
 

  
  

December 11, 2022  •  Third Sunday of Advent   



Parish Administration Office 
3198 Schieck Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15227 
 

(412) 884-7744 
Fax (412) 884-2300 
 

www.blessedtrinitypgh.org 
Email 
blessedtrinity@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Worship Sites 
St. Albert 
3198 Schieck Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15227 
 

St. Basil 
1735 Brownsville Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15210 
 

Holy Angels 
408 Baldwin Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15207 
 

St. Sylvester 
3754 Brownsville Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
 

St. Wendelin 
2728 Custer Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
 

Sacraments 
Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:00 pm ............................ St. Albert 
4:00 pm ............................... St. Basil 
4:00 pm ........................ St. Sylvester 
6:00 pm ........................ Holy Angels 
 

Sunday Mass
8:00 am ............................ St. Albert 
9:00 am ............................... St. Basil 
9:30 am ........................ Holy Angels 
10:00 am ...................... St. Sylvester 
11:00 am .......................... St. Albert 

Confessions 
Saturday 
8:30 am ........................ Holy Angels 

(After Mass  •  Until 9:30 am) 
9:00 am ........................ St. Sylvester 

(Until 10:00 am) 
11:00 am ............................. St. Basil 

(Until 12:00 pm) 
 

Clergy Serving 

Our Community 
Pastor 
Rev. Stephen A. Kresak 
skresak@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Sr. Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Robert J. Ahlin 
rahlin@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Sr. Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Ken Sparks 
ksparks@diopitt.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Levi D. Hartle 
lhartle@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Deacon 
Michael J. Babcock 
mbabcock@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Deacon 
James R. Grab 
jgrab@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Deacon 
Daniel E. Nizan 
dnizan@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Deacon 
Andrew J. White 
awhite@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Deacon 
Timothy B. Zenchak 
tzenchak@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Seminarian 
Alec Scheuer…………………....ext. 225 
ascheuer@blessedtrinitypgh.net 

 

 

 

Parish Staff Serving Our 

Community 
Business Manager 
Deacon Andrew White ....... ext. 204 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Daniel E. Nizan .................... ext. 207 
Administrative Assistants 
Mary Ann Negley ................ ext. 201 
mnegley@blessedtrinitypgh.net  
 

Cheryl DePretis ................... ext. 200 
cdepretis@blessedtrinitypgh.net  
 

Bulletin Editor 
Cindy Depretis..................... ext. 205 
bulletin@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
Tommy Hoffman  
thoffman@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Assistant Music Directors 
Eileen Hite 
ehite@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Paul White 
 
 

Youth Ministry  
Nicholas Wolf ...................... ext. 220 
nwolf@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 
 

Safe Environment & 
Ministry Coordinator 
Lou Ann Shannon .............. ext. 223 
safeenvironment@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
ministries@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Religious Education Team 
Carolyn Eisenbarth ............. ext. 222 
ceisenbarth@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Elaine Garfold ..................... ext. 221 
egarfold@blessedtrinitypgh.net 
 

Maintenance Team 
Jeff Jenney 
Len Lis 
Gene Werner 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Blessed Trinity Catholic Parish  •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania                                                                  3 

 
 
 
 
Blessed Trinity Parish is a welcoming & 
all-inclusive family.  Everyone is 
welcomed in our parish and to our 
celebrations. 
 
Expect warm welcomes, regardless of 
who you are, where you are from, or 
where you are following the Lord in 
life. 
 
We have multiple celebrations of Mass 
in multiple locations on both Saturday 
and Sunday.  Please see the schedule 
of masses on page 2  of this bulletin, 
and come join us and bring a family 
member or friend as well! 
 
If you would like to join us for Mass, 
but can only arrive in the middle of our 
celebration, please do not feel 
embarrassed. We are happy to have 
others join us for Mass even if and 
when they enter in the middle of our 
celebration.  Everyone is welcome at 
every and any moment!  You are never 
a bother to us and we understand that 
life happens! 
 
Cleanliness and Modesty are 
appreciated and respected, know that 
we thank you in advance for trying not 
to dress in ways that could distract 
others from our praise of the Lord and 
our celebration of the Church's 
sacraments.  Please know, however, 
that having you join us as you are,  is 
more important to us. 
 
