no deceptive editing in the videos. In fact the 
full footage of the videos has been available for over 
a year now for anyone who wants to watch to see it.”

Daleiden pointed to the work of the Select Inves-
tigative Panel of the U.S. House of Representatives’ 
Energy and Commerce Committee.

“They’re confirming that Planned Parenthood 
absolutely profited off of the sale of fetal body parts, 
which was a state and federal crime,” he said, suggest-
ing the panel has found even deeper problems.

The journalist also thought the abortion provider’s 
reaction campaign had reached the limit of its effec-
tiveness.

“There’s not really much else that Planned Parent-
hood or their allies or their many business partners 
in this area can do to erase history or rewrite history 
at this point. We live in a digital age. You can’t just 
shred documents or delete e-mails… they still end 
up popping up one way or another.”

He pointed to another leaked document apparently 

prepared for the Oct. 1-2, 2015 board meeting for the 
Open Society U.S. Program. It referred to the videos 
as one of the attacks “that have upended Planned Par-
enthood.” The Center for Medical Progress investiga-
tions will have long-term consequences involving “the 
substantial eroding of Planned Parenthood’s cred-
ibility and reputation,” the board meeting book said.

Daleiden said the $1.5 million grant report shows 
that Planned Parenthood particularly feared congres-
sional investigation, which echoed what multiple 
Planned Parenthood leaders told him when he was 
undercover.

The grant proposal noted Planned Parenthood’s 
response campaign would increase security at its clin-
ics and support its legal defense through the promi-
nent law firm O’Melveny & Myers. Its concern for 
federal and state investigations particularly noted the 
state of Texas.

Daleiden suggested the document’s focus on Texas 
may be due to the presence of one of the abortion pro-
viders’ biggest and wealthiest affiliates, the Houston-
based Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast. He said the 
affiliate was particularly implicated in his reports and 
had been selling baby parts for 10 years.

In January, a Houston grand jury cleared Planned 
Parenthood of accusations, while indicting Daleiden 
for a misdemeanor charge of attempting to purchase 
fetal tissue from the abortion clinic in Houston and 
a felony charge for using false identification to access 
the Houston clinic. The charges against Daleiden 
were dropped in June and July.

Daleiden suspected collusion between Planned 
Parenthood and legal authorities.

“Planned Parenthood really pulled out all the stops 
in the state of Texas and I think we know why now 
because of this leak,” he said. “This leaked memo 
shows that that was one of the states that they were 
absolutely concerned about.”

For Daleiden, journalistic investigations done cor-
rectly can overcome even well-funded campaigns.

“The biggest key is good data and good informa-
tion. No amount of millions of dollars can ultimately 
cover up a crime or erase the fact that a crime was 
committed,” he said.

The reputed Open Societies Foundation grant 
report lists two external partners in the campaign 
to defend the abortion provider: the Hewlett Foun-
dation and the Democracy Alliance. The Hewlett 
Foundation, a major Planned Parenthood donor, had 
$9 billion in assets as of December 2015 and made 
an estimated $400 million in grants to various groups 
last year. It was founded by William R. Hewlett, the 
co-founder of the Hewlett Packard Company. The 
foundation website says it is “wholly independent” 
of the company.

The Democracy Alliance is a major network of 
wealthy donors generally aligned with the Demo-
cratic Party. It gives as much as $60 million a year in 
strategic funding, the group’s website says. The group 
describes itself as “dedicated to building the progres-
sive movement in the United States.”

The grant report describes the Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund as a long-time grantee of the Open Soci-
ety Foundations’ U.S. Programs section.

The Open Society Foundations did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Another document in the leak, an apparent version 
the Open Society Foundations’ proposed 2016-2019 
strategy for its Women’s Rights Program, notes the 
foundations’ support for groups backing the repeal of 
pro-life laws in Ireland. The document says Ireland 
could be used as a model to change pro-life laws in 
other Catholic countries.

Some security experts say DCLeaks.com has the 
hallmarks of Russian intelligence, Bloomberg News 
reports. The Open Society Foundations reported a 
security breach to the FBI in June. A security firm 
investigation reportedly found the intrusion was lim-
ited to an intranet system used by the foundations’ 
board members, staff and foundation partners. ❖

(Planned Parenthood, cont. from page 7)

in delaying the execution of My command, they will 
follow him into misfortune. It is never too late to have 
recourse to Jesus and Mary.”

And again in another text, Sr. Lucy quoted Our Lord 
as saying, “They did not wish to heed My request! ... 
Like the King of France, they will repent of it, and they 
will do it, but it will be late. Russia will have already 
spread its errors in the world, provoking wars and 
persecutions against the Church. The Holy Father 
will have much to suffer.”

Those references to the King of France are very 
interesting for our discussion as this is an explicit 
reference to the requests of the Sacred Heart given 
through Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque on June 17, 
1689 to the King of France. King Louis XIV and his 
successors failed to heed Our Lord’s request to pub-
licly consecrate France to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
As a result, on June 17, 1789, one hundred years to 
the day after the request, the National Assembly of 
the French Revolution rose up and declared itself the 
government of France and stripped the king of his 
power. Later, the king lost his head to the revolution.

Now it is not possible to know the relevance of this 
100-year allusion or to know if and when the clock 
may have started ticking, but it is certainly interesting 
and relevant in this context.

And of course, many are familiar with the vision 
of Pope Leo XIII in which he allegedly heard Satan 
granted one hundred years to try and destroy the 
Church. Immediately after this vision, Pope Leo XIII 
composed the prayer to St. Michael pleading with the 
Archangel to defend us in battle and be our defense 
against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. Pope 
Leo XIII then added the Leonine prayers to the end 
of the mass, later suppressed during Vatican II.

As we live through these tumultuous times in the 
Church, in which the very foundations of faith, even 
the very words and commands of Our Savior are 
diminished and ignored, it is impossible not to recall 
Pope Leo’s vision.

Speaking of our current crisis, in this era of false 
mercy, I must also note that the date the astronomical 
event begins, November 20, 2016, is the very day that 
Pope Francis’ declared “Year of Mercy” comes to an 
end. The very same day is the Feast of Christ the King.

In conclusion, I must stress that I make no specific 
claim of the significance, if any, of the astronomical 
event I described. Further, I make no claim to know 
the future or of any forthcoming events relating to the 
fulfillment of the promises of Fatima. I only relate this 
to you now as I find myself in a similar situation as 
those Magi 2,000 years ago. I look to the sky and say, 
“Alright Lord, you have my attention.” ❖

(Apocalypse Now?, cont. from page 5)

September 21: St. Matthew  
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News 
Briefs
Local 

Knights of Columbus   
In July, at the Knights of Columbus(Council #3103) 
Officer Installation dinner, Mary Ellen Laffranchi 
received an Outstanding Service Award for her dedi-
cated support to the Assumption Church in Ferndale, 
CA.  For several years, Mary Ellen has been a member 
of the Pastoral Council, served as mass coordinator 
and traveled to homes as a Eucharist Minister bring-
ing the Word and Communion service to people 
unable to attend mass.  She also spends countless 
hours decorating  the beautiful historic church for 
religious holidays and special events.  Her dedication 
to her faith gives everyone inspiration to become 
better and more giving parishioners.

Pictured are Mary Ellen Laffranchi, Father Mario 
Laguros and ‘Knight of the Year’, Charlie Zana.

International 

Firefighters sent by Pope rescue 3-old-boy after 
earthquake    
A group of Holy See firefighters sent by Pope Francis 
to an earthquake-devastated town in Italy rescued a 
three-year-old boy from the rubble of his home.

According to Vatican Radio, the firefighters were 
able to rescue the little boy, but were unable to save the 
lives of his parents or 10-year-old sister. The family 
had been buried in the rubble of their home in the 
town of Amatrice when it collapsed in the August 24 
earthquake.

The group of firefighters was sent by the Holy Father 
after a 6.2-Richter scale earthquake tore through 
Northern Italy. They brought rosaries and images 
blessed by the pontiff, and worked to rescue victims.

In addition to firefighters, the Pope sent a group of 
Vatican police to the area on August 25.

Vatican Radio reported that at the Pope’s August 
25 Mass in the Casa Santa Marta chapel, prayers were 
offered for all those affected by the event.

The death toll from the earthquake has reached at least 
281, with more than 200 people rescued from the rubble. 
Because the quake occurred in the early morning, many 
people were sleeping and unable to escape, increasing 
the number of people buried when buildings collapsed. 
Amatrice was among the hardest-hit areas.
Along with the firefighters and police, there are sev-
eral doctors and nurses from the Vatican prepared to 
travel to the earthquake-affected areas if their help is 
needed.  ❖

Mother Teresa Took 
Care of That
Reflection by Susan Powers Kennelly (Parishioner, St. Apollinaris, Napa)

(August 2016) Most of us on occasion 
have felt we are in the presence of a 
“saintly” person. Far fewer have the 
opportunity to actually be in an inti-
mate setting, visit with and be pho-
tographed with an actual Saint. My 
husband Tom and I are among those.

