St. Margaret of Cortona
Vocations Committee Meeting
April 7, 2025

In attendance: Father Jeff, Barb Fink, Peter Hersha, Ermagene Kelly, Peg Kuhns, Mike Racanelli, and Jo Marie Wilson.
· The meeting began with a prayer.

· The minutes of the October 28, 2024 Vocations Committee meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

· Father Jeff noted that we have had a few more people sign up to participate in our 31 Club.  He is pleased with the number of participants and thinks we are doing well overall.  The key is for those who sign up to put in place something to remind them to accomplish their commitment on their chosen day.

· Our next Holy Hour for Vocations will be Pentecost Sunday, June 8, following the 10:30 Mass.

· The group engaged in planning for the next Vocations Panel Discussion.

· The Panel Discussion will take place on October 19, 2025, from 9:00 to 10:15 am.
· The panel discussion will be for 7th and 8th grade students.  Older students who are interested in attending are welcome to do so.
· Fr. Jeff and Ken Hagy will present on the vocation of being a priest.  The idea is to show the breadth of the priesthood from multiple perspectives.  In addition to being parish priests (a role which requires administrative and managerial skills in addition to pastoral skills), priests can be teachers, evangelists, missionaries.  The students will hear from a layperson about their perspectives on what it means to be a priest, and then from a priest who has been ordained for forty years.  The students will be invited to ask questions as part of the discussion.
· We will have a religious sister present on the vocation of being a religious sister.  Mike Racanelli will ask his daughter, Gigi, to ask Sr. Hope at her school if she would be willing to do this.
· We will have a deacon present on the vocation of being a deacon.  Deacon Tom will do this.
· We will have a religious brother present on the vocation of being a religious brother.  Mike Racanelli will ask one of the Dominican Brothers if they would be willing to do this.  If not, he will try to obtain a Mercedarian Frier to do this.
· Two weeks ahead of the panel discussion, Ken Hagy and Mike Racanelli will ask the students to prepare and submit questions for the panelists.  This will help ensure that there are some questions.  It will also allow students to ask questions that they may be uncomfortable asking in front of others (i.e. signaling an interest in a religious vocation before they are ready to do so publicly).  Students of course can ask questions during the session, even if not previously submitted.
· Peter Hersha will serve as the Master of Ceremonies for the Vocations Panel Discussion.  He will pose the questions submitted by the students.
· A topic for future discussion by the Vocations Committee is whether we should do another Vocations Panel Discussion in the fall of 2026.  This will align the panel discussions with the years in which we have confirmation classes.  We can then do panel discussions every other year.

· Barb Fink shared some materials she has received from Vianney Vocations for use with her sixth graders.  One of these materials is a pamphlet entitled "20 Question Discernment Self-Test.”  Based on discussion with the Vocations Committee, Barb is going to use this pamphlet to initiate a discussion with her students.

· Mike Racanelli shared some work he is doing with the Usher and Alter Server programs to try to generate more ushers and alter servers.  He would also like to restart a Rosary program in this parish.  Our former program was called “Legion of Mary.”

· The next meeting of the Vocations Committee will be October 6, 2025, at 7:00 pm in the Rectory Conference Room.

· The meeting closed with a prayer.


