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Summary. Participants discerned the
following issues:
● Strengthen the OLR faith community

and our presence in the Crozet
community

● Deepen our faith through religious
education for children and spirituality/
small Christian communities for adults

● Build relationships between our priests
and laity

How many Synod Consultations did your parish or community hold?  6
What was the total number of unique participants? 37

What feedback do you have to report from the conversations centered on the theme of
Communion? (Synodal Themes 1, 2, & 4) Word limit 500

Our Lady of the Rosary in Crozet is a parish of “hope in action” where the people are the
Church: a community of adults, children, and families “on a journey of hope and inspiration.”
The small size of the community has given many a feeling of closeness and belonging.

https://richmonddiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Synod-Participant-Guide.pdf


History. This mission parish was started by a group of lay people who sought to establish a
Catholic presence in Crozet in March 2014.  Father Joseph Mary of Holy Comforter Church
(Charlottesville) said, “Yes” and invested in our community, providing sacraments, adoration,
penance services, and Triduum. Sunday Mass was initially offered once a month and blossomed
to once a week. A daily Mass on Wednesdays was added. Volunteers organized to offer Christian
Formation, and there were a lot of children and families who met for religious education. A
sizable congregation gathered regularly at the Field School. Many hands coordinated a massive
operation to transform it into a worthy worship space week after week.  Children played after
Mass on Sundays while their families enjoyed fellowship time.  There was a real sense of energy
and the Holy Spirit alive in our midst.

Space. As we enter our ninth year, the lack of our own physical space continues to present both
physical and emotional challenges for our parishioners.  While “we are building a parish (and not
closing one)”, we are cognizant that we rely on mercy, patience, forgiveness and generosity in
this journey.  “Gratitude is in the sauce at OLR.”  And yet, there is frustration because of the
rising costs of development in our area, the changing land requirements, and having to ask
permission to use other spaces.

Liturgy. We currently offer one Mass at 1:30PM at Crozet Baptist on Sunday afternoons.  Music
is an essential part of the liturgy and “helps on the faith journey.”  However, while this mass time
is a “delight” for some, it is a major issue for others, particularly families. To address this issue
we are in an on-going process of considering various alternatives, from changing the location of
our Mass (local schools, restaurants, the park) to offering it on a Sunday evening with a
preceding Christian Formation session.

The Missing. The COVID-19 pandemic presented additional challenges for our community. A
great many parishioners have disappeared, particularly families with children, founding
members, and young adults. Among Synod participants this lack of active and on-going
participation in the community has led to expressed feelings of resentment, disappointment, and
frustration. Questions linger: Where are they? Will they ever return? Who is in our community?
Who is with us on this spiritual journey? How can we play a role in “bringing them back?”

(442 words)

• What feedback do you have to report from the conversations centered on the themes of
Discussion and Dialogue? (Synodal Themes 3,6, &7) Word limit 500

Crozet Community. The absence of our own physical space has created the opportunity for
increased ecumenism in our community. Our Lady of the Rosary is grateful that Crozet Baptist
Church has been so welcoming. Bishop Knestout celebrated Mass in this Baptist Church, and the
Baptist Pastor attended; we have also celebrated Mass at the Presbyterian Church.

Our Lady of the Rosary has connected with the greater Crozet community in meaningful ways.
Together with Crozet Baptist Church and other Christian churches in Crozet, we have  provided
an ecumenical Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.  In conjunction with the local St. Vincent
DePaul conference’s annual Walk for the Poor we prayed the rosary while walking in a local



park. We have participated in Coats for Kids, raised funds for Region Ten, a local mental health
nonprofit, and brought food for the Crozet Baptist Food Pantry. These community outreach
opportunities have been a blessing to our community as well as to our parishioners.

Synod participants expressed a desire to hear the truth preached and an authentic concept of
Catholic social justice instead of confusing mixed messages and cultural and political concepts.
In particular, participants report students in our community seeking support to express their
beliefs in public, and want more support from the Diocese of Richmond in defending the faith.
Other obstacles to discussion and dialogue in our parish include social media and negative views
of the Catholic community. There is hurt related to anti-Catholic sentiment in our area and a
feeling that parishioners are walking alone.

Internal Communication. The Flocknote weekly emails have an average of 62% opening rate
(Jan-March 2022).  Flocknote in particular has been a “good experience” and improved
discussion and communication among  parishioners.  It is of note that Flocknote, the bulletin and
the website are created and updated by volunteers.  There may be an opportunity to strengthen
this communication hub. Parishioners expressed a desire for even more communication in
person, interactions and listening sessions with the ability to ask questions with Monsignor
Keeney.  Regular updates on the building opportunities and the notes from the Parish Council are
of particular interest.

(352 words)

• What feedback do you have to report from the conversations centered on the themes of
Participation and Mission? (Synodal Themes 5,8-10) Word limit 500

Church leadership has been very important for the development of Our Lady of the Rosary. In
the transition with the arrival of Monsignor Keeney, which occurred just before the pandemic,
some elements of our parish got lost in the shuffle of reorganization. These changes have been
difficult for everyone, and Synod participants note that the stress has negatively affected the
health of our priests.

Religious education and on-going faith formation are areas that are ripe for strengthening in
our parish.  We want more opportunities for spiritual growth and a robust sense of community for
our children- and for ourselves. The current faith formation model at Our Lady of the Rosary that
emphasizes parents as full-time catechists is not working for many. The evidence is in the
diminished numbers post-pandemic; many families have chosen to make the trek to St. Thomas
Aquinas for the catechism and the peer community.

