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Monday, Jun 29, 2020 
Solemnity of Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Saints Peter and Paul are together the patrons of 
Rome, where both were martyred around the same 
time. The two men had their differences, but they 
were central in establishing the Christian faith, 
which eventually won over the Roman Empire 
despite fierce opposition from officials. Saint 
Augustine wrote: “Both apostles share the same 
feast day, for these two were one . . . Let us 
embrace what they believed, their life, their labors, 
their sufferings, their preaching, and their 
confession of faith.” Amen. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Day: Acts 12:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 
17-18; Matthew 16:13-19 

Tuesday, Jun 30, 2020 
Optional Memorial of the First Martyrs  

of the Church of Rome 
Tertullian, one of the first Christian theologians, 
wrote: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church.” The church’s first martyrs are 
commemorated a day after the feast of Saints Peter 
and Paul—who tradition says were also victims of 
Nero’s slaughter, beginning in 64. And martyrs 
aren’t meant to be just a memory but also a model. 
Look no further than first responders and essential 
workers to see modern examples of those following 
the model of self-sacrifice for the sake of others. 
Offer a sign of gratitude for their service. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Matthew 8:23-27 

Wednesday, Jul 01, 2020 
Optional Memorial Of Junípero Serra, Priest 

Missionaries in the age of the Iberian conquest of 
the Americas played a complex role, as protectors 
of the Indians but also projectors of the empire’s 
power. Junípero Serra shares that mixed legacy—a 
mission priest who brought the saving power of 
Jesus but also was part of a colonization project that 
brought harsh treatment and epidemics. We know a 
little more about indigenous rights today—and 
about epidemics too, for that matter. Keep the 
faith, but mix it with a healthy dose of respect for 
different traditions. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 5:14-15, 21-24;  
Matthew 8:28-34 

Thursday, Jul 02, 2020 
Jesus healed in ways we consider miraculous, not 
because he had anything to prove about his power, 
but because his compassion urged him to alleviate 
suffering in whatever ways he could. His teaching 
and his healing went hand in hand: Both were 
focused on bringing us to wholeness. When he calls 
the paralytic man his son or child, it displays a mark 
of the tenderness he feels for all of us. Jesus draws 
us close in a healing embrace. Accept his healing 
today. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 7:10-17; Matthew 9:1-8 

Friday, Jul 03, 2020 
Feast of Thomas, Apostle 

Thomas may have started out doubting, but once he 
saw and touched the truth, his faith took him very 
far indeed. It is said he traveled to the southwest 
coast of India in the year 52 and spent the last 20 
years of his life there planting Christianity. To this 
day, “Saint Thomas Christians” in India trace their 
origins back to the apostle. In fact, Thomas is so 
popular that India has issued a commemorative 
stamp in his honor! Doubt does not oppose faith, it 
makes faith possible. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; John 20:24-29 

Saturday, Jul 04, 2020 
Independence Day 

It’s not all that well known that at its founding, the 
United States was not a terribly tolerant collection 
of colonies when it came to religion. Every colony 
but Pennsylvania had some form of anti-Catholic 
law at the time of Independence. Thankfully, 
customs, attitudes, and laws have evolved. But 
freedom can never be taken for granted, lest it be 
taken for good! Celebrate your freedom today—as 
an American and as a Catholic! 

TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 9:11-15; Matthew 9:14-17 

Invest just five minutes a day,  

and your faith will deepen  

and grow a day at a time. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Weekend of June 27th & 28th 

For the People of St. Steven’s 
 Richard Elston 

 LeRoy Anthony Gosslin 
 Kenneth Reinig 
 Ann Lasso 

Monday June 29th 

 Al & Richard Tenderella 

Tuesday June 30th  

 Francis & Ray Barlow 

Wednesday July 1th 

 Elizabeth Fox 

Thursday July 2nd 

 Dennis Powers 

Friday June 3rd 

 Josephine Vecchio 

Weekend of July 4th & July 5th 

 Lawrence Nicolosi 
For the People of St. Steven’s 

 Debi Nedich 
 Stanley Wiencek 

 William (Bud) Milliron 



CLERGY 

Fr. Eric Houseknecht 
Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Enoch Okpa 
Parochial Vicar/
Bereavement 

Deacon David Runyan 
Altar Servers/Sacristans 

Deacon Dick Corwin 
Baptism/Marriage 

Deacon Jack Benware 
Bereavement/Funerals 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Mike Radesi 
Parish Manager 

Andrew Gaitan  
Sound/Video 

Ryan Dugan 
Bookkeeper 

Karen Call 
Bulletin/Scheduling 

Yadi De La Torre 
Religious Ed 
Coordinator 

Tom Juran 
Maintenance/
Housekeeping 

 

St. Steven’s Roman Catholic Church 
is faith-filled and welcoming, sharing the love of the Eucharist 

in celebration of the Glory of God  

24827 S. Dobson Road, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248 
Phone: 480-895-9266 

www.saintstevensparish.org 

Office  

Is Open 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30—10:30 AM 

Proper Social Distancing 

Must be Followed 

Masks are required 

THE PARISH OFFICES WILL BE 

CLOSED THE WEEK OF  

JUNE 29—JULY 3 