The setting was Washington D.C. 
in one of its poorest neighborhoods.  
The person was Mother Theresa of 
Calcutta, officially declared a “Saint” 
on September 4, 2016 by Pope Fran-
cis. The year was 1982. This was the 
occasion: The Order of Malta, in which 
Tom had been installed the previous 
spring, had purchased two adjacent 
houses in Anacostia, across the river 
from the US. Capitol. They were for 
the use of the Missionaries of Charity, 
the order of nuns founded by Mother 
Theresa to serve among the poorest of 
the poor. Mother Theresa had come 
from India to accept the deed to the 
property.

 It was August, when residents tradi-
tionally leave hot and humid Washing-
ton for cooler vacation places. Tom, a 
lawyer, was preparing for a trial so we 
were among the few who remained. 
There were perhaps 25 of us for this 
occasion. After Mass celebrated by 
Cardinal James Hickey in the garden 
of the property, Mother sat and visited with us.

At the beginning, some of us had very mixed feel-
ings. We recognized the unusual opportunity of this 
sharing, but we wondered how a group of privileged, 
well-educated professionals living in relative affluence 
could relate to her.  More importantly, how she would 
welcome us.

Mother Theresa took care of that. She lifted her 
large hands, calloused by untiring work, and spoke of 
how we who are blessed in so many ways must thank 
God for His great favors. “Be generous” she said.  
“Give back to God whatever you can to thank Him.”

“Don’t be ashamed of your situation” she said. “Use 
your positions to call attention to the poor, the home-
less, those who need help. God has put you into this 
situation so you can do His work for other people. 
This is how you will serve God best.”

Then she humbly posed for a picture with each of 
us.

This winner of the Noble Peace Prize, this woman 
who bathed the sores of lepers, this slight figure who 
was honored by leaders of governments, stood in 
the August heat and patiently waited while camera 
shutters clicked and new resolutions were promised 
in all our hearts.

St Theresa of Calcutta, pray now for us. ❖

“God has put you into this situation so you can do His work for other people.”

September 4: St. Teresa of Calcutta 
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have justice, you can’t have transcendent things 
because they actually require some sense of the 
transcendent.”

“So it’s no surprise if you have a college or univer-
sity or a country where there is either no discussion 
allowed or a very perverse discussion of God allowed, 
you can’t have ethics, you can’t have real solidar-
ity, because there’s nothing that unites everyone,” he 
added.  

If there is no God, Fahey said, then the only thing 
that matters is gaining power, and many students 
have realized the power that comes with claiming 
victimhood status in today’s world.

But like Thomas Aquinas College, the student body 
at Thomas More has also not experienced the cultural 
shift seen at larger public universities for various 
reasons.

“We have a very traditional Catholic culture here 
that unifies everyone and we have a sense of justice, so 
if someone actually feels aggrieved, the categories for 
understanding that are virtue ethics, you could only 
understand your irritation as something significant 
because you perceive there’s a violation of justice here, 
not merely annoyance,” he said.

Thomas More College is also a unique model in 
that is has less than one hundred students, allowing 
the student body to become a very tight-knit Catholic 
community.

“It would be comical at Thomas More College to 
talk about being marginalized, because one small 
single Catholic community, we’re united in our faith, 
so we’re not going to be prey to the same kind of feel-
ing of alienation that most people in modern society 
and certainly most college students feel,” he said.

Also similarly to Thomas Aquinas College, 
Thomas More requires students to take many cours-
es in the humanities and literature, which allow 
them to see the world through many different per-
spectives, he said.

“Someone who might be feeling marginalized is 
going to have a tough time seeing that as significant 
when they’re reading tragedy and hardship, vice and 
virtue, they’re reading kind of the broad sweep of 
human experiences across many different time zones, 
many different cultures, many different races,” he 
said. “And you realize, ‘Huh, there is something called 
humanity, and it’s foolish to say I’m going to define 
myself and my actions by (a more narrow category).’”

A Catholic psychologist weighs in.
Dr. Gregory Bottaro is a clinical psychologist prac-

ticing with Catholic Psych Institute in Connecticut. 
He said that while it’s necessary and important to 
recognize that some people have experienced real 
trauma in their lives, the solution is not to shut them-
selves off to any experience that might be uncomfort-
able for them.

“The reality is that real trauma happens,” he said. 
“If you have somebody who’s been raped and they’re 
hearing a story about (rape)...a trigger warning essen-
tially can be a positive thing to give people a heads 
up that we’re approaching an area that may trigger 
something for you, but the fact of the matter is that 
we are going to approach it,” he said.

“So that’s the intent, to just give people the aware-
ness that if there’s something here you may have 
struggled with, get ready, get yourself ready for what 
we’re about to do.”  

But when awareness takes the form of censorship 
of differing opinions, then it’s gone too far, he said. 
For example, trigger warnings, which can be used 
as an appropriate way to alert someone that certain 

material may trigger something for them, are often 
used as an excuse to not engage with material at all.

“The problem is that people take them as permis-
sion to avoid or stay away from the material that’s 
being warned about,” he said.

One of the fundamental definitions of overall 
health, Dr. Bottaro added, is flexibility, and that 
applies whether one is referring to biological, physi-
cal, spiritual or emotional health.

“Flexibility is an intrinsic quality of overall health, 
and that means that you can have the ability to talk 
to different kinds of people, have different opinions, 
dialogue with different people with different perspec-
tives or different cultural views, different world views, 
and that’s ultimately what’s healthy,” he said.

Therefore, the inability to handle differing opinions 
could be a sign of psychological sickness or disorder.

The solution?
A Catholic worldview can be extremely helpful for 

people encountering differing ideas and opinions, 
because they are grounded in something fundamen-
tal, Dr. Bottaro said.

“A Catholic worldview gives us a stable foundation 
that goes to the very root of what it is to be human,” 
Dr. Bottaro said. “So if our foundation is at the deepest 
root, then we don’t have t be afraid to dialogue with 
other people from different perspectives, we don’t 
have to be afraid of what other people might say to 
us, because we’re grounded on the deepest foundation 
possible.”

“And that’s ultimately what’s missing in our cul-
ture, that’s why they need these safe spaces, because 
they don’t have any kind of deeply rooted foundation, 
they’re not grounded, and so they need to stop people 
from saying scary things because it’s going to knock 
them off balance,” he added.

Some secular universities and institutions are rec-
ognizing the “culture of victimhood” as a threat to 
the First Amendment right to the freedom of speech, 
and are taking action. A new group at Princeton Uni-
versity, called the “Princeton Open Campus Coali-
tion”, who wrote in an open letter to the University’s 
president that they “are concerned mainly with the 
importance of preserving an intellectual culture in 
which all members of the Princeton community feel 
free to engage in civil discussion and to express their 
convictions without fear of being subjected to intimi-
dation or abuse.”

Arizona lawmakers also decided to take action 
against victimhood culture by passing a bill to pre-
vent colleges and universities from restricting free 
speech in a public forum. The bill was signed into 
law in May.

However, Dr. Fahey said, until secular universities 
and society as a whole once again recognize God and 
some sense of the transcendent as the center, then 
there’s no way to escape the rising culture of victim-
hood as an institutionalized part of society.

“The culture of victimhood can’t really come out of 
a religious society,” Dr. Fahey said.

“I would go so far as to say that if you have an 
authentically religious culture of any of the tradi-
tional religions, you’re not going to have this sense 
of victimhood.”

“In the United States, the religious tradition is 
Christianity. If you don’t recognize that and have some 
sympathy for the other great religions, then you’re 
never going to escape this problem, instead you’re 
going to build an office to deal with victimhood, and 
in that action, as long as you have that office, you’ve 
now made it part of your culture, you’ve now made 
it systemic.” ❖

(Trigger Warnings, cont. from page 9)
Pope Francis’ approach was anticipated in St. John 
Paul II’s 1980 encyclical Dives in Misericordia, or 
“Rich in Mercy.”

Christians must enter into the reality of people who 
are broken and wounded, who feel abandoned by the 
Church, or who have grown indifferent to God, the 
archbishop advised.

In the U.S., he said, “there is a growing coldness of 
heart, a harsh and fearful rhetoric in our media and 
politics, a growing inability of ordinary people to 
empathize with the humanity of others.”

He noted the cruel treatment of refugees and undoc-
umented migrants, debates over social programs for 
the poor and the homeless, and severe punishments 
and poor conditions for criminals.

Archbishop Gómez suggested secularization and 
de-Christianization are the dominant realities in 
the Americas and throughout the West. Wondering 
whether the Church has come to terms with these 
threats to Christian institutions and souls, he said 
they are the “great test” for the Church.

“I speak from my perspective in the United States. 
But I think all of us can agree that the elites who 
govern and shape the direction of our societies are 
deeply secularized and hostile to religion, religious 
values and traditional culture,” he said.

Where there is no violent persecution, elites use the 
“raw power of law and public policy” to impose their 
views and to deny freedoms of those who disagree 
with them.

The archbishop said Catholicism faces “a power-
ful and false ‘humanism’” that purports to describe 
human happiness and flourishing under hedonistic, 
materialistic assumptions, adding that these assump-
tions are “completely opposed” to revealed truths of 
Christianity.

The witness of works of mercy is even more impor-
tant in a society that denies the reality of God and the 
relevance of faith.

