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Monday, May 03, 2021�

Feast of Philip and James, Apostles��

Poor James the Lesser. The other apostle named 

James�the Greater�got the better nickname. We 

don’t even know anything about James the Lesser, 

other than his name and that Jesus picked him to be 

one of the 12�but that alone speaks volumes 

about this James. We’ve all experienced what it 

feels like to have labels attached to us that make us 

feel less in the eyes of others, if we even feel seen 

or known at all. But God looks past those labels to 

the truth of our identity. That’s where you’ll find 

your value and dignity, even if others don’t seem to. 

Remember that, like James, you are God’s chosen.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	Corinthians	15:1�8;	John	14:6�14	�

Tuesday, May 04, 2021�

Easter Weekday�

Today is Teacher Appreciation Day, recognizing 

teachers as a force for good�especially in this 

pandemic year. Through John Baptist de La Salle, 

patron saint of all teachers, we might say the best 

educators naturally follow a “Lasallian” philosophy 

of education. “The Lasallian tradition emphasizes 

the fact that all people, especially the young, have 

an inherent dignity which comes from their being 

created in the image of God,” explains St. Mary’s 

College of Winona. “Education is a means of 

developing this dignity for the well�being of each 

student as well as for the well�being of our society.” 

Thank a teacher today.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	14:19�28;	John	14:27�31a	�

Wednesday, May 05, 2021�

Easter Weekday�

Though today’s “Cinco de Mayo” celebrations 

commemorate but a single Mexican victory over 

France at the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862, in 

the United States it has become an opportunity to 

honor the heritage and culture of Mexican people. 

As folks revel in parades and festivals, enjoying 

Mexican cuisine and music, we recall these words 

from the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “Human 

interdependence is increasing and spreading 

through the world . . . embracing people who enjoy 

equal natural dignity.” Celebrate Cinco de Mayo 

with a prayer of gratitude for the richness of human 

diversity.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	15:1�6;	John	15:1�8	�

�

�

Thursday, May 06, 2021�

Easter Weekday�

One of the earliest conflicts in the church had to do 

with whether Gentiles should have to follow the 

laws and customs of Judaism. Because Christianity 

grew out of Judaism, early church leaders had a 

hard time sorting out what was essential to the 

emerging Christian faith and what was simply the 

“way we’ve always done it.” This question continues 

to vex church�leaders to this day and has gone 

through many iterations�from questions about 

ritual practices, to prayers and social norms. What is 

essential to the faith? That we love God with our 

whole heart, mind, and soul, and love our neighbor 

as ourselves. Everything else may well be a matter 

of custom. When it comes to faith, take time today 

to get back to the basics.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	15:7�21,	John	15:9�11	�

Friday, May 07, 2021�

Easter Weekday�

If you have a garden, you might be checking the 

forecast these days to see if conditions are right for 

planting. Gardens play an outsize role in the 

Christian imagination. From the Garden of Eden to 

the Garden of Gethsemane, key events happen in 

gardens. For centuries communities of sisters, 

brothers, and priests have cultivated gardens for 

food, edification, and connection to a major 

metaphor for spiritual development. Seek out a 

patch of green, and whether you plant a seed or 

enjoy a bloom, connecting with creation will 

connect you with the Creator.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	15:22�31;	John	15:12�17	�

Saturday, May 08, 2021�

Easter Weekday�

Blessed Teresa Demjanovich (1901�27) has been 

called America’s “Little Flower.” Like Thérèse from 

Lisieux, France, Teresa from Bayonne, New Jersey 

was a spiritual writer of great insight who also died 

young. Because of her virtue, her writings, and a 

miracle healing attributed to her intercession, she 

was beatified in the Newark cathedral in 2014, the 

first�ever such ceremony held in the United States. 

Her elevation to sainthood awaits confirmation of a 

second miracle. Teresa’s mother died in the 1918 

pandemic, which killed well over 500,000 

Americans. Sound sadly familiar? Ask Blessed 

Teresa’s intercession for all who have suffered 

because of COVID�19.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	16:1�10;	John	15:18�21�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�
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Mass Times 

Daily Masses:�

Monday�Thursday at 8:00 a.m.�

Weekend Masses:�

Saturday Vigil at 4:00 p.m.�

Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.�

All Masses are streamed�

h�p://saintstevensparish.org�

Mass Intentions 

Weekend of May 1

st

& 2

nd

�

5th Sunday of Easter

�

 � Marsh West�

For the People of St Stevens�

� Frederick Mayernik�

� Monday May 3

rd

�

� Thomas Tank�

Tuesday May 4

th

�

� Ine (Agnes) Tu Nguyen�

Wednesday May 5

th

�

� Dave Dingeldine�

Thursday May 6

th

�

� Elizabeth Flannery &�

Margaret Minarick�

Friday May 7

th

�

� Donald Lindstrom�

Weekend of May 8

th 

& 9

th

�

6th Sunday of Easter

�

 Special Inten'ons for �

Christopher Slate�

For the People of St Stevens�

� Donald & Marie Kilcullen�

Anniversaries 

John & Marion Cavanagh���������������58�

Ray & Fran Marlinga����������������������58�

David & Patricia Scherr������������������58�

John & Ellie Concannon�����������������56�

Robert & Marcia Judnick����������������56�

Bob & Pat Hirt��������������������������������53�

Terry & Ardella Wiesbeck���������������49�

George & Chandra Kradora������������48�

Tony & Mary Sluzas������������������������44�

Mike & Lisa Radesi�������������������������40�

Jim “Smiley” & Pat Smykowski�������32�

Mike & Sandra Sarna���������������������26�

Paul & Diana Perez�������������������������17�

Office & Gift Shop 

Hours 

Mon.�Thur., 9:00 a.m.�12 Noon�

Closed Friday 



Memorial Candles to Honor Your Loved Ones�

Memorial Candles are available through the Gift Shop.  

