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Monday, Dec 14, 2020�

Memorial of John of the Cross, Priest, �

We have so many options in our modern world that 

it’s easy to walk away from any organization or 

community that we struggle with and simply join 

ones that are more agreeable to us. But what if 

we�stayed and worked to make them better 

instead? Saint John of the Cross did exactly that and 

reformed his Carmelite order, despite imprisonment 

for his efforts. When you feel disillusioned with 

institutions you love, be guided by John’s writing�

considered among the greatest in all of Spanish 

literature�about darkness leading to the light.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Numbers	24:2�7,	15�17a;	�

Matthew	21:23�27	�

Tuesday, Dec 15, 2020�

Advent Weekday�

Two days ago we celebrated Gaudete Sunday with 

refrains of rejoicing. Two days from now, we’ll begin 

to pray the O Antiphons�seven days to laud the 

fast�approaching Messiah. What to make of this in�

between time, when scripture shows Jesus chiding 

religious leaders and Old Testament prophets 

preach fire and brimstone? “The day in which we 

now find ourselves is still night,” wrote Saint 

Augustine. But the promise of salvation is sure. 

“Keep your attention closely fixed on it, as you 

would on a lamp shining in a dark place until the 

first streaks of dawn appear.”�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Zephaniah	3:1�2,	9�13;	�

Matthew	21:28�32	�

Wednesday, Dec 16, 2020�

Advent Weekday�

This Advent season is so different from any other in 

our lifetimes, and the holidays may not allow for 

worship in person with our faith communities or 

celebrations with beloved families. For many of us, 

this brings sadness to these Advent days as we 

mourn the loss of familiar rituals. The poetic words 

of theologian, educator, and civil rights leader 

Howard Thurman remind us that the work of 

Christmas is to “find the lost, heal the broken, feed 

the hungry . . . rebuild the nations and bring peace 

among others.” Let us pray for the grace to 

overcome any disappointment we feel and focus on 

feeding the hungry, having compassion for the 

broken, and rebuilding the relationships around us. 

In such practices, we will find Advent hope and 

peace.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Isaiah	45:6b�8,	18,	21c�25;	�

Luke	7:18b�23	�

Thursday, Dec 17, 2020�

Advent Weekday (O Wisdom)�

Today is the first of the O Antiphons, an Advent 

tradition from the seventh century whereby for a 

week the church’s evening prayer salutes the 

coming Messiah by different names each evening. 

Tonight monasteries, parishes, and ordinary 

Christians will sing or recite “O Sapientia” (Wisdom). 

Reading about the loveliness of this prayer is no 

substitute for hearing it. Let the ethereal sound of 

this ancient tradition uplift your prayer today. is “O 

Sapientia” sung by Dominican friars in Oxford, 

England.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Genesis	49:2,	8�10;	Matthew	1:1�17	�

Friday, Dec 18, 2020�

Advent Weekday (O Sacred Lord)�

The calamities that piled up in 2020 point surely to 

the longing of today’s O Antiphon. A wave of global 

pandemic, quarantine, massive unemployment, 

fires, floods, and protest for racial justice crests, 

resonating with the yearning for freedom. More 

than ever, we yearn for the Leader who will restore 

justice and rescue us with mighty power. And at a 

time when more people are exiled from their homes 

than ever before in human history, we 

commemorate Migrants Day with a plaintive call: 

Come, Lord Jesus to our human mess. We need you 

as we have throughout the centuries.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Jeremiah	23:5�8;	Matthew	1:18�25	�

Saturday, Dec 19, 2020�

Advent Weekday (O Flower of Jesse’s Stem)�

The image of “Jesse’s Stem” in today’s O Antiphon 

comes from the Book of Isaiah. Using the image of a 

tree much like we use a family tree to trace our 

lineage, Isaiah traces the lineage of the kings of 

Judah forward from Jesse, the father of King David, 

to the hoped�for Christ, the new king who might 

restore the monarchy to its former greatness. But 

like the birth of John the Baptist, the actual coming 

of the Christ would be a surprise, a new revelation 

of a heavenly Kingdom. Reflect on the various ways 

God has surprised you in your life.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Judges	13:2�7,	24�25a;	Luke	1:5�25	�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Weekend of December 12

th

 & 13

th�

3rd Week of Advent

�

��John Zweifler�

��Janice Marie Brown�

��Diane Brass�

��Anthony Narducci�

For the People of St. Steven’s�

Monday December 14

th

�

��Frances Mancuso�

Tuesday December 15

th

�

��Holy Souls�

Wednesday December 16

th

�

��William Davies�

Thursday December 17

th

�

��Frank Robert Panaro'o�

Friday December 18

th

�

��James Calabrese Sr.�

Weekend of December 19

th

 & 20

th�

4th Week of Advent

�

For the People of St. Steven’s�

��Janice Marie Brown �

��Jim Kiefer�

��Donald Linstrom�

��Diane Brass�



�t. �teven’s 
i� �
o��

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS & GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Special Gift Shop Times Available 

December 19

th

-20

th 

Saturday 4:30—After Mass 

Sunday 10:30—After Mass 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  

480.895.9266 

http://saintstevensparish.org 
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Arizona

CatholicMatch.com/AZ

Mike’s Body Shop
MIKE R. BALDENEGRO, OWNER

• American & Foreign Cars • Insurance Work Welcome

• Paint Jobs and Body Work • Auto Glass Replaced 
• Color Matching • Fiberglass Work • Frame Repair

Self-Employed Since 1970     480-963-5144

890 E. Chandler Blvd, Chandler

hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

40 Years of Conquering Your Electric Needs

EGAN ELECTRIC 
BOB EGAN

(480) 855-9375
eganelectric@msn.com

Bonded - Insured

Uniformed Technicians

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

 
Susan Chapple  
Preplanning Advisor
(480) 365-8938

susan.chapple@dignitymemorial.com 

Mention This Ad for your  
FREE Personal Planning Guide

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

CHASTON TAXES & ACCOUNTING
Chris J. Scoggin  |  CPA & Parishioner

Maricopa’s first CPA firm since 2004.
Specializing in Real Estate and Cross-Border Tax

(520) 568-3303  |  ChastonCPA.com
info@chastontax.com

Living Trusts • Wills • Probate
Family-Mediation

FREE Initial Consultation
CALL TODAY  (480) 565-8020

www.CLFUSA.com

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices

$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680	 Expires 3/31/21


