What Should a Student-Athlete do if they think they have a concussion?

Don’t hide it. Tell your Athletic Trainer, Coach, School Nurse, or Parent/Guardian.

Report it. Don’t return to competition or practice with symptoms of a concussion or head injury. The
sooner you report it, the sooner you may retiun-to-play.

Take time to recover. If you have a concussion your brain needs time to heal. While your brain is
healing you are much more likely to sustain a second concussion. Repeat concussions can cause

" permanent brain injury.

‘What can happen if a student-athlete continues to play with a concussion or returns to play to soon?

Continuing to play with the signs and symptoms of a concussion leaves the student-athlete vulnerable to
second impact syndrome.

Second impact syndrome is when a student-athlete sustains a second concussion while st111 having
symptoms from a previcus concussion or head injury.

Second impact syndrome can lead to severe impairment and even death in extreme cases.

Should there be any temporary academic accommedations made for Student-Athletes who have suffered
a concussion?

To recover cognitive rest is just as important as physical rest. Reading, texting, testing-even waiching
movies can slow down a student-athletes recovery.

Stay home from school with minimal mental and social stimulation until all symptoms have resolved.
Students may need to take rest breaks, spend fewer hours at school, be given extra time to complete
assignments, as well as being offered other instructional strategies and classroom accommodations.

Student-Athletes who have sustained a concussion should complete a graduated return-to-play before

they may resume competition or practice, according to the following protocol:

Step 1: Completion of a full day of normal cognitive activities (school day, studying for tests, watching
practice, interacting with peers) without reemergence of any signs or symptoms. If no return of symptoms,
next day advance.

Step 2: Light Aerobic exercise, which includes walking, swimming, and stationary cycling, keeping the
intensity below 70% maximum heart rate. No resistance training, The objective of this step is increased
heart rate.

Step 3: Sport-specific exercise including skating, and/or running: no head impact activities. The objective
of this step is to add movement.

Step 4: Non contact training drills (e.g. passing drills). Student-athlete may initiate resistance training.
Step 5: Following medical cléarance (consultation between school health care personnel and student-
athlete’s physician), participation in normal training activities. The objective of this step is to restore
confidence and assess fanctionat skills by coaching and medical staff.

Step 6: Return to play involving normal exertion or game activity.

For further information on Sports-Related Concussions and other Head Injuries, please visit:

www.cde.gov/concussion/sports/index.html www.nfhs.com
www.ncas. ore/health-safety www.bianj.org www atsnj.org
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