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My Dear People of  
the Diocese of Santa Rosa: 

 Prior to being elected to the Office 
of Saint Peter, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
made it clear that one of the great dangers 
facing the Church was what he termed 
“the dictatorship of relativism”. He used 
this phrase in contradistinction to the other 
types of worldly dictatorships which have 
attempted to destroy the Church over the 
centuries. Perhaps, before I continue, a brief 
statement about the meaning of relativism 
would be in order. Relativism comes in many 
shapes and sizes. At its core it is a mindset 
which judges the truth or reality of a thought 
or event or thing on subjective feelings, 
attitudes or personal values. Those inclined 
to relativism attempt to ignore the fact that 
there is such a thing as objective truth and 
objective reality. In fact, they often despise 
and disparage the very concept of truth. I 
suspect you have heard the refrain, “Well, 
that may be true for you, but it certainly 
is not true for me!” This indicates a great 
confusion about the meaning of the very 
word truth or reality itself. 

 I can recall as a child being told by 
my very well-intentioned parents that liver 
was good. That claim was not consistent 
with my personal experience. Looking at the 

claim that liver was good, I later realized 
that the claim should have been phrased 
by my parents that, they “liked liver”. This 
is a clear, subjective, personal statement. It 
is not a universal claim of objective truth. I 
am, at the same time, perfectly free, while 
preserving the philosophical reality of truth, 
to make a statement about my personal 
preference, “I do or do not like liver.” It 
is, however, important to note that there 
are certain objective things which can 
be said about liver. It provides a certain, 
quantifiable level of nutrients, vitamins, 
minerals and the like and so one could make 
an objective (not subjective) statement, 
if liver does in fact provide some of these 
things, that, in moderation, it is good for you. 
This is something which is true or not true 
regardless of whether I happen to like liver or 
not. How we use language is important.

 Philosophers over the centuries 
have grappled with questions regarding 
reality and the perception of reality such 
as, ‘What is real?’ or ‘What is not real?’ 
In our seriously misspoken and relativistic 
age we have otherwise good and faithful 
Catholics making subjective statements, that 
is, statements which they hold as personal 
opinions, but they make them in absolute 
ways. Thus, we hear, “The Church is wrong 
in her teaching about the sinfulness of 

contraception.” The speaker is making a 
definitive declaration but doing so does not 
establish a fact. In truth, what the person 
means is that they do not accept, understand 
or intend to follow the clear teaching of the 
Church in the matter of contraception. 

 The issue of relativism is also 
most pertinent today in the arena of 
gender identity. When I was a child, biology 
mattered. We knew with great clarity and 
consistent with science who was male and 
who was female. Over time the concept of 
masculinity or femininity began to replace 
the clear, scientific, biological realities. Thus, 
men could be more feminine and women 
could be more masculine but even with 
this, it remained clear that the underlying 
biology was still accepted. Now, civil law 
seems to hold that there is no biological 
substratum upon which gender identity is 
intended to be based. This identity is seen 
now as completely disconnected from the 
biological reality, or true science. We even 
hear phrases such as, “gender assigned at 
birth”. This clearly implies that the genetic, 
biological reality no longer matters. It 
used to be clear that a person with XX 
chromosomes was female and a person with 
XY chromosomes was male. In our present 
day, it is impossible to know what ‘gender’ 
a particular person may have chosen. I know 

FROM the BISHOP

Dictatorship of Relativism
PART I 

Cont. Pg. 3
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some will object to my use of the word ‘chosen’ at the 
end of the last sentence since even the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church acknowledges that many experience 
their sexual attractions as ‘given’ rather than chosen. 
Yet, there is a matter of choice involved when one makes 
the determination to follow their attractions rather than 
accept and affirm that which has been biologically given.

 Moral relativism also stands at the center of 
the controversies involving life issues. The child growing 
in the womb of his or her mother is either a human being 
or not a human being. This is not a matter of opinion 
or conjecture. The child is either one or the other. While 
we cannot definitively identify the presence of a human 
soul in any living human being, we can clearly and 
scientifically identify a living human being. This being 
would be of human origin, possess human DNA and have 
a growth pattern leading to a fully developed human 
being. Legally, decisions have been made to ‘grant’ or 
recognize certain ‘rights’ of this growing human being 
but the granting is neither consistent nor logical. Laws 
prohibiting violence against women often include the 
possibility of charges of murder or manslaughter if an 
unborn child ‘dies’ as a result of the violence. It would 
appear that the law in this case recognizes the humanity 
(and personhood) of the developing human being. 

 However, any woman is free to choose to 
terminate her pregnancy and this is identified as a ‘right’. 
If an unborn child ‘dies’ as a result of violence to the 
woman then the child is deemed to be human but if the 
mother chooses to end this same life somehow the same 
child is deemed not to be human or at least not eligible 
for legal protection. This approach voids the concept of 
scientific truth, namely that the child is either human or 
not based on some objective criteria. Some states have 
opted to take a consistent approach, namely, allowing 
abortion and not allowing charges of murder in the case 
of the death of a pre-born child. While such an approach 
is abominable, at least it is consistent. It is abominable, 
however, because it disregards what every pregnant 
woman knows: The child she is carrying is a living human 
being. Such an approach also disregards ‘science’ which 
can clearly identify the child as a living human being. In 
a materialistic world, a world which does not allow for 
the existence of an immortal soul, the only measure of 
humanity is the external, scientific data. That data is not a 
matter of subjective opinion but rather of biological fact.

Pray for me as I promise to pray for you. -

Bishop Robert F. Vasa
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Around the  
DIOCESE

With Fr. Moses Brown

2 August 2021 

Memo regarding 
Adam Kotas

On 28 July 2021, the Diocese of Santa Rosa learned that Adam 
Kotas posted a video on his blog. In the video, he states that he has 
joined the “Polish National Catholic Church” and been incardinated 
with them. He has previously stated that he was leaving the 
“Church of the Roman Jurisdiction.” The Roman Catholic Church 
is not in communion with the Polish National Catholic Church 
which was founded in the late 19th Century in the United States of 
America. The USCCB is in dialogue with the Polish National Catholic 
Church, but communion has not
been re-established.

We understand that there is a great deal of confusion and concern 
at this time. We do not know why Adam Kotas has chosen to leave 
the Catholic Church. He stated in a video posted on his blog that 
he desires to start a new “parish” of the Polish National Catholic 
Church in the Diocese of Las Vegas. Starting such a parish will 
cause confusion for the People of God as it makes it appear that 
there is a “new Catholic Church” they can attend. This action is 
not approved by ecclesiastical authorities. It will have no ecclesial 
standing within the Catholic
Church.

Given this situation, Adam Kotas is prohibited from performing 
any sacraments or any other ministry in the name of the Catholic 
Church. The People of God should not approach him for any 
religious ceremony.
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This quote from the 
Colorado Catholic Conference 
indicates that some Bishops and 
their conferences are beginning 
to engage in the debate over 
vaccine mandates. The reason 
the Church would become part 
of this conversation is because 
it pertains to the essence of our 
very existence; the truth that 
we are created in the image 
and likeness of God, and as 
such deserve to be treated with 
dignity. 

If we have evidence 
of truth, we have the ability 
to make a decision with a 
conscience informed by truth. 
While we still have this freedom, 
each person’s choice should be 

respected no matter how they 
came to that choice. I should 
respect your choice, and you 
should respect mine.

We would hope that 
people have the ability to 
access all the information in 
order to make a well-informed 
decision regarding something as 
significant as being injected with 
an ‘mRNA therapy’.

The Colorado Catholic 
Conference also stated: 
“we understand that some 
individuals have well-founded 
convictions that lead them to 
discern they should not get 
vaccinated.” And if they chose 
not to get vaccinated, based on 
their well-founded convictions, 
they should have the ability to 
make that choice of conscience 
freely. 

They should also be able 
to object to any mandated 

vaccination from their employer, 
or any government. Of course, 
everyone should do their 
very best to avoid the types 
of behaviors that lead to the 
spread of any flu, or common 
cold. This type of safety behavior 
has been accomplished with 
expert style by all of our parishes 
in the last few months of open 
worship.

We are not talking about 
the vaccine here; we are talking 
about the freedom to choose 
according to our conscience 
without pressure or coercion. 

