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Monday, Dec 28, 2020�

Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs�

On the heels of the joyful celebration of the birth of 

our Savior, we remember the Holy Innocents�all the 

baby boys who were murdered by Herod in his 

attempt to kill the child Jesus. Remember too all those 

innocents who die today at the hands of their 

governments and who are victims of institutional and 

structural violence. About the Holy Innocents, 

Matthew quotes Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in 

Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel 

weeping for her children . . .” Console today’s 

mourning mothers by fighting for children's rights and 

protections.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	John	1:5�2:2;	Matthew	2:13�18	�

Tuesday, Dec 29, 2020�

Fi�h Day within the Octave of the Na!vity of the 

Lord; Memorial of Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr�

Thomas Becket found himself having to choose 

between an earthly king and Christ the King. The cleric 

Thomas befriended England’s Henry II�leading Henry 

to appoint him chancellor. Later, when Henry spotted 

a chance to wield power over church affairs, he named 

his friend the archbishop of Canterbury. But Thomas 

would not go along with Henry’s plans. Repercussions 

followed, and in 1170 Thomas was brutally 

murdered�in Canterbury Cathedral�by the king’s 

men. Though perhaps with less dramatic outcomes, 

standing up for your convictions may cost you, too. 

Are you willing to pay the price?�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	John	2:3�11;	Luke	2:22�35	�

Wednesday, Dec 30, 2020�

Sixth Day within the Octave of the �

Na!vity of the Lord�

On this sixth day of the Octave, the Christmas 

celebration continues. Or it can�even if the culture 

around us has moved on. Especially in pandemic days, 

you may feel challenged to find hope and joy in the 

promise that God is with us. So celebrate by sharing 

that Divine Love, however you feel able to. Bake and 

share cookies, make a call to someone you may have 

overlooked this busy season, write a note of gratitude 

to someone who challenges you, or contribute to an 

organization that cares for mothers and children in 

this season of the Holy Family. Take time in prayer to 

recollect and give thanks for any awareness of God’s 

presence in recent days. Loving God, help me 

remember that Christmas is not a day but rather a 

season that invites me to see you at work in my life 

every day.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	John	2:12�17;	Luke	2:36�40	�

�

Thursday, Dec 31, 2020�

Seventh Day Within the Octave of the �

Na!vity of the Lord�

We might well ring out a difficult year with the words 

of today’s psalmist: “Let the heavens be glad and the 

Earth rejoice!” Rejoicing implies an expectation of 

better things to come, placing us firmly within the 

Christian virtue of hope. Christians are hopeful for 

many reasons, starting with the fact that Jesus’s death 

led to resurrection. The church teaches, too, that hope 

lies in building the kingdom of God on Earth, “as it is in 

heaven.” Lift up your hopes for 2021 to God, and be 

ready to work for them with God’s grace.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	John	2:18�21;	John	1:1�18	�

Friday, Jan 01, 2021�

World Day of Peace; Octave Day of the �

Na!vity of the Lord; Solemnity of the �

Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God�

We have longed for the year 2020 to be over, to move 

away from the pandemics that have wounded us 

collectively and individually. With 2021 on the 

calendar now, it feels like maybe, just maybe we can 

start anew at some point. Given the chance, we, along 

with all of creation, have the capacity to renew, that 

is, to be “new again”�not only each year but each 

moment. An essential ingredient to renewal is peace. 

The church calls us to follow Christ the Way of Peace, 

as Pope Benedict said on this day in 2007, “with hearts 

full of hope, notwithstanding the dangers and 

difficulties that surround us.” Let us pray for and 

choose peace for ourselves and for the world in all 

that we renew this year.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Numbers	6:22�27;	Galatians	4:4�7;	

Luke	2:16�21	�

Saturday, Jan 02, 2021�

Memorial of Basil the Great and Gregory �

Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors of the Church�

Spiritual friendship is one of the greatest gifts of life in 

a faith community. Basil and Gregory, fourth�century 

patriarchs of the Eastern Church, had such a friendship 

and spurred each other on to great accomplishments 

and service in their spiritual lives. We all need 

community and spiritual support as we work through 

the mysteries of our own personal lives and the 

challenges presented by a suffering world. Who can 

you count on for support and encouragement in 

these hard times? Do your resolutions for this new 

year include cultivation of spiritual community and 

friendships?�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	John	2:22�28;	John	1:19�28�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�
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MASS 

