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T he local celebrations of the Feast 
of Corpus Christi were important 

beginnings for the three-year Eucharistic 
Revival which has been called for in our 
nation. In the March-April issue of the North 
Coast Catholic I pointed out the importance 
of parish-based catechesis on the Eucharist 
and listed a number of possible resources for 
this catechesis. Over the next several months 
I do want to contribute, in some small way, 
to the catechesis of the Diocese by way of 
this column. I envision three distinct sections: 
First, the Eucharistic Presence of our Lord. 
Second, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as the 
place or ‘event’ during which the miraculous 
transformation of bread and wine is effected. 
Third, the meaning of ‘communion’ and the 
reception of Holy Communion. The news of 
May regarding the ‘leaked’ Dobbs Decision 
of the Supreme Court and the actual release 
of the Decision in June has occupied the 
headlines, and rightfully so, but I do not want 
the importance of the Eucharistic Revival to 
be overshadowed by Dobbs.

First, the Eucharistic Presence of our Lord 
under the simple form of either bread or 
wine. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
has this simple formulation: “At the heart 
of the Eucharistic celebration are the bread 
and wine that, by the words of Christ and 
the invocation of the Holy Spirit, become 
Christ’s body and blood” (Para. 1333). 
The words which cause this miraculous 
‘transubstantiation” to take place are simply 
the words of Jesus himself: THIS IS MY BODY. 
THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD. When 
these words are spoken by the priest over the 
bread and wine, the whole Christ, becomes 
truly, really and substantially present. Jesus 

is “contained” in the Sacrament of the 
Most Holy Eucharist under the external 
appearances of bread and wine. Nothing 
about the external appearances of the bread 
or the wine are changed. They maintain the 
same elemental and chemical components. 
They still look, taste and smell like the bread 
and wine they were before the consecration. 
Under a microscope the consecrated 
host would be indistinguishable from any 
unconsecrated host. Then, how do we ‘know’ 
that this simple bread is or is not truly and 
substantially the Body and Blood of Christ? 
We know by faith. Faith in the words of Jesus. 
Faith in the constant teaching of the Church. 
Faith, reinforced by the witness of countless 
martyrs over the centuries. Faith reinforced by 
the multitude of Eucharistic Miracles some of 
which have been cataloged by Blessed Carlo 
Acutis: http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/
liste/list.html.

Eucharistic miracles are not ‘proof’ but 
they are extraordinary happenings which have 
no scientific explanation and, as such, can 
be useful and fruitful aids to our faith. These 
miracles help us to go beyond the visible and 
the tangible and to consider the possibility 
of the existence of something beyond this 
world. Even though there are hundreds, if not 
thousands, of Eucharistic miracles, it would be 
a huge mistake for anyone to ‘expect’ such a 
manifest miracle to occur in their Church or at 
a Mass which they attend. We can be edified 
by reading about the miracles which have 
been recorded. By studying them, our own 
Eucharistic faith can be strengthened. It 
is important to note that ‘faith’ does 
not mean that we somehow 
create the reality in which 
we believe. The Eucharist 
is not the Body and 
Blood of Christ for 
me because I 
believe it to 
be so. 

Rather my Church teaches me that it is the 
Body and Blood of Christ and, by the grace of 
God, I believe it. A review of the Eucharistic 
miracles can strengthen our faith and deepen 
our resolve to live a life more consistent with 
the heart of our Lord, whom we believe to be 
wholly present in the Eucharist.

One of the consequences of this 
Eucharistic faith of ours is that Christ, under 
the appearance of simple bread and wine, 
is extremely vulnerable, indeed, helpless, 
unless a miracle intervenes. Thus, someone 
who does not believe in the presence of 
the Lord and who receives Communion, 
receives the same Jesus that we receive but 
that person offers no reverence, recognition, 
gratitude or honor to the Lord because he 
or she does not acknowledge that they have 
received the Lord. Unfortunately, many who 
receive and who claim to believe what the 
Church teaches offer no greater reverence, 
recognition, gratitude or honor to the 
Lord than those who do not recognize His 
Eucharistic Presence at all! Hence, the need 
for a National Eucharistic Revival.

Pray for me as I promise to pray for you. 

Bishop Robert F. Vasa

NATIONAL  
EUCHARISTIC 

REVIVAL 
- I -

FROM the BISHOP
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A mid the building energy of a new school year for all our school 
families, we glance forward as we stand at the end of summer, to see 

Fall approach. The harvest is here. What kind of vintage will our summer 
activities yield? We stop in September to reflect on the things we promised 
in June. May we be grateful to God for the blessings and submit ourselves to 
His holy will in all the rest. May our harvest be given with a prayer “Blessed 
be God forever”. Here’s to a richly blessed 2022-2023 academic year!

Don’t be paralyzed. Be resigned.
In the cloud of confusion caused by potential resignations, schismatic 
statements by groups of Bishops, may we not be distracted as we walk with 
whomever God has placed in our path. WE must remember to witness hope 
to the few people we encounter in our own lives and make a difference 
for good. May we place our trust in the only stormproof foundation; Jesus 
Christ, our Friend, our Creator, Our Savoir, and in the church He established. 
Everything that happens is all a preparation for God’s victory. Yes, love really 
does win in the end. And being the Kind and generous Father that He is, we 
are not without our part to play. A couple little fish and some scraps of bread 
offered readily to Him and Bam! Nobody’s hungry. May we spend time in the 
prayer of faith, letting go of control to the Holy Spirit, spending time in trust. 
Like the 30 second hug encouraged by marriage and family life ministers for 
married couples, we would no doubt benefit from a 30 second time of trust 
as we place all our cares on Him. 

Fellowship Alert!
On Saturday, September 24th, the Diocese of Santa Rosa will present a 
day of prayer and fellowship for all adults in the Diocese. This year’s theme, 
“The Church and the Most Holy Eucharist”. The variety of talks available 
throughout the day are excellent resources for formation and enrichment 
for you and for your communities of faith. The opportunity to listen and be 
renewed by the wisdom offered truly a gift and a blessing. This is going to be 
an outstanding day of formation, information, and inspiration. The speakers 
include: Rev. Raul Lemus, Rev. Hezekias Carnazzo, Rev. Thomas Nelson, O. 
Praem, Deacon Dance Farrell, Deacon Dave Gould, Deacon Sergio Velazquez, 
Mark Brumley, and Rubén Quezada

Keep Praying
Prayer either works, or it doesn’t. Some people only pray in dire and urgent 
situations, yet even though they only reach out for God to help them, there 
must be at least a mustard seed of faith from which their heart cries out. 
Some people never pray, though they were taught the mechanics. Others 
pray constantly with their whole life. While prayer may not change our 
circumstances, it always changes our heart. It brings us closer to God in a 
way that allows him in to comfort us, guide us, and occasionally, reveal his 
plan for us. The most humble and contrite hearts pray, and God draws very 
near. Great or small, we all benefit by praying. And yes, now that popular 
magazines are publishing articles that swirl confusion about the rosary as 
a sign of violent extremism, I will endeavor to pray the powerful meditation 
prayer even more intently, and yes, as if in battle.  As Venerable Patrick Peyton 
said: “The Rosary helps end wars,” he went on to say, “not only wars in our 
world, as with Fatima and World War I, but the many wars in our lives. Those 
wars that rage within our hearts, our bodies, our families.” Even if we start 
with One Hail Mary, or Our Father a day, we are making a difference. 
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From the Editor

September  
Resignations

By Chris Lyford
Editor, North Coast Catholic

September is a time of sacred reflection.
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Greetings  
Diocese of Santa Rosa Family;

A while back a parishioner in our parish 
at St. Francis Solano in Sonoma gave us 
a book called Life Is Messy by Matthew 

Kelly.  With a title like that 
it seems that each and 
every one of us could 
reflect on a situation (or 
situations!) in our life that 
has been, or still is, messy. 

In the opening 
chapter, Kelly writes:  
“The mess of life is 

both inevitable and 
unexpected.”  But Kelly gives us an antidote:  
“It’s what we do with the mess that 
determines everything.”  

Here in the Marriage & Family Life 
Office we get calls and emails from people 
dealing with “messy,” as you would expect, 
marriage and family life issues.  And the 
subject matter is quite wide-ranging.  But 
one of the issues that seems to be a silent 
dilemma in many people’s lives is dealing 
with divorce.  Now to be clear, we’re not 
talking about a couple dealing with marital 
problems that could lead, or has led, to a 
civil divorce.  That situation is not silent at 
all.  In fact, it is quite evident to family and 
friends of the couple who are dealing with 
divorce.  The silent dilemma of divorce we 
are talking about here is the impact on the 
children of divorce and specifically, the adult 
children of divorce.  