Why is this an issue? 
Because of the inherent dignity 
of each and every human being, 
and each person’s right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. Regardless of your 
opinion, your body is created by 
God, and infused with the spirit 
of God, creating a unique soul, 

unrepeatable in all of time. This 
is a truth upheld by our Church 
teaching over millennia.

The truth of my right to 
free will based on my well-
informed conscience is a truth 
cannot be changed by someone 
saying, “well that may be 
true to you, but not to me”. 
On the contrary, like Bishop 
Vasa describes in his column 
this issue, truth is objective 
and immovable despite our 
individual opinions of it.

Let us pray for all those 
who have gone before us. 

Let us remember that we 
will pass, as they have, one day.

May we live each day with 
the dignity worthy of our having 
been created in the image of 
God.

By Chris Lyford
Editor, North Coast Catholic

Freedom and Conscience

“Human rights violations and a loss of respect for each person’s 
God-given dignity often begin with government mandates that 

fail to respect the freedom of conscience.”

NCC_Sept2021V2.indd   5 8/24/21   7:27 PM



5  NORTH COAST CATHOLIC / September 2021 / www.srdiocese.org  

Greetings Family;

Our summer garden is really growing 
and we have a bumper crop of tomatoes, 
zucchini, mini-pumpkins, and cucumbers 
for pickling this year.  Our grandkids say 
the pickles are the best!  Not so much the 
zucchini though.  Spring for us is all about 
planting seeds, summer for nurturing the 
plants in their growth, and fall is the time 
of harvest.  In our family life ministry, we 
do our best to plant seeds too: new ideas, 
new programs, new ways of reaching out to 
you to nurture and harvest the blessings of 
strong faith-filled and loving marriages and 
families.

Witness to Love is one component 
of the Diocese of Santa Rosa’s marriage 
preparation process.  It pairs an engaged 
couple with a married couple from their 
parish whose marriage they admire.  Then 
they share in different activities together to 
build friendship and experience the virtuous 
qualities of marriage.  

Well, the founders of Witness to 
Love have developed a new program for 
married couples called Be Light, a marriage 
enrichment program.  It is a structured 
“date night” program where some married 
couples (via video) share a short story 
about the joys and trials in their marriages 
and then there are questions to discuss in 

small groups.  It is an opportunity to meet 
with and get to know other couples and 
families in your parish with the goal of 
enriching your own marriage.  There are 
other activities to do as well as the video 
sessions.  

Ryan and Mary Rose Verret, the 
founders of both Witness to Love and 
Be Light, were out from their home in 
Louisiana to attend the Napa Institute in 
July and we were excited to have them 
present a sample “date night” for us on a 
beautiful Sunday afternoon at the lovely 
Roche Winery in Sonoma.  In attendance 
were various invited couples (engaged, 
recently married, and “been married for a 
while”).  We met some wonderful couples 
(and their children) as we shared an 
afternoon of food and fun and delicious 
wine.  

The purpose of our Be Light date 
night event was to give us the opportunity 
to see what the program is all about 
(plant the seeds), experience what makes 
it work (how to nurture it), and witness 
the resulting benefits (the harvest!).  Ryan 
and Mary Rose were most encouraging in 
their presentation, as they have seen the 
need and benefits for married couples to 
gather and spend quality time together 
in nurturing their marriage relationships.  
As they told us, “The purpose is to draw 

married couples closer together in Christ 
and to be witnesses to the mission of 
marriage.”

We are interested in making the 
Be Light marriage enrichment program 
available to the married couples within 
the Diocese of Santa Rosa and we plan to 
start one in our own home parish. If you 
are interested in being involved with and 
starting a Be Light program in your parish, 
let us know and we will help you.  For more 
information go to:  www.witnesstolove.org 
and click on the Be Light headings.  The Be 
Light program is also available in Spanish 
(Sean la Luz).

Join us in “lighting up” your parish 
by being a witness to marriage and “Be the 
Light!”

Pax Christi,
Carlin and  
Deacon Dave Gould
Co-Directors of the Marriage  
& Family Life Office

Enrich  
Your Marriage!

Illustration By ©Arthur Waligora
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 Students and staff at Union Catholic 
Regional High School in Scotch Plains, New 
Jersey cheered on Tuesday night as alumna 
sprinter Sydney McLaughlin broke her own 
world record at the Tokyo Olympics en 
route to a gold medal.

“The energy that filled the room 
when she crossed the finish line was 
electric,” the school’s English teacher 
Kathleen Sagendorf told CNA on 
Wednesday. “It just made you so proud to 
be a part of the UC community and to be 
an American.”

McLaughlin graduated Union Catholic 
in 2017, and her three siblings have also 
attended the school.

Members of the public joined the 
school community on Tuesday at a watch 
party for McLaughlin at a local tavern. 
They formed a crowd almost 1,000 strong, 
ecstatically screaming during the live 
broadcast of McLaughlin winning gold in 
the 400-meter hurdle race. 

“It was a great big mix of students, 
alums, faculty, staff, parents of students, 
and members of the community,” Jim 
Lambert, the school’s information director, 
told CNA. 

McLaughlin, 21, of Dunellen, New 
Jersey, competed in the 2016 Olympic 
games in Rio de Janeiro while still in high 
school. She set the world record twice in 
her Tokyo performances: once during the 
Olympic trials, and again in her Aug. 3 gold 
medal run, with a time of 51.46 seconds.

McLaughlin is not Catholic, but 

has been outspoken on her social media 
account about her faith in Jesus Christ. 
After her first time breaking the world 
record on June 28, McLaughlin posted 
an instagram photo of herself with the 
caption, “The face of a woman who is in 
awe of God.”

“The goal of my life is to glorify [God] 
in everything that I do, and to be more like 
him every single day when I wake up,” 
McLaughin said in an Instagram video she 
posted online earlier this year. 

Sagendorf, who taught Sydney 
while she was a freshman and sophomore 
at the school, said McLaughlin was a 
great student and attested to her mental 
strength. “I always knew if it was the day 
before a big race in school because you 
could see she was mentally preparing,” she 
said. 

McLaughlin’s Humanities teacher, Tim 
Breza, told CNA that watching his former 
student run for gold in the Olympics was 
“surreal.”

“I can remember doing something 
very similar for her in our gym when she 
was in Rio and even though she did not 
reach the final I think everyone knew this 
was only the beginning,” he said. “Fast 
forward to 2021, a much different world, 
but the same talented Syd fulfilled that 
Golden dream!”

Breza said that whether McLaughlin 
is wearing the jersey of her country or her 
school, she always represents herself, her 
family, her friends, and God with grace. 

Lambert, previously a track and field 
reporter for the Star-Ledger newspaper 
in New Jersey, told CNA that he covered 
McLaughlin’s track career. 

“I’ve known Sydney and her family 
for 10 years and have covered her track 
and field career since she was 13, so to 
watch her reach the pinnacle of her sport 
by winning the Olympic gold in electrifying, 
heart-pounding, and world record fashion 
was extremely exciting and gratifying,” he 
told CNA.

Lambert told CNA that watching 
McLaughlin win gold was the “greatest 
moment” of his professional career, “and a 
moment she has seemed destined for since 
she was a young prodigy.”

Sister Percylee Hart RSM, the school’s 
principal, told CNA in an Aug. 2 interview 
that humility is one of McLaughlin’s most 
outstanding qualities. Even after she burst 
onto the international track and field scene, 
Hart said, she wanted to be treated like an 
ordinary student, not an Olympian. 

McLaughlin and her family are 
not Catholic, yet they chose Union 
Catholic based on its mission “which was 
compatible with their mission as a family,” 
Hart explained. McLaughlin graduated 
in 2017 and her three siblings have also 
attended the school.

Hart said that McLaughlin is 
spreading “the good news of salvation” by 
being so open about her faith.

Sydney Mclaughlin 
Wins Gold and Her 

Catholic High School 
Goes Wild
Washington D.C., Aug 4 (CNA)
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18½

By Julie Sparacio

As many of you know, I am retiring on 
September 1st.  As I sat down to write 
this article, my last, I reflected back 
on the last 18 ½ years and I marvel 
at what we have accomplished!! This 
job was supposed to be temporary, 10 
hours a week, boy did God have other 
plans!