“In a post-Christian society, mercy—lived through 
works of love—becomes the best ‘proof ’ for God’s 
presence and power,” he said. “By our love and ten-
derness, by our joy, we attract others to the cause of 
our joy, to the person of Jesus Christ. By our love and 
tenderness, we make God’s own mercy a reality that 
our neighbors can believe in and give their lives to.”

Archbishop Gómez cited the example of St. Juni-
pero Serra as a true missionary of mercy.

“Like the first missionaries to this continent, we 
need to proclaim the beautiful reality of God’s com-
passion and tenderness,” he said. “The glad tidings of 
God’s complete mercy and love—and his desire that 
everyone might find the salvation he wants for us.” ❖

(Archbishop Gómez, cont. from page 12)

September 3: St. Gregory the Great  
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Reflection from the USCCB  
for Catechetical Sunday September 18th 
Following Christ in the Holy Spirit: 
Discernment of the Holy Spirit

The key discipline for a Christian following Christ in the Holy Spirit is consciousness of his or her quality of heart.

(see USCCB, p. 20)

by Fr. Dick Hauser, SJ 

Christians are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Discipleship begins with the encounter with Christ, 
when one decides to follow Jesus. Keeping the Ten 
Commandments comes later, as one encounters 
Christ and decides to do his will. This is a two-stage 
process of initial and ongoing conversion, of internal 
and external assent that may happen simultaneously 
as we mature as Christians. This maturation leads us 
to an ever deeper level of discipleship with Christ. 
The Holy Spirit moves us from an external confor-
mity of actions to an internal response to Christ, to 
following Christ in the Holy Spirit! “The redemption 
accomplished by the Son in the dimensions of the 
earthly history of humanity—accomplished in his 
‘departure’ through the Cross and Resurrection—is at 
the same time, in its entire salvific power, transmit-
ted to the Holy Spirit: the one who will take what is 
mine.” (Dominum et Vivificantem, no.11) All Chris-
tian spirituality flows from responding to the Holy 
Spirit. Hence, the word “spirituality.”

We know that prayer is a gift of the Holy Spirit. It 
involves dropping external preoccupations and listen-
ing and responding to the internal voice of the Holy 
Spirit rising within our hearts. St. Paul is clear in this 
when he says, “In the same way, the Spirit too comes 
to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but the Spirit intercedes with inex-
pressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts 
knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because it 
intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.” 
(Rom 8:26-27)

Discernment of the Holy Spirit is also a gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Our reflections focus on God’s presence 
through the Holy Spirit, given to us through faith and 
baptism. Discernment of the Holy Spirit is listening 
and responding to the voice of the Holy Spirit arising 
in the midst of daily activities. It is being aware of 
the internal fluctuations of our hearts and learning 
to discern those movements that flow from the Holy 
Spirit from those that do not. The Epistles and the 
Gospels invite us to be disciples “in the Holy Spirit,” 
the third person of the Blessed Trinity.

Discerning the Holy Spirit: St. Paul

St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians is helpful for grasp-
ing discernment of the Holy Spirit. As good Jews, 
the Galatians lived their covenant with God by fidel-
ity to the external law. Faithful Jews conscientiously 
observed all the 613 precepts of the Torah. St. Paul 
asserted that in one sense they have become slaves to 
the external law. Then St. Paul explained that conver-
sion to Christ brings a new freedom. The focus of 
religious observance has shifted from responding to 
the external law to responding to the internal law of 

the Holy Spirit written on their hearts. 
But, St. Paul cautions, not every internal movement 

of the heart can be trusted. The Galatians must learn 
to distinguish those interior movements of the heart 
that flow from the Holy Spirit from those that do not: 
from those that flow from the flesh. “I say then: live by 
the Spirit and you will certainly not gratify the desire 
of the flesh. For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh; these are opposed to 
each other, so that you may not do what you want. 
But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under 
the law.” (Gal 5:16-18)

St. Paul then lists examples of works of the flesh: 
immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, hatred, 
rivalry, jealousy, selfishness, dissension, factions, 
orgies: “I warn you, as I warned you before, that those 
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (Gal 5:21). He also lists examples of works of the 
Holy Spirit or “fruits”: love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 
St. Paul concludes simply, “If we live in the Spirit, let 
us also follow the Spirit” (Gal 5:25).

Discerning the Holy Spirit: Jesus

Jesus gives concrete guidelines for recognizing and 
living in the Holy Spirit: the commandments on love. 
A scholar of the law was testing Jesus and asking about 
inheriting eternal life. “Jesus said to him, ‘’What is 
written in the law? How do you read it?’ He said in 
reply, ‘You shall love the Lord your God, with all your 

heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’ 
He replied to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do 
this and you will live.’” (Lk 10:27-28)

Jesus’ guidelines for living in the Holy Spirit center 
on the interior movement of our hearts toward love. 
Jesus’ criteria for recognizing the Holy Spirit is clear: 
to the degree our hearts are moving by the desire to 
love and serve God, our neighbor, and ourselves, our 
hearts are moving in the Holy Spirit; to the degree our 
hearts are not moving by these desires, our hearts are 
not moving in the Holy Spirit.

And notice that Jesus’ criteria relate directly to St. 
Paul’s fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience. The 
love arising within our hearts becomes the central 
criteria for discerning the Holy Spirit for Jesus and 
for St. Paul. This love is normally accompanied by 
peace and joy.

But after Jesus spoke, the scholar of the law asked, 
“Who is my neighbor?” And Jesus clarified his 
response, giving the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
The commandment to love extends to all human 
beings: not merely to relatives and friends. The Good 
Samaritan did not even know the person he stopped 
to help: indeed, he was considered an untouchable 
outcasts by the Jews because he was a Samaritan. The 
priest and the Levite, therefore, ignored the person. 
Jesus praised the Samaritan. 

Further, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus expands 
the love commandment to include even enemies. 
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la Buena Nueva’.  Este reconocimiento de lo central 
del propósito espiritual no disminuye el valor o la 
importancia de la excelencia en la educación, debe-
mos esforzarnos por eso, pero tenemos que recordar 
nuestro verdadero propósito.

En medio de nuestra vida cotidiana a menudo 
ocurre que nos encontramos distraídos en el camino. 
Cuando estamos orando en la Misa nuestra mente 

puede vagar fácilmente con pensam-
ientos y desconectarnos totalmente.  
Estas distracciones nos llevan lejos 
del Señor.  Cuando estamos rezando 
el Rosario, por ejemplo, puede fácil-
mente suceder que nos distraemos 
tanto que incluso no recordamos en 
qué década del Rosario estábamos 
orando y a veces incluso olvidamos 
hasta que misterios estamos meditan-
do.  Este mismo olvido y distracción 
también podría suceder a profesores 
y estudiantes.  Puede suceder que 
un profesor de matemáticas podría 
olvidar que enseñar matemáticas en 
una Escuela Católica es una actividad 
relacionada con el amor y el servicio a 

Dios. Los estudiantes, ya sea en una Escuela Católica 
o no, pueden olvidarse de que todo conocimiento 
está relacionado a Dios. Un estudiante en una clase 
de Ciencias puede cautivarse con la belleza de lo 
complejo de la vida sin ni siquiera pensar, ‘¡Esto es 
una obra maravillosa de Dios que se manifiesta en 
sus criaturas!’  Incluso un profesor puede olvidar 
esta realidad o se olvide de ayudar a su estudiante a 
hacer la conexión.  Tal conexión puede prohibirse en 

El comienzo del Año Escolar quiere decir que aproxi-
madamente 4,000 estudiantes matriculados en las 
Escuelas Católicas de la Diócesis de Santa Rosa se 
han comprometido nuevamente en la tarea de la edu-
cación académica y religiosa. 

 Para la mayoría de las parroquias esto también 
marca el comienzo de las Clases de Catequesis para 
la formación en la fé y especialmente para la Prepara-
ción Sacramental. 

 La perspectiva del funcionamiento 
de una Escuela Católica es una enorme 
responsabilidad y estoy sumamente 
agradecido a todos aquellos que se 
dedican a este ministerio eclesial. 

 La perspectiva de operar un detalla-
do y exhaustivo programa de Escuela 
de Religión Parroquial, Catecismo 
y Preparación Sacramental implica 
gran dedicación y compromiso.

 Estas iniciativas de la Iglesia pre-
tenden ayudar a formar a los jóvenes y 
prepararlos para una vida más virtuosa 
y por lo tanto más felices.  Este trabajo 
se relaciona directamente con la meta 
sobrenatural de la Iglesia que es pre-
parar a estos jóvenes para la vida que se dirige al cielo.

Es este componente sobrenatural la razón última 
de por qué la Iglesia participa en la educación.  Sin 
duda el bien temporal de una buena educación es 
deseable, pero el objetivo sobrenatural de una gran 
educación espiritual es esencial.  Esto es algo que 
nunca debemos olvidar.  Esta es la meta que tenemos 
que recordarnos con regularidad. Esta es la respuesta 
al mandato del Señor, ‘Ir a todo el mundo y proclamen 

Desde el Obispo

Mons. Robert F. Vasa es el 

sexto obispo de la Diócesis 

de Santa Rosa en California.

las escuelas públicas pero es obligatoria en nuestras 
Escuelas Católicas y en la Catequesis Parroquial.