In her book, Primal Loss, author Leila 
Miller, interviewed adult children of divorced 
parents and learned the hurt never goes 
away and it’s not a “mess” of their making, 
but that of their parents.

Experiencing your parent’s divorce or 
separation is a deeply traumatic event, 
no matter the circumstances or how old 
you were when it happened. Divorce or 

separation can and does affect a person’s 
sense of identity, their faith life and 
relationship to God, their mental and 
physical health, their view of marriage, their 
own relationships, and so much more as 
shown in numerous scholarly works. And 
the effects of divorce or separation are long-
lasting, often resurfacing at holidays and 
life’s many milestones later in life. 

That is not to say that a child of divorce 
or separation is fated to unhappiness, 
or doomed to repeat his or her parents’ 
mistakes – far from it! Thanks be to God, 
deep healing is real and possible. But it’s 
crucial to begin by facing head-on how 
deeply painful the effects of divorce are, how 
very many people experience that pain, and 
how little is done to help them.

A few months ago we became aware 
of “Life-Giving Wounds,” a Catholic 
program “to help young adults and adults 
with divorced and separated parents give 
voice to their pain and find deep spiritual 
healing.” Life-Giving Wounds is a peer-led, 
weekend retreat ministry that provides 
a unique means for Christ to transform 
their life-draining wounds into life-giving 
resources of faith, hope, love, and joy for 
themselves, their relationships, and the 
Church.  Life-Giving Wounds also seeks to 
help them make and sustain a life-long gift 
of love in either the vocation of marriage or 
consecrated life.

When we first heard about the Life-
Giving Wounds program we were told the 
story of a priest who was asked to serve at 
the weekend retreat as the clergy member 
on the presenting team.  He commented that 
he too was an adult child of his divorced 
parents but that he has dealt with the 
issue in his life and felt he was beyond any 
needed healing.  However, after participating 
in the weekend, he came to realize that 
no, he still carried much resentment and 
was in need of the healing that came as a 

result of the retreat.  He has since become a 
great proponent of the Life-Giving Wounds 
program!

We share this information with you 
because it seems there are so many 
people whose lives have been affected 
by their parent’s divorce, yet there is little 
acknowledgment of the need for healing 
from the pain they have had, or still have.  
Currently, ministry to adult children of 
divorce and separation is a lacking pastoral 
need in the Catholic Church. There is 
very little dedicated outreach or pastoral 
care that exists for adults whose parents 
are divorced or separated, despite well-
established evidence that the break-up 
of one’s parents can cause deep, lasting 
wounds that affect a person’s well-being on 
multiple levels. 

But for those of you who are in fact 
an adult child of divorced parents, there 
is an opportunity for you to get onto the 
road to healing from the hurt and anguish 
that has stayed with you.  Our colleagues 
in the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
are sponsoring a Life-Giving Wounds 
weekend retreat on November 18-
20 at the Vallombrosa Retreat Center in 
Menlo Park. We encourage any of you, 
laypersons, clergy, or religious to seriously 
consider this healing retreat.  For more 
information or to register, go to the “Events” 
page at:  sfarchdiocese.org and to learn 
more about Life-Giving Wounds, go to:  
lifegivingwounds.org       

And as Matthew Kelly shares in his 
book, Life Is Messy,  “It’s what we do with 
the mess that determines everything.”  
Healing from the mess of being an adult 
child of divorced parents can help guide you 
to God’s call to transform your wounds into 
life-giving resources of faith, hope, love, and 
joy in your life.

Blessings to you all!

Pax Christi, 
Carlin and  
Deacon Dave 
Gould
Co-Directors of  
the Marriage  
& Family Life Office

  

Life is MESSY  Life is MESSY  
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St. Apollinaris goes to the Beach!

The teachers, staff, and administrators at St. Apollinaris know how 
to start the school year off right!  They went to the beach for a fun 
filled day of faith formation and faith sharing.  They also got the 
chance to talk about what they hope for in the coming year.  As 
you can imagine, we all hope for no more pandemic problems, for 
good health, and a year without interruptions.  They also had the 
opportunity to share about their own faith and ask questions.  The 
retreat master (Fr. Moses) spoke about the origins of the Creed, 
the Eucharist, and Creation as a work of all the members of the 
Holy Trinity.  After a delicious lunch, they walked on the beach, and 
got the opportunity to make a wish.  Some wished for paint, some 
wished for more social engagements with fellow educators, and 
some for school supplies.  The best part of all was that the dynamic 
administration of the school had already identified and fixed most 
of the wishlist items.  It’s a testament to being is sync, listening to 
each other, and everyone doing their best to make this school truly 
an amazing school.

St. Rose School Faculty Retreat!
 

St. Rose’s new principal, Kathleen Aymar, wanted to show her love 
and care for her teachers by taking them on a special retreat to 
an area winery.  Sometimes getting away for a day makes all the 
difference.  The day focused on the unique character of  
St. Rose School and its rich Ursuline history.  The school has 
decided to widen and emphasize the role of St. Angela Merici since 
the Ursuline Sisters staffed the school for the majority of its history.  
The day also included sessions on the Eucharist, the Creed, and 
Creation.  The teachers enjoyed learning more about the Catholic 
faith, talking about what makes St. Rose so special, and hearing 
about each other’s experiences.  In the end, there was broad based 
support for moving into this year with teamwork in mind to meet 
any challenge.  We do not yet know what the new year will bring, 
but we know that we can overcome it with faith in Christ who 
reigns over all.  

AROUND THE DIOCESE
 with    

REV. MOSES BROWN
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Missionaries of  
St. Francis de Sales

 

We are welcoming three new priests 
from India who are from the religious 
community of St. Francis de Sales.  They 
are Fr. Bala, Fr. Raju, and Fr. Rafael.  We 
do not yet know where they will be 
assigned, but we have confidence that 
Our Lord will bless their ministry to be 
fruitful and joyous during their time in 
our Diocese.
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School Leadership Changes
 

We all know that schools and educators have been having a 
challenging time for the past few years.  The pandemic has brought 
many changes and caused difficulties that no one would have 
imagined.  In particular, this has meant new leadership at a few 
schools.  The schools of St. Rose, St. Eugene, and St. Mary all have 
new leadership.  St. Rose has hired Mrs. Kathy Aymar as the new 
principal.  Mrs. Aymar has been with the school for many years and 
is greatly appreciated for the heart that she shows as she cares 
for the whole school.  In particular, she has a real desire to ensure 
that the teaching methods of St. Angela Merici remain vibrant 
at St. Rose.  The Cathedral of St. Eugene school will temporarily 
be headed by our new superintendent Mrs. Adrian Peterson who 
is joining our Diocese from the Archdiocese of San Francisco.  
She brings with her a wealth of experience and knowledge in 
educational excellence.  Mr. Andrew Soria joins the excellent team 
at St. Mary School in Ukiah as their new principal.  He is moving 
from the southern part of state to Ukiah.  In other great news, 
there is renewed interest in Catholic education throughout the 
Diocese!

Cardinal Newman’s New Building
 

is looking pretty dusty these days as construction is in full swing.  
They just finished the two story classroom building this last year 
and are now making great progress on the new Student Life 
Center.  This building will also be a two story building and will 
greatly change the appearance and experience of the campus.  
It will enhance the student life of everyone attending Cardinal 
Newman.  The Student Life Center will have a variety of offerings 
for students, including a cafeteria, media center, study rooms, and 
space to socialize.  

An Update of Adam Kotas
 

I ask you all to pray for Adam Kotas and all those who are 
following him.  We pray for resolution to be accomplished through 
the graces that the Holy Spirit alone can give.  In the end, we pray 
for God’s will to be done in our lives, which always begins by us 
accepting that His will is better than ours.  His case is no longer a 
local matter as it is currently being reviewed by the Holy See.