When I started, in April, 2003, the 
Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People had been in place 
for 9 months.  Our diocese was still 
desperately trying to recover from the 
financial fiasco left by the previous 
Bishop and there was not much 
available to establish a new ministry 
office.  The people had already lived 
through the arrest and conviction of 
Gary Timmons, stories about Vince 
O’Neill and John Rogers and the 
arrest of Don Kimball, all during the 
90’s.  By the time the Boston Globe 
broke their Spotlight story in January 
2002, the sexual abuse of minors by 
clergy was old news for Santa Rosa.  
Programs had already been put in place 
and all clergy had begun to undergo 
background checks.  I had only moved 
to this area in August of 2002, so the 

learning curve was steep.  I had never 
heard of any of those priests, and had 
barely paid attention to the Boston 
Globe story.  Those first months, my 
head was spinning and my heart was 
aching.  That summer I attended my 
first national conference at a seminary 
outside of Chicago.  The property was 
beautiful, but the heart of the people in 
attendance was more so.  Strong, faith 
filled people who were dedicated to 
bringing healing to individuals who had 
been harmed, and to the Church.  In 
those early years, people didn’t last.  I 
remember one individual telling me she 
was quitting and saying “I just want to 
go back to being a person in the pew.  
I don’t want to know all of this stuff.”  
That was one of the hardest parts of 
this job – learning of the pure evil 
perpetrated on the young, by men who 
had been called by God to serve Him 
and His people.  All these years later, it 
still has the power to gut me.

As I have walked this journey with 
survivors of clergy sexual abuse, I have 
been stunned, and impressed at the 
courage these individuals have shown.  
For some of them, it was a struggle 
to get the words out, as I asked them 
to tell me about what had happened 
to them.  That struggle was physically 
manifested in the clenching of their fists, 
the tightness in their neck, in the eyes 
that looked everywhere and then filled.  
It has been humbling to sit with them, 
to talk, to console, to cry with them.  It 
has been a privilege to be a vessel that 
the Holy Spirit used to provide a balm 
for their suffering.  

Years; A Look Back
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When I read the Charter, I quickly realized 
that we needed to implement a background 
check program for more than clergy.  I had 
come from a public-school background, so 
that meant fingerprinting.  In those days, 
we were still using ink and paper!!  Many 
people were resistant, not understanding 
why the problems of some priests were now 
the responsibility of the laity.  Those first 
years were tough – I would get accosted in 
the grocery store, on the soccer field, from 
people who were insulted, who interpreted 
this new requirement as a message of 
distrust for those who had worked so hard 
for the Church for so long. It took a lot of 
conversations and training for people to 
understand that we were making this a 
requirement across the board so that we 
could prevent access from those that had 
evil in mind.  In the last 18 ½ years, we have 
stopped registered sex offenders, rapists, 
domestic violence offenders, drug dealers 
and more from accessing our children.  The 
background check for everyone who has 
contact with children was and is a very good 
thing!

There were a lot of companies who were 
trying to capitalize on the needs of the 
Church by quickly coming up with training 
programs to satisfy the requirements of the 
Charter.  Again, the diocese had no money, 
so we created our own.  I travelled the 
diocese, presenting information on child 
abuse, pedophilia, mandated reporting and 
more.  It was a wonderful opportunity for 
me to see more of the area and get to know 
people.  I also learned to never take the 
Hopland Grade or the Oakville Grade – ever 
again!!!  If you have driven those crazy, 
narrow, twisty roads – you know exactly 
what I’m talking about! After the first year, 
the auditors pointed out that we needed 
a training program for children.  Again, no 
money, so I brought together some brilliant 
people from around the diocese and we 
sat down and wrote a curriculum.  We had 

to write it quickly, because it had to be 
implemented quickly in order to be compliant 
with the upcoming audit.  The curriculum was 
well done and I shared it with other dioceses.  
The Archdiocese of Omaha, using something 
very similar to ours at their base, created a 
wonderful curriculum that had the added 
Catholic elements that ours was missing.  It 
was an easy switch and now Circle of Grace 
is taught every year, to every grade.  

I have had the privilege of working for two 
wonderful Bishops, both of whom have 
supported the work of this office, supported 
me, and supported victim/survivors.  Both 
made themselves available to victim/survivors 
whenever they asked and every time, the 
individual left feeling heard, feeling respected 
and at peace.  What a blessing those 
meetings were to them, and to me!  Both 
Bishops also made themselves fully available 
to me – a necessary thing in this job.  Many 
of my counterparts across the country never 
even talk to their Bishops! I can’t imagine 
doing this job without full access!  I have 
to say that I especially appreciate Bishop 
Vasa, for allowing me to tease, to argue, 
to poke fun at him, and to unknowingly be 
disrespectful of the office.  (I think he had 
been here 3-4 years before I found out I 
was supposed to stand when he came in my 
office! OOPS!) 

I have also been so blessed to know and 
work with many wonderful priests.  I can’t 
imagine being a priest during those early 
years of the scandal – having to endure the 
ugly looks and comments, while at the same 
time, grieving the wickedness of one of their 
brother priests.  My heart still hurts for them, 
whenever I think of it.  These are the good 
ones I am talking about – make no mistake.  
The ones who perpetrated such evil deserve 
more than we can ever give them – thank 
goodness I am not their judge! Working with 
the wonderful priests of the Diocese of Santa 
Rosa has been such a gift.  I have learned so 
much from them, about my faith, about the 
priesthood, about the difficulties and joys of 
that life.  It hasn’t always been easy – I have 
bumped heads with many – but, even if our 
perspective was different, our goal was the 
same – the healing of our Church. One priest 
in particular, Msgr. Daniel Whelton, was an 
absolute blessing, especially when I started.  
I went to him often, to get information on 

various accused priests, where/when they 
were assigned, etc.  He was an absolute 
storehouse of information.  More importantly, 
he listened when I told him stories I had 
heard, he ministered to me when it was too 
much, and basically kept me sane.  He also 
gave me hope – every time I heard an ugly 
story about something one of the accused 
priests had done, his very way of being 
reminded me that most of the priests were 
good men, answering their call.  

I have been amazed, and I really shouldn’t 
have been, at the many, many good people 
who make up our diocese.  So many good, 
kind, dedicated individuals who toil quietly 
and faithfully for the good of the Church.  The 
Safe Environment Coordinators are made up 
of these kinds of people.  At every location, 
one of these individuals is working hard to 
make sure their location is compliant with 
diocesan polices, and is safe for the children 
in our care.  Our victims and their families are 
reassured to know that we, the Church, have 
changed and the things that went on before 
– aren’t happening now.  That healing is 
thanks to the work of the Safe Environment 
Coordinators.  Our diocese has so many 
reasons to be grateful to these people!!!

For several years in this work, I wanted to 
go back to working in the schools.  I missed 
working with students and thought that 
was where I belonged.  Finally, at a retreat, 
I surrendered.  I told God I would continue 
this work “for as long as He wanted me, for 
as long as He needed me.”  It’s time.  It has 
been an honor, a privilege and a source of 
amazing grace to be a part of this ministry.  
How blessed am I!
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In response to questions from Catholics 
about COVID-19 vaccine mandates being 
imposed by employers or other authorities, 
the bishops of South Dakota said this 
week that Catholics whose well-formed 
consciences tell them not to receive a vaccine 
should be free to seek a religious exemption 
from any vaccine mandate. 
The bishops called the decision to accept or 
reject a vaccine “intimate and personal.”
“[A] Catholic may, after consideration of 
relevant information and moral principles, 
discern it to be right or wrong to receive one 
of the available Covid-19 vaccines,” Bishops 
Donald DeGrood of Sioux Falls and Peter 
Muhich of Rapid City said in a statement 
Aug. 10. 

“If he or she thus comes to the sure 
conviction in conscience that they should 
not receive it, we believe this is a sincere 
religious belief, as they are bound before God 
to follow their conscience. We support any 
Catholic who has come to this conviction 

in seeking religious exemption from any 
Covid-19 requirement.”
The novel coronavirus has killed nearly 
630,000 people and hospitalized many 
more in the U.S. While the arrival of vaccines 
has significantly reduced the spread of the 
disease, concerns remain that failures to 
vaccinate the public and the arrival of new 
viral variants could still cause significant 
harm.

