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Introducing Father Anthony Nguyen  

By Mike Krey 
 

Do you believe in miracles? On Oct. 17, 2013, Fr. Anthony 

Tuong Duy Nguyen suffered a stroke after he kissed the altar 

at the start of morning mass at Christ the King Church in San 

Jose. 

As paramedics rushed Fr. Anthony to Good Samaritan 

Hospital, a parishioner saw a vision of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary accompanying and healing Fr. Anthony. She shared her 

vision with several people at the church and calmed them 

down, saying: “Father will be OK,” recalled Father Anthony, 

who last year replaced the retired Father Edsil as Parochial 

Vicar at St. Joseph of Cupertino. Father 

Anthony believed that his quick and 

complete recovery was a miracle. 

The 53-year-old priest says one of his 

Good Sam neurosurgeons also taught at 

Stanford University. When that 

neurosurgeon showed images of Father 

Anthony’s brain MRI to his students, 

showing internal bleeding to seven 

different places, no one could believe 

the patient was fully recovered and 

returned to priestly ministries, walking 

and preaching just fine. 

The stroke was caused by a bad reaction 

to Diovan, the popular medication he 

took for high blood pressure caused by 

diabetes. Only 2% of users ever have 

issues. He of course has changed 

medications but still has had to make a 

couple trips to the ER caused by a blood 

pressure-related medical condition known as orthostatic 

hypotension. He walks a lot for exercise, watches his diet and 

is doing well. 

The stroke has had at least one positive impact – in his service 

to the sick. Fr. Anthony’s duties include mainly providing 

hospital ministry at Kaiser Santa Clara and also supporting at 

St. Joseph. After his stint in the ICU, Fr. Anthony says he can 

relate to the patients and families that he serves at Kaiser.  

Empathy is an abundant commodity for Fr. Anthony after his 

life’s journey. He was born and raised in Saigon. His father, 

Anthony Thu Nguyen, served in the South Vietnamese Army, 

escaped the country and settled in New Orleans when Saigon 

fell in 1975. Anthony Thu Nguyen, a devout family man, had 

a wife, six sons and three daughters (a seventh son had died in 

infancy) and appealed in person to the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops as soon as he arrived in New Orleans to 

bring his family to the U.S. The family finally came to the 

U.S. in 1980 under the ODP, Orderly Departure Program. 

In Saigon, Fr. Anthony says his mother, Hien Thi Nguyen, 

made a living with a family trade, producing and selling tofu 

at a local market. When arriving to the U.S., Fr. Anthony 

entered 9th grade. He didn’t feel close to proficient in the 

English language until the 11th grade. 

“It was a culture shock,” he said. “I was good in math and 

okay in science, but that was about it.” 

But Fr. Anthony was an introspective 

person and his family had been Roman 

Catholic for generations. His very reverent 

grandmother was a huge influence. She 

read him stories of the saints that 

resonated with young Anthony. 

His family always played a big role in his 

life. When an older brother left New 

Orleans for San Diego after a 

heartbreaking split with his girlfriend, the 

family decided Anthony should 

accompany him. In San Diego, Father 

Anthony would get a B.A. in psychology 

from San Diego State University and enter 

the Pre-Theology Program at St. Francis 

Seminary, studying philosophy at the 

University of San Diego. He was aiming 

for a monastic order until a younger 

brother met with a vocation director at 

USD. This director remembered Anthony 

and convinced him to take a diocesan 

path.  

Father Anthony would end up at St. Patrick Seminary in 

Menlo Park in 1994 and was ordained for the San Jose 

Diocese on May 27, 2000. Here, he has served at seven 

parishes. (That younger brother, Anthony Tan Nguyen, 

became a San Diego police officer for eight years before also 

becoming a priest in the San Jose Diocese, in 2009. He now 

serves at Our Lady of Refuge.). 

Father Anthony feels a great need of prayer for vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life. He laments the dearth of 

priests in the U.S. “There just are too much noise and 

distractions,” he said. “People cannot hear God’s call.” He 

says families and parishes need to collaborate tightly to pass 

on the faith to the next generation. More prayers are needed, 

he says, and God will send more workers to his vineyard. 
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Parishioner Profile – Lothar Bandermann 

By Steve Hill 

Lothar Bandermann was our long-time parish organist. He passed away on 

January 5, 2020. Lothar was born in 1936 into a miner’s family of seven 

children in Dortmund, Germany. The effects of World War II had a major 

influence in Lothar’s upbringing and subsequent emigration to North 

America. 

Dortmund was heavily bombed during World War II. After bombing raids, 

the children collected bomb fragments that were recycled for making 

German bombs. In summer, they swam and played in the bomb craters. 

