
Home Edi	on�

Praying at Home�

ST. STEVEN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

24827 S. DOBSON RD, SUN LAKES, AZ | 480�895�9266 | HTTP://SAINTSTEVENSPARISH.ORG 















�

�

Monday, Jan 25, 2021�

Feast of The Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle�

It is arguably the biggest about�face in history: Paul 

goes from passionately persecuting Christians to 

converting to Christianity and becoming one of its 

most important champions. And it’s a hard�to�beat 

conversion story: falling off a horse and 

encountering the risen Lord. But it’s a story that 

happens in the hearts of Christians all the time: Life 

knocks you down while going the wrong way, and 

you’re not ready, willing, or able to see the truth�

and then somehow Jesus changes everything. By 

the grace of God, it happens to you again and again. 

Paul is proof that it’s never too late, that you’ve 

never made too many mistakes, that you’re never 

too far gone to keep turning yourself around.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	22:3�16	or	9:1�22;	Mark	16:15�18	�

Tuesday, Jan 26, 2021�

Memorial of Timothy and Titus, Bishops�

We honor Timothy and Titus one day after the 

conversion of Saint Paul. For Paul, once converted, 

wasted no time in spreading the gospel and relied 

on many to help with his missionary work. Few of 

his companions were as key�or as beloved�as 

Timothy and Titus. Paul gave them the toughest 

assignments, and his letters to them are the only 

ones addressed to fellow missionaries that are 

included in the Bible. In those epistles, Paul refers to 

them as “my dear child” and “my true child in our 

common faith”�reminders that all become 

brothers and sisters through Christ.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	2	Timothy	1:1�8	OR	Titus	1:1�5;	�

Mark	3:31�35	�

Wednesday, Jan 27, 2021�

On this day in 2005, the 60th anniversary of the 

liberation of Auschwitz concentration camp, the 

United Nations established International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day. With firm resolve to educate 

future generations about the horrors of the 

Holocaust, this annual event is a clarion call never to 

forget the Nazi atrocities that claimed the lives of 6 

million Jews and millions more others. U.N. 

Secretary General Antonio Guterres warns that it 

would be  a “dangerous error to think of the 

Holocaust as simply the result of the insanity of a 

group of criminal Nazis.” It happened because of the 

“millennia of hatred, scapegoating, and 

discrimination targeting the Jews.”  Pray today for 

grace to choose love rather than hate, to choose 

inclusion rather than discrimination.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	10:11�18;	Psalm	110;	�

Mark	4:1�20	�

Thursday, Jan 28, 2021�

Memorial of Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Religious, 

Doctor of the Church�

How apt that the gospel on today’s memorial of 

Saint Thomas Aquinas encourages us to let our light 

shine. This saint’s light was his powerful intellect, 

and it still shines brightly today. His theological 

writings, particularly Summa Theologiae, continue 

to have tremendous impact on the church. One of 

his lasting insights is that faith and reason both 

come from God, and Christian doctrine is not at 

odds with rational thought. In honor of this doctor 

of the church with his relentlessly probing mind, 

take time to sharpen your own understanding of a 

faith�related issue.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	10:19�25;	Mark	4:21�25	�

Friday, Jan 29, 2021�

“Offer it up” is a phrase that seems baked into our 

Catholic tradition. Often it comes out at times when 

we are at a loss from the complexities and pain of 

suffering, which can leave us hopeless, scared, and 

lonely. After months of social distancing, mourning 

deaths, job and school closures, and holidays spent 

alone, we are all in a kind of personal and corporate 

space of suffering. We are invited to truly offer, that 

is, to give ourselves into the care of others and into 

the loving embrace of Jesus the Christ who also has 

known suffering intimately. What do you need to 

offer up and how can you lovingly embrace others’ 

offerings of themselves?�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	10:32�39;	Mark	4:26�34	�

Saturday, Jan 30, 2021�

Inheritance is a big deal in the Bible. Not so much 

legal inheritance, though that is mentioned, but 

theological inheritance, the gifts God bestows on 

the community of faith�the people of Israel�and 

later, in the New Testament, to the followers of 

Christ. We all share in that inheritance, that “holy 

ground” promised so long ago to Abraham and his 

descendants. How will you put your inheritance to 

use? Will you pass it on to others, or will it end with 

you? How you invest your time, talent, and treasure 

will determine the answer to that question.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	11:1�2,	8�19;	Mark	4:35�41�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�
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Mass Intentions 