Our Lady of the Rosary is hungry for the fullness of the Truth, not for watered down teaching,
and we need to inspire youth with a cause that is within the faith. There is a great opportunity
here in Crozet to meet the needs of these families.

Our Women’s Group has stayed connected through the pandemic with weekly Zoom meetings
and other activities such as the Women’s Retreat. This group has an opportunity to deepen the



spiritual lives of one another and the parish, and a group for men’s spirituality was also cited as
an opportunity.

(244 words)

• What were the central idea(s) surrounding your parish/community’s discussion of the
Fundamental Question? (“A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, ‘journeys together’:
How is this ‘journeying together’ happening today in your particular Church? What steps
does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our journeying together?”) Word limit
500

‘Journeying together’ as a mission church, Our Lady of the Rosary in Crozet is at a “turning
point, a reinvigoration.” We are entering year 9 as a Catholic community in Crozet.  We fervently
hope that God will provide a space upon which to build an actual church building to call our
own.

There is an opportunity to strengthen the leadership and administration of our parish.  We want to
keep open the lines of communication among the laity and priests. With a parish run primarily by
volunteer effort, we need to be cognizant of burnout.

We want to improve relationships between priests and parishioners, perhaps through programs
like the Litnic program at Church of the Incarnation where priests go to parish homes for Mass
and a meal. Relationships with our priests would also be deepened by increased prayer, (the
Seven Sisters apostolate), and an awareness of the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of
Monsignor Keeney and Father Chris.

Building the OLR Community. Moving forward, our parish sees a strong need to bring
Catholics back to the faith. We want to have our children grow up Catholic in our community
and are committed to pray for the people who used to attend Mass but no longer do. As we strive
to meet the need for evangelization, we have proposed offering Vacation Bible School both at
Crozet Baptist Church and with Charlottesville Catholic School.
For adults let’s consider strengthening our Christian faith through small groups, using  an
evangelization program such as RENEW, LARCUM, or Alpha. A men’s spirituality group was
also proposed as this was an important blessing for men involved at other parishes. In terms of
spiritual growth, we need to serve one another as Christian witnesses and mentors- for other
individuals, for parish groups and for families who are the first church.

OLR in the Crozet Community.
Our Lady of the Rosary parish must be intentional about our profile in the Crozet community.
We are actively involved in several ministries that meet community needs; let’s be vocal and
show Crozet that we are already a part of the community, regardless of our lack of a physical
building.
Finally, our parish must use the media, both digital and traditional, i.e.,Crozet Gazette and the
Charlottesville Daily Progress.  Let’s share how we are growing our flock as a Catholic faith
community and making a positive, tangible difference.  Each of us must take opportunities to



extend personal invitations to missing members, and be aware of potential new parishioners
among our neighbors and community members.

(421 words)

• Do you have any final thoughts or feedback that your parish/community would like to share
with the Diocese? Word limit 500

There was deep disappointment, expressed in writing, regarding the Diocese of Richmond
hosting an evening with Father James Martin, whose message of being church for LBTQIA+
people and their families gets lost amidst his greater support of the gay lifestyle on social media.
Father Martin’s message that February evening was that people who identify as LGBTQIA+ and
their families need to be treated with compassion, respect and sensitivity by the church.

(71 words)



Addendum: Synod Consultation at Our Lady of the Rosary Feb. 2022
Synod Participant Guide

Opening Prayer
1st Reader: Let us take a moment of quiet to center ourselves.
2nd Reader: (Acts 2:1-9, 12)
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together.  And suddenly
there came from the sky a voice like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which
they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each
one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.  Now there were devout Jews from every nation
under heaven staying in Jerusalem.  At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were
confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language.  They were astounded, and
in amazement they asked, “are not all these people who are speaking Galileans?  Then how does
each of us hear them in his own native language?  They were all astounded and bewildered, and
said to one another, “What does this mean?”
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Purpose, Roles, Process
... We recall that the purpose of the Synod, and therefore of this consultation, is not to produce
documents, but

“to plant dreams,
draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish,
inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships,
awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another and
create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to
our hands ...” for our common mission.

· Roles of Facilitators, Notetakers, Participants
· Process focuses on exploring the fundamental question, and looks to explore the 3
themes of communion, participation, and mission.

This Synod poses the Fundamental question:
A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together” in ministry.
● How is this “journeying together” happening today in our local Church?
● What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our

“journeying together”?
● What is the Holy Spirit saying to the Church today?

Here We Are, Holy Spirit prayer

https://richmonddiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Synod-Participant-Guide.pdf


‘Recalling our Experiences’:
· What are our experiences of journeying together in communion, participation,
mission (Synodality) in our local Church?
· What joys did those experiences bring?
· What difficulties and obstacles have we encountered?
· What wounds did those experience reveal?
· What insights have those experiences elicited?

‘Gather the fruits.’  Having shared our experiences:
· What paths forward are opening up for our local Church?
· Where in these experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit resound?
· What are the areas for change for our Church and what steps can be taken?

After listening to the group, I am wondering…

Prayer of Sending Forth
1st Reader: Let us take a moment of quiet as we reflect on what we have done here today…

2nd Reader: A reading from the Letter of St. James (James 1:22)
Dearest brothers and sisters:  Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you… and Be
doers of the word and not hearers only.

1st Reader: Come Holy Spirit, we ask you, that by your inspiration, may all of our prayers and
actions always begin from you and inspire others to know you more deeply.  We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen.