Remember! God loves you for who you 
are, as you are, and so do we! 

Welcome 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU 
Blessed Trinity Parish will have the doors open 
and lights on for Confession. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022 
            11:00 AM-12:00 Noon   St. Albert 
              6:00 PM-   8:00 PM       St. Basil 
                      6:00 PM-   9:00 PM       St. Sylvester 

REJOICE! THE LORD IS NEAR! 
Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete is Latin 
for Rejoice and we rejoice because Christmas day is 
almost here but more importantly because the coming 

of the Lord is near. The readings for this Sunday help us think about 
the signs of salvation. The first reading depicts a time and land 
when all sorrow and mourning will be gone and the Lord will bring 
joy and gladness. The second reading reminds us to patiently wait 
for the Lord’s coming is near. In the gospel Jesus tells us that in or-
der to decide what we believe, we must look at what is happening 
before us. Lately, looking at what is happening around us can bring 
despair. It seems as though gun violence and rampant crime make 
up most of the news. With what seems to be constant violent 
weather across the country, we cannot help but to wonder what is 
going on with our earth and where the Lord is. Christmas time is 
supposed to be the most joyful time of the year, especially for us as 
Christians but it is when the suicide rate is at its highest. Although 
this time of the year may not be the worst of times, it is not always 
the best of time for everyone. Even in our own lives there may be 
difficulties and tragedy. In spite of all of this, if we look hard 
enough, we will see glimpses of Christ’s presence and work among 
us. Seeing that is enough reason for us to rejoice. More important-
ly, we can provide the light of hope for others this time of the year 
by preparing the way for Jesus’ kingdom with our words and our 
deeds thus helping them to see Him as well and find a reason to 
rejoice this season. The feelings we experience by helping others to 
feel the Heart of Christ, by being the eyes, ears, hands of Jesus to 
others in our world is a good reason to REJOICE! 
Between now and Christmas, consider how you might help some-
one you know who is struggling to find a reason to rejoice in 
Christ’s presence and love! 
 

Something you and/or your family can do be-
tween now and Christmas that I learned when I 
was young. Put an empty manger in a special 
place in your home. Have a little box of pieces of 
straw or something similar next to it. Each mem-
ber of your family puts a piece of straw in the manger every time 
they do a kind deed or make a sacrifice for someone else. It is a 
great way to represent each person’s attempt to prepare a special 
place for the baby Jesus in their hearts.  
                         
                          — Fr. Steve 
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Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, December 12 
  8:30 am     Dr. Angelo Cafaro: 
                      Lee Scuticchio & Family…………....St. Sylvester         
  9:00 am     Tom Scherer: 
                      Patricia & Vern Sherwood…............St. Albert 
Tuesday, December 13 
  8:30 am     Arthur Barrera: 
   Barrera Family…………..................Holy Angels 
  8:30 am     Stacy Frushell:       
                      Lee Scuticchio & Family...........….St. Sylvester 
  9:00 am     John Santucci: 
  Pat Gallagher...….…….....…...….………...St. Basil 
 Wednesday, December 14          
   8:30 am     Helen K Edler: 
   J Eric Peters Family….............…...St. Sylvester 
   9:00 am     Therese Lackner: 
   Eric & Mary Ruth Lackner……………..St. Albert 
   9:00 am     Marie Talamo: 
   Gloria McPhillips…...….……………..…...St. Basil  
Thursday, December 15 
   8:30 am     Charlotte Hagan: 
   Judge & Staff at District Court.….Holy Angels 
   9:00 am     Walters Family: 
   Joanne……………………...………...………...St. Basil 
Friday, December 16 
    8:30 am     Brother James F Fitzgerald C.P.: 
    Fitzgerald Family......………..….....Holy Angels 
    8:30 am     Edwin P Cleary Sr: 
                        Family……..….…...…….………........St. Sylvester 
    9:00 am     Irene Kicinski: 
                        Family………..…....…..……......….........St. Albert 
Saturday, December 17 
    8:30 am     George E & Linda M Wilmont: 
    Stephen & Rose Hutter…....……...Holy Angels 
    8:30 am     Donald P Nolte : 
    Donna Mae Nolte……...…......…..St. Sylvester 
    9:00 am     Living & Deceased Members of the Parish: 
    …………………….....………....…......….…....St. Basil 
 