Before and as COVID-19 vaccines 
began to roll out, some Catholics raised 
concerns about the drugs’ remote connection 
to aborted fetal tissue. Those produced by 
Pfizer and Moderna were tested on cell lines 
derived from elective abortions decades 
ago, while the vaccine created by Johnson & 
Johnson was directly produced using the cell 
lines.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has since stated that all three 
vaccines approved for use in the United 
States are “morally acceptable” for use 

because of their remote connection with 
abortion, but if one has the ability to choose 
a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines 
should be chosen over Johnson & Johnson’s.
Although the three vaccines authorized 
for use in the United States currently have 
only an emergency use authorization from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the 
administration reportedly might issue full 
approval of Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine within 
weeks.

The South Dakota bishops stressed that 
“we are bound to follow our consciences if 
we are certain of them,” and that “we have 
a duty to form our consciences in accord 
with right reason and the good willed by the 
wisdom of God.”

The bishops described the vaccines 
as “in some way dependent upon cell 
lines derived from abortion” and said that 
even amid a “proportionally grave need,” 
an absence of alternatives, and a Catholic 
stating their objections, “a well-formed 

South Dakota Bishops Support 
Conscientious, Religious Exemptions  

from Covid Vaccine Mandates 
Sioux Falls, S.D., Aug 11 (CNA) 

Illustration By ©Arthur Waligora
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conscience might decline such interventions 
in order to affirm with clarity the value of 
human life.”

They pointed to a letter they penned 
in December 2020 which described 
accepting a COVID vaccine as an “act of 
solidarity and charity” and “arguably a work 
of mercy,” while at the same time not being 
a “moral obligation.”
“We have the right to freely follow our 
conscience. We must not be forced to 
act contrary to our conscience, i.e., to be 
compelled to do something we believe 
to be wrong. Nor must we be prevented 
from acting according to our consciences, 
especially in religious matters, provided that 
just public order be respected,” the bishops 
wrote in their August note. 

In a television interview in January, 
Pope Francis said, “I believe that, ethically, 
everyone has to get the vaccine.”
In a December 2020 note, the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith stated that 
although vaccines with a remote connection 
to abortion are “morally acceptable,” it also 
stated that “vaccination is not, as a rule, a 
moral obligation” and “therefore, it must be 
voluntary.” 

The congregation acknowledged 
“reasons of conscience” for those refusing a 
vaccine, while at the same time noting: “In 
the absence of other means to stop or even 
prevent the epidemic, the common good 
may recommend vaccination, especially to 
protect the weakest and most exposed.” 
Those refusing COVID-19 vaccines 
“for reasons of conscience” must 
take appropriate precautions to avoid 
transmitting the virus, the Vatican said. 

Some employers, including the 
Catholic health care network Ascension, 
have already begun mandating that 
employees receive COVID-19 vaccines. 

In California, teachers must have 
proof of vaccination or face regular testing, 
the governor announced Wednesday. New 
York City last week announced it will require 
proof of COVID-19 vaccination for workers 
and patrons of some businesses, such as 
gyms, restaurants, and theaters.

The Catholic bishops in Colorado have 
emphasized the need to respect those with 
conscientious objections to the COVID-19 
vaccines and have provided a template 

letter for any Catholics with objections to 
mandatory vaccination. They also welcomed 
the City of Denver’s vaccination mandate for 
including a religious exemption.
The New York archdiocese, meanwhile, has 
warned priests against granting religious 
vaccine exemptions for Catholics.
“There is no basis for a priest to issue a 
religious exemption to the vaccine,” stated 
a July 30 memo from the archdiocese’s 
chancellor, John P. Cahill, to all pastors, 
administrators, and parochial vicars in the 
archdiocese. The memo was issued several 
days before the city announced its vaccine 
mandate.

While recognizing the “discretion” 
of individuals to either receive or decline a 
COVID-19 vaccine, the archdiocese’s memo 
said that priests “should not be active 
participants to such actions” by granting 
religious exemptions.

Several Catholic seminaries in the 
northeastern US are requiring COVID-19 
vaccination for their seminarians before the 
coming semester begins. 
As of June, about 80% of Catholics say they 
have gotten a COVID-19 vaccination or 
will do so as soon as possible, according to 
a survey conducted by the Public Religion 
Research Institute and released July 27. The 
Catholic acceptance rate was somewhat 
higher than the general population, about 
71% of whom accept the vaccine.
The Catholic Health Association, the 
national leadership organization for Catholic 
health care, on July 27 strongly encouraged 
all health care personnel to get a COVID-19 
vaccination. It voiced support for mandatory 
vaccination policies at hospital and 
health systems, “with the appropriate 
accommodations for medical or religious 
reasons.”

In its July 2 statement on vaccine 
mandates, the National Catholic Bioethics 
Center cautioned against mandates, 
especially when the COVID vaccines 
have yet to be fully approved by the FDA. 
The center said “it would be a radical 
departure from past practice to impose a 
mandate involving an unapproved vaccine 
available only under an Emergency Use 
Authorization.”
 

Pope Francis Urges 
Solidarity with Haiti 

After Devastating
Earthquake 
Vatican City, Aug 15 (CNA)

Pope Francis has called for international 
solidarity to alleviate suffering in Haiti 
following a major earthquake that killed at 
least 304 people.

“In recent hours a strong earthquake 
has occurred in Haiti, causing numerous 
deaths, injuries and extensive material 
damage. I wish to express my closeness to 
those dear people who have been hard hit by 
the earthquake,” Pope Francis said Aug. 15.

“As I raise my prayers to the 
Lord for the victims, I address a word of 
encouragement to the survivors, desiring that 
the international community will take a shared 
interest in them. May the solidarity of all 
alleviate the consequences of the tragedy.”

The pope prayed for the people of 
Haiti from the window overlooking St. Peter’s 
Square at the end of his Sunday Angelus 
prayer. He asked the crowd gathered below 
to offer a Hail Mary together to Our Lady of 
Haiti.

The 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck 
Haiti about 90 miles west of the capital Port-
au-Prince on the morning of Aug. 14. It was 
stronger than the 2010 earthquake from 
which the island is still recovering.

More than 1,800 people were injured 
by the earthquake and even more remain 
unaccounted for, according to Haiti’s civil 
authorities. 

Hundreds of homes and seven churches 
were also destroyed. Among the victims was a 
Catholic priest, according to ACI Prensa, CNA’s 
Spanish language news agency.

Cont. Pg. 19
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 The games of the 32nd Olympiad closed 
on Sunday, bringing an end to more than 
two weeks of competitions featuring the 
world’s most talented athletes with a global 
audience. 

Some competitors, however, made it clear 
that they were playing not only for national 
pride and a piece of hardware, but also for a 
greater purpose. 

Here are some moments where athletes 
shared their faith on the world’s stage:
A Miraculous Medal for a miraculous victory
On the third day of the games, Filipina 
weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz won the first-ever 
Olympic gold medal for her country. Diaz, 
who competed in the women’s 55kg event, 
set an Olympic record with her clean and jerk 

of 127kg and a combined weight of 224kg. 
Her gold medal improved on her second-
place finish at the 2016 games in Rio. 
Images of Diaz’s visibly emotional face 
on her final lift went viral, and after she 
successfully completed the lift, she repeatedly 
said “Thank you, Lord” and clutched her 
Miraculous Medal necklace. 
After the Philippine national anthem was 
played at the medal ceremony, Diaz stepped 
down from the podium, made the Sign of the 
Cross, and shouted “Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!” 
(“Long live the Philippines!”)

Glorifying God in the pool
South African swimmer Tatjana Schoenmaker 
left Tokyo with a gold medal in the 
200-meter breaststroke and a surprise silver 
in the 100-meter breaststroke. Schoenmaker 

swam with a pair of cross-shaped earrings, 
and underneath her official Team South 
Africa-issued swim cap, Schoenmaker donned 
a white swim cap with the words “Soli Deo 
Gloria” (“Glory to God Alone”) written on 
it.  That swim cap was on display during 
the qualifying rounds in the 100-meter 
breaststroke, as her country’s cap nearly fell 
off her head in both races. 

