St. Margaret of Cortona
Vocations Committee Meeting
October 6, 2025

In attendance: Fr. Jeff, Ellyn Dekker, Peter Hersha, Peg Kuhns, Mike Racanelli, and Jo Marie Wilson.
· The meeting began with a prayer.

· The minutes of the April 7, 2025 Vocations Committee meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

· Fr. Jeff reported that our most recent Holy Hour for Vocations was held on Pentecost Sunday, June 8, following the 10:30 Mass.  It was modestly attended.

· Fr. Jeff continues to be pleased with the participation in our 31 Club.  Nearly 70 people have signed up to participate.  Every day is covered by at least one person, and some days have as many as four people.

· Fr. Jeff and Mike Racanelli reported that our next altar server training program is this Sunday, October 12, 2025.  In addition to trying to generate more altar servers, Mike is also trying to encourage more people to participate as ushers.  Instead of asking people to officially become ushers, Mike is inviting parishioners to serve as “support personnel” by helping do some things during the mass.  As they gain knowledge of what to do, they may become more comfortable and eventually formally become ushers. 

· Fr. Jeff was asked how the Traveling Crucifix Program is doing.  He noted that one family took the crucifix home last month and that we periodically remind people of the program by noting it in the bulletin.  

· The group worked to finalize planning for the next Vocations Panel Discussion.

· The Panel Discussion will take place on October 19, 2025, from 9:00 to 10:15 am.  We plan to start at about 9:05 am, giving the students time to settle in.
· The panel discussion will be for 7th and 8th grade students.  Older students and parents who are interested in attending are welcome to do so.
· The Panel Discussion will take place in Kulp Hall.  Peter Hersha will set up two tables and seven chairs in the area in front of the microphone for the speakers.  The students will sit at the tables and chairs that are already set up in the Hall.
· Peter Hersha will serve as the Master of Ceremonies for the Vocations Panel Discussion.  He will pose the questions submitted in advance by the students if no questions are posed by the students themselves during the Panel Discussion.  Ken Hagy and Mike Racanelli are gathering the questions during the PSR classes on October 12.  In addition, Fr. Jeff has the questions that were submitted in advance for the first Panel Discussion last year, which we can also use.
· The first speaker will be a sister, specifically one of the Bridgettine Sisters from Columbus.  Mike Racanelli is arranging this.  Mike is also hopeful that Sr. Hope will also be able to attend and speak.  Each sister will be asked to speak for five minutes, with time for questions to follow.
· Deacon Tom will speak next about the vocation of being a deacon.  If possible, his wife, Cindy, will join him so the two of them can discuss the vocation of marriage.  Mike Racanelli is arranging this.  If for some reason Deacon Tom is unable to participate that day, Mike will speak with Brian Brown to see if he and his wife, Angela, can cover this topic.
· Fr. Jeff will present on the vocation of being a priest.  He is unable to arrive any earlier than 9:30.
· Ken Hagy will cover any questions relating to the priesthood that may arise before Fr. Jeff arrives.

· The next meeting of the Vocations Committee will be April 13, 2026, at 7:00 pm in the Rectory Conference Room.

· The meeting closed with a prayer.