Saturday, December 17  •  Vigil 
    4:00 pm     Ella Jarmulowski: 
    Geneo & Debbie Simeone..........St. Albert  ▪ SK 
    4:00 pm     Jack Manning: 
    Audrey Manning.…......................St. Basil  ▪ KS   
    4:00 pm     Maureen Ricchiuto: 
    Andrea Shawley………...........St. Sylvester  ▪ LH 
    6:00 pm     David Paterson: 
    Family……..………....................Holy Angels  ▪ BA 
 
 Sunday, December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent  
    8:00 am     Victor & Irene Mandela: 
    Lori Mandela………...……………....St. Albert  ▪ LH  
    9:00 am     JoAnn Farrell: 
    Deacon Tim & Family.….…...........St. Basil  ▪ KS 
    9:30 am     Violet Samulski 
    Andrea & John Paul Spina......Holy Angels ▪ SK 
  10:00 am   Jim & Pat Hein: 
    50th Wedding Anniversary...St. Sylvester  ▪ LH 
  11:00 am   Living & Deceased Members of the Parish: 
     ……….………...…...………………….…St. Albert  ▪ KS 
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Sanctuary  Candles 
 

St. Albert 
Charlotte Hagan 
From: A Friend & Neighbor                  
 

Richard Zolinas 
From: Family                       
 

 
 
 
St. Basil 
For the Protection of our 
Police Officers 
          
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Angels 
Jack & Pat Ruffing 
From: Pat Hobart       
           
  
 
 
 
St. Sylvester 
Gary Wesolowski 
From: Joanne            
          
 
 
 

Blessed Lord, accept this burning candle as a sign of 
my faith and love for You. 
 

Like this candle, I am ready to be used in your service 
without asking why and to what purpose. 
 

Even as this candle, I wish to stand in Your presence 
and to be consumed in the light and warmth of our 
Love. 
 

Please hear my prayer and, if it is Your will,  grant my 
petition.  
 

But above all, make me loyal and faithful to You in all 
circumstances of my life.  

Amen. 
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Please Pray… 
 

For Those Who Have Passed 
Our sympathy is extended to 
the families of:  
 

Theresa Senterfitt 
Susan Terleski 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them 
O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. 
 

 
 

 
 

For Those in the Military 
Protect them as they protect 
us. Bless them and their fam-
ilies for the selfless acts they  
perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name 
of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 
 

MSgt Kevin Clancy, PANG 
PO1 Leigh Dicks, USCG 
CPT Anthony Grolemund, ANG 
2dLt Megan Hirlehey, USAF 
HM2 Jared Kercell, USN 
PO3 Liam Loughrey, USN 
SFC Megan L. Lunardini, USA  
LCpl Zachery O’Halloran, USMC 
LCDR Jonathan Mocker, USN 
E3 Lucas Nizankiewicz, USN 
SGT Danilo Pascaretta, USA 
LCpl Thomas Rechtorik, USMC 
GySgt John Rethage, USMC 
NFOLT Mikaela Sakach, USN 
MAJ Drew Schaub, USA 
LT Michael Sokol, USN 
CSSA Elliot Stypula, USN 
CAPT Tyler Troesch, USAF 
MAJ Alex Teeney, USAF 
 

 

For Those who were Baptized 
 

Cassie Jo Schneider 
 
 
 

Who was Baptized into our 
Faith & Family. 
Congratulations to the Parents 

and Godparents! 

 Scripture Readings 
   For the Week of December 11, 2022 
      

        Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 
 Is 35:1-6a, 10;  
 Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10;  
 Jas 5:7-10;  
 Mt 11:2-11 
 
       Monday Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Zec 2:14-17; 
 Judith 13:18bcde, 19;  
 Lk 1:26-38 
 
       Tuesday Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and 
 Martyr 
 Zep 3:1-2,9-13;  
 Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23;  
 Mt 21:28-32 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, 
 Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25;  
 Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14;  
 Lk 7:18b-23 
 
     Thursday Is 54:1-10;  
  Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a & 13b;  
 Lk 7:24-30 
 
          Friday Is 56:1-3a, 6-8;  
 Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;  
 Jn 5:33-36 
 
     Saturday Gn 49:2, 8-10;  
 Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17;  
 Mt 1:1-17 
 
       Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Is 7:10-14;  
 Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Rom 1:1-7;  
 Mt 1:18-24 
    

For the Sick 
Please remember members 
of our parish who are in nurs-
ing homes, the homebound, 
the sick and their caregivers 
in your prayers.  May God’s 
mercy shine on them. 