Sydney McLaughlin and Team USA run to 
glorify God
Sydney McLaughlin wrote on her Instagram 
following her first gold medal win that she 
prayed “my journey may be a clear depiction 
of submission and obedience to God.” 
“I have never seen God fail in my life. In 
anyone’s life for that matter. Just because 
I may not win every race, or receive every 
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Here are the top faith-filled moments  
from the Olympics

Washington D.C., Aug 10 (CNA) 
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Photos: Faith, faith2, jesus makes all things new, God is my 
hope, prayer, mirac medal

one of my heart’s desires, does not mean God had 
failed. His will is PERFECT,” she said.  After winning 
her second gold medal - on her 22nd birthday - 
McLaughlin thanked God for another year of life, and 
wrote that she looks “forward to unveiling where 
it takes me as you continue to establish my steps.” 
McLaughlin’s teammates are vocal about their faiths 
as well.

Athing Mu, a 19-year-old breakout star of the games, 
posted that her year had been one of faith and 
perseverance.
“In the end, I chose to grasp onto God and allow Him 
to take complete control of my life. It allowed me to 
take a step back, learn how to trust Him entirely and 
HAVE FAITH,” she said.

Marileidy Paulino wears her faith on her feet
Marileidy Paulino, the Dominican Republic track star, is 
leaving Tokyo with two silver medals: one in the mixed 
4x400 relay, and another in the 400. She’s the first 
woman ever from the Dominican Republic to win an 
Olympic medal. 
After her second-place finish in the 400, Paulino told 
the Associated Press that she considered her medal a 
“miracle,” as she had only been running that distance 
for one year. 
On her spikes, Paulino wrote “Dios es mi esperanza,” 
Spanish for “God is my hope.”  

Wrestler goes viral for praising the Lord and her 
country
Female wrestlers are not household names 
in the United States, but Tamyra Mensah-
Stock’s interview after winning gold in the Women’s 
68kg freestyle competition went viral. “It’s by the grace 
of God I’m able to move my feet. I just leave it in His 
hands,” she said, adding that she prayed that all of her 
hard work would be worth it. 
“And every single time it does, and I get better and 
better,” she said. “I’m excited to see what I have next.” 

Jesus makes all things new
Nicola McDermott of Australia took the silver medal in 
women’s high jump competition, jumping a personal 
best 2.02 meters in the final. During each competition, 
McDermott not only wrote in her journal, but also 
wrote a devotional passage on her wrist. 
For the final, McDermott wrote “JESUS makes all 
things new,” with a cross drawn underneath. She told 
Australian media following her medal win that when 
she was a teenager, she was “always an outcast” 
before joining a church. “I got welcomed into a faith 
community that loved me. I remember encountering 
God’s love and it changed the way that I thought of 
myself as a misfit,” she said.
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en Español

Mi Querido Pueblo de la Diócesis de 
Santa Rosa:

Antes de ser elegido el Papa emérito 
Benedicto XVI, para el oficio de San Pedro, 
dejó en claro que uno de los grandes peligros 
a los que se enfrentaba la Iglesia era lo que 
denominó “la dictadura del relativismo”. Usó 
esta frase en contraposición a los otros tipos 
de dictaduras mundanas que han intentado 
destruir la Iglesia a lo largo de los siglos. Pero, 
antes de continuar, creo sería conveniente 
una breve declaración sobre el significado 
del relativismo. El relativismo se presenta en 
muchas formas y tamaños. En esencia, es 
una forma de pensar que juzga la verdad o la 
realidad de un pensamiento, evento o cosa, 
en base a sentimientos subjetivos, actitudes 
o valores personales. Aquellos inclinados al 
relativismo intentan ignorar el hecho de que 
existe una verdad y una realidad objetiva. De 
hecho, a menudo desprecian y menosprecian 
el concepto mismo de verdad. Sospecho que 
ha escuchado el refrán, “Bueno, eso puede 
ser cierto para usted, ¡pero ciertamente no 
es cierto para mí!” Esto indica una gran 
confusión sobre el significado de la palabra 
verdad o la realidad misma.

Recuerdo que cuando era niño, mis 
padres, con muy buena intención, me dijeron 
que el hígado era bueno. Esa afirmación 
no coincidía con mi experiencia personal. 
Al observar la afirmación de que el hígado 
era bueno, más tarde me di cuenta de que 
mis padres deberían haber formulado la 
afirmación refiriéndose a que “les gustaba 

el hígado”. Esta es una declaración personal 
clara, subjetiva. No es una afirmación universal 
de verdad objetiva. Soy, al mismo tiempo 
perfectamente libre, mientras preservo la 
realidad filosófica de la verdad, para hacer una 
declaración sobre mi preferencia personal: “me 
gusta o no me gusta el hígado”. Sin embargo, 
es importante señalar que hay ciertas cosas 
objetivas que se pueden decir sobre el hígado. 
Proporciona un cierto nivel cuantificable de 
nutrientes, vitaminas, minerales y similares, 
por lo que uno podría hacer una declaración 
objetiva (no subjetiva), si el hígado de hecho 
proporciona algunas de estas cosas, que con 
moderación es bueno para usted. Esto es algo 
que es cierto o no, independientemente de 
si me gusta el hígado o no. La forma en que 
usamos el lenguaje es importante.

Los filósofos a lo largo de los siglos 
se han enfrentado a preguntas sobre la 
realidad y la percepción de la realidad tales 
como: ¿Qué es real? o ¿Qué no es real? 
En nuestra era relativista y gravemente 
equivocada, tenemos católicos buenos y 
fieles que hacen declaraciones subjetivas, 
es decir, declaraciones que sostienen como 
opiniones personales, pero las hacen de 
manera absoluta. Por lo tanto, escuchamos: 
“La Iglesia está equivocada en su enseñanza 
sobre la pecaminosidad de la anticoncepción”. 
El hablante está haciendo una declaración 
definitiva, pero al hacerlo no establece un 
hecho. En verdad, lo que la persona quiere 
decir es que no acepta, comprende o pretende 
seguir la clara enseñanza de la Iglesia en 
materia de anticoncepción.

El tema del relativismo también es más 

pertinente hoy en el ámbito de la identidad 
de género. Cuando era niño, la biología 
importaba. Sabíamos con gran claridad y 
coherencia con la ciencia quién era hombre 
y quién era mujer. Con el tiempo, el concepto 
de masculinidad o feminidad comenzó a 
reemplazar las claras realidades científicas 
y biológicas. Por lo tanto, los hombres 
podrían ser más femeninos y las mujeres más 
masculinas, pero incluso con esto, quedó claro 
que la esencia biología todavía se aceptaba. 
Ahora bien, el derecho civil parece sostener 
que no existe un sustrato biológico en el que 
se pretenda basar la identidad de género. Esta 
identidad se ve ahora como completamente 
desconectada de la realidad biológica o 
ciencia verdadera. Incluso escuchamos frases 
como “el género asignado al nacer”. Esto 
implica claramente que la realidad genética y 
biológica ya no importa. Solía   estar claro que 
una persona con cromosomas XX era mujer y 
una persona con cromosomas XY era hombre. 
En la actualidad, es imposible saber qué 
“género” puede haber elegido una persona 
en particular. Sé que algunos objetarán mi 
uso de la palabra “elegido” al final de la 
última oración, ya que incluso el Catecismo 
de la Iglesia Católica reconoce que muchos 
experimentan sus atracciones sexuales como 
“dadas” en lugar de elegidas. Sin embargo, 
es claro que hay una cuestión de elección, 
cuando uno toma la determinación de seguir 
sus atracciones en lugar de aceptar y afirmar 
lo que se ha dado biológicamente.