Later in the war, with the raids getting too intense, all mothers and children 

were evacuated to eastern rural 

Germany (now Poland). There 

was little or no food and, at 

times, the kids occasionally ate 

the fodder for horses. In 1944, 

Lothar’s mother returned home 

with her younger children to 

deliver another baby, leaving 

Lothar and his older brother in 

the care of local families. When 

the war ended, his father came 

to take the two boys home on a 

bicycle, a round trip of 

hundreds of miles. After he crossed the border into the Russian 

occupational zone where his sons were living, the three had only one day 

to get back out. The bicycle seat broke on the way home, so one boy had to 

walk while the other sat on the handlebar. 

Lothar went to the Gymnasium (roughly equivalent to a U.S. high school). 

After graduation, he studied physics for several semesters at a German 

university. In 1958, he emigrated to Canada. From that time on, he was 

totally self-supporting. In 1960, he got the chance to immigrate to the U.S., 

where he continued his studies in physics (B.S. at U.C. Berkeley) and 

earned a Ph.D. in space physics at the University of Maryland. He worked 

for 10 years at the University of Hawaii conducting astronomy research on 

Mauna Kea and teaching physics. In 1978 he went to work for Lockheed in 

Palo Alto designing, among other things, orbiting telescopes to search for 

planets around other stars. 

In Honolulu, Lothar met and married his wife Billie Reeves, then a music 

graduate student. They had two sons and a daughter, and later seven 

grandchildren. Sharing their children’s ups and downs and helping them 

through hard times was both a joy and a challenge for them. 

Lothar’s first love was music, and he played the organ since he was 14. 

Before coming to St. Joseph’s in late 2000, he was an organist for five 

years at St. Martin’s in Sunnyvale and fifteen years at Union Church on 

Stevens Creek. We were most fortunate to benefit from his talents as the 

organist at the 11 o’clock mass. 

As a scientist Lothar claimed it is inconsistent, perhaps even illogical, not 

to believe in a Creator, and the Catholic Church has played a central part in 

his life since childhood. He still had fond memories of how very special it 

made him feel to be an altar boy. The music ministry was his strongest 

connection to the Church, his special joy and passion. He composed music 

— mostly for church — since childhood. The Church was a great comfort 

to Lothar in difficult times, and he often wondered how people with no 

religious faith cope with the challenges of life. 

Parish Messaging Communications 

By Ed Johnson 

Did you ever want to get reminders about special 

parish events? Want the latest parish news releases? 

Out of town or no time to check the website or 

bulletin?  

Check out St Joseph of Cupertino on Flocknote! 

Our parish has initiated a 

communications platform known as 

Flocknote. The platform improves 

communications throughout the parish 

community at large and for groups, 

committees, ministries, and councils. 

Communication methods include email, text 

messages, website, and RSS feeds to send timely 

information to our fellow parishioners. Members 

can respond to notices, RSVP to events, and more 

two-way messaging via Flocknote. 

The impetus for adopting such a platform came 

from discussions at the Parish Advisory Council 

about how to better connect with parishioners and 

promote engagement. Was there a way to do this, 

especially considering how connected we are with 

smart phones and the like? Council member 

Maureen Pavy became aware of Flocknote through 

an online subscription to Bishop Robert Barron’s 

inspirational messages. Flocknote had partnered 

with the Bishop in distributing his content. Janice 

LaMotte noted that St Luke Parish near Seattle, 

where her grandson attends school, has been using 

Flocknote for some time and that it would be a 

good fit for our parish too. Many parishes in our 

Diocese are currently using Flocknote. 

Maureen expressed that this type of 

communications platform can keep parishioners 

better informed while away from church and parish 

activities. Being better connected can develop 

feelings of family and community. Members may 

become more engaged with the parish and their 

Catholic faith. Our parish is your extended family! 

It is the hope of Maureen, Janice, Rev. Greg Kimm, 

and the parish advisory council, that participation in 

parish activities, ministries, volunteering, and 

prayer can increase. Family and community 

inclusiveness may engage inactive Catholic 

members. 

Messages will include local parish events, and may 

grow to include subscriptions to thoughtful, 

motivational, and inspirational Catholic content. 

All parishioners are invited and encouraged to 

register with Flocknote. Details are included in the 

February 2nd 2020 bulletin available on our website 

or see the Help/Flocknote page on the parish 

website. 
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Bingo Managers Needed 

By Steve Hill 

The largest component of the Holy Name Society activity centers 

on the weekly Saturday Bingo night. The Saturday Bingo night 

fills the parish hall with 100 to 160 players. The Holy Name 

Society receives support and service from school families to run 

the games. Approximately 80% of the annual net proceeds are 

channeled to the school with the surplus going to the parish. This 

surplus is the primary reason why the parish budget ends the 

fiscal year with a positive balance. 

 

The evening’s games have a volunteer contingent of 9 to 12 

workers supervised by a Manager. Due to retirements and moves, 

the Holy Name Society needs more volunteers and one additional 

manager. A Manager is required to work a six hour shift at least 

one Saturday per month, from approximately 4:30 pm to 10:30 

pm. The 4 or 5 Saturdays per month are split among several 

Bingo Managers. Volunteers are asked to work from 6:15 pm to 

9:45 pm. 