Please pray for Patrick 
We ask for strength, Father, and 
comfort in this difficult time.  Be 
with Patrick and guard him with 
Your angels.  We pray that he 
regain health and recover fast.  
May he grow to become an in-
strument of Your love and hope. 
Guard his future, Lord, let all 
that he is going through remain 
temporary.  Be at his side.  
Amen. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve 
 4:00  PM   ST. ALBERT 
 4:00  PM   ST. BASIL 
 4:00  PM   HOLY ANGELS 
 4:00  PM  ST. SYLVESTER 
 9:00  PM   HOLY ANGELS 
10:00 PM   ST.SYLVESTER 
12:00 AM   ST. BASIL 

Christmas Day 
 8:00  AM   ST. ALBERT 
 9:00  AM   ST. BASIL 
 9:30  AM   HOLY ANGELS 
10:00 AM   ST. SYLVESTER 
11:00 AM   ST. ALBERT 
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Parish Events 
        
   

   Saturday/Sunday, December 10 & 11 
   Food Bank Collection 
   All Churches 
 

   Sunday,  December 11 
   1:00 pm RCIA 
   St. Albert Chapel 
   6:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
   St. Albert Chapel 
 

   Monday, December 12 
   9:45 am St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
   Parish Office Building 
   6:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe Talk            
   St. Albert Church 
  

   Tuesday, December 13 
   6:30 pm Bible Study 
   St. Albert Chapel 
   6:30 pm Pre-Baptism Training 
   Parish Office Building 
 

   Wednesday, December 14 
   The Light is ON for You 
   11:00 am—12:00 Noon 
   St. Albert Church 
   6:00 pm —8:00 pm 
 St. Basil Church 
 6:00 pm—9:00 pm 
 St. Sylvester Church  
   

 Thursday, December 15 
 10:00 Crochet Circle 
 Holy Angels School 
 6:30 pm Ladies of Charity Meeting 
 Parish Office Building 
    
 Sunday, December 18 
 1:00 pm RCIA 
 St. Albert Chapel 
   
    
     
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
   

God of joy, it is in Your love  
that we find lasting joy. 

Teach us to find joy in the gift 
 of Your Son, who came into 
this world with nothing, yet 

gave us everything.   
May His joy 

 fill our hearts and overflow 
 to all we encounter.    

Amen.  

THOUGHTS FROM OUR SEMINARIAN… 
Hello everyone, I hope each of you had a very blessed Thanks-
giving.  I can’t believe that we have already reached the 3rd 
Sunday of Advent already.  This means that we are only two 
weeks away from the celebration of Christmas!  I better hurry 
up with my Christmas shopping.  On a different note, I want to 
talk about a celebration in the Church that is very dear to my 
heart.   
On December 8th we celebrated the Solemnity of the Immacu-
late Conception.  This is the day which Mary was conceived in 
the womb of her mother St. Anne.  What is even more special 
about this conception is that Mary was free from the bondage 
of sin.  In other words, Mary never had original sin which came 
from the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve.  In 
1854 Pope Pius IX issued in an Apostolic constitution the dog-
ma that Mary from the moment of her conception was free 
from the power of original sin. 
When I was growing up in Northern Virginia, I always looked 
forward to going to the Basilica in Washington DC.  It so hap-
pens that the basilica is named in honor of the Immaculate 
Conception of Our Lady.  I loved seeing the many side chapels 
within the basilica as well as the large crypt church in the base-
ment.  If you have not had a chance to go to this wonderful 
place, I would recommend a trip there as it only takes a few 
hours by car.  This love for the basilica leads me to the next 
part of the story. 
In 2016, I was blessed to be hired as a youth minister in Wash-
ington, PA.  It so happens that the parish name was Immacu-
late Conception Parish.  I was lucky to have served that com-
munity as the youth minister for two years before entering the 
seminary to begin my training as a priest for the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh.  This seemed like Mary was following me every-
where.  I went to Mount St. Mary’s University for my under-
graduate studies.  My first job as a youth minister was at St. 
Mary of the Assumption Parish in Ohio and now, I was the 
youth minster at Immaculate Conception in Washington.  The 
Blessed Mother was definitely close to me in more ways than 
not.  
As we continue our Advent journey towards Christmas, let us 
not forget Our Lady.  Without her being conceived without sin, 
she would not be able to be the Theotokos which means “God-
bearer.” Only the one who was sinless could be the Mother of 
God.  As always, please keep me in your prayers as I continue 
to pray for each one of you every day. 
God Bless, 
—Alec 

