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Statement from Bishop Robert F. Vasa  

 
 
After months of careful and prayerful consideration, and after having consulted the priests of the Diocese 
as well as the Diocesan Finance Council, and professionals retained by the Diocese, it has become clear 
to me that it is necessary for the Diocese of Santa Rosa to file for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy protection. This 
decision was made necessary due to the overwhelming number of sexual abuse lawsuits filed against the 
Diocese after the statute of limitations was lifted for a three-year ‘window’. We now are facing more than 
130 claims dating from 1962 when the Diocese was established to the present. A vast majority of the 
cases date from the 70’s and 80’s. 
 
Our present plan is for our attorneys to file for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy protection after December 31 and 
before March 1, 2023. Our Diocese joins a growing list of Dioceses in the United States to make such a 
filing.  
 
In many ways, this is not a freely chosen decision. It is the inevitable result of an insurmountable number 
of claims. I am convinced, however, that choosing this path will allow us to achieve two very important 
goals. First, it will provide a process to carefully evaluate and compensate, as fairly as possible those who 
have come forward with allegations of sexual abuse. Chapter 11 is a process designed to bring all parties 
together in one place to resolve difficult claims fairly and finally, with the supervision of the bankruptcy 
court.  A bankruptcy allows the Diocese to deal with all these issues collectively rather than one at a time. 
At the same time, the process will provide a way for the Diocese to continue the various charitable 
ministries in which it is engaged.   
 
It is important to remember that the only entity filing for bankruptcy protection is the corporation sole known 
legally as the Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Santa Rosa. The parishes and Catholic schools 
within our Diocese are separate civil corporations or separate ecclesial entities and should not be parties 
to this filing. There are many matters to be discerned by the bankruptcy court and so absolute certainty 
about the degree of participation by any other entities such as parishes and schools will be determined in 
the course of the proceedings. 
 
Since we began discussing this possibility more than a year ago, I have been moved by the 
understanding, patience and support expressed by the clergy and by the various people in the Church with 
whom I have previously shared this information. I am deeply grateful.   
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