          WE ARE HIRING 

School Work Reminder
 

I just wanted to remind all the readers of the North Coast Catholic 
that many of our schools are hiring.  Please email Lori Norcia or 
Adrian Peterson with interest in working at our Catholic schools.  
There are positions available in many different types of work.  
They can be reached at lnorcia@srdiocese.org and 
apeterson@srdiocese.org. 
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P ro-life demonstrators are seen near the 
Supreme Court in Washington June 

15, 2022. The court overruled the landmark 
Roe v. Wade abortion decision in its ruling in 
the Dobbs case on a Mississippi law banning 
most abortions after 15 weeks June 24. (CNS 
photo/Tyler Orsburn)

We all know the nursery rhyme: Humpty 
Dumpty sat on a wall/ Humpty Dumpty had 
a great fall/ all the king’s horses and all the 
king’s men/ couldn’t put Humpty together 
again. It’s a kindergarten classic. And the 
character behind the rhyme has an interesting 
history. Humpty actually began his career 

300 years ago as the name on a cannon in 
the English Civil War. His work as a talking 
egg in the fairytale industry came much later. 
His importance for us today is his co-starring 
role, with Alice, in Lewis Carroll’s very strange 
children’s story, Through the Looking Glass, 
published in 1871.

Humpty has an exchange with Alice in 
that book that’s worth noting, especially in 
light of the recent Supreme Court decision 
striking down Roe v Wade. He says, in a rather 
nasty tone, that “When I use a word, it means 
just what I choose it to mean – neither more 
nor less.” Put simply: Humpty, and Humpty 

alone, decides whatever his words mean. I’d 
like to argue that this kind of Promethean 
self-assertion marks Humpty Dumpty as one 
of the most prophetic political thinkers of the 
modern era. Here’s why.

Words are the basis of thought, belief, 
and action. A rich vocabulary expands the 
subtlety and precision not just in our verbal 
expression, but also in our thought. Thus – 
when properly used – language builds up 
the dignity of our species. Think the plays 
of Shakespeare; the novels of Dickens; the 
poetry of Wordsworth and Hopkins; the works 
of Augustine and Aquinas.

ON BREAKING A DOMINANT LIE
Most Reverend James Conley 

Catholic World Report

Roe vs. Wade was always a judicial coup; a badly reasoned decision  
that invented a “right” to abortion out of whole cloth, unrelated  

to the Constitution or democratic process.
 June 26, 2022 Most Reverend James Conley Essay, Features 15 Print
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To the degree that a word accurately 
reflects reality – words like unborn child, 
man and woman, male and female – it tells 
the truth. And as Jesus himself once said, 
Jesus who is the aboriginal Word or logos, 
“the truth will make you free.” Not always 
comfortable. Not always happy. But truly 
liberated, and always free.

Dishonest, misleading words do the 
opposite. They confuse and demean us. And 
in the mouths of bad people, they do massive 
damage. Josef Pieper, the great German 
Catholic philosopher, wrote a short, simple 
text half a century ago – Abuse of Language, 
Abuse of Power – that’s worth reading. 
In it, Pieper argues that much of today’s 
advertising, public relations, and political 
lobbying is designed to bend the truth; to 
manipulate its target audience toward morally 
ambiguous ends. The outcome is predictable. 
In Pieper’s words, “Public discourse itself, 
separated from the standard of truth, creates 
[an epidemic of] vulnerability to the reign of 
the tyrant.” Or as Hilaire Belloc put it more 
crudely, “half-truths are like half bricks, you 
can throw them twice as far.”

Pieper and Belloc were not alone in their 
worry about language. In his great 1946 
essay, “Politics and the English Language,” 
George Orwell wrote that, “in our age, there 
is no such thing as ‘keeping out of politics.’ 
All issues are political issues, and politics itself 
is a mass of lies, evasions, folly, hatred, and 
schizophrenia.”

We have a government of law, checks, 
and balances, designed to be of the people, 
by the people, for the people. In order for that 
to work, it needs literate citizens with a high 
degree of self-mastery, community loyalty, 
and moral sense. It needs mature adults 
willing to listen and not merely rant; willing 
to subordinate their private appetites and 
egos to the common good. This is why the 
moral content of American public education 
is so important. And here, I’m speaking of the 
traditional liberal arts. Education shapes – or 
should shape – responsible citizens. The root 
of that word “responsible” literally means 
“answering to,” or obedient to, some higher 
purpose or authority.

Thus, the absence of God in the 
vocabulary of our public discourse is a 
statement about God. It’s an implied 

affirmation of his non-existence, or at least 
his irrelevance to human affairs. And that has 
practical consequences, because a concept 
like “the common good” is inescapably 
moral. It involves what each of us should 
and should not do to sustain our shared 
community life. Education of the young 
always involves more than simply sharing 
facts; it’s more than merely an information 
delivery system. It’s also about forming the 
mind with a framework of meaning; teaching 
the difference between virtue and vice, truth 
and lies. At its best, education is part of the 
glue that holds the country together as a 
unified people. So when the education system 
becomes ideologically corrupt, the nation 
begins to suffer. People conclude that they’ve 
lost their share of ownership in their own 
country.

And that’s exactly what many of us feel 
today.

The ferocity of verbal abuse, physical 
violence, and irrational hatred unleashed 
by otherwise “progressive” people with 
the downfall of Roe is instructive. Roe v 
Wade was always a judicial coup; a badly 
reasoned decision that invented a “right” 
to abortion out of whole cloth, unrelated to 
the Constitution or democratic process. But 
we now live in an environment where there’s 
your truth, and Ann’s truth, and Bill’s truth, 
and my truth. Which really means that there’s 
no truth at all; just the naked will to power. 
And the powerful make the rules to serve 
their own purposes, not the common good.

The American founding was shaped by 
a keen sense of both the dignity of human 
beings, and their fallenness. The founders had 
both a confidence in man’s ingenuity, and a 
realism about his weakness. They understood 
that the human person is utterly unique and 
unlike any other creature; that freedom is 
not license; that there is no freedom without 
commensurate responsibilities; that a God 
who created nature and humanity does exist; 
that there are such things as natural law 
and objective truths that ground the world 
in reality; and that a real community is more 
than a collection of people joined together by 
the same antagonisms, illusions, and sins.

We’re losing nearly all of these little 
wisdoms. And that’s dangerous, because in a 
technological age, in a nation with our wealth 

and global influence, our capacity for damage 
to human life and dignity is immense.

This is planting season here in Nebraska, 
and words are a bit like plants. They’re living 
organisms. We can kill them with abuse, but 
otherwise they develop naturally, from their 
seeds, over time. Take the word “liberty,” for 
example. Its Latin root is libertatem, meaning 
the condition of a free man as opposed to 
a slave. The word “blessing” has a similar 
history. In Hebrew, its root is brk or barak, 
which means to kneel or to praise. Barak 
developed into the word baruch, as in Baruch 
hashem Adonai, which means “Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.”

Professor John Senior, my mentor in 
the Integrated Humanities Program at the 
University of Kansas, and my godfather as 
an adult convert, was fascinated with such 
words and their etymologies. And here’s the 
simple reason why. Our civilization’s idea 
of the “blessings of liberty” has always – 
whether we admit it or not — been rooted 
in the virtue of obedience; our willing and 
mutually shared submission to higher, godly 
realities worthy of human worship. Real 
freedom is not self-assertion. It’s self-gift 
and self-sacrifice grounded in a humble self-
knowledge. We become free first by mastering 
ourselves for the sake of others, and then 
receiving the same gift from them. We’re not 
little planets revolving around the star of our 
own self-importance. We’re complementary 
social creatures, and our souls starve if we 
feed only our own egos and appetites.

Here’s the point.
Words matter. An unborn child is a 

developing human person; not simply a 
“fetus,” not a piece of personal property 
disposable at will, and vastly more than an 
intrusive bundle of alien tissue. In striking 
down Roe, the Supreme Court has at least 
broken the spell of one of the dominant lies 
of our age. It remains to us – if the word 
“democracy” stills means anything – to 
ensure that the humanity of the unborn child 
is reflected truthfully in our laws. 

Note: This essay is adapted and expanded 
from remarks made to a Portsmouth Abbey 
“Blessings of Liberty” conference.
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A gunman shot at a Denver-area Catholic 
church in separate early morning 

incidents Saturday and Monday. No one 
was hurt, but one estimate suggests the 
gunshots caused tens of thousands of dollars 
in damage. 

Parish staff stressed the need to pray for 
the perpetrator and emphasized that they are 
taking the utmost security precautions.

“We are praying for the conversion of 
whoever did this,” Deacon Derrick Johnson 
of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church told CNA Aug 8. “If there’s 
any opportunity to speak to that person, we’d 
be happy to speak with them and have a 
dialogue.”