Joy 
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ST. JUAN DIEGO AND 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Do you know St. Juan Diego?  Now, none of us 
can say we know him personally because he 
was born in 1474 in Mexico, but he is a really 
interesting saint whose story is a true inspira-
tion.  On December 9, 1531, Juan Diego, a poor 
Aztec Indian, was just walking along on his way to Mass when 
our Blessed Mother appeared to him. Mary spoke to Juan ask-
ing him to go to the bishop and request that a chapel be built 
in her honor on that hill.  The bishop doubted Juan’s story and 
requested time to think about it.  Mary appeared to Juan a sec-
ond time and Juan had to tell her about his failed attempt with 
the bishop.  Mary told him to go back the next day and repeat 
her wishes to the bishop. Juan honored Mary’s request and the 
bishop then asked for a sign from the Blessed Mother.  Juan 
was delayed in returning to the Blessed Mother due to the se-
vere illness of his uncle.  Two days later, when Juan was head-
ing to the bishop to report that his uncle was dying, Mary ap-
peared to him again.  He explained why he was delayed in re-
turning to visit her as she requested and she then proceeded 
to tell Juan to not be afraid; his beloved uncle had been 
healed.  Juan rejoiced and then told her about the bishop’s 
request for a sign.  Mary told him to go to the top of the hill 
(which was very rocky with poor soil) and bring the flowers 
growing there to her.  Juan did as our Lady asked and she rear-
ranged the flowers on his tilma or cloak.  A tilma is a poncho 
like cloak made of rough material similar to burlap.  Juan im-
mediately made his way to the bishop where he opened his 
tilma and a cascade of beautiful roses poured out.  The bishop 
was amazed, not only by the beautiful flowers not able to grow 
in that area, but to the amazing image imprinted on the tilma.  
Mary had left a beautiful image, the one we know as Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, imprinted for all to see.  Needless to say, the 
bishop carried out Mary’s request and a shrine was built on the 
very spot where the Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego.  
To this day, that miraculous tilma is displayed on the wall of 
the Shrine.  That type of cloth has a typical life span of around 
30 years before the fibers disintegrate.  Juan Diego’s cloak has 
remained in pristine condition for almost 500 years!  The im-
age of Mary has been proven to be imprinted, not painted into 
the fibers of the cloth.  How wonderful for us that Mary, by 
appearing to Juan Diego, a poor Aztec man, shows  her love, 
care and protection for us all! 
Juan Diego was canonized a saint on July 31, 2002 by Saint 
Pope John Paul II.  His feast day is on December 9, the date of 
his first apparition of Mary and he is the patron of Indigenous 
people.  Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, is the Patroness of the 
Americas and the Unborn.  The feast is celebrated on Decem-
ber 12.   Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan Diego, 

Pray for us!                                                                                                                 
—Elaine Garfold, Co-Director of Religious Education                                                                              