El relativismo moral también está en 
el centro de las controversias que involucran 
cuestiones de la vida. El niño que crece en 

DEL OBISPO
Dictadura del 

RELATIVISMO
PARTE I  
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Por el Diácono Tino 
y Martha Vera 
de la Oficina de Matrimonio 
y Vida Familiar

el útero de su madre es un ser humano o no es un 
ser humano. Esto no es una cuestión de opinión 
o conjetura. El niño es uno o el otro. Si bien no 
podemos identificar definitivamente la presencia 
de un alma humana en ningún ser humano vivo, 
podemos identificar clara y científicamente a un 
ser humano vivo. Este ser sería de origen humano, 
poseería ADN humano y tendría un patrón de 
crecimiento que conduciría a un ser humano 
completamente desarrollado. Legalmente, se han 
tomado decisiones para “otorgar” o reconocer 
ciertos “derechos” de este ser humano en 
crecimiento, pero la concesión no es coherente 
ni lógica. Leyes que prohíben la violencia contra 
la mujer o a menudo incluyen la posibilidad de 
cargos de asesinato o homicidio involuntario si 
un niño por nacer “muere” como resultado de la 
violencia. Parecería que la ley en este caso reconoce 
la humanidad (y personalidad) del ser humano en 
desarrollo.

Sin embargo, cualquier mujer es libre de elegir 
interrumpir su embarazo y esto se identifica como 
un “derecho”. Si un niño por nacer ‘muere’ como 
resultado de la violencia contra la mujer, entonces 
se considera que el niño es humano, pero si la 
madre elige terminar con esta misma vida de alguna 
manera, se considera que el mismo niño no es 
humano o al menos no es elegible para la protección 
legal. Este enfoque anula el concepto de verdad 
científica, es decir, que el niño es humano o no se 
basa en algunos criterios objetivos. Algunos estados 
han optado por adoptar un enfoque coherente, a 
saber, permitir el aborto y no permitir los cargos 
de asesinato en el caso de la muerte de un niño 
no nacido. Si bien este enfoque es abominable, al 
menos es coherente. Sin embargo, es abominable 
porque ignora lo que toda mujer embarazada sabe: 
el niño que lleva en su vientre es un ser humano 
vivo. Este enfoque también ignora la “ciencia”, que 
puede identificar claramente al niño como un ser 
humano vivo. En un mundo materialista, un mundo 
que no permite la existencia de un alma inmortal, la 
única medida de humanidad son los datos científicos 
externos. Esos datos no son una cuestión de opinión 
subjetiva sino más bien de un hecho biológico.

Reverendísimo Robert F. Vasa
Obispo de Santa Rosa

¿Y ahora que?, nos preguntamos 
ante el futuro cada vez mas incierto. 
Ciertamente nuestra capacidad de 
visualizar lo que sigue, parece ser que 
no depende ya de factores controlables 
por la voluntad humana; por ejemplo, 
el cambio climático, la evolución de 
la pandemia, situaciones económicas, 
decisiones políticas, transformación 
de valores, educación de los hijos, 
vacaciones, trabajos asegurados, etc.. 
lo que nos sitúa en calidad de veletas 
que siguen la corriente.  Sin embargo, 
nuestra fe, nos mueve a alzar los ojos 
a Dios como nuestro Supremo capitán 
que guía nuestra existencia y marca 
el rumbo de aquellos que confiamos 
en El, pero de una manera mas 
especifica. Cada siglo, cada generación 
va demandando respuestas concretas 
ante los acontecimientos históricos de 
la familia humana, pero sobre todo 
como parte de la historia de salvación 
de nuestras almas. Creo firmemente 
que hoy Dios nos esta pidiendo una 
participación mas activa en la vida 
política, económica y social. Como 
cristianos estamos llamados a encarnar 
e instaurar el reino de los cielos en el 
hoy. Contemplemos por un momento 
la realidad que incluso despierta 
mas interrogantes en nuestra mente: 
¿porque si somos mas buenos en el 
mundo existe mas mal? ¿porque si 

somos tantos cristianos que creemos 
en el amor, el poder y el odio siguen 
rigiendo los pueblos? ¿por que las leyes 
aun con tantos avances tecnológicos 
no buscan el bien de las mayorías sino 
solo el beneficio de algunos? ¿Por que 
los valores se han intercambiado en 
la sociedad aun cuando no estamos 
de acuerdo con ello? ¿Por que se ha 
dejado a Dios fuera de la educación 
de los hijos? La respuesta creo es muy 
concreta, no hemos sabido encarnar 
en el mundo la verdad del evangelio 
que construya el Reino del amor. 
Como dicen por ahí: no es el mal que 
hacen los malos, sino el bien que no 
hacen los buenos lo que permite que 
experimentemos rumbos contrarios 
a nuestra búsqueda de felicidad; o 
como dice el refrán “camarón que se 
duerme se lo lleva la corriente” y si no 
despertamos como cristianos activos 
en este mundo, seguro la corriente 
nos llevara a situaciones cada vez mas 
difíciles de afrontar. Cambiar implica 
voluntad y cargar nuestra cruz, tal vez 
no sea ya cargar con el error, sino amar 
con mayor intensidad para transformar 
el presente en la verdad y así gozar 
un futuro mejor sin temor, porque: “yo 
estaré con ustedes todos los días hasta 
el fin del mundo” (Mt. 28:20) dice el 
Señor. 

¿y ahora que?
By Fr. Mario Valencia
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  7/27/2021 

Diocesan Adult Faith Formation / Certification 2021-2022 

 All active Catholics are invited; those exploring whether to serve as a Catechist & current faith formation instructors welcome! 
 Adult Formation $150.00/person for entire program (not interested in certification).  Fee includes any books. 
 Optional Certificate Basic Catechist (BC) Certification $150.00/person for entire program. Fee includes any books. 
 For those interested in dropping in: $20 person/class.  Does not include any books. 
 There may be various books available to purchase. Some of the course fee does not include all books. 
 Those who wish to attend and are not interested in receiving a California Certificate are welcome, but must register. 
 Class can be used as credit towards Catechist Recertification.  Over 40+  hours available for those who complete all sessions. 
 Complete an Application to register.  

Diocesan Department of Religious Education 

For Registration & an Application contact Carmen Aanenson:   
dre@srdiocese.org      (707) 566-3366      www.srdiocese.org  

Orientation / Spirituality of Catechesis Oct. 18 & Nov. 1 

Intro to the Creed  / Christology Nov. 22 & Dec. 6 

Ecclesiology / Mary and the Saints Jan. 24 & 31 

Liturgical Principles / Sacraments of Initiation Feb. 21 & 28 

Sacraments of Healing / Sacraments of Service Mar. 21 & 28 

Principles & Methods / Intro to the Ecclesial Method Apr. 25 

Moral Life in Christ: Foundations / Conscience Formation May 2 & 23 

Moral Life in Christ: Ten Commandments June 20 & 27 

Catholic Social Doctrine July 18 

Christian Prayer July 25 

Optional: Teaching Observation (for certification) TBA 

          

                                    SCHEDULE   

 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

4595 Synder Lane 
 Rohnert Park, CA 

 
 

(Only 2 evenings per month) 
6:30—9 p.m. 
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  7/27/2021 

Adultos Formación de Fe / Certificación  2021-2022 

 Formación para adultos $150.00/por persona para toda la serie. Algunos libros están incluidos. No estoy interesado en la cert ificación. 

 Catequista básico (BC) $150.00/por persona para toda la serie. Algunos libros están incluidos. 

 Para aquellos interesados en ir a solamente una clase el costo es $20 por clase, no incluye los libros.  

 Habrá varios libros disponibles para comprar.  La tarifa de la clase no incluye el costo de estos libros.  

 Aquellos que deseen asistir y no están interesados en recibir un certificado de catequista son bienvenidos, pero se debe registrar. 