The candles are lit for 1 year @ $365/year per candle. �

A plaque is placed in front of the candle to honor your 

family members with text limited to 20 characters.�

�

Our Adoration Chapel is available through our Website 

for prayer and adoration Monday�Thursday.  Please 

reserve your prayer time online at saintstevensparish.org �

CHURCH�

Last week we discovered the 

stair tread on the riser in the 

choir area had a broken and 

damaged sec�on.  A�er 

closer inspec�on we 

discovered that termites 

had burrowed from the 

ground and in between the 

concrete to find wood for 

their buffet. The area was 

treated on Tuesday of this 

past week and will be minus 

the stair riser for a month as 

the termite treatment is 

completed.�

COURTYARD�

We are hoping that our 

outdoor benches and chairs 

for under our new pergolas 

arrive this week to complete 

the courtyard beau�fica�on 

and enhance the area for 

prayer and conversa�on as 

we look forward to the day 

when we can spend more 

�me in socializing once 

again. �

GROUNDS�

This week our Landscape 

service is replenishing our 

rock for the first �me in 

many years.  Part of our 

regular maintenance and 

grounds improvement.�



We are slowly emerging from more than a 

year of the COVID pandemic and are opening to 

more a(endees at mass and hopefully looking to 

the fall for other ministries to resume ac�vi�es 

s�ll on a cau�ous and limited basis. It is important 

for all of you to see how this year has impacted 

our parish and how your parish staff and I have 

tried to mi�gate some of the fallout from this 

�me of closures and reduced a(endance. In 

general, our parish income has decreased by 

$600,000 from the year prior to COVID. 

A(endance is down 60% (Both from % allowed to 

safely be seated and the Bishop’s dispensa�on 

from Sunday obliga�on).�

Our efforts to cut our expenses by close to 

$500,000 included the following:�

�� Reduced staffing and yet maintaining 

necessary opera�ons�

�� Cu8ng hours open to reduce electric 

and salaries to 30�32 hours�

�� Shi�ing the use of buildings, e.g., 

smaller chapel open for prayer and 

adora�on versus the main sanctuary 

and its accompanying cost to maintain 

hea�ng and cooling�

Other comparisons of income and expenses 

include our average income for Easter prior to 

COVID being $34,000 and our current Easter 

income being $11,500.  Income for flowers and 

memorials averaged over $6,000 annually and 

this past year dropped to $4,000.  The same 

flower arrangements for the season increased in 

cost by over $2,500.�

Concerning the Gi� Shop�In actuality, our 

revenues increased by $6,000 during the year of 

COVD and it con�nues to be a posi�ve source of 

income and of service to our Parish Community. �

Of the 1600 families prior to COVID, less than 

one�thousand families are considered to be ac�ve 

parishioners by the Diocesan standards 

(a(endance and making any financial 

contribu�on within the past 12 months). With 

this reduc�on in parish size, we no longer qualify 

as a large enough parish to qualify for an 

addi�onal priest.  The shortage of priests has 

resulted in many re�red priests working beyond 

re�rement and well past their 80’s.  All priests are 

mandated to take one (1) day off/week, plus an 

addi�onal day off each month.  Addi�onally, all 

priests are en�tled to a week off a�er Christmas 

masses and the Easter masses along with their 

annual month of vaca�on. Given the priest 

shortage and with Fr. Pierre, who has recently 

begun to celebrate a daily mass to give Fr. Eric 

one day off per week, having hip replacement 

surgery scheduled for May 4

th

 we will be 

inaugura�ng a new schedule to help with both 

trimming expenses and alloca�ng �me off for all 

employees.�

Summer Schedule�

Beginning May 1�September 30 �

Daily Masses�

Monday�Thursday 8:00 a.m. �

No Friday Mass�

Confessions�

Saturday 3:00 p.m.�3:00 p.m.�

Weekend Masses (Remain the Same)�

Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m.�

Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.�

Office & Gi% Shop Hours�

Monday�Thursday 9:00 a.m.�12:00 (Noon) �

Closed Fridays�

ST. STEVEN’S JOURNEYING THROUGH THE PAST YEAR �

OF THE COVID PANDEMIC�
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hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org

Contact Dave Hyde
to place an ad today!

dhyde@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5820
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 Expires 3/31/21

ESTATE PLANNING

Trusts • Wills • POAs

Contact Dave Hyde
to place an ad today!

dhyde@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5820