A QUESTION OF IDENTITY:   
The scripture readings for this 
Sunday explore the issue of  
Jesus’ identity.  They reveal that 
John has been arrested and is 
being held in prison.  His disci-
ples are uncertain of what they should do or who 
they should follow.  To help them discern their future 
John sends word to Jesus asking him, “are you He 
who is to come or should we look for another?”   
Jesus replies that He is using the signs predicted by 
Isaiah, the prophet of good news in hard times and 
that these should satisfy their questions.  Perhaps 
their confusion arises because Jesus is not a trium-
phant soldier savior but appears to be an ordinary 
man who repeats the message of John the Baptist 
calling others to repent and announcing that the 
kingdom of God is at hand.  We identify Jesus as the 
Messiah and Savior who remarkably accomplishes His 
mission by preaching, healing and suffering death on 
the cross.  He does not usher in a time of earthly sal-
vation but opens the gates of heaven to our eternal 
salvation.  
We are often asked to prove our identity.  Sometimes 
we use an official document like a driver’s license, 
social security card or finger print.  Other forms of 
recognition are being developed all the time using 
computers and other scanning devices.  Living in a 
suspicious world we have to worry that our identities 
can be stolen or used improperly by others for their 
own reasons.  Our scriptures today ask us to accept a 
special identity as a member of the Church, a Chris-
tian, a Catholic.  While we can produce a baptismal 
certificate as proof of our membership it is more sig-
nificant if we can produce the proofs Jesus gave to 
the disciples of John.  Do we keep the command-
ments, pray on a regular basis, attend Mass and re-
ceive the sacraments?  Do we observe the laws of the 
Church and practice our faith?  Do we continue to 
learn more about our faith so as to grow more like a 
true disciple?  At times we may be asked to prove our 
identity not only for the purposes of civil society but 
as a follower of Jesus.  What evidence can you show 
or will you show?  We look to the saints and martyrs 
whose lives we scrutinize, whose help we seek, and 
who have followed Jesus and identify with him.  He is 
the savior and we are among the saved.  John the 
Baptist shows us the way and Jesus gives us the evi-
dence we need to prove we are His disciples. 
—Fr. Bob    
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OPLATKI CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Oplatki Christmas wafers are now 
available at all of our Churches and 
the Parish office for a $3.00 donation.   

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE TALK AND EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 
Join Deacon Tim TOMORROW,  Monday,  
December 12 at 6:00 pm, St. Albert the Great 
church for Our Lady of Guadalupe talk and Eu-
charistic Adoration. 

FROM THE MUSIC AND WORSHIP 
DEPARTMENT  
ASK THE LITURGIST 
 
QUESTION: Why do some Catholic 
Churches celebrate midnight Mass and 
others earlier than midnight? 

 

ANSWER; There are several reasons for this, so first let’s 
look at the tradition of midnight Mass. 
The origins of midnight Mass date back to the early days 
of the church, when Mass for Christmas and Easter could-
n't be celebrated until the actual date of the feast, and 
that would make the hour of midnight the perfect time to 
do such.   
"Before Vatican II, in the 1960s, Catholics had to fast from 
midnight until they received Communion. Celebrating 
Mass at midnight allowed those folks to receive Commun-
ion and then enjoy all the foods that go along with cele-
brating Christmas day, and the morning opening of gifts. 
This author sang in a boy’s choir for Midnight Mass, and 
was so excited to do so, that my mother’s attempts to 
have me take a nap before hand didn't work. Well, today 
many families with children have the challenge of getting 
children settled to bed on Christmas Eve, waiting for Santa 
Claus. After Vatican II, in 1964 the Church allowed the cel-
ebration of Sunday Mass and a Solemnity like Christmas to 
be celebrated the evening before, starting at 4:00 PM.  
Every year around Christmas, many parishes still get the 
question,  ‘What time is midnight Mass”? 
 Also changing demographics and parishioner preferences, 
many Roman Catholic churches move the time of what 
was midnight Mass to an earlier time like even 9:00 or 
10:00 PM. So the actual readings and prayers for Midnight 
Mass do not  have to be celebrated at midnight. 
The actual name for midnight Mass is “Mass at night,” and 
it can be celebrated anytime between 9 p.m. Christmas 
Eve and 4 a.m. Christmas Day. 
Our parish does celebrate  Christmas midnight Mass at 
Saint Basil Church, with the Adult choir assisting musically.  