 Clase se puede utilizar para la recertificación del catequista 

 Llene una solicitud para iniciar el proceso de certificación de catequista o registrase para clase  

Departamento de Educación Religiosa   

Para mas información o para registrase, póngase en contacto con Carmen Perez Aanenson:   
dre@srdiocese.org      (707) 566-3366      www.srdiocese.org  

Orientación / Introducción  18 de octubre y 1 de noviembre  

El Credo / Cristología  22 de noviembre / 6 de deciembre  

Eclesiología / Virgen María y los Santos  24 de enero / 31 de enero  

Liturgia / Sacramentos de Iniciación 21 de febrero / 28 de febrero  

Sacramentos de Sanación / Sacramentos de Servicio 21  de marzo / 28 de marzo  

Principales & Metodología /Introducción a la Eclesiología 25 de abril  

La vida moral en Cristo / Formación de la Consciencia  2 de mayo & 23 de mayo  

Los Diez Mandamientos  20 de junio & 27 de junio  

Doctrina social católica  18 de julio  

La oración cristiana  25 de julio  

Opcional: Observaciones (para el certificado) TBA 

          

                                    PROGRAMA    

 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

4595 Synder Lane 
 Rohnert Park, CA 

 
(solo 2 noches por mes)  

6:30—9 p.m. 
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Diocese of Santa Rosa - Department of Religious Education 
Presents its annual 

Religious Education Congress:  “Praying Always” 
 

Saturday, September 25, 2021   9am - 4pm                
Held at Cardinal Newman School,  50 Ursuline Rd., Santa Rosa 

TO REGISTER VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT: 
Carmen Perez Aanenson, Diocese of Santa Rosa, Department of Religious Education 

dre@srdiocese.org    (707) 566-3366 New Fax  (707) 791-7495      www.santarosacatholic.org 

Registration: 
 Registration opens in August 2021 
 Variety of topics 
 Brochure with workshop descriptions and Registration 

Form available August 2021. 
 Due to limited seating please register early, work-

shops fill up quickly. 
 If you have not attended SR Congress in the past you 

can request a brochure by email. 

Schedule                                     Saturday,  September 25, 2021 
8:00 AM - 8:45 AM  On site Registration & Program book pickup  
9:00 AM      Holy Mass   (gym)  
10:10 AM - 11:20 AM Keynote Address  
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM Session 1 
12:30 PM -  1:30 PM      Lunch/Visit Exhibits 
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM         Session 2          
2:45 PM - 3:45 PM         Plenary session  
4:00 PM   Closing Prayer and Raffle   (gym) 

Information: 
Location: 
SR Congress is held at Cardinal Newman High School Campus, located in Santa Rosa. The gym is one of the main locations of con-
gress events, including opening liturgy and the keynotes.  The gym is located at 4300 Old Redwood Hwy, Santa Rosa. 
Cost:  This is a one time offer due to the state COVID 19 restrictions this 2021 event will be free. 
Registration is FREE.  You must register to guarantee a seat.   The Free Admission covers all workshops (tickets are required), litur-
gies and exhibits.   

 Early bird registration by September  5th -  deadline guarantees a seat at the event. 
 After the deadline and on the day of event it will be first come first serve.  If no seats no entry to  event and/or workshops. 
 Registrations received after the deadline is at risk of not being processed.  

Facility: 
Classrooms are air -conditioned. 
Coffee, & doughnuts will be provided.   Bottled water will be available. 
There will be Ministries & Exhibitors showcasing Books & Gifts.  

 Rev. Robert McTeigue, S.J., Ph.D - “Spiritual Alertness-Learning to pay attention with St. Ignatius Loyola” 
 Rev. John Plass - “Adoring Me Eucharist Lord” 
 Rev. Jeffrey Keyes - “Lectio Divina” 
 Very Rev. Moses Brown, V.G, J.C.L - “Praying with the Psalms” 
 Rev. John Marie Bingham, O.P. - “The Hail Mary: Holy Door & Threshold of Grace” and “The Father Heart of St. Joseph” 
 Sister Serena Deters, M.S. - “Prayer as an expression of God’s love for us & our love for him” 
 Mother Ann Marie Zierke, M.S. - “Prayer: How to model it, encourage it & include it your day” 
 Mother Teresa Christe, M.S.S.R - “Common obstacles to prayer & How to overcome them” 
 Deacon Dance Farrell - “Bringing meaningful prayer into hustle & bustle of daily life” 

WE ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT SOME OF OUR SPEAKERS: 

On Saturday, September 25th, the Diocese of Santa Rosa will present a day of prayer and fellowship for all adults in the Diocese.    
This year’s theme,  “Praying Always”. 

 
The variety of workshops and keynotes available throughout the day are excellent resources for formation and enrichment for you 

and for your communities faith.  The opportunity to listen and be renewed by the wisdom offered truly a gift and a blessing. 
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La Diócesis de Santa Rosa - Departamento de Educación Religiosa 
Presenta su anual 

 

Congreso de Educación Religiosa   “Rezando Siempre” 
Sábado, 25 de septiembre de 2021 9am - 4pm          

Tendrá lugar en La escuela Cardinal Newman, 50 Ursuline Rd., Santa Rosa 

El 28 de septiembre, la Diócesis de Santa Rosa ofrecerá un día de oración y compartimiento para todos los adultos en la Diócesis.  
El Tema es “Rezando Siempre” 

 
La variedad de talleres y charlas presentadas durante el día es valiosa.  Recursos de formación y enriquecimiento para ustedes y 

para sus comunidades de fe.  La oportunidad de escuchar y de renovarse con la sabiduría ofrecida por los conferencistas es un ver-
dadero don y una bendición. 

Estamos contentos presentar a algunos de nuestros presentadores:  

PARA REGISTRARSE VISITA EL WEBSITE O CONTACTO: 
Carmen Perez Aanenson, Diócesis de Santa Rosa, Departamento de educación religiosa  

dre@srdiocese.org        (707) 566-3366        Fax  (707) 791-7495     www.santarosacatholic.org 

Registración: 
 Registros se abren en agosto de 2021. 
 Variedad de temas 
 El folleto con descripciones de los talleres y el formula-

rio de inscripción están disponibles en agosto. 
 Como tenemos una cantidad limitada de asientos por 

favor regístrese temprano.  Los talleres se llenan rá-
pidamente. 

 Si no ha asistido al congreso en el pasado puede solicitar 
un folleto por el correo electrónico. 

Información: 
Lugar : 
El Congreso de Educación Religiosa tendrá lugar en las instalaciones del Colegio Cardenal Newman en Santa Rosa.  Liturgia se 
celebrara en el gimnasio.  El gimnasio esta en 4300 Old Redwood Hwy.    
Costo: Esta es una oferta única debido a las restricciones de COVID-19, este evento de 2021 será gratuito. 
La inscripción es gratuita. Debes regístrate para garantizar un asiento. La entrada gratuita cubre todos las talleres, liturgias y exhi-
biciones. (debe de presentar sus boletos de inscripción para entrar a los talleres). 

Temprano registro.  fecha límite.   Antes del 5 de septiembre. garantiza un asiento en el evento.  Si no hay asientos no hay 
entrada al evento y/o talleres. 
Las inscripciones recibidas después de la fecha limite corren el riesgo de no ser procesadas. 

La Facilidad: 
Las sala de clases tienen aire acondicionado. 
Café y pan de dulce se ofrecen durante el día.   Agua de botella estará disponible. 
Habrá una sección de exhibición de libros y regalos. 

 Rev. Raul Lemus -  “Señor Ensénanos a Rezar” 
 Brenda Garcia -   “Santificar el hogar de trabajo” and “Los Mandamientos”  
 Rubén Quezada -  “Alerta espiritual” 
 Rev. Moses Brown, VG, J.C.L. - “Orando con los Salmos” 
 Rev. Daniel Roa -  “Señor de la Eucaristía” 
 Paula Umaña - “24 horas con el Espíritu Santo” 

Horario                          Sábado, 25 de septiembre de 2021 
8:00 AM - 8:45 AM           Inscripciones y Recoja su libro de programa 
9:00 AM                  Santa Misa  (el gimnasio)       
10:10 AM - 11:20 AM       La Conferencia Magistral    
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM       Sesión 1 
12:30 PM -  1:30 PM         Almuerzo/Vista a Exhibiciones 
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM            Sesión 2  
2:45 PM - 3:45 PM            Conferencia de clausura   
4:00 PM                             La Oración de clausura y rifa (el gimnasio) 
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SEPTEMBER
Rev. Peter Talcott 

Sept 7th, 1975

PRIESTLY  
ORDINATION 

ANNIVERSARIES

From  
REGINA 

FOSNAUGH  
Director of  

Humboldt State  
Newman Center

We had one student receive his First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation this 
year. Connor Johnston (he’s considering 
the priesthood and is a student living at 

Newman). Fr. Francis Gayam at St. Mary’s 
gave him his First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation. 
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       Thank You
The Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa  

extend thanks for your prayers and support  

May God bless you, and Mary keep you!  

Earthquake continued.