INTENTIONS 

Monday December 28

th

�

��John Kemp�

Tuesday December 29

th

�

�Special Inten�on for Patrick Arendi�

Wednesday December 30

th

�

��Dorothy Topel�

Thursday December 31

st�

Special Inten�on for Marie Kociusko�

Friday January 1

st�

��Leighton Nickerson�

MASS 

INTENTIONS 

Weekend of December 26

th

 & 27

th

�

��Steven Lamy�

For the People of St. Steven’s�

��Larry Page�

��Patricia Kaiser�

��Diane Brass�

MASS 

INTENTIONS 

Weekend of January 2

nd

 & 3

rd

�

��William (Bud) Milliron�

For the People of St. Steven’s�

Special Inten�ons for Bill Mariner�

THE LEGION  OF  

MARY�

The Legion of Mary 

at St. Steven’s 

Church wishes to 

express its appreci-

ation to our most 

valued Auxiliary members for their prayers.  Both 

Active and Auxiliary members are full members 

of the Legion of Mary.  By praying the Rosary and 

the Tesera prayers, Auxiliary members provide 

spiritual support for the Legion.   As the Legion 

handbook states “The Legion is under infinite 

debt to them.”  �

We look forward to our Auxiliary member meet-

ing in 2021, and  thank Fr. Eric for his continued 

support.  As we celebrate the joyous birth of Je-

sus,  may  this Marian  Christmas season and the 

New Year  bring you health and happiness.�



�

December	15,	2020�

As COVID�19 vaccines are now being distributed in Arizona and across the nation, 

the Diocese of Phoenix gives thanks to God for our !irst responders, medical 

professionals and public servants who continue to work sel!lessly throughout this 

pandemic for the common good. May they be protected from the COVID�19 virus, 

granted strength in their important work, and used as instruments of healing to 

those who are most in need.�

In concurrence with moral and scienti!ic guidance from the National Catholic 

Bioethics Center and Charlotte Lozier Institute, the Diocese of Phoenix af!irms that 

the P!izer and Moderna COVID�19 vaccines are morally acceptable and viable 

options for combatting the coronavirus. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

have provided this guidance as well. These vaccines were granted emergency use 

authorization from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and their 

development does not originate with abortion�derived cells.�

Not all vaccines in development avoid this direct connection with abortion. For 

example, vaccines developed by Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca used abortion�

derived cells in development. This direct connection to the evil of abortion makes 

these vaccines morally problematic.�

Due to the serious nature of the pandemic, Catholics should prayerfully consider 

getting vaccinated and consult their physicians or health care providers for 

personalized medical information. The Diocese of Phoenix urges local government 

leaders to ensure safe and affordable access to these vaccines, most especially for 

vulnerable and disadvantaged populations.�

During this Advent and Christmas season, remember that our hope lies in Jesus 

Christ and the power of His life, death and resurrection. Soon we will celebrate our 

Savior’s birth. During these trying times, it is important for us to love one another 

and to be patient and kind.�

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Junipero Serra and 

Venerable Eusebio Francesco Kino, may God pour out His blessings upon us.�

Be	Healthy	�	Be	Smart	�	Be	Holy.�



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                St. Steven, Sun Lakes, AZ                B 4C 05-0404

hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

40 Years of Conquering Your Electric Needs

EGAN ELECTRIC 
BOB EGAN

(480) 855-9375
eganelectric@msn.com

Bonded - Insured

Uniformed Technicians

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

 
Susan Chapple  
Preplanning Advisor
(480) 365-8938

susan.chapple@dignitymemorial.com 

Mention This Ad for your  
FREE Personal Planning Guide

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

CHASTON TAXES & ACCOUNTING
Chris J. Scoggin  |  CPA & Parishioner

Maricopa’s first CPA firm since 2004.
Specializing in Real Estate and Cross-Border Tax

(520) 568-3303  |  ChastonCPA.com
info@chastontax.com

Living Trusts • Wills • Probate
Family-Mediation

FREE Initial Consultation
CALL TODAY  (480) 565-8020

www.CLFUSA.com

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 Expires 3/31/21