Weekend of January 23

rd

 & 24

th�

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

�

� Sebas�an Caravella�

For the People of St Stevens�

� Gregory Peterson�

� Monday January 25

th

�

� Thomas Smedley�

Tuesday January 26

th

�

� Irene & Daniel DiNubila�

Wednesday January 27

th

�

� Wayne Savage�

Thursday January 28

th

�

� Fr. Jonathan Wehrle�

Friday January 29

th

�

� John Zweifler�

Weekend of January 30

th

 & 31

st

�

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

�

� Judy Dingeldine�

For the People of St Stevens�

� David Brizek�

�

�

�



Questions	Catholics	Ask�

Shouldn’t	churches	stay	open	in	times	of	crisis?�

The church building as place of refuge and safety is contradicted in �mes of contagious disease.�

In periods of social upheaval, the church has always been there for those who seek her. The idea 

of sanctuary�is rooted in the idea that sacred spaces are universal safe houses for those in trouble. 

They’re also havens for sinners, the poor, and seekers of divine Presence. For these reasons, a 

Catholic church is consecrated territory, generally open to all comers and a welcome refuge in 

difficult �mes especially.�

The church building as place of refuge and safety is contradicted in �mes of contagious disease, 

however. Where contagion is present, gathering is a dangerous thing to do. Not just for the 

individual, but for society altogether. This wasn’t understood in the Middle Ages during the era of 

plague, nor even in more recent centuries when waves of yellow fever or leprosy spread through 

port ci�es. While germ theory was proposed as early as the 11th century, and reintroduced 

periodically, it was largely dismissed un�l 1850 when Louis Pasteur did his research. Viruses were 

discovered in the 1890s. This be.er understanding of how disease spreads gives us many new tools 

with which to contain and defeat it.�

The church isn’t exempt from the science of a pandemic. We exercise charity in acknowledging 

that, while Catholics are spiritually hardwired to seek the sacraments, especially in anxious �mes, 

what serves the common good is to consider the welfare of the whole community. Yes, I want access 

to sacraments; and I want the support of the community in faith. But there are other ways to do this 

besides gathering in a church building in these weeks when special cau�on benefits the world that 

God so loves.�

Charity recommends we do what the saints did: enjoy “spiritual communion” un�l we have the 

privilege of the real thing. Mother Francis Cabrini took 37 sea voyages back and forth across the 

Atlan�c during her missionary years. During those voyages, she and her sisters were without Mass or 

the sacraments for weeks or even months. She wrote o<en about this depriva�on: “We believed we 

would arrive in �me to celebrate the Feast of the Patronage of Saint Joseph; instead we have to 

spend it at sea, without Mass, without Communion…. Meanwhile, the view con�nually before our 

eyes, the work of the One whom we so much desire to receive into the small sanctuary of our souls, 

serves as prepara�on for a worthy Communion.”�

Perhaps this �me of austere fas�ng from even the consola�on of the sacraments will prepare us 

for a more worthy communion soon.�

Scripture: Ma.hew 10:27�32; 12:1�8; John 14:1�6; 15:1�5; 17:1�19�

Books: To the Ends of the Earth: The Missionary Travels, by Francis X. Cabrini (Center for 

Migra�on Studies, 2001)�

The Eucharist and the Hunger of the World, by�Monika Hellwig (Sheed & Ward, 1992)�

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books including �

This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com.�
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hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

40 Years of Conquering Your Electric Needs

EGAN ELECTRIC 
BOB EGAN

(480) 855-9375
eganelectric@msn.com

Bonded - Insured

Uniformed Technicians

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

 
Susan Chapple  
Preplanning Advisor
(480) 365-8938

susan.chapple@dignitymemorial.com 

Mention This Ad for your  
FREE Personal Planning Guide

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

CHASTON TAXES & ACCOUNTING
Chris J. Scoggin  |  CPA & Parishioner

Maricopa’s first CPA firm since 2004.
Specializing in Real Estate and Cross-Border Tax

(520) 568-3303  |  ChastonCPA.com
info@chastontax.com

Living Trusts • Wills • Probate
Family-Mediation

FREE Initial Consultation
CALL TODAY  (480) 565-8020

www.CLFUSA.com

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 Expires 3/31/21


