Kindergarten Syllabus
Curriculum and Standards 
Reading and Language Arts
The reading/language arts program is a balanced literacy program that includes shared reading, guided reading, writing, working with words or phonics, and independent reading. The language arts program is aligned with the New Jersey Common Core Curriculum Standards and the Archdiocese of Newark Standards.  
https://catholicschoolsnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Kindergarten-ELA-Map.pdf
Mathematics
The focus in mathematics is to learn and use numbers 0-30 and rote count 0-100, 2D and 3D shapes, Addition and Subtraction, Place Value, Measurement, Calendar/Time, Data and Graphing. These are aligned to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. 
https://catholicschoolsnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Math-Map-Kindergarten-RCAN.pdf
Science and Social Studies
Science and Social Studies are integrated into the Reading/Language Arts curriculum. 

Kindergarten Curriculum
Reading: 
	Unit 1 – Listen and Explore (Sharing, Friendship, 5 Senses/Apples, & Seasons)
	Unit 2 – Listen and Retell (3 Little Pigs, 3 Little Bears, Bats, Scarecrows, & Pumpkins)
Unit 3 – Listen and Understand (Veterans, Community, Reindeer, & Gingerbread) 
Unit 4 – Listen and Learn (Snow, Penguins, Equality, Polar Bears, & Kindness) 
Unit 5 – Listen and Learn to tell More (Snakes, Dinosaurs, Moon, & Weather)
	Unit 6 – Listen and Tell the Steps (Frogs, Seeds, Butterflies, Growing and Changing) 
	Unit 7 – Author Studies (Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle, &  Mo Willems)
Writing: 
	Intro to writing sentences
	Narrative Writing: Small moments
  	Informational Writing: Writing books that teach
	Procedural Writing: a “how to” book
	Opinion Writing: Writing persuasive reviews  
Math: 
	Chapter 1 – Represent, Count, and Write Numbers 0-5
	Chapter 2 – Compare Numbers to 5
	Chapter 3 - Represent, Count, and Write Numbers 6-9
	Chapter 4 – Represent and Compare Numbers to 10
	Chapter 5 – Addition 
Chapter 6 – Subtraction
Chapter 7 - Represent, Count, and Write Numbers 11-19
Chapter 8 - Represent, Count, and Write Numbers 20 and Beyond
Chapter 9 – Identify and Describe 2D shapes
Chapter 10 – Identify and Describe 3D shapes and Positional Words
Chapter 11 – Measurement 
Chapter 12 – Classify and Sort Data
		
Manipulatives : 
			Colorful, counting bears 
			Colorful, counting frogs/logs 
Pattern blocks
			Cubes
			Unifix cubes
			Balance scale
			Rulers
			Word games
			Sight word cards
			Dry erase boards/Dry erase markers
				
Evaluation of Student Progress 
In Kindergarten, students do not receive tests/assessments. A great deal of their assessments are done one-on-one. There will be a parent-teacher conference done in the beginning of the year to discuss the one-on-one assessments and their child’s progress. Teachers will use the following grading scale in all subject areas to communicate the progress of the Kindergarten students on report cards. 
	B- Below        									
	N- Needs improvement	
D- Developing		
S- Satisfactory 
[bookmark: _GoBack]E- Exceeding

Homework:
Homework will start in October. I will send home a monthly calendar and a journal. On the calendar, there will be 1 assignment every night. Monday night will generally be designated for writing, Tuesday will be math, Wednesday will be phonics, Thursday will be reading and Friday will be sight words. Homework will be collected on Fridays. Spelling assessments will begin in March. There will be 5 words each week and the words will be sight words that the children will know from a previous lesson. 
Communication with Parents
Initial parent contact is made during the school’s “Kindergarten Orientation”. This is held after school starts for Grades 1-7 and gives teachers the opportunity to meet the students and parents in an informal manner. At this time, parents can walk around the classroom and ask the teacher questions. 
Parent/Teacher conferences are an important part of regular feedback. Conferences are held in the beginning of October. This is an opportunity for the parents to ask questions and express concerns. At the time, the teacher outlines her plan for helping that student achieve his or her fullest potential during the school year. Other conferences, either in person, on the phone, through email or pick up, are held as needed. These conferences address either academic or behavioral situations, and occur continually during school hours. Parents can also communicate with the teacher as often as needed. They may send notes with their child. A response to such notes will be sent home the same day. Parents may also call the office and leave a message with the secretary or receptionist. The teacher will then get back to you as soon as they can. Finally, parents may communicate with the teacher via email at cpeppinghaus@stthomastheapostlenj.com or cpeppinghaus@staschoolnj.org. 
Monthly newsletters will be placed in your child’s daily folder. This will contain information on classroom/school events and news as well as what the children will be learning for that month. This can also be viewed on the class’s website. 