En este inicio del Año Escolar, ruego para que todos 
los educadores de nuestras Escuelas y Parroquias 
redoblen sus esfuerzos para establecer y mantener 
un claro enfoque en la totalidad de nuestro propósito.

El funcionamiento de una Escuela y/o una Parroquia 
lleva consigo grandes responsabilidades y no es posible 
mencionarlas todas.  Una que quiero enfatizar, sin 
embargo, es la importancia de mantener a nuestros 
niños seguros al cumplir minuciosamente con nuestra 
ya establecida Póliza Diocesana para la Protección 
de la Juventud.  Puede haber una percepción; como 
algunos lo han indicado; que soy ignorante, mal infor-
mado, indiferente o malicioso debido a que la Diócesis 
‘reprobó’ la auditoría 2015-16 de conformidad con el 
Capitulo para la Protección de los Niños y que le he 
permitido al Arzobispo emérito John Nienstedt de San 
Pablo y Minneapolis a residir en la Diócesis. 

Ninguna de estas cosas manifiesta una falta de com-
promiso de mi parte para proteger a los niños. Confío 
en que todos los Pastores de la Diócesis, Administra-
dores de Escuelas, Directores de Educación Religiosa y 
Coordinadores de Ambiente Seguro Parroquial puedan 
dar fe de que no he sido flojo o negligente en mi insis-
tencia de la necesidad de asegurarse de que todos los 
que tienen contacto con los niños sean correctamente 
investigados, capacitados y supervisados. Me entristece 
profundamente que de una manera grosera y exagerada 
se hayan hecho acusaciones basada en insinuaciones, 
rumores y quizá mala voluntad que han sido aceptadas 
como verdad. Tomo muy en serio la responsabilidad de 
mantener la seguridad de los niños e insisto en que las 
Parroquias y Escuelas hagan lo mismo. ❖

El fin sobrenatural de Educación Católica

Obispos de California Anuncian Su Apoyo a la 
Proposición 62 para Abolir el Uso de la Pena de Muerte
SACRAMENTO, CA – En este Año Jubilar de la 
Misericordia, nosotros, los Obispos Católicos de Cali-
fornia apoyamos la Proposición 62, la cual aboliría 
el uso de la pena de muerte en California. Nuestro 
compromiso de eliminar la práctica de la pena capital 
se basa en la fe católica así como en nuestra experi-
encia pastoral.

Toda vida es sagrada—inocente o con defectos—así 
como Jesucristo nos enseñó y demostró repetidam-
ente a través de Su ministerio. Este enfoque en lo 
sagrado de la vida humana es fundamental para el 
cristianismo y se expresa de manera más elocuente 
en los dos grandes mandamientos: “Amarás al Señor 
tu Dios con todo el corazón … amarás a tu prójimo 
como a ti mismo”. (Mc. 12:30-31)  Jesús deja en claro 
que para amar a Dios debemos amar a nuestro próji-
mo. Cada uno de nosotros lleva un valor intrínseco 
por haber sido creado a imagen de Dios. Cada uno 
de nosotros lleva el deber de amar esta imagen divina 
grabada en cada persona. “Quien no ama a su her-
mano a quien ha visto no puede amar a Dios a quien 
no ha visto” (I Jn. 4:20).

Nuestro apoyo para abolir el uso de la pena de 

muerte también se arraiga en el firme propósito de 
acompañar y apoyar a todas las víctimas del crimen. 
Estas personas sufren las dolorosas y duraderas con-
secuencias de los actos criminales. Con la pérdida 
violenta de un ser querido, una espada ha atravesado 
el corazón. Esa angustia profunda no se remedia con 
la prolongación de la cultura de muerte sancionada 
por el estado. A la vez que rogamos por ellos y les 
acompañamos en su aflicción, también insistimos 
que el uso actual de la pena de muerte no promueve 
la sanación. Solo aporta más violencia a un mundo 
que ya saturado por ella. Seguiremos abogando por 
la responsabilidad, la rehabilitación y restitución para 
toda persona impactada por el sistema de justicia 
penal. Solamente a través de su sanación, sanará la 
comunidad entera. 

Los Obispos de los Estados Unidos se han opuesto 
al uso de la pena capital por mucho tiempo. En el 
pasado, en ocasiones, se justificaba moralmente para 
proteger a la sociedad, pero esos tiempos ya han 
pasado. La Proposición 62 brinda a los votantes la 
oportunidad de eliminar esta práctica en California, 
así como lo han hecho otros 19 estados.

Se ha demostrado repetidamente que la aplicación 
de la pena capital tiene deficiencias severas e irrevo-
cables.  En el largo—pero absolutamente necesario—
proceso de asegurar que una persona inocente no sea 
ejecutada, hemos visto que se ha exonerado a muchas 
personas acusadas ya que las nuevas formas de inves-
tigación forense nos han permitido escudriñar mejor 
las pruebas. El alto costo de implementar la pena de 
muerte ha desviado los recursos de otros programas 
más constructivos y provechosos tanto para la reha-
bilitación como para la recuperación de las víctimas 
y los transgresores. Por último, el trabajo de inves-
tigación en repetidas ocasiones ha demostrado que 
la pena de muerte se aplica de manera inconsistente 
entre las personas, dependiendo de la raza, posición 
económica y área geográfica.

Por todas estas razones, también deberíamos opon-
ernos a la Proposición 66, la cual aceleraría las ejecu-
ciones en California. La búsqueda de un proceso justo 
y humanitario para las ejecuciones y su protocolo ha 
fracasado por décadas. Cualquier prisa para agilizar 
ese proceso inevitablemente resultará en la ejecución 

(vea Obispos de California, p. 19)
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Su familia lo quiso matar por dejar el islam: Con-
tará su historia en Argentina 
BUENOS AIRES (ACI) - “Dejar el islam para seguir 
a Cristo,” este es el testimonio que compartirá en 
Argentina, Joseph Fadelle, un iraquí cuya conver-
sión al cristianismo lo llevó a vivir en carne propia la 
violenta persecución a manos de su propia familia.

Buenos Aires, Paraná, Santa Fe y La Plata son los 
lugares donde Mohammed al-Sayyid al-Moussaoui, 
hoy Joseph Fadelle, se presentará entre el 7 y el 10 
de septiembre en una gira organizada por Ediciones 
Logos.

Descendiente directo de Mahoma, Mohammed 
estaba destinado a ser el heredero de su padre y estar 
a la cabeza del clan de una de las familias chiítas 
más importantes de Irak. Para él, los cristianos eran 
inferiores, impuros e indignos de compartir con un 
musulmán como él.

Sin embargo, durante su servicio militar en 1987 
conoció a Massoud, un cristiano con el que estuvo 
obligado a compartir habitación y que con su testi-
monio logró cambiar la visión que Mohammed tenía 
de los seguidores de Jesucristo.

Luego de profundizar en las raíces de la fe católica, 
Mohammed tuvo una crisis existencial que removió 
sus creencias y que terminó por abandonar el islam 
y abrazar el cristianismo.

Pero en el islam cambiar de religión constituye un 
crimen, por lo que Mohammed tuvo que mantener 
su conversión en secreto. Sin embargo, luego de un 
tiempo lo descubrieron y encarcelaron, siendo tor-
turado por el régimen político de Saddam Hussein.

Cuando lo liberaron, Fadelle abandonó Irak con 
su esposa e hijos que también abrazaron el cristian-
ismo. Fueron a Jordania donde pudieron establecerse 
en alguna medida, pero su tío y sus hermanos lo 
encontraron e intentaron asesinarlo. Mohammed fue 
baleado y sus familiares lo dieron por muerto.

Después de un tormentoso período de persecución 
a manos de su familia, Joseph logró llegar a Francia, 
donde vive desde 2001 con su esposa e hijos. Sin 
embargo, pesa sobre él una fatwa, un decreto legal 
del Islam que dicta su sentencia de muerte y que no 
tiene fecha de caducidad, por lo que nunca más podrá 
volver a su país.

Joseph Fadelle relató su historia en su libro “El 
Precio a Pagar,” editado por Logos en Argentina, y 
que solo su primera edición en 2010 superó las 50 
mil copias vendidas.

 6 datos de Santa Rosa de Lima que tal vez no conocías 
REDACCIÓN CENTRAL (ACI) - Este 30 de agosto 
se celebra a Santa Rosa de Lima en Perú y en otros 
países a Santa Rosa de Lima, Patrona de América y 
Filipinas. ¿Conocías estos datos sobre su vida?

1. Se llamaba Isabel
Recibió el nombre de Isabel, pero su mamá al ver que 
mientras crecía su rostro lucía sonrosado y mostraba 
gran belleza, empezó a llamarla Rosa. Santo Toribio 
de Mogrovejo, el entonces Arzobispo de Lima, tras 
impartirle el sacramento de la confirmación en 1597 
le puso definitivamente el nombre de Rosa, con el cual 
es conocida ahora en todo el mundo.

2. Fue laica, no religiosa
Santa Rosa fue laica, específicamente una Terciaria 
en la Orden de Santo Domingo, es decir, una mujer 
que se vestía con túnica blanca y manto negro, llevaba 
una vida consagrada a Dios pero en su propia casa. 
Durante toda su vida buscó imitar a la más famosa 
terciaria dominica: Santa Catalina de Siena.
Un día mientras oraba ante la imagen de la Virgen 
pidiendo ayuda para decidir si entraba a un convento, 
sintió que no podía levantarse del suelo donde estaba 
arrodillada. Llamó a su hermano a que le ayudara a 
levantarse pero él tampoco fue capaz de moverla de 
allí.