Johnson spoke after two separate 
rounds of gunshots hit the parish church in 
unincorporated Adams County just north of 
Denver. The Adams County Sheriff’s Office is 
handling the investigation.

“In the early morning of Aug. 6 and 
8 there were two separate incidents 
of shootings that hit the front doors at 
Assumption Parish,” Johnson recounted.

Security footage of the first incident, 
the deacon said, appears to show “a single 
motorcyclist shooting what we believe to be a 
pistol as he drove by.”

“These incidents happened after hours,” 
Johnson said. “We don’t believe they are 
targeting people. Just targeting the church for 
whatever reason.” 

Photos of the church sent to CNA show 
damage to the church exterior, including 
a bullet hole in a window. Doors and 
doorframes also were damaged. Photos show 
a broken outer window above a set of double 
doors, with shattered glass beneath.

“The first morning we discovered three 
shots, two into the door and one through the 
stained glass in the door,” Johnson said. “Two 
of the bullets were recovered and given to the 
Adams County sheriff.”

“On Monday morning, another bullet 
impact was discovered, this time above the 
doors, impacting the protective layer of the 
stained glass. The projectile was also given to 
the sheriff’s office,” the deacon added. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church in Adams County, 
Colorado, sustained thousands of dollars in 
estimated damage from a pair of drive-by 
shootings Aug. 6 and Aug. 8, 2022. Courtesy 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church

News of the shooting has not yet become 
widespread among parishioners, Johnson 
said, though the first incident took place 
hours before a wedding.

Johnson wanted parishioners to know 
that parish staff is committed to their safety.

“We are absolutely conscious of security, 
between our security team and ensuring that 
we have adequate camera coverage and 
lighting in front of the parish. We’ll do our 

best to make sure that whoever did this is 
prosecuted,” he told CNA.

Though the bullet fractured one outer 
window, it did not break through a stained-
glass window behind it.

The church’s custom-fit doors were 
recently completed at a cost of $75,000. The 
deacon described Assumption as a “very, 
very old parish.” The parish church was first 
dedicated in 1912, though the structure 
has gone through several renovations 
and expansions incorporating the original 
building.

Johnson estimated the damage at about 
$75,000.

The parish church is on the same property 
as Assumption School, which serves about 
130 students in pre-K through eighth grade. 
The shooting has not affected the school, as 
the school year has not yet begun.

“Hopefully it’s limited to a late-night 
incident,” Johnson said. “We will be taking 
the highest security precautions for the school 
like we always do.”

Though the parish wants the perpetrator 
brought to justice, the parish is praying for its 
attacker.

“We’re praying for whatever is going on 
in the life of the person who did this,” the 
deacon said. “The parish is here for them.”

CNA contacted the Adams County Sheriff 
for comment but did not receive a response 
by publication time Monday. 

DRIVE-BY GUNSHOTS 
target Denver area 

Catholic Church 
Denver, Colo., Aug 8, 2022 / 05:30 pm  
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W hen protesters tried to disrupt a 
conference of Catholics leaders 

held over the weekend in Napa, Calif., 
they soon gave up when their chants were 
drowned out by 800 people singing “Salve 
Regina,” a hymn to the Virgin Mary.

The July 30 incident, which later became 
a viral sensation on social media, took place 
at the 12th annual summer conference of the 
Napa Institute, a group dedicated to training 
the Church’s leaders how to evangelize in an 
increasingly secularized society.

Austin Quick, who was attending the 
conference at the Meritage Resort and Spa in 
Napa, told CNA that former Attorney General 
William Barr had begun his keynote address 
on Saturday night when he was interrupted 
by chanting.

Quick, a military veteran, said he rushed 
outside to see if he could engage with the 
protesters to get them to stop. He said there 
were six or seven women shouting and 
playing what appeared to be prerecorded 
chants through a loudspeaker system that 
were “mostly about abortion.” Among 
the chants: “You can’t take us back to the 
1800s,” “Motherhood should be a choice,” 
and “Get your rosaries off our ovaries.”

That’s the moment that the crowd joined 
together in prayer, followed by the singing of 
“Salve Regina.”

“Right when the singing started that’s 
when they left,” he said, adding that the 

demonstrators returned to their cars and 
honked their horns.

Quick, who runs a popular Instagram 
account called The Basic Catholic, said he 
later learned that a priest from The Fathers of 
Mercy in Kentucky started the prayer and the 
singing of the hymn.

Chris Stefanick, an EWTN host and 
creator of the popular “Real Life Catholic” 
video series, was a witness to the scene and 
shared a viral video of the incident.

He posted on Twitter: “The response of 
the Napa conference to Marxist protestors 
screaming like maniacs outside. After this … 
they were quiet. I love being Catholic.”

After the event, several groups posted on 
social media that they were among protesters 
at the conference.

A group called NDN Collective, which 
claimed to represent the concerns of 
indigenous people, shared photos of their 
protest that included a sign saying “Bans off 
Our Bodies.” In a tweet, the group wrote: 
“We’ve seen what the evils of fascism 
and the Catholic Church have brought to 
Indigenous people and our lands. Tonight we 
disrupt the Right’s political agenda that’s tied 
to the Napa Institute.”

Two other groups, Survivors Network of 
those Abused by Priests (SNAP) and Church 
Militant, also claimed on social media to have 
demonstrated at the event.

The Napa Institute was founded in 2011 
by businessman Tim Busch and Father Robert 
Spitzer, S.J., in order to train Catholic leaders 
in faith formation and apologetics. The Busch 
Family Foundation is also a major donor to 
The Catholic University in Washington, D.C., 
and helped establish the university’s business 
school.

Busch is a member of EWTN’s Board of 
Governors, and EWTN chairman and CEO 
Michael Warsaw is a member of the Napa 
Institute’s Board of Directors. CNA is a service 
of EWTN News.

The conference, which took place from 
July 27–31, included daily Mass, opportunities 
for prayer and Confession, as well as lectures 
and panels on St. Thomas Aquinas, the New 
Evangelization, reading the Bible, Catholic 
education, the evils of human trafficking, a 
Catholic vision of women’s rights, and life 
after Roe v. Wade, among other topics. 

Barr’s speech, titled “Strangers in a 
Strange Land: How Do Catholics Live as 
‘Resident Aliens’ and Faithful Citizens at the 
Same Time,” echoed the title of Catholic 
novelist Walker Percy’s posthumously 
published book of essays “Signposts in a 
Strange Land.” 

Attendees at a gathering sponsored by the Napa Institute sing 
the “Salve Regina” to drone out protesters who demonstrated 
at the Meritage Resort and Spa in Napa, California, on July 30, 
2022. | Screenshot from Chris Stefanick video

Catholics respond with 
prayer and song when  

protesters disrupt conference
By Zelda Caldwell

Washington, D.C. Newsroom,  
Aug 2, 2022
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W e have the same mission to 
evangelize the world as did 

the apostles 2,000 years ago, a fact that 
should fill us with wonder at our position 
of responsibility, Pope Francis said at Mass 
with the College of Cardinals Tuesday.

“We continue to marvel at the 
unfathomable divine decision to evangelize 
the whole world starting with that ragtag 
group of disciples, some of whom — as 
the evangelist tells us — still doubted,” 
Pope Francis said during Mass in St. Peter’s 
Basilica Aug. 30.

“Yet, if we think about it, we should 
marvel no less if we look at ourselves, 
gathered here today, to whom the Lord has 
spoken those same words, given that same 
mandate.”

Wonder is a way to salvation, the 
pope continued. “May God keep it ever 
alive in our hearts, for it sets us free from 
the temptation of thinking that we can 
‘manage things.’ Or from the false security 
of thinking that today is somehow different, 
no longer like the origins.”

Francis said: “Today the Church is big, 
solid, and we occupy eminent positions in 
its hierarchy… There is some truth in this, 
but there is also much deception, whereby 
the Father of Lies seeks to make Christ’s 
followers first worldly, then innocuous.”

Pope Francis offered Mass with the 
College of Cardinals, including its newest 
members created Saturday, for the Church. 

Francis presided over the Mass, though 
Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, dean of the 
College of Cardinals, led the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist, since Francis remained seated.

In his homily, the pope decried a 
“cancer of spiritual worldliness.”

A minister of the Church, he said, is 
“one who experiences wonder before God’s 
plan and, in that spirit, passionately loves 
the Church and stands at the service of her 
mission wherever and however the Holy 
Spirit may choose.”

He said Catholics should marvel not 
only at God’s plan of salvation, but at the 
“even more amazing fact” that God calls 
them to participate in this plan.