Immediately following the earthquake, Akim 
Kikonda, the director of Catholic Relief Services 
in Haiti told ACI Prensa that a Catholic rectory in 
Les Cayes was severely damaged causing three 
fatalities, one priest and two employees.

Cardinal Chibly Langlois, the bishop of Les 
Cayes, was also injured by the earthquake, but 
his injuries are not life-threatening, according to 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS). Langlois, 62, became 
the first Haitian to become Catholic cardinal in 
2014.

Kikonda said that the local public hospital has 
been overwhelmed by the number of emergencies, 
and is turning away most of the injured.

“All of CRS personnel are safe and sound, but 
unfortunately one of our employees’ wife died and 
his baby is gravely injured,” he said.

“We are currently evaluating the extent of 
the damage. ... Once we have a full evaluation of 
the injured, dead and affected, we will proceed to 
provide emergency services, especially to the poorest 
and most vulnerable people.”

The president of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops also expressed sorrow and 
prayers after the news of the earthquake.

“We stand in solidarity with the Church in 
Haiti in offering our prayers, in a particular way 
this weekend as we celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin,” Archbishop Jose 
Gomez of Los Angeles said Aug. 14.

Catholics, or anyone of good will, who wishes 
to assist with Haitian relief efforts following the 
latest earthquake, should contact Catholic Relief 
Services, Gomez said.

“In these moments of continued trial, may 
you feel the comfort, compassion, and embrace 
of our Blessed Mother,” he said. “Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, patroness of Haiti, intercede for us.”
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SAINTS for SEPTEMBERColoring Page 20.  

ST. ANDREW 
KIM TAEGONPRIESTLY  

ORDINATION 
ANNIVERSARIES

  1. September 01: St. Giles
  2.  September 02:  Blessed John Du Lau and the 

September Martyrs
  3.  September 03:  St. Gregory the Great
  4.  September 04:  St. Rose of Viterbo
  5.  September 05:  St. Lawrence Justinian
  6.  September 06: Blessed Bertrand
  7.  September 07:  Blessed John Duckett and 

Blessed Ralph Corby
  8.  September 08:  Birth of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary
  9.  September 09: St. Peter Claver

10.  September 10:  St. Nicholas of Tolentino
11. September 11:  Blessed Louis of Thuringia
12.  September 12: St. Eanswida
13. September 13:  St. John Chrysostom
14. September 14: T riumph of the Cross
15. September 15:  Our Lady of Sorrows
16. September 16:  St. Cornelius and St. Cyprian
17. September 17:  St. Robert Bellarmine
18. September 18:  St. Joseph of Cupertino
19. September 19: St. Januarius
20. September 20:  St. Andrew Kim Taegon
21. September 21: St. Matthew

22. September 22:  St. Thomas of Villanova
23. September 23:  St. Pius of Petrelcina
24. September 24: St. Pacifus
25. September 25: St. Sergius
26. September 26:  St. Cosmas and St. Damien
27. September 27:  St. Vincent De Paul
28. September 28:  St. Lawrence Ruiz and 

Companions
29. September 29:  St. Michael, St. Gabriel,  

St. Raphael
30. September 30:  St. Jerome
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Family is  
at the heart of  

everything we do!
1225 Sonoma Avenue 

Santa Rosa
707-525-3730

www.danielschapeloftheroses.com
FD #209/CR #92

Wes, Carol and Will Daniels  
with Patricia Daniels 

READERS’ C H OI C E 2 0 1 7 • 2018• 
201

9

Family owned since 1875

Child and 
Youth 
Protection

If you or someone you know has been the harmed 
by sexual misconduct by clergy, or a church 

employee or volunteer, please contact 

Fatima Jimenez  
DIRECTOR, CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION 

for support and assistance.   
She can be reached at 

(707)566-3308  

 
For more information 

or to make an online reservation:
www.stpsu.edu/gala-sr

Please register online by August 20, 2021

To reserve a table, please contact Martha Sheridan 
 at 650-289-3355 or advancement@stpsu.edu

Saturday, September 18, 2021
Menlo Park, CA

honoring 
Most Reverand Thomas A Daly, D.D.

Bishop of Spokane

St. Patrick’s Seminary & University

2021
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SPECIAL RATES

AVAILABLE
Where are you casting your net?

40,000
HOMES 
DISTRIBUTION*

96%
OF HOUSEHOLDS  
HAVE A READER*

Faith and business go hand in hand,  
only in business it’s called risk.

CONTACT US FOR PRICING / OFFERS  P: 707.566.3302 e: media@srdiocese.org

* Publishers Information Service

Full Page No Bleed ............7.75in. x 10in.
Full Page Bleed ..................8.5in. x 10.75in.
Half Page horizontal. .........7.75in. x 4.75in.
Quarter Page vertical ........3.75in. x 4.75in.
Eighth Page horizontal .....3.75in. x 2.25in.

The North Coast Catholic provides a quality, informative 
publication to 40,000 homes throughout the diocese 
of Santa Rosa comprising of Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma counties. 

 Placement on the NEW Diocesan website 
included in all packages!
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◆ LOVE NEVER FAILS: Living the Catholic Faith in Our Daily Lives
Bishop Donald Hying
� e fruit of much pastoral experience, this book addresses both perennial and current challenges 
facing Catholics, giving reasons for hope and joy. Touching on a wide range of topics, from prayer to 
evangelization, it o� ers insights into living the Catholic faith with humility and heroism as it focuses on 
the person of Jesus Christ—his identity, mission, and presence in our lives.
   Having been a pastor of souls in a variety of settings, Bishop Hying has learned much about God’s 
action among us. He provides readable, practical reflections to feed the Christian mind and heart
with inspiration.  
LNFP . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

“Catholics eager to live as missionary disciples will learn much from one of the leaders of the New Evangelization 
in the USA.”      — George Weigel, Author, � e Next Pope

“Exactly the book we need in these challenging times to find inner peace and evangelical joy. A marvelously
 rich meditation on the � delity of God’s love, our reasons for hope, and the power of a vigorous Catholic faith.”     
 — Charles  Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., Archbishop Emeritus of Philadelphia

◆ THE CATHOLIC ALL YEAR PRAYER COMPANION
� e Liturgical Year in Practice
Kendra Tierney 
� e Catholic deposit of faith and tradition is wide and deep. � ere are so many di� erent devotions and 
ways to pray that it seems impossible anyone could ever use them regularly in a busy family. Fortunately 
the liturgical calendar is here to help! 
   Kendra Tierney lays out hundreds of prayers, devotions, practices, blessings, indulgences, novenas, 
hymns, Bible readings, encyclicals, and humor in an easy to use format according to the liturgical seasons 
and feast days of the Church calendar.
CAYPCP . . . Sewn Softcover, $19.95

"Every Catholic mom should have this book in her home!"    
— Jennifer Fulwiler, Author, Something Other Than God

"This handy prayer companion is all a family needs to begin a habit of daily 
prayer or to dive more deeply into the life of theChurch and the liturgical year. 
A wonderful collection of the most beautiful prayers of the Church!”   
—Danielle Bean, Author, You Are Enough

◆ BEING CATHOLIC : What Every Catholic Should Know
Suzie Andres
Andres focuses on Catholic beliefs, customs, traditions, and practices that are in danger of being for-
gotten but which have been, for centuries, the joy of Catholics to remember. Cradle Catholic, convert, or 
curious inquirer, you will quickly � nd there are many more Catholic customs, beliefs and traditions than 
articles of the Creed, and all so easy to access in this one inspiring volume. 
   Topics covered include the Sacraments, Mass, Prayers, Mariology, Saints, Angels, Liturgical Year, 
Papacy, Purgatory and much more!       
BCWCKP . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

“With characteristic insight and humor, Andres has brilliantly put together in a single volume an opportunity to embrace ‘a joyful 
remembrance’ of the most beautiful aspects of our Catholic Faith and tradition. When so much has been lost in our secularized 
culture, such a wise, friendly conversation about substantial things is sorely needed. I joyfully recommend this beautiful book!"        
— Dr. Timothy O’Donnell, President, Christendom College

(800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com

Also Available: 
THE CATHOLIC ALL YEAR 
COMPENDIUM
CAYCP . . . Sewn Softcover, $18.95 

The Power of a Vigorous Catholic Faith

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522
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