Entonces se dio cuenta de que la voluntad de Dios 
era otra y le dijo a Nuestra Señora: “Oh Madre Celes-
tial, si Dios no quiere que yo me vaya a un convento, 
desisto desde ahora de su idea.” Tan pronto pronun-
ció estas palabras recuperó la movilidad y se pudo 
levantar del suelo.

3. Tuvo un rápido ascenso a los altares
Menos de 50 años después de su muerte fue declarada 
santa para la Iglesia. Durante la ceremonia organizada 
en su honor tras su fallecimiento fue aclamada por el 
pueblo entero e hicieron que a los ocho días se abriera 
el proceso de canonización. El Cabildo envió una 
carta al Papa Urbano VIII y el virrey hizo lo propio a 
la Corona de España.

Antes de ser canonizada (1671) fue proclamada 
Patrona del Perú (1669), del Nuevo Mundo y de Fili-
pinas (1670). Solo en Perú hay más de 72 pueblos con 
su nombre.

4. Es la primera Santa de América
Fue canonizada por el Papa Clemente X en 1671 y se 
convirtió en la primera Santa de América. “Probable-
mente no ha habido en América un misionero que 
con sus predicaciones haya logrado más conversiones 
que las que Rosa de Lima obtuvo con su oración y 
sus mortificaciones,” dijo el Papa Inocencio IX al 
referirse a ella.

5. Habría sido amiga de San Martín de Porres
Una antigua tradición sostiene que Santa Rosa salía de 
su ermita para ir a la iglesia de la Virgen del Rosario y 
para atender a enfermos y esclavos. En estas labores 
era acompañada por San Martín de Porres quien 
se volvió su amigo. Lima era una ciudad pequeña 
y amurallada por lo que es muy probable que Santa 
Rosa haya conocido a San Martín de Porres.
6. Cuando murió trabajaba en el servicio doméstico 
de una familia adinerada Santa Rosa pasó los tres últi-
mos años de su vida ayudando en el servicio del hogar 
de Don Gonzalo de Massa, un empleado del gobierno, 
cuya esposa le tenía particular cariño. Durante la 
penosa y larga enfermedad que precedió a su muerte, 
la oración de la joven era: “Señor, auméntame los 

El fin sobrenatural de Educación Católica sufrimientos, pero auméntame en la misma medida 
tu amor.” Santa Rosa falleció el 24 de agosto de 1617, 
a los 31 años de edad. El capítulo, el senado y otros 
dignatarios de la ciudad se turnaron para transportar 
su cuerpo al sepulcro. ❖

En el islam cambiar de religión constituye un crimen, por lo 
que Mohammed tuvo que mantener su conversión en secreto.

de más personas inocentes. Ni los partidarios ni los 
oponentes de la pena de muerte desean este resultado.

Como Obispos católicos nos reconforta el aumento 
de movimientos de laicos católicos dedicados a la 
eliminación del uso de la pena de muerte. Los fieles 
han escuchado las palabras del Santo Papa Juan 
Pablo II, del Papa Emérito Benedicto XVI y del Papa 
Francisco para poner fin a esta práctica por todo el 
mundo. Como ha dicho el Papa Francisco:

Una señal de esperanza está constituida por el 
desarrollo, en la opinión pública, de una contrariedad 
cada vez mayor hacia la pena de muerte. De hecho las 
sociedades modernas tienen la posibilidad de repri-
mir eficazmente el crimen sin quitar definitivamente 
a quien lo cometió la posibilidad de redimirse. El 
problema va encuadrado en la óptica de una justicia 
penal que sea cada vez más conforme a la dignidad 
del hombre y al designio de Dios para el hombre y 
la sociedad y también a una justicia penal abierta 
a la esperanza de la reinserción en la sociedad. El 
mandamiento “no matarás” tiene valor absoluto y 
se refiere tanto al inocente como al culpable. (21 de 
febrero de 2016—Ángelus)

En noviembre—el mes en que concluye el Año 
de la Misericordia—los californianos tendrán la 
oportunidad de abrazar la justicia y la misericordia 
(cf. Salmos 85:11) al momento de votar.  Alentamos 
ferverosamente a todos los votantes: consideren con 
fe y oración brindar el apoyo a la Proposición 62 y 
oponerse a la Proposición 66.

Anuncios para el Boletín Eliminemos el Uso de la 
Pena de Muerte
La pena de muerte y la doctrina social católica

El Papa Francisco nos recuerda que el mandamien-
to de “no matarás” se aplica al inocente al igual que 
al culpable, para respetar el carácter sagrado y la 
dignidad humana de toda persona. Como sociedad, 
deberíamos procurar la justicia restaurativa que 
contribuye a la sanación de la persona culpable, a 
la familia de la víctima y a la sociedad para fortal-
ecer el bien común y dejar de perpetuar la cultura 
de muerte. La Conferencia Católica de California 
apoya la Proposición 62 para abolir el uso de la pena 
de muerte y se opone a la Proposición 66, la cual 
apresuraría las ejecuciones. Para obtener mayor infor-
mación sobre esto y la doctrina católica, visite: www.
cacatholic.org.

Hace mucho tiempo que los Obispos han pedido 
abolir el uso de la pena de muerte

“Deberíamos rechazar las políticas que sencilla-
mente exigen más prisiones, condenas más severas y 
mayor dependencia en la pena de muerte,” afirmaron 
los Obispos de los EE.UU. en el año 2000. “Más bien, 
deberíamos promover políticas que inviertan may-
ores recursos en la restauración, la educación y en los 
programas de tratamiento para combatir el abuso de 
sustancias.”  Durante este Año de la Misericordia, los 
californianos tienen la oportunidad de abolir la pena 
de muerte en nuestro estado al aprobar la Proposición 
62 y rechazar la Proposición 66.  Para mayor infor-
mación, visite: www.cacatholic.org. ❖

(Obispos de California, cont. de pagina 18)
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy,’ But I say to you, love 
your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be children of your heavenly Father, 
for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, 
and causes rain to fall on the just and unjust. . . . So 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mt 
5:43-45, 48)

Jesus invites us to love God, our neighbor, and 
ourselves with “all your heart, all your being, all 
your strength, all your mind.” Clearly, Jesus wants 
his followers to love, not merely by external actions, 
but with an internal quality of heart reflecting God’s 
love: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” 
(Mt 5:48). For Jesus, discernment of the Holy Spirit 
focuses primarily on our internal quality of heart. 
To the degree that we respond to the Holy Spirit, 
we will be loving and perfect, just like our heavenly 
Father!

Recognizing Obstacles to the Holy Spirit

The key discipline for a Christian following Christ in 
the Holy Spirit is consciousness of his or her quality 
of heart. We all experience fluctuations of heart daily. 
Some of them arise from our propensity to sin. Initial 
and ongoing conversion in the life of the disciple is 
critical. In this pursuit, the basic question for con-
scientious Christians becomes, “In what situations 
in my day is my heart not moving with the desire to 
love, and therefore not experiencing the peace of the 
Holy Spirit?” Just as the experience of peace normally 
accompanies responding to the Holy Spirit, absence 
of this peace—anxiety and restlessness—normally 
accompanies our lack of response. 

It is important to be concrete in naming obstacles 
to the Holy Spirit. What events or people in my daily 
schedule do I approach without the desire to love 

(USCCB, cont. from page 17) and serve God? Further, what situations habitually 
disturb me, arising from local or national govern-
ments, or even Church administration? And perhaps 
most importantly, what in my personal or family life 
causes stress, such as health, finances, employment, 
relationships? 

When we ignore the situations causing anxiety 
and restlessness, they will continue to influence our 
thoughts and actions and we will not be moving with 
the desire to love and serve God. But when we have 
concretely named these situations, we can deal with 
them. With God’s grace, we can replace anxiety and 
restlessness with good desires, and then respond to 
those good desires. We have been redeemed by Christ 
and sealed with the Holy Spirit! Grace in us is stronger 
than sin in us. We can trust the Spirit of Christ to give 
us the strength we need to live our Christian vocation 
and follow Christ in the Holy Spirit.

Following Christ in the Holy Spirit implies growing 
in the awareness of Christ’s indwelling in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Conscientious Christians will 
spend some time each day reviewing their awareness 
and response to this presence. The review normally 
includes five moments. 

First, we pray to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment. 
This examen is a Holy Spirit-guided reflection into 
the quality of our hearts during the day. Second, we 
thank God for our blessings by inviting the Holy 
Spirit to make us more aware of God’s presence and 
blessings in our activities. Often, this is the major part 
of the examen. Standing back and reflecting on our 
day, we become aware of God’s abiding and peaceful 
presence. Third, we ask the Holy Spirit to reveal where 
we have not faithfully responded to God’s presence. 
If some major obstacle was present, this usually rises 
immediately to the forefront of our consciousness. 
Fourth, we ask forgiveness for any infidelity. Fifth, 
we look ahead to the next period and ask for the 
Spirit’s help.