 

Duties of a Bingo Manager include: 

• Runs nightly Bingo assignments 

• Works behind curtains on stage and performs stage setup 

(electronic sign and caller’s microphone) 

o Oversees the running of the event 

o Manages cash aprons and flash/strip cards with sellers 

o Enters the event’s financial results into Excel table 

• Seeds cash box for register 

• Ensures enough volunteer help to make event financially 

successful 

• Supervises overall setup and cleanup help. Obtains supplies, 

opens front doors, turns on sign, opens school bathroom, 

hangs women’s restroom sign, and puts out grocery bags for 

recycle 

• Collects all cash and leftover bingo sheets, flash cards and 

strip cards. Places them in safe. 

• Attends Bingo Committee meetings as required 

Manage Volunteers: 

1. Register: sells bingo sheets 

2. Flash/Strip Seller 

3. Warmup/Special Game Seller, then Double Action Seller 

4. Roving Flash Sellers: 3 to 4 

5. Roving Cherry bell Sellers: 1 to 2 

6. Callers: 1 to 2 

7. Bingo/Flash call back and payouts 

 Interested in managing this live action social and 

fundraising event? 

Contact John Caldwell at 408-839-5027 or 

jcaldwe1@yahoo.com. 

 

We Are Companions on the Journey 

RCIA 2020 

By Mary Jo Sullivan-Worley 

 

Since September, our parish Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults cohort has been exploring and discerning the Catholic 

Faith. The cohort has grown to seven catechumens. Photos of 

Athena, Jun, Amy, Alva, Charlie, Tomofumi, and Theresa are 

displayed on a poster in the vestibule of the church. The 

catechumens will receive the three Sacraments of Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist) at the Easter Vigil. 

 

Observing others living a moral and ethical Catholic Christian 

life is an important element of catechesis. Children and adults 

learn from what we do, not just by what we say. This is 

exemplified in this particular cohort, where five are SJC School 

parents and one is a professional working with SJC faculty and 

students. In some cases, their children requested the family 

members to become Catholics or already were Catholic and 

encouraged a parent to consider converting. Their experience 

with the faculty and staff, parents, and students, at St. Joseph of 

Cupertino School, influenced their commitment to explore the 

Catholic Faith. Often, they were invited to attend mass and parish 

events where more exposure to our Catholic Community 

encouraged their spiritual interest. 

 

Recently, Catholic Social Teaching was a topic explored and 

experienced at RCIA. The timeline of Catholic Social Teaching, 

the meaning of the two steps of Charity and Social Justice, local, 

national, and international Catholic resources, and prominent 

Catholics working for social justice were shared and discussed. 

This catechesis led to service projects for two local Catholic 

ministries. 

 

During Advent, a focused hands-on project was done to benefit 

those served by the St. Justin Community Ministry in Santa 

Clara. This parish ministry distributes bagged lunches to the 

homeless Monday–Friday, hosts community meals for the 

elderly, disperses groceries, clothing, and other supplies to the 

poor. The catechumens and team members made hygiene kits to 

be dispensed with the bagged lunches and groceries, consisting 

of washcloths, toiletries, and cards letting them know we “see 

them” and are praying for them. (Photos page 4) 

 

The Lenten hands-on project benefited immigrant family 

preschoolers at the Learning and Loving Education Center, a 

ministry of the Sisters of the Presentation, in Morgan Hill. Fleece 

blankets and throws were made for preschoolers in the free 

preschool they attend while their mothers study English and 

other academic and enrichment classes. 

 

Please continue to walk and pray with our catechumens at the 

Rite of Sending Forth, 5:00 p.m. mass, February 29. The 

catechumens will be presented to Bishop Cantu March 2, during 

the Rite of Election, at St. Joseph Basilica, San Jose.
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Parish Calendar 

Monday 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel Holy Face Devotion & Rosary for Unborn 

Mondays 6:30 pm Hall Bingo 

4th Tuesday  Parish Office Baptism Classes for parents / sponsors   

1st Wednesday 7:00 pm Holy Name Rm Holy Name Society monthly meeting 

Wednesdays 9:00 – 12:15 pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Wednesdays 7:15 – 8:45 pm Comm. Center RCIA 

Wednesdays 9:00 am –12:15 pm  Eucharistic adoration 

Thursdays 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Comm. Center Bible Study 

1st Thursday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Rectory Prayer Group 

Fridays 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm Comm. Center Technology Assistance 

1st Saturday 9:00 am Comm. Center Devotional prayers 

Saturdays 6:30 pm – 10:00 pm Hall Bingo 

1st Sunday Morning masses Comm. Center Hospitality after mass – coffee and donuts 

3rd Sunday 2:00 pm –3:30 pm Rectory Grief Support 
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