For Catholics, there is a “double mystery 
of our being blessed in Christ and of going 
forth with Christ into the world.”

“This wonder,” he said, addressing the 
new cardinals, “does not diminish with the 
passing of the years; it does not weaken 
with our increasing responsibilities in the 
Church. No, thanks be to God. It grows 
stronger and deeper.”

The Mass with new cardinals followed 
two days of closed-door meetings with the 
College of Cardinals to discuss Pope Francis’ 
reform of the Roman Curia, as laid out in 
the constitution Praedicate evangelium.

197 cardinals participated in the 
extraordinary consistory, the first of its kind 
in seven years.

In his homily, Pope Francis pointed to 

Saint Pope Paul VI and his 1964 encyclical 
on the Church, Ecclesiam Suam.

Saint Paul VI loved the Church with “a 
love which is first and foremost gratitude, 
grateful wonder at her mystery and at the 
gift of our being not only members of the 
Church, but involved in her life, sharing in 
and, indeed, jointly responsible for her,” he 
said.

“At the beginning of his programmatic 
encyclical Ecclesiam Suam, written during 
the [Second Vatican] Council,” Francis 
said, “the first thought that came to the 
pope’s mind was that ‘the Church needs 
to cultivate a deeper awareness of her 
identity… her origin and her mission.’”

“In this regard, he made explicit 
reference to the Letter to the Ephesians, to 
‘the providential plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God… so that through the 
Church… it may be made known.’”

“This was the case with the Apostle 
Saint Paul, as we see from his letters. His 
apostolic zeal and the concern for the 
community was always accompanied, and 
indeed preceded, by words of blessing filled 
with wonder and gratitude: ‘Blessed be 
God…’” Pope Francis said.

“May it also be the case with us,” he 
concluded. “May it be the case with each 
of you, dear brother Cardinals. May the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church, obtain this grace for 
each and every one of us.” 

Pope Francis to cardinals:  
We are jointly responsible  

for the Church
August 30 CNA | Hannah Brockhaus
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How it came to us:
1.  The child is registered in a public school 

in Petaluma.
 
2.  This child’s teacher is a Catholic, is registered 

at St. Vincent Church and is also a volunteer 
who teaches confirmation.  The teacher did 
not encourage nor recommend to her class 
what hero to write about.  

 
3.  His child is in St. Vincent’s First Holy 

Communion program.  He will be receiving his 
First Eucharist on August 30th.   I volunteer 
and teach his class however I do not take 
credit for this I believe it’s his parents and 
their strong religious family foundation.  

 

This story gave us  joy, encouragement and 
hope.  A small boy of 7 years old in public school 
had the courage to write about his hero being 
God, where normally they write about today’s 
superheroes. Today parents are finding it 
difficult to stand up to public schools but maybe 
this story will give encouragement that we 
(Catholics/Christians) can stand tall and be 
strong. Of course, his teacher was Catholic so 
she left the story as is and passed it on to us. 

Faith Watch “Heros”
By Carmen Aaenson 

Senior Associate, Department of Religious Education

Here’s a very nice paragraph  
written from a 7 year old boy  
in a Petaluma PUBLIC SCHOOL.   
The DRE at St. Vincent shared it.  
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L as celebraciones locales de la Fiesta del Corpus Christi fueron 
un comienzo importante para el Reavivamiento Eucarístico en 

nuestra nación que durara tres años. En la edición de marzo-abril 
de North Coast Catholic señalé la importancia de la catequesis 
parroquial sobre la Eucaristía y enumeré una serie de posibles 
recursos para esta catequesis. Durante los próximos meses quiero 
contribuir, de alguna pequeña manera, a la catequesis de la 
Diócesis a través de esta columna. Preveo tres secciones distintas: 
Primero, la Presencia Eucarística de nuestro Señor. Segundo, el 
Santo Sacrificio de la Misa como el lugar o “evento” durante el cual 
se efectúa la transformación milagrosa del pan y el vino. Tercero, el 
significado de ‘comunión’ y la recepción de la Sagrada Comunión. 
Las noticias de mayo sobre la decisión Dobbs ‘filtrada’ de la Corte 
Suprema y la publicación real de la decisión en junio han ocupado 
los titulares, y con razón, pero no quiero que la importancia del 
Reavivamiento Eucarístico sea eclipsada por Dobbs.

Primero, la Presencia Eucarística de nuestro Señor bajo la forma 
simple de pan o vino. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica tiene esta 
sencilla formula: “En el corazón de la celebración eucarística están 
el pan y el vino que, por las palabras de Cristo y la invocación 
del Espíritu Santo, se convierten en el cuerpo y la sangre de 
Cristo” (CIC# 1333) . Las palabras que provocan esta milagrosa 
“transubstanciación” son simplemente las palabras del mismo 
Jesús: ESTE ES MI CUERPO. ESTE ES EL CALIZ DE MI SANGRE. 
Cuando estas palabras son pronunciadas por el sacerdote sobre el 
pan y el vino, todo Cristo se hace verdadera, real y sustancialmente 
presente. Jesús está “contenido” en el Sacramento de la Santísima 
Eucaristía bajo las apariencias externas de pan y vino. No se cambia 
nada sobre las apariencias externas del pan o el vino. Mantienen 
los mismos componentes elementales y químicos. Todavía se 
ven, saben y huelen como el pan y el vino que eran antes de la 
consagración. Bajo un microscopio, la hostia consagrada sería igual 
de cualquier hostia no consagrada. Entonces, ¿cómo ‘sabemos’ que 
este simple pan es o no es verdadera y sustancialmente el Cuerpo 
y la Sangre de Cristo? Lo sabemos por fe. Fe en las palabras de 
Jesús. Fe en la enseñanza constante de la Iglesia. Fe, reforzada por 
el testimonio de innumerables mártires a lo largo de los siglos. Fe 
reforzada por la multitud de Milagros Eucarísticos, algunos de los 
cuales han sido catalogados por el Beato Carlo Acutis: http://www.
miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html.

Los milagros eucarísticos no son “pruebas”, sino que son 
acontecimientos extraordinarios que no tienen explicación científica 
y, como tales, pueden ser ayudas útiles y fecundas para nuestra 
fe. Estos milagros nos ayudan a ir más allá de lo visible y lo 
tangible considerando la posibilidad de la existencia de algo más 
allá de este mundo. Aunque hay cientos, si no miles, de milagros 
eucarísticos, sería un gran error que cualquiera “esperara” que 
un milagro tan manifiesto ocurriera en su Iglesia o en una Misa 
a la que asisten. Podemos ser edificados leyendo acerca de los 
milagros que han sido registrados. Al estudiarlos, nuestra propia fe 
eucarística puede fortalecerse. Es importante tener en cuenta que la 
“fe” no significa que de alguna manera creamos la realidad en la 
que creemos. La Eucaristía no es para mí el Cuerpo y la Sangre de 
Cristo porque así lo crea, sino porque la Iglesia me enseña que es 
el Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo y, por la gracia de Dios, lo creo. Una 
revisión de los milagros eucarísticos puede fortalecer nuestra fe y 
profundizar nuestra resolución de vivir una vida más coherente con 
el corazón de nuestro Señor, a quien creemos que está totalmente 
presente en la Eucaristía.

Una de las consecuencias de esta nuestra fe Eucarística 
es que Cristo, bajo la apariencia de un simple pan y vino, es 
extremadamente vulnerable, incluso indefenso, a menos que se 
produzca un milagro. Así, alguien que no cree en la presencia del 
Señor y comulga, recibe al mismo Jesús que nosotros recibimos, 
pero esa persona no ofrece reverencia, reconocimiento, gratitud 
ni honor al Señor porque no reconoce que ha recibió al Señor. 
Desafortunadamente, muchos de los que reciben y afirman creer lo 
que enseña la Iglesia no ofrecen mayor reverencia, reconocimiento, 
gratitud ni honor al Señor al igual que aquellos que no reconocen 
Su Presencia Eucarística en absoluto. Por lo tanto, la necesidad de 
un Reavivamiento Eucarístico Nacional.

Ore por mí como prometo orar por usted.

Reverendísimo 
Robert F. Vasa
Obispo de Santa Rosa

en Español
DEL OBISPO

REAVIVAMIENTO  
EUCARISTICO NACIONAL  

- I -
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REAVIVAMIENTO  
EUCARISTICO NACIONAL  

- I -

U n sacerdote exorcista español 
aseguró que el Santo Rosario “es 

un arma de destrucción masiva contra 
los ataques” del diablo y de “sus lacayos 
seguidores de este mundo”.

