
Donating online is easy!
Just aim your phone
camera at the QR Code
and follow the link.
Thank you!

MASS SCHEDULE

GET IN TOUCH

DONATE ONLINE

Welcome!

Saturday | 8:30am, 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:30pm

1971 St. Lawrence Dr.
Santa Clara, CA 95051
408-296-3000
parish@saintlawrence.org
www.saintlawrence.org

Monday | 8:30am
Tuesday | 8:30am
Wednesday | 8:30am
Thursday | 8:30am
Friday | 8:30am

Weekend Masses

Saint Lawrence the Martyr
Catholic Church

Weekday Masses

Confession

DECEMBER 14,  2025 |  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Wednesday | 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Saturday | 9:00am - 10:00am
3:30pm - 4:30pm
or by appointment

Eucharist Adoration and Holy Hour with Exposition & Benediction
Every Thursday

9:15 AM - 6:00 PM
after 8:30 AM Mass
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Live Stream Broadcast at:
facebook.com/stlawrencedsj/live



Happy and joyous Gaudete Sunday on the 3rd Sunday in Advent! We take a
small break from Purple and venture into Rose colored Vestments.  This is one
of two Sundays, the other is in Lent, in which the priest and deacon are
permitted to wear Rose Vestments. It is also just 11 days until the birth of
Jesus on Christmas night. God is so very good!
In our Advent reflection booklet, we are reminded of two very important
things from the reading from St. James this Sunday: be patient and be firm in
our resolve. The problem is we are not patient people. 
Our society has geared our hearts for the immediate, toward unrelenting
urgency and for quick access to anything we need. We order something
online and we are frustrated that it will take two days to arrive at our
doorsteps. We open our computers and get impatient at the 45 seconds it
takes to open up the screen.We begin to feel anxious if our driving time
becomes longer on our “maps” application in our car.  
Today, we are reminded once more how Our Blessed Mother has been
waiting for the last 9 months, the people of Israel have been waiting centuries
and we as disciples of Jesus wait in patience for His return in glory. the
perseverance in waiting informs our patience because without the promise in
faith, and obedience to God’s will, our faith becomes an unbearable burden
against the worries of the world. This is why we are invited not to wait alone
but to join together in sharing the wait and open our eyes to how what we
do today we act in joyful patience of God’s love for each of us. 
As we move forward these next few weeks, I would ask you to prayerfully
consider your stewardship offering for Christmas or the end of the year.Your
support is vital for us to continue to offer you the services we provide
throughout the year. The Christmas offering is our largest offering to the
parish.You should have received in the Christmas letter an envelope for
offering, please place your donation in the envelope, or use the online
platforms so we can thank you for your gift. Once more thank you for your
offer of financial stewardship. 

“Whoever cares for the poor lends to the LORD, who will pay back the sum in
full.” (Prov. 19:17)

God Bless,
Fr. Mark
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From the Desk of Fr. Mark
¡Feliz y alegre Domingo de Gaudete, nuestro III domingo de Adviento! Nos
tomamos un pequeño descanso del color morado y nos aventuramos a
ponernos las vestiduras rosas. Este es uno de los dos domingos (el otro es
de Cuaresma) en que el sacerdote y el diácono pueden usar las vestiduras
rosas. Además, faltan solo 11 días para el nacimiento de Jesús en la noche
de Navidad. ¡Dios es tan bueno!
En nuestro folleto de reflexión de Adviento, la lectura de Santiago de este
domingo nos recuerda dos cosas muy importantes: ser pacientes y ser
firmes en nuestra determinación. ¡El problema es que no somos personas
pacientes! 
Nuestra sociedad ha adaptado nuestros corazones a lo inmediato, a la
urgencia implacable y al acceso rápido a todo lo que necesitamos. Pedimos
algo en línea y nos frustra que tarde dos días en llegar a casa. Abrimos la
computadora y nos impacientamos al ver los 45 segundos que tarda en
abrirse la pantalla. Empezamos a sentir ansiedad si el tiempo de conducción
se alarga en la aplicación de mapas del coche.
Hoy recordamos una vez más cómo Nuestra Santísima Madre ha esperado
los últimos 9 meses, el pueblo de Israel ha esperado siglos y nosotros,
como discípulos de Jesús, esperamos con paciencia su regreso en gloria.
La perseverancia en la espera alimenta nuestra paciencia, porque sin la
promesa de fe y la obediencia a la voluntad de Dios, nuestra fe se
convierte en una carga insoportable ante las preocupaciones del mundo.
Por eso se nos invita a no esperar solos, sino a compartir la espera y a abrir
los ojos y mirar cómo lo que hacemos hoy lo hacemos con gozosa
paciencia, con el amor de Dios por cada uno de nosotros.
A medida que avanzamos en las próximas semanas, les pido que
consideren con oración su ofrenda de administración para Navidad o fin de
año. Su apoyo es vital para que podamos continuar ofreciéndoles los
servicios que brindamos durante todo el año. La ofrenda de Navidad es
nuestra mayor ofrenda a la parroquia. Deberían haber recibido un sobre para
la ofrenda en la carta de Navidad; por favor, coloquen su ofrenda en el
sobre o utilicen las plataformas en línea para que podamos agradecerles su
donativo. Una vez más, gracias por su ofrenda monetaria. “Quien se apiada
del pobre presta a Yahvé y recibirá su recompensa.” (Proverbios 19:17)
¡Dios los bendiga!
 Padre Mark.