Conclusion

The New Testament presents discernment of the Holy 
Spirit as central for Christian discipleship, especially 
for adult Christians. The invitation to recover the 
Holy Spirit has been a feature of almost every major 
council of the Church. The Second Vatican Council 
has given us an invitation to reclaim this traditional 
dimension of New Testament spirituality. We cat-
echists have to ask ourselves whether we have fully 
presented this dimension of the Gospel.

Note: Discerning God’s Will
The reflection above focused on discernment of the 
Holy Spirit in daily life and not on discernment of 
God’s will for specific significant decisions. The signs 
of the Holy Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience—are also 
key for finding God’s will for significant life deci-
sions. Presented with two alternatives for serving 
God, we can ask God to reveal his will by attaching 
these experiences to one of the options. If we are truly 
free from personal inordinate attachments and open 
to God’s will, the perdurance of the fruits of the Spirit 
in one alternative may be the sign of God’s personal 
will for us.

Note: St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556)
St. Ignatius is the founder of the Society of Jesus 
(1540) and the author of a thirty-day retreat manual 
called, The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius (1548). 
This manual contains guidelines called “Rules for the 
Discernment of Spirits.” His guidelines are a major 
contribution to Christian mysticism. My reflections 
are an attempt to put his text into New Testament 
language.

Resources for Catechetical Sunday can be found 
on the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops website www.usccb.org (search for catechetical 
Sunday). ❖

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor 
sets example, raises 15K 
for St. Vincent de Paul 
Poverty has many faces and there are many pieces 
to the solution of poverty in our community.

On July 15th of this year, our fundraising team at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Windsor, part-
nered with the Sonoma/Lake County Saint Vincent 
de Paul Council to raise funds for our parish and 
for the Saint Vincent de Paul dining room.  

The dining room, located in the downtown 
area of Santa Rosa, is open 365 days a year and 
provides 90,000 meals annually to people who 
are in desperate need of a hot meal - not only 
individuals who are homeless, but also to fami-
lies, many with children.  We have a very active St 
Vincent de Paul ministry at OLG.  Our ministry 
is an affiliate of the Saint Vincent de Paul Council 
which operated the dining room in Santa Rosa.

As a result of our joint fundraising effort, we 
were able to raise more money this year than in 
any previous year—over $24,000.  In addition to 
the $24,000, we raised an additional $13,500 as 
a result of the “Fund-A-Need” collection which 
took place during the fundraising dinner.  Our 
parish will retain approximately $22,000 that will 
be used in support of our parish ministries.  A 
total of approximately $15,500 is being distrib-
uted directly to the Saint Vincent De Paul dining 
room.  This money will be used to provide over 
5,400 hot, nourishing meals.

We want to encourage everyone to work 
together to support those organizations that are 
working to provide a piece of the solution to 
poverty in our community. ❖

by Bette Ann Fleischacker

September 27: St. Vincent de Paul 
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Back to School: 
The Catholic Philosophy of Education
by Sr. Joan L. Roccasalvo, C.S.J. / The Way of Beauty 

“It’s back to school,” the many ads remind us.  The 
noble work of education will soon begin anew.  

The word, educate, from the Latin educere, means 
to lead out of. Educators worthy of the name lead their 
students out of the darkness of ignorance to the light 
of truth, knowledge and wisdom. 

The Catholic Philosophy of Education
To realize its Divine mission, the Church has devel-
oped a view of education that claims the right over 
all other agencies to make final decisions about the 
education of its youth. 

There are several principles of the Catholic philoso-
phy of education that mark it with distinction.  With 
the obvious age-appropriate adaptations, they affect 
all ages and academic levels. 

Belief in a Personal God
First, that belief in a personal God is essential to all 
Catholic thinking in any and every phase of human 
activity. This includes formal education which pro-
claims Jesus as its primary Exemplar.  It follows that 
the Church rejects any philosophy of education or 
position that sacrifices the eternal and supernatural 
to the temporal and natural (V.P. Lannie, “Catholic 
Education IV,” The New Encyclopedia 5: 168).

Academic Excellence
Second, Catholic education imparts far more than 
amassing facts and information. Scholarship and faith 
belong together, the whole person, seeking ultimate 
Truth, Goodness, and Beauty.  Students should be 
taught to wonder at the goodness and truth sur-
rounding them. Catholic education builds character. 
It develops in its students a Catholic moral compass 
and a Catholic sensibility to understand how soci-
ety and democracies function. The curriculum’s first 
order of business is academic formation and excel-
lence. Students must learn correct grammar and use 
language skillfully, even artfully. This means reading 
well, writing with imagination, precision and power, 
and speaking the country’s predominant language 
correctly. It is typically true that whoever uses the 
right word thinks precisely and persuasively as in the 
famous Hopkins’ poetic line, “The world is charged 
with the grandeur of God.” 

English is a difficult language to master, but it must 
be said that immigrants to this country often learn to 
speak better English than those who are born here. In 
the musical, “My Fair Lady,” the character of Henry 
Higgins sings, “Why Can’t the English Teach Their 
Children How to Speak.” He lampoons Americans’ 
mutiliation of English with the line, “Well, in America, 
they haven’t used it in years.” A playful jab, but jab it is.

Catholic and Christian Humanism
Third, in Catholic humanism, God is found not just 
in the sacred but also in the secular where Christian 
values and virtue can be uncovered.  The religious and 
the profane are mutually inclusive, “charged with the 

grandeur of God.” Whatever is human is inherently 
Christian.  No enterprise, no matter how secular, is 
merely secular for we live in a universe of grace and 
promise. 

The humanities are associated with depth, richness, 
feelings, character and moral development. This is 
why the literary and refining arts are so important.  
Their purpose is to impart wonder and enjoyment, 
sensitize the feelings of students and eventually influ-
ence their behavior.  The humanities are intended for 
all students and not just for the elite.

The Student and the Educator
Fourth, St. Thomas Aquinas puts it concisely: Educa-
tion is a lifelong process of self-activity, self-direction, 
and self-realization. The child is the center of atten-
tion, the “principal agent,” in the educational process. 

The instructor is the “essential mover” who teaches 
by the witness of his or her example and consistently 
brings to their lessons a high degree of preparedness. 
The teacher’s role is critical to Catholic education 
(Ibid). The students’ real life situations initiate the 
process of learning.   Educators lead their students out 
beyond their life setting—their Sitz-im-Leben.  Expe-
rience teaches students to discover for themselves by 
engaging the five senses. This includes, for example, 
making or doing beautiful art forms or listening to 
beautiful music. Affectivity must be channeled in 
socially-accepted ways. For the most part, “Rap” cul-
ture exalts anti-social affectivity.

In his apostolic exhortation, “Evangelii nuntiandi,” 
Pope Paul VI reflected: “Today students do not listen 
seriously to teachers but to witnesses, and if they do 
listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.”  

Catholic educators teaching in public schools can 
adapt Catholic principles to the public school cur-
riculum especially when these are also embraced by 
other faith-traditions.    

The Benedict Effect
At his papal election in 2003, why did Joseph Cardinal 
Ratzinger take the papal name Benedict?  It was the 
Benedictine monks, who, systematically and compre-
hensively, rebuilt Europe after the barbaric invasions 
of Rome in the 5th century. Some European leaders 
refuse to acknowledge Europe’s Christian roots and, 
specifically, the Church’s role in building on Greco-
Roman culture, Christianizing it, and handing it on 
to future generations. At a time when Europe was cast 
in darkness, the Church led it out of the darkness; 
the Church was Europe’s light. Not opinion, but fact.

St. Benedict, the Benedictine Order, and the 
Monastic Centuries
In the middle of the sixth century, a small move-
ment changed the landscape of the European world.  
Benedict of Nursia (480-547) introduced a new way 
of life and thinking that has brought vitality to con-
temporary men and women. He laid the foundation 
of Benedictine monastic life with his monks first at 
Subiaco and Rome, and then at Monte Cassino.  

Benedict composed his Rule of disciplined balance 
that fostered order and peace. If “pray and work” (ora 
et labora) was the Benedictine motto, the way to live 
it was through beauty, piety, and learning.  Every 
monastery was built on an expansive tract of land, 
and  eventually, it became a miniature civic center 
for the townspeople. One could say that the monks 
sacralized the landscape.  

Monastic Schools
Of the many contributions the Benedictine monks 
made to European culture, education remained a 
prominent value. In the Middle Ages, education was 
conducted within the confines of the monastery by 
monks, and later, by nuns.  They offered religious and 

(see Back to School, p. 24)
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September 3rd
Santa Rosa Diocese Permanent Deacon Ordination   
Santa Rosa Diocese Permanent Deacon Ordination
St. Elizabeth Seton, Rohnert Park. Watch the entire 
mass of Ordination on YouTube by typing in this 
address:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAzhDt1SDNA

September 4th
Live Canonization of Mother Teresa of Calcutta   
Pope Francis celebrates the Canonization Mass of 
Mother Teresa live from Rome. Watch ETWN 09/04 at 
1:00am PT, 8:30am PT, 7:00pm PT; 09/05 at 9:00pm PT. 
www.ewtn.com

September 11th 
38th Annual Carmelite Benefit Dinner    
Carmelite House of Prayer 20 Mount Carmel Drive; 
Oakville. 2 pm-Social Hour, Entertainment, Silent 
Auction / 4pm-Buffet Style Dinner / Door Prizes / 
Raffle drawing-Cash Prizes: 1st prize-$2,000 / 2nd 
prize-$1,000 / 3rd prize-$500 / 4th prize-$250; 5th  
& 6th prize-$125. Tickets for wine refrigerator fully 
stocked with exceptional Napa Valley Wines. Buffet: 
BBQ Tri-tip; Homemade Salads, Savory Beans, Wine 
Cake, Sciambra Bread and excellent Napa Valley Wine 
on the table. Adults $50; Children: 12 and under-Free 
Hot Dog Dinner. Purchase tickets from the Carmelite 
Monastery at 707-944-2454 (EXT 103).