En declaraciones a ACI Prensa, el 
P. Francisco Torres Ruiz, sacerdote de 
la diócesis de Plasencia (España) y 
encargado del ministerio del exorcismo, 
respondió a un artículo publicado en la 
revista estadounidense The Atlantic por 
Daniel Panneton, que calificó al Santo 
Rosario como un “símbolo extremista” 
y lo relacionó con el rifle de asalto 
semiautomático AR-15.

“Así como el rifle AR-15 se ha 
convertido en un objeto sagrado para 
los nacionalistas cristianos en general, 
el rosario ha adquirido un significado 
militarista para los católicos radicales-
tradicionales”, escribió Panneton.

Panneton dijo luego que una 
“comprensión extremista de la guerra 
espiritual anula” la enseñanza cristiana 
de “amar y perdonar a sus enemigos”.

El título original del artículo en 
The Atlantic fue “Cómo el Rosario se 
convirtió en un símbolo extremista”, pero 
ante las crecientes críticas fue cambiado 
por “Cómo la cultura extremista está 
tratando de cooptar el Rosario”.

Para el P. Torres Ruiz, Panneton 
“habla desde una clara ignorancia”, y es 

necesario “aclararle algunas ideas a este 
joven periodista para su formación, para 
su corrección y para salvarle también de 
la ignorancia”.

En primer lugar, indicó el sacerdote 
exorcista, podría considerarse “un elogio 
que compares el Rosario con un AR 15”, 
pues “es verdad, el Rosario es un arma 
de asalto contra las fuerzas del mal”.

“Es más, diría yo, es un arma de 
destrucción masiva contra los ataques, 
trampas y mentiras de Satanás y sus 
lacayos seguidores de este mundo”, 
expresó.

El P. Torres Ruiz aseguró además que 
“se consigue más rezando el Rosario de 
rodillas que con mil manifestaciones o 
con mil campañas publicitarias”.

“Salvaremos a más niños del aborto 
rezando de rodillas el Rosario frente a 
una clínica abortista, o con una señora 
anciana desde su casa en la soledad, que 
con más manifestaciones o cualquier otra 
cosa de tipo de banderías humanas”, 
dijo.

El sacerdote español destacó luego 
que “gracias a este artículo” publicado 
en The Atlantic “vemos que los enemigos 
de la Iglesia temen la oración como el 
mismo Lucifer la teme, y mucho más al 
Santo Rosario”.

Por lo tanto, indicó, esta publicación 
“nos da más ánimos para seguir rezando, 

Exorcista Asegura  
Que El Rosario  

Es Un “Arma De 
Destrucción Masiva”  

Contra El Diablo
 

August 17, 2022 | David Ramos
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High School administration teams 
on a field trip to a  

Bay Area high school.  

Building strength and rapport  
as we begin  

THE  

2022-2023  
ACADEMIC YEAR!

para seguir difundiendo, como 
quiso la Virgen María, el rezo del 
Rosario”.

La verdadera “guerra 
espiritual” católica

El P. Francisco Torres Ruiz 
criticó además que el escritor de 
The Atlantic hable de la guerra 
espiritual cristiana “como si 
nosotros lanzáramos a nuestras 
huestes a una guerra santa, al 
tipo de la yihad”.

El exorcista precisó que la 
guerra espiritual de la que habla 
la Iglesia Católica “se inició 
desde el origen del mundo, 
cuando el demonio quiso atacar 
a Adán y Eva y los hizo caer 
en pecado. Y Dios prometió la 
salvación en Génesis 3,15”.

Esta es una “guerra 
espiritual”, explicó, “que no 
acabará hasta el final de los 
tiempos, cuando vuelva el Señor, 
porque en Apocalipsis 12,17 
dice que el dragón se marchó 
a hacer la guerra a los que 
guardan los mandamientos de 
Dios y mantienen el testimonio 
de Jesús”. 

Por esto, dijo el sacerdote 
exorcista, “los cristianos estamos 
en guardia siempre, y los medios 
para librar y ganar, además, esta 
batalla son fundamentalmente 
tres: La eucaristía, el rezo del 
Rosario y la caridad fraterna”.

El P. Torres Ruiz subrayó que 
estas son “tres armas poderosas 
a las que el demonio y sus 
lacayos de este mundo, repito, 
temen”.

“Seguiremos en esta 
guerra espiritual, seguiremos 
usando nuestras armas sin 
complejos”, señaló, dirigiéndose 
a periodistas como Panneton, 
“porque a diferencia de vuestras 
políticas 2030 y de vuestras 
guerras y políticas humanas, 
nosotros no verteremos sangre 
inocente de nadie, pues ya 
tuvimos a Uno, el Inocente por 

excelencia que la vertió, Nuestro 
Señor Jesucristo, y que la sigue 
vertiendo hoy día en cada cáliz 
del altar de cada iglesia de este 
mundo”.

Un santo que respondió a las 
agresiones con Avemarías

El sacerdote recordó también 
un episodio de la vida de San 
Josemaría Escrivá, fundador del 
Opus Dei, quien vivió el clima 
“muy anticlerical” que existía en 
España durante los años previos 
a la Guerra Civil, que estalló en 
1936.

“Lo cuenta el mismo San 
Josemaría”, dijo el P. Torres 
Ruiz, señalando que mientras el 
fundador del Opus Dei caminaba 
por una calle en Madrid 
“unos albañiles comenzaron 
a insultarle y a tirarle como 
yeso y cosas de esas, por ser 
sacerdote”.

“Entonces, San Josemaría 
dice que su reacción fue darse 
la vuelta, seguir andando y dice 
‘ahora yo les voy a apedrear con 
Avemarías’”.

“Y se puso a rezar muchas 
Avemarías por todos y cada uno 
de los albañiles que lo estaban 
despreciando”, señaló.  

SEPTEMBER
Rev. Peter Talcott 

Sept 7th, 1975

Taiye, Rev. Obada       
Sept 15th, 2007

PRIESTLY  
ORDINATION 

ANNIVERSARIES
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AND HERE’S WHAT  

“THE YOUTH”  

ARE UP TO...

MAKING MEALS | groups worked in shifts 
each day to make nearly 300 meals. they also 
produced a Vacation Bible School at Betty’s 
homeless shelter for a few kids.

SERVING THE STREETS | Betty took small groups of students to 
the streets and alleys that homeless are entrenched in. They provided 
meals, hygiene kits, and witnessed the gospel. 

GROUP HSU SHOT | The group and all local residents that assisted 
them gathered on the last evening at the HSU Newman Center. 
Fellowship, food, and testimonies were shared.

HARD WORK | students were challenged to do some heavy lifting around Betty’s properties
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CARITAS CENTER  
brings together housing services  

Catholic Charities has championed  
in Sonoma County for years.

CARITAS VILLAGE IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN OFFERING SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

To get the latest information go to:  
www.caritas-village.org
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TUBBS FIRE ANNIVERSARY 
GATHERING AT CARDINAL NEWMAN

October 9, 2022 is the fifth year anniversary of the Tubbs Fire that significantly damaged Cardinal Newman  
and St. Rose Catholic School. To commemorate this moment, we’re hosting a “Gathering with Gratitude” so please 
save the date. The day will include a Mass, lunch, and school tours, but we will also install and dedicate a statue of St. 

Angela de Merici in the median to welcome all visitors to both campuses. The statue is a gift from the Marian Sisters and 
serves to unify us all under the idea of “serviam” (I serve), a concept fostered in both schools and the Convent. In addition, 
the charism serviam is in honor of the first responders and community members who served our needs following the fire.  

SAVE THE DATE IN THE MEANTIME | OCTOBER 9, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

A NEW DAY
For ten years, Sandi was a dedicated live-in nurse for a single client, someone she considered family. 

When he passed away last year, she lost her entire income. Even worse, her husband Alofa was laid off. 
The Family Supper Center staff rallied to find home for her entire family.  And now they’re back to work! 
In Sandi’s words, “In our new apartment, we feel safe again. We are at peace.” They’ve begun saving to 
become first-time homebuyers. 

A HOME FOR STELLA AND ISSAC
The high cost of California rent took its toll on Stella’s finances. She lost her housing. For months, Stella 
lived worked out of her car. The situation became more serious when she became pregnant. Stella found 
hope at the Family Support Center. Stella had a place to give birth to beautiful baby Isaac. This Christmas, 
her family found home. 