THE FALL RETREAT 2022 
We are back and on fire for the Lord! Blessed Trinity 
Youth Ministry attended this year’s annual Fall Retreat at 
Camp Allegheny November 18-20th. Our 9 high schoolers 
were able to meet many new friends from around the 
diocese who share the same beliefs they do. We had a 
great weekend listening to speakers, attending work-
shops, dancing, and participating in the sacraments. Fun 
was had by all! We can’t wait for next year!    
-Nicholas Wolf, Youth Minister 

HOLY BOLDNESS 
I remember the time I attended my first 
mission trip to Germantown, PA. Our group 
had several duties that week to complete, 
one of those being at an after-school pro-
gram for children whose parents worked later or got 
picked up by a social worker. At the time, there was no 
way I thought I could be able to take care of the children 
and have fun with them. I was anxious for a majority of 
the week knowing we were heading to volunteer here. 
The day came for our group to attend the after-school 
program and as we walked through the door, all 25 little 
kindergarteners rushed to us hugging our legs. Their faces 
lit up with smiles and their hearts were full of joy to see 
us. I learned so much from that moment that I’ll never 
forget. These children ran to us with no fear, no hesita-
tion, and full of love. At that moment, my anxiety disap-
peared and was replaced with peace. We should all live 
like these children, running to our Lord for love, peace, joy 
and acceptance. Have the holy boldness to run to God 
knowing that you are safe in His great love. 
-Nicholas Wolf, Youth Minister 

ANGEL TREE TAGS 
Please return your Angel Tree tag to the  
Parish Office TOMORROW, Monday,  
December 12th if you haven’t done so already.  Your kind-
ness and generosity are appreciated in helping those who 
need it  this Christmas.    
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Details about specific collections or questions regarding the 
collections can be obtained by contacting the Parish office. 

     Our Stewardship 
For the Weekend of December 3  & 4 

Saturday Vigil  •  4:00 PM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $6,990.00 
Misc. Envelopes ...................... $1,627.00 
Loose Money ............................. $429.27 
Parish Share ............................... $897.00

 

Saturday Vigil  •  6:00 PM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $1,105.00 
Misc. Envelopes ......................... $215.00 
Loose Money ............................... $76.00 
Parish Share ............................... $665.00 

 

Sunday  •  8:00 AM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $1,749.00 
Misc. Envelopes ......................... $410.00 
Loose Money ............................. $143.00 
Parish Share ............................... $301.00 

 

Sunday  •  9:00 AM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $2,568.00 
Misc. Envelopes ......................... $733.00 
Loose Money ............................... $81.00 
Parish Share ............................... $496.00 

 

Sunday  •  9:30 AM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $1,531.00 
Misc. Envelopes ......................... $196.00 
Loose Money ............................. $255.00 
Parish Share ............................... $566.00 

 

Sunday  •  10:00 AM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $3,127.00 
Misc. Envelopes ......................... $746.00 
Loose Money ............................. $203.00 
Parish Share ............................ $2,560.00 

 

Sunday  •  11:00 AM 
Regular (Weekly/Monthly) ..... $2,567.00 
Misc. Envelopes ......................... $364.00 
Loose Money ............................. $309.65 
Parish Share ............................... $326.00 

 
 
 
 

MAIL IN Reg/Misc. ................. $9,392.00 
MAIL IN Parish Share ................ $505.00 

 

Total Offering ....................... $41,132.92 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       2022 PARISH SHARE DUE:      $ 48,487.64 

THREE RIVERS SAVINGS CARDS 
Blessed Trinity Parish is now selling Three Rivers 
Savings Cards ($ discount off dining).   The cards are $20.00 
and are available at the Parish Office during office hours.   

OFFICE CLOSING EARLY 
The Parish Office will be closing at 12:00 noon 
on Friday, December 16, 2022 for a Staff 
Christmas lunch. 

 STAR          JESUS           WREATH  
 SHEPHERDS    FRANKINCENSE   MESSIAH 
 ANGELS        JOY              MYRRH 
 PEACE         CANDLE         ADVENT  
 GOLD          NATIVITY         HOPE 
 BETHLEHEM    CHRISTMAS 

SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS?  How about  
a Gift Card? We currently are running a SALE 
on gift cards for Christmas! 
Kohl's $100.00 gift card for $80.00 
Walmart $100.00 gift card for $80.00 
Bath and Body Works $25.00 gift card for $20.00 
Bath and Body Works $10.00 gift card for $5.00 
Gift cards can be purchased at the Parish Office, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1:00 pm-4:00 pm. 
HO HO HO!  Get them while they last!  
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