September 16 - 18
St. Rose Church 61st Annual Parish Festival  
Friday September 16th - Exquisite Food & Wine Pairing, 
Silent Auction & Music in the Parish Hall 6:00-8:30pm.  
Featured wines: Deerfield Ranch, Kobler Winery, Pezzi 
King, and Silver Oak / Celebrity Chefs: Steve May, Harry 
Licursi and Dan Cortez. Tickets: $35.00/per person or 
$65.00/per couple (presale) $40.00/person at the door 
Dress Attire: Cocktail Casual. Sunday September 18th 
- Pasta & Chicken BBQ Dinner (Includes salad, garlic 
bread, wine or beverage) Fun-filled Activities for the 
Entire Family. Saturday and Sunday  17-18th Annual 
Giant Yard Sale: Saturday: 8am - 5pm. Sunday: 8am 
– 3 pm. For more information contact: Maridel Perlas 
Maridel.perlas@gmail.com - 707-540-2168 322 10th 
Street, Santa Rosa CA 9540.

September 17th
Faith & Culture   
3rd Saturday Speaker Series Saturday August 20th at 
9:30 am. Join us each 3rd Saturday at the crossroads of 
faith and culture.  Saturday August 20th Peter Kreeft, 

philosopher and bestselling author will be the speaker. 
St. Apollinaris Catholic Church Hall 3700 Lassen St Napa 
Ca 94558.  Free of charge, all are welcome. Upcoming 
dates and speakers: September 17: Mark Brumley, 
October 15: Vinny Flynn, author of seven secrets of 
Divine Mercy.

September 24th
Marriage Conference   
“Together in Holiness” archdiocesan Catholic marriage 
conference, 9am-4pm, “Family as a Domestic Church,” 
presentations, Mass, eucharistic adoration, and 
reconciliation; Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone; 
former model Leah Darrow are among the speakers; 
$40/couple through Aug. 31 then $50/couple, 
$40/newlyweds, $30/individual, free child care, 
preregistration required; 
www.TogetherInHoliness.org; 
TH@forlifeandfamily.org.

October 8th
Diocesan Council Of Catholic Women 2016 
Celebration “Women Of The Year”   
St. Joseph Church, 150 saint joseph way, Cotati. 
Registration and hospitality: 9:30 a.m. Business 
meeting: 10:00-11:00am. Mass celebrated by Most 
Reverend Robert f. Vasa- 11:30am.
lunch to follow. Reservations due by September 21, 
2016 $20.00 per person - please mail to:  Connie Lynch 
Sorensen, 421 Zimpher Drive, Sebastopol, CA 95472 
(telephone: 707-823 7378) 
(checks payable to: srdccw).

October 8th
Prime Rib Dinner    
ICF #18 Chef Randy Apel. Menu includes Antipasto, 
Prime Rib, Salad, Italian Beans, Desert and Wine. 
Location: Scottish Rite 600 Acacia Ln. Santa Rosa. Tickets 
RSVP only. Call Doreen 707-525-0295. Fundraiser for 
Charities and Scholarships.

October 8 - 12
Year of Mercy Tour     
Knights of Columbus, and Italian Catholic Federation, 
Napa. 5 days, $1500. 4 or 5 star hotels, Airfare included 
from anywhere, all breakfasts and tour fees. Spiritual 
Director Bro. Paul McCarthy. Call 855-842-8001. 
www.proximotravel.com

October 13th
Joy Club     
If you’re a married couple in your 20s, 30s or 40s, join 
us for a marriage enrichment program at St. Eugene’s 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month, beginning on 
Sept. 8th, in the PLC, Faith Room, from 7-8:30pm.  Join 
other married couples for reflection on the Sunday 
readings, fellowship, discussion on practical issues like 
communication and finances, and prayer. For info, call 
Stephanie at 510-566-6641.

October 22nd
Sarah Hart Workshop      
Resurrection Parish of Santa Rosa will host a workshop 
conducted by Sarah Hart Saturday October 22nd at 
9:00am. Sarah Hart most recently released Til The 
Song Is Sung, her ninth album as a solo artist. That 
collection of songs, captured with Nashville producer 
Paul Moak, comes during a fruitful songwriting season 
for Hart. Amy Grant, Celtic Woman, Matt Maher, Audrey 

C A L E N D A R
Assad and The Newsboys are among those who’ve 
recorded her songs, and Grant’s recording of “Better 
Than a Hallelujah” earned Hart a Best Gospel Song 
Grammy nomination. She has also had several song 
placements in film and television, and her songs 
appear in hymnals all across the world. Resurrection 
Parish is located at 303 Stony Point Road. 
Phone: 707-544-7272

Ongoing Offerings

Catholic Cursillo Fellowship 
Gatherings of Catholics are held twice a month in 
Santa Rosa and Rohnert Park. Find the time, date 
and location that best suits your schedule. Wed., 9/7, 
6-8pm in St. Eugene’s Faith Room (PLC), or Sat., 9/17, 
2-4pm at St. Elizabeth Seton in Rohnert Park. For 
info, call Debbie at 707-763-7165 or 904-463-1070

Every Saturday
Morning of Prayer  
Morning of Prayer at St. Helena Catholic Church, 
St. Helena.  9:00-10:00, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament and individual confessions; daily Mass at 
10:00 followed by the Rosary.  All are invited to begin 
their weekend with some quiet time before our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament.  Come for all or part of the 
morning.

Oakville House of Prayer (Carmelite Monastery)
Morning Of Recollection every first Saturday of the 
month; Spiritual Talk 9-10am; Confessions 10-11am; 
Mass 11am.
Bible Study Tuesdays with Father Michael Buckley, 
O.C. D. 8:30, following the 8:00am Mass.
Confessions (English)
Monday, Wednesday, Friday; 10-12pm, 3-5pm, 
8-9pm
Confessions (Spanish)
Wednesday 10-12pm, 3-5pm, 8-9pm
20 Mount Carmel Drive, Oakville, CA (707) 944-2454  
www.oakvillecarmelites.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS
A Big “THANK YOU!” to all the partici-
pants, pilgrims, and supporters involved in 
the many summer activities throughout the 
diocese, state, and, yes, world! Here are some 
photos that tell the story:

September 17th 
NorCal Jam   

September 18th 
Global Day of Student Prayer    
More information go to: www.santarosacatho-
lic.org/youth_ministry

For more information about upcoming youth 
ministry events, or to help out, contact: 
DSRyouth@srdiocese.org or call (707) 566-3371.

World Youth 
Day 2016 
Reflection  

The Human Person - A Dignity Beyond Compare
An Introduction to St. John Paul II’s

Theology of the Body, Presented by Mr. John Galten
Sponsored by the Diocesan Department of Religious Education

A class which will examine the crisis of our age in the form of the dignity of the human person and its implications for 
an understanding of human love. With his gift to the Church of the Theology of the Body, St. John Paul deep-ened our 
understanding of the human person, bringing together the Church’s traditional view of the human person with new 
insights he had acquired in response to some of the problems we face in modern times. 

The texts for the course are: The Human Person – Dignity Beyond Compare by Sr. Terese Auer, O.P.,  
Man and Woman He Created Them, 2nd ed., by St. John Paul II.

•  The course is designed for teaching adults, but all are welcome.
•  The cost of the course is $75. The two required texts will be provided.
•  Classes are being held at two locations, Santa Rosa and Eureka.
•  This course can be used to satisfy some of the renewal requirements for Diocesan certificates.
•  Contact the Diocesan Department of Religious Education for an application.

To Apply Contact: Carmen Perez Aanenson, 
Department of Religious Studies - P.O. Box 1297, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

dre@srdiocese.org  /  (707) 566-3366  /  Fax (707 542-9702  /  www.santarosacatholic.org

CLASS SUMMARY
& SCHEDULE 

St. Bernard Catholic School
222 Dillison St, Eureka

Monday’s 6pm-9pm

Introduction and Course Overview September 26
An Overview of the Philosophy of the Human Person September 26
Man In the Beginning November 7
“Male and Female He Created Them” December 5
Man After the Fall February 6, 2017
Man After Redemption April 3, 2017
Living as Redeemed Man June 5, 2017
Conclusion June 5, 2017

by Fatima Jimenez, Religious Education and Youth 
Ministry Coordinator at St. Helena Catholic Church.  