A HOME FOR VETERANS
Bradley, a veteran, served our country as a Navy Medic and explosive ordnance disposal tech. A 
catastrophic accident nearly cost him his life. Things got worse for Bradly after his daughter passed away 
unexpectedly. He fell into homelessness. Four years later, he met the staff at the Homeless Services Center. 
The services he received helped him get back on his feet. He found stable permanent housing at The Palms 
Inn, a model for the housing in Caritas Homes. At The Palms Inn, he has a supportive community that helps 
him thrive.

MARCUS STANDS TALL AGAIN
Marcus was a victim of a hit-and-run that changed his life forever. Covered in deep wounds and a fractured 
leg, it would take months for him fully recover. Without a home to call his own, it could have taken even 
longer. The Catholic Charities Nightingale Respite Shelter was just what he needed. Compassionate case 
management and steady help from visiting nurses made it possible. for Marcus to heal in a safe environment, 
away from the dangers of the streets and the pandemic. A month later, Marcus rose from his wheelchair and 
stood tall in his new living room. For the first time in over six years, he will spend this Christmas Season in 
stable, permanent housing.

Here’s a glimpse of who Caritas Village will serve. 
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Diocese of Santa Rosa - Department of Religious Education 
Presents its annual 

Religious Education Congress:  “The Church and the Most Holy Eucharist” 
 

Saturday, September 24, 2022   8:30am - 4pm                
Held at Cardinal Newman School,  4320 Old Redwood Hwy., Santa Rosa 

TO REGISTER VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT: 
Carmen Perez Aanenson, Diocese of Santa Rosa, Department of Religious Education 

dre@srdiocese.org    (707) 566-3366 New Fax  (707) 791-7495      www.srdiocese.org 

Registration: 
 Registration opens in August 2022 
 Variety of topics 
 Brochure with workshop descriptions available     

August 2022. 
 Due to limited seating please register early, work-

shops fill up quickly. 
 Register by sending in your registration form or  

Please forward your name, mailing address, and the 
number of tickets you request to our email address by 
Sept. 14th.   dre@srdiocese.org 

 If you have not attended SR Congress in the past you 
can request a brochure by email. 

Schedule                                     Saturday,  September 24, 2022 
8:00 AM - 8:30 AM  On site Registration & Program book pickup  
8:30 AM      Holy Mass   (gym)  
9:10 AM - 10:20 AM Keynote Address  
10:30 AM - 11:30 PM Guest Speaker 
11:40 AM - 12:40 PM Guest Speaker 
12:40 PM -  1:30 PM      Lunch/Visit Exhibits 
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM         Guest Speaker  
2:40 PM - 3:40 PM         Plenary Speaker  
3:45 PM   Closing Prayer and Raffle   (gym) 

Information: 
Location: 
SR Congress is held at Cardinal Newman High School Campus, located in Santa Rosa. The gym is one of the main locations of con-
gress events, including opening liturgy, speakers and the keynotes.  The gym is located at 4320 Old Redwood Hwy, Santa Rosa. 
Cost:  FREE. 
Registration is FREE.  You must register to guarantee a seat.   The Free Admission covers all talks (tickets are required), liturgies 
and exhibits.   

 Early bird registration by September  14th -  deadline this guarantees a seat at the event. 
 After the deadline and on the day of event it will be first come first serve.  If no seats no entry to event and/or talks.  
 Registrations received after the deadline is at risk of not being processed.  

 Rev. Hezekias Carnazzo 
 Rev. Thomas Nelson, O. Praem 

WE ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT SOME OF OUR SPEAKERS: 

On Saturday, September 24th, the Diocese of Santa Rosa will present a day of prayer and fellowship for all adults in the Diocese.    
This year’s theme,  “The Church and the Most Holy Eucharist”. 

 
The variety of talks available throughout the day are excellent resources for formation and enrichment for you and for your     

communities faith.  The opportunity to listen and be renewed by the wisdom offered truly a gift and a blessing. 

Facility: 
 There will be Ministries & Exhibitors showcasing 

Books & Gifts.  
 Coffee, & doughnuts will be provided.    
 Bottled water will be available. 

Lunch:  You have the following choices 
 Bring your own lunch. 
 A food truck will be available and parked on campus. 
 Nearby fast food restaurants 

 Rev. Raul Lemus  
 Rubén Quezada  
 Deacon Sergio Velazquez 

 Mark Brumley 
 Deacon Dance Farrell 
 Deacon Dave Gould 
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La Diócesis de Santa Rosa - Departamento de Educación Religiosa 
Presenta su anual 

 

Congreso de Educación Religiosa   “La Iglesia y la Santísima Eucaristía” 
Sábado, 24 de septiembre de 2022 8:30 am - 4pm          

Tendrá lugar en La escuela Cardinal Newman, 4320 Old Redwood Hwy., Santa Rosa 

El 24 de septiembre, la Diócesis de Santa Rosa ofrecerá un día de oración y compartimiento para todos los adultos en la Diócesis.  
El Tema es “La Iglesia y la Santísima Eucaristía” 

 
La variedad de talleres y charlas presentadas durante el día es valiosa.  Recursos de formación y enriquecimiento para ustedes y 
para sus comunidades de fe.   La oportunidad de escuchar y de renovarse con la sabiduría ofrecida por los conferencistas es un 

verdadero don y una bendición. 

Estamos contentos presentar a algunos de nuestros presentadores:  

PARA REGISTRARSE VISITA EL WEBSITE O CONTACTO: 
Carmen Perez Aanenson, Diócesis de Santa Rosa, Departamento de educación religiosa  
dre@srdiocese.org        (707) 566-3366        Fax  (707) 791-7495     www.srdiocese.org 

Registración: 
 Registros se abren en agosto de 2022. 
 Variedad de temas. 
 El folleto con descripciones de los talleres están disponi-

bles en agosto. 
 Como tenemos una cantidad limitada de asientos por 

favor regístrese temprano.  Los talleres se llenan rá-
pidamente. 

 Regístrese enviando su registro o Envié su nombre, di-
rección postal y la cantidad de boletos que solicita a 
nuestra dirección de correo electrónico antes del 14 de 
septiembre. 

 Si no ha asistido al congreso en el pasado puede solicitar 
un folleto por el correo electrónico. 

Información: 
Lugar : 
El Congreso de Educación Religiosa tendrá lugar en las instalaciones del Colegio Cardenal Newman en Santa Rosa.  Liturgia se 
celebrara en el gimnasio.  El gimnasio esta en 4320 Old Redwood Hwy.    
Costo: gratuito. 
La inscripción es gratuita. Debes regístrate para garantizar un asiento. La entrada gratuita cubre todos las talleres, liturgias y exhi-
biciones. (debe de presentar sus boletos de inscripción para entrar a los talleres). 

Temprano registro.  fecha límite.   Antes del 14 de septiembre. garantiza un asiento en el evento.                                       
Si no hay asientos no hay entrada al evento y/o talleres. 
Las inscripciones recibidas después de la fecha limite corren el riesgo de no ser procesadas. 

Horario                          Sábado, 24 de septiembre de 2022 
8:00 AM - 8:30 AM            Inscripciones y Recoja su libro de programa 
8:30 AM                   Santa Misa  (el gimnasio)       
9:10 AM - 10:20 AM           La Conferencia Magistral    
10:30 AM - 11:30 PM        Orador Invitado 
11:40 AM - 12:40 PM Orador Invitado 
12:40 PM -  1:30 PM          Almuerzo/Vista a Exhibiciones 
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM             Orador Invitado  
2:40 PM - 3:40 PM             Conferencia de clausura   
3:45 PM                              La Oración de clausura y rifa  

 Rev. Raul Lemus  
 Rubén Quezada  
 Diacono Sergio Velazquez 

 Mark Brumley 
 Deacon Dance Farrell 
 Deacon Dave Gould 

La Facilidad: 
 Habrá una sección de exhibición de libros y regalos. 
 Café y pan de dulce se ofrecen durante el día.    
 Agua de botella estará disponible. 

Almuerzo: 
 Puede traer comida. 
 Habrá una lonchera en el lugar vendiendo comida. 
 Pueden salir a comprar afuera, porque hay lugares cercanos de comida rápida. 