A few weeks ago, as the Education Coordinator of 
our Parish, I had the opportunity to visit Rome and 
attend the 2016 World Youth Day in Poland. Although 
I could talk about all the beautiful sites I saw in Rome, 
the beauty of Vatican City, the wonders of the Basilica 
of St. Peter, or of the Sistine Chapel, I’d rather focus 
on the magic and beauty of the week spent in Poland 
experiencing World Youth Day. As my group arrived 
at the gym, which would be our home for the next 
week, we were welcomed by a group of about 30 
people chanting “USA, USA” as we walked in.

This group of people from Cook Island soon 
became family. We prayed, played and ate break-
fast together almost every day. Every day we would 
walk to the train station and meet groups from all 
over the world singing and praising God. Part of the 
beauty of being in a train where one could hardly 
move was that the Holy Spirit was present and youth 
from all over the world were forming friendships. 
The most memorable part of this trip was seeing our 
Holy Father drive by us no more than 15 feet away. It 
was an overwhelming feeling. The hugging, singing 
and dancing that followed this encounter will forever 
be remembered and cherished all in the name of our 
loving God. I was asked to describe World Youth 
Day and the best answer I could come up with was 
that it is any Youth Minister’s dream to see millions 
of young adults celebrating their faith with such joy 
and love. Yes, as Youth Ministers we want our high 
school youth to participate in their faith now.  But 
it is also our hope that once they leave our parishes’ 
youth groups, they will be young adults who are not 
only proud to share their faith and who will proudly 
proclaim, “I am Catholic”, but will also pass on their 
faith with the same, or even more, passion and joy 
than when it was once passed to them.

During this week I saw millions of people walking 
long distances, missing their trains all the while deal-
ing with aching bodies, and sleeping in a field all while 
praising God. I am proud to say this is my Church, 
this is our youth. World Youth Day was more than I 
could have ever imaged. Next up is Panama 2019. I 
will continue to pray that we will have a group from 
our Parish there. Blessings, Fatima. ❖

September 29: St. Michael, St. Gabriel, St. Raphael

Teens and Young Adults pilgrim trip to the University 
San Diego for the Steubenville Conference.

In the foothills of Camp 
Cazadero, middle-school 
youth celebrated their 
personal relationship with 
Christ at Camp 12.

Eureka Mission Trip: assisting 
at the Betty Chinn center, 
preparing and providing meals, 
sharing with the homeless.

At World Youth Day in Poland: Santa Rosa 
pilgrims sharing in fellowship in the square 
with new friends from around the world.

(left) Santa Rosa participants sharing time with 
Bishop Vasa who heard confessions during Eucharistic 
Adoration until midnight. (right) Upper classmen from 
around Northern California participate in Discipleship 
Training at Youth on a Mission.
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Adult Faith Formation & Certification 2016-2017

Adultos Formación de fe y Certificación 2016 - 2017

• Adult Formation $150.00/person for entire program, includes some books. (not interested in certification)
• Basic Catechist (BC) $150.00/person for entire program, includes some books.
• Master Catechist (MC) $175.00/person for entire program, includes some books. (In-depth study, advance seminar & 

teaching practicum. Prerequisite: Basic Catechist Certification)
• For those interested in dropping in $20 person/class, not including books.
• There will be various books available to purchase. The Class fee does not include all books.
• Those who wish to attend and are not interested in receiving a California Certificate are welcome, but must register.
• Class can be used as credit towards Catechist Recertification.
• Complete an Application to begin the Adult formation or California Catechist Process or Register for class.

• Formación para adultos $150.00/por persona para toda la serie. Algunos libros están incluidos. No estoy interesado en la certificación.
• Catequista básico (BC) $150.00/por persona para toda la serie. Algunos libros están incluidos.
• Catequista Maestro (MC) $175.00/por persona para toda la serie. Algunos libros están incluidos. (Estudio en profundidad, seminario. 

avanzado y practica docente. Requisito: Certificado básico)
• Para aquellos interesados en ir a solamente una clase el costo es $20 por clase, no incluye los libros.
• Habrá varios libros disponibles para comprar. La tarifa de la clase no incluye el costo de estos libros.
• Aquellos que deseen asistir y no están interesados en recibir un certificado de catequista son bienvenidos, pero se debe registrar.
• Clase se puede utilizar para la recertificación del catequista.
• Llene una solicitud para iniciar el proceso de certificación de catequista o registrase para clase.

Sponsored by the Diocesan Department of Religious Education
To apply & for registrations, contact: Carmen Aanenson

dre@srdiocese.org  |  (707) 566-3366  |  www.santarosacatholic.org

Patrocinado por el Departamento de Educación Religiosa
Para mas información o para registrase, póngase en contacto con Carmen Perez Aanenson

dre@srdiocese.org  |  (707) 566-3366  |  www.santarosacatholic.org

9/16

9/16

SCHEDULE 

CNHS
Santa Rosa

10am-12pm/1-3pm (BC)
9am-12pm/1-3:30pm (MC)

Lunch 12pm

St. Bernard School
Eureka
Fridays

6:30pm-9:30pm
Saturdays

9am-3:30pm
Lunch 12pm

Our Lady
of Good Counsel

(MC Only)
9am-3:30pm

Orientation, Introduction, 
& Spirituality of Catechesis

September 24 September 23 August 6

The Creed & Christology/Ecclesiology, Mary & 
Saints

October 22 September 24 August 6

Liturgy & Sacraments of Initiation November 19 November 4 October 1

Sacraments of Healing & Services December 17 November 5 October 1

Principles & Methods January 28, 2017 December 2 January 7, 2017

History of Catechesis/Intro to Ecclesial Method February 25 December 3 January 7

Moral Life in Christ: Foundations March 25 February 3, 2017 March 18

Ten Commandments  & Conscience Formation April 22 or 29 February 4 March 18

Catholic Social Teaching May 27 March 31 May 20

Christian Prayer June 24 April 1 May 20

Observation/Practicum July 22 TBA TBA

PROGRAMA 

CNHS
Santa Rosa

10am-12pm/1-3pm (BC)
9am-12pm/1-3:30pm (MC)

Lunch 12pm

St. Bernard School
Eureka
Fridays

6:30pm-9:30pm
Saturdays

9am-3:30pm
Lunch 12pm

Our Lady
of Good Counsel

(MC Only)
9am-3:30pm

Orientación, Introducción y Espiritualidad de la 
catequesis

sep. 24 sep. 23 aug. 6

El Credo y Cristología/Eclesiología, Virgen María y 
los Santos

oct. 22 sep. 24 aug. 6

Liturgia y Sacramentos de Iniciación nov. 19 nov. 4 oct. 1

Sacramentos de Sanación y Servicio dic. 17 nov. 5 oct. 1

Principales & Metodología enero 28, 2017 dic. 2 enero 7, 2017

Historia de la catequesis y Introducción a la 
Eclesiología

feb. 25 dic. 3 enero 7

La vida moral en Cristo: formación marzo 25 feb. 3, 2017 marzo 18

Los Diez Mandamientos y Formación de la 
Consciencia

abril 22 or 29 feb. 4 marzo 18

La doctrina social católica mayo 27 marzo 31 mayo 20

La oración cristiana junio 24 abril 1 mayo 20

Observaciones julio 22 TBA TBA

(Back to School, cont. from page 21)
general education to youth who intended to enter the 
monastic or clerical life and to youth who were pre-
paring for public life.  They lived at home.  Young chil-
dren of six or seven years of age were taught the basics. 
The majority, especially potential monks and nuns, 
were taught to read Latin, writing, chant, arithmetic, 
and learning how to read time on the sundial. The 
main text was the Psalter.  From the eighth century 
onward, students were taught the seven liberal arts, 
the trivium, grammar, logic, and rhetoric, and the 
quadrivium, arithmetic, astronomy, geometry, and 
music.  The ideal monastery of the Benedictine Order 
was that of Saint Gall in present-day Switzerland 
where the town flourished around the monastery.

In our century, Catholic education continues to 
flourish across the world in developed and in devel-
oping countries.

Conclusion: Catholic Education in the United States
The Encyclopedia of Catholicism asserts that 
“throughout history, there is likely no more compel-
ling instance of Catholic commitment to education 
than the school system created by the U.S. Catholic 
community.  The story of American Catholicism goes 
back to the very first Catholic settlers in the New 
World.” 

Despite the various declarations of freedom in 
early American history, anti-Catholicism prevailed 
through groups such as the Know-Nothing Society of 
the 1850s.  They existed to eradicate Popery, Jesuit-
ism, and Catholicism.  

Between 1840 and 1900, at least sixty European 
religious orders of women and men were teaching in 
this country’s parochial schools. 

Conclusion
Finally, the philosophy of Catholic education inte-
grates several aspects of the faith into the curriculum 
but always in age-appropriate ways: Biblical tradi-
tion, Early Christian Church plus heresies and the 
results,  Spirituality and prayer, Liturgy, Doctrine, 
Ecumenism: a study of the world religions and the 
Third World.

Today, apologetics is needed more than ever to 
defend the Church against old and new approaches to 
anti-Catholicism.  Our students should be taught the 
art and skill of civil debate—to learn the principles, 
internalize them, anticipate opposing views, and then 
defend the principles. ❖

(This précis of the philosophy of Catholic education has 
been presented in its ideal conception and not necessar-
ily as it exists with the integrity described.)

September 14: Triumph of the Cross