 Rev. Hezekias Carnazzo 
 Rev. Thomas Nelson, O. Praem 
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SAINTS 
for 

SEPTEMBER+OCTOBER

13

15

14 14

29

  1. September 01: St. Giles
  2.  September 02:  Blessed John Du Lau and the 

September Martyrs
  3.  September 03:  St. Gregory the Great
  4.  September 04:  St. Rose of Viterbo
  5.  September 05:  St. Lawrence Justinian
  6.  September 06: Blessed Bertrand
  7.  September 07:  Blessed John Duckett and 

Blessed Ralph Corby
  8.  September 08:  Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
  9.  September 09: St. Peter Claver
10.  September 10:  St. Nicholas of Tolentino
11. September 11:  Blessed Louis of Thuringia
12.  September 12: St. Eanswida
13. September 13:  St. John Chrysostom
14. September 14: T riumph of the Cross
15. September 15:  Our Lady of Sorrows
16. September 16:  St. Cornelius and St. Cyprian
17. September 17:  St. Robert Bellarmine
18. September 18:  St. Joseph of Cupertino
19. September 19: St. Januarius
20. September 20:  St. Andrew Kim Taegon

21. September 21: St. Matthew
22. September 22:  St. Thomas of Villanova
23. September 23:  St. Pius of Petrelcina
24. September 24: St. Pacifus
25. September 25: St. Sergius
26. September 26:  St. Cosmas and St. Damien
27. September 27:  St. Vincent De Paul
28. September 28:  St. Lawrence Ruiz and 

Companions
29. September 29:  St. Michael, St. Gabriel,  

St. Raphael
30. September 30:  St. Jerome
31. October 01:  St. Theresa of the Child Jesus
32. October 02: Guardian Angels
33. October 03: St. Gerard of Brogne
34. October 04: St. Francis of Assisi
35. October 05: St. Flora of Beaulieu
36. October 06: St. Bruno
37. October 07: Our Lady of the Rosary
38. October 08: St. Simeon
39. October 09: St. Denis and Companions
40. October 10: Eleven Martyrs of Almeria, Spain

41. October 11: St. Kenneth
42. October 12: St. Felix and St. Cyprian
43. October 13: St. Edward
44. October 14: St. Callistus I
45. October 15: St. Teresa of Avila
46. October 16: St. Margaret Mary
47. October 17: St. Ignatius of Antioch
48. October 18: St. Luke
49. October 19:  St. Isaac Jogues, St. John De 

Brebeuf and companions
50. October 20: St. Paul of the Cross
51. October 21: St. Hilarion
52. October 22: Blessed Timothy Giaccardo
53. October 23: St. John Capistrano
54. October 24: St. Anthony Claret
55. October 25: Blessed Richard Gwyn
56. October 26: St. Evaristus
57. October 27: Blessed Contardo Ferrini
58. October 28: St. Simon and St. Jude
59. October 29: St. Narcissus
60. October 30: St. Alphonsus Rodriguez
61. October 31: St. Foillan

3

8

18 21 23
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CONTACT PATTY BROOKS  
FOR PRICING/OFFERS   

P: 714-323-9972  
e: advertising@srdiocese.org

The North Coast Catholic provides a quality, informative 
publication to 40,000 homes throughout the diocese 

of Santa Rosa comprising of Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma counties. 

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

SPECIAL RATES

AVAILABLE

41. October 11: St. Kenneth
42. October 12: St. Felix and St. Cyprian
43. October 13: St. Edward
44. October 14: St. Callistus I
45. October 15: St. Teresa of Avila
46. October 16: St. Margaret Mary
47. October 17: St. Ignatius of Antioch
48. October 18: St. Luke
49. October 19:  St. Isaac Jogues, St. John De 

Brebeuf and companions
50. October 20: St. Paul of the Cross
51. October 21: St. Hilarion
52. October 22: Blessed Timothy Giaccardo
53. October 23: St. John Capistrano
54. October 24: St. Anthony Claret
55. October 25: Blessed Richard Gwyn
56. October 26: St. Evaristus
57. October 27: Blessed Contardo Ferrini
58. October 28: St. Simon and St. Jude
59. October 29: St. Narcissus
60. October 30: St. Alphonsus Rodriguez
61. October 31: St. Foillan

Thank You
 

The Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa  
extend thanks for your prayers and support  

May God bless you,  
and Mary keep you!  

Napa

Women’s
Center

Featuring special 
guest speaker

Abby Johnson 
Former Planned Parenthood Clinic Manager

Author of Unplanned and founder of 
And Then There Were None

Fall Gala

 DinnerSave TheDate
Saturday

November 12, 2022
@ St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Napa
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◆ THE SONG OF ASCENTS
Lives of Rage and Stillness

This book tells the powerful stories of 
lives laid bare by love, that spurred 

acclaimed English biographer Tom Hiney
up the ragged mountain of his own con-
version from atheism to Catholicism. 
This is a visceral study of faith in which 
the holiness of other people leads Hin-
ey to learn that, amidst great challenges, 
anything is possible with God.
     A medieval king awaiting a Viking in-
vasion, a Jesuit evangelist at the court 
of Akbar, a composer in Communist Po-
land,  a trapped Arctic whaling vessel, and 
more, become unlikely companions in 
Hiney’s dramatic journey to Christ. 
SOAP . . . Sewn So� cover, $17.95

“A cogent and courageously written book, 
Storytelling and truth-seeking at its best!”
—Joseph Pearce,  Author, Literary Converts 

“Written with deep insights and the master-
ful pen of an accomplished biographer. A 
delightful and heart-pulsing read!”  
—Steve Ray, Author, Crossing the Tiber

“Hiney, an absorbing and engaging writer, 
o� ers a deeply satisfying book that looks at 
di� erent people in various times and places, 
and sees the hand of God.”  
—Sally Read, Author, Night’s Bright Darkness: 
A Modern Conversion Story

◆ A HIKER’S GUIDE 
TO PURGATORY — A Novel

A� er lying unconscious in a hospital, 
77 yr. old attorney Dan Geary � nds 

himself in the middle of a rolling, poly-
chrome landscape, and realizes he is in the 
a� erlife. With a hiking pack on his back, 
he starts walking toward the far-o�  moun-
tains, but he � nds there is no trail, no map, 
no signage, and feels in his bones: this is 
Purgatory.
    Surprised by so much beauty and the 
feeling of deep hope, yet he starts recog-
nizing his tangled, imperfect, o� en wasted 
life, and wonders if he will ever be ready to 
meet God. With confessional honesty and 
a sense of humor, author Michael Norton
reimagines the puri� cation of the a� erlife 
as a tough journey, saturated with faith, 
hope, and love—and with overwhelming 
beauty.      HGPP . . . Sewn So� cover, $16.95

“A book of rare value, a you-are-there broad-
cast from the beyond. But be warned: this 
soul has lots to learn!”   —David Pinault, 
Author, Providence Blue: A Fantasy Quest

“� ere's nothing quite like this book! It's 
both a narrative ‘page turner’ that hooks us, 
and a theologically orthodox picture of Pur-
gatory that’s positive, even happy.”
— Peter Kree� , Author, Heaven: � e Heart’s 
Deepest Longing

◆ DEATH OF A SCHOLAR
A Father Gabriel Mystery

While spending a few days of re-
laxation at his old Cambridge 

College with Arthur Kingsley, his friend 
from student days and a respected sci-
entist, Father Gabriel gets the shattering 
news that Kingsley’s brilliant young 
protégé has been found dead in her 
laboratory, after what appears a tragic 
accident. But Gabriel’s instincts tell him 
that her death was a little too perfect-
ly staged to have been an accident, and he 
struggles to lay aside his personal loyalties 
and confront the possibility that there are 
dark secrets lurking behind her death. 
    � is fourth book in the popular Father 
Gabriel series by Fiorella De Maria ex-
amines the moral mine� eld of the com-
plicity of scientists in the manufacture of 
weapons of mass destruction.       
DASP . . . Sewn So� cover, $16.95

“Evocative of the golden age of detective 
fiction. This intriguing murder mystery 
entertains while exploring the legacy of war 
and the need for justice and reconciliation.”
—Rhonda Ortiz, Author, In Pieces

“It’s hard to believe that a story which is this 
much fun could be this good for the soul! 
So good that I’ve been using this novel 
as lectio divina. � ere’s real theology here.”
—Fr. Augustine Wetta, O.S.B, 
Author, Humility Rules

Fr. Augustine Wetta
Author, Humility Rules

www.ignatius.com
(800) 651-1531P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

STORiES THAT 
ENTERTAiN, ENGAGE, ENLiGHTEN
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