Desde el Escritorio del Padre Mark
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PLEASE PRAY FOR...

WEEKLY READINGS

Troy Alfonso
Jayden Amys
Kiernan Arata

Mike Armstrong
Erika S. Barragan

Bernadette Cabarles
Marisa Carlini

Barbara Gasdick
Jessie Garibaldi

Margaret Gradwohl
Badiah Handal
Joseph Handal

Margaret Haselden
Alexa Hechema

Corazon Kalt
Diana Marie Kalt 
Laura Salgado 
Maes Family 

Karina Magallanes
Lucia Pacheco Mara

Vivian Mara
Elizabeth McGuire

John McGuire

Mendoza Family
Jackie Mussynski

Pat Naki
Ellen Navarra

Virginia Olenak
Dcn. Greg Ortiz

Lina Pirotta
Ana Quijada

Laura E. Quijada
Lulu Razón

Pedro Rincón
Teresa Rincón

Tiburcia Rodriguez
Arman Santiago
Gina Santiago

Elizabeth Sanville
Rachel Sanville
Lizzy Sanville

Rose Siudzinski
Martha Schmitz

Hortensia Valadez
Soledad Valadez

Rosalio Villagomez
 

Readings for the week of December 14, 2025

Sunday:          Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11

Monday:         Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday:         Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17

Thursday:       Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25

Friday:            Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25

Saturday:        Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

 

©LPi

Attention Parish Groups!

If you want to submit
content to feature in the
bulletin, please send to:
giuliana.razon@dsj.org

Content must be submitted
two weeks prior to the

requested date. 

Atención Grupos Parroquiales!
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Join us as we celebrate Simbang Gabi, the beloved Filipino novena
in joyful preparation for the birth of our Lord.
From December 15 to December 23, we gather each day in faith,
hope, and anticipation.
Simbang Gabi Schedule:

Weekdays: 7:00 PM
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 6:00 PM

Come, let us prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ together.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Every Wednesday • 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Draw near to the Lord’s mercy.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every
Wednesday from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM.
Come and encounter Christ, who waits to receive
you with compassion, healing, and forgiveness.
Let His grace renew your heart and restore your
peace.

WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER SIMBAG GABI MASSES

Sacramento of Reconciliación
Cada Miércoles • 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Acércate a la misericordia del Señor.
El sacramento de la Reconciliación está disponible
todos los miércoles de 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM.
Ven y encuentra a Cristo, que te espera para recibirte
con compasión, sanación y perdón.
Que su gracia renueve tu corazón y te devuelva la paz.

MIERCOLES EN DICIEMBRE

Únase a nosotros para celebrar Simbang Gabi, la querida novena
filipina en alegre preparación para el nacimiento de nuestro Señor.
Del 15 al 23 de diciembre, nos reuniremos cada día con fe,
esperanza y expectación.
Horario de Simbang Gabi:
De lunes a viernes: 7:00 PM
Sábado: 5:00 PM
Domingo: 6:00 PM
Vengan, preparemos juntos nuestros corazones para la llegada de
Cristo.

SIMBAG GABI MASSES

Pancake

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
 AFTER THE 8AM & 10 AM

MASSES ONLY

SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS COUNCIL 5277

BREAKFAST INCLUDES: 
3 PANCAKES, 2 SAUSAGES,

COFFEE, MILK AND / OR JUICE
SERVED AFTER THE 8AM AND 10
AM SUNDAY MORNING MASSES

DONATIONS ACCEPTED!

SECOND COLLECTION DECEMBER 13-14, 2025
Provides funding to any religious institute in the U.S. that is
listed in the religious institute section of the OCD with an
identifying OCD number, and that has an unfunded past
service liability. It distributes financial assistance from the
fund to religious institutes based on a formula and criteria
approved by the conferences of major superiors and
bishops.
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A Lifeline for Marriage – Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples

through difficult times in their marriages. It is designed to provide the tools to help get your

marriage back on track. It will give you the opportunity to rediscover each other and

examine your lives together in a new and positive way. This program has helped 10’s of

1000’s of couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels including disillusionment and

deep misery. For confidential information about or to register for the February program

beginning with a weekend on Feb 20 - 22, 2026 call 408-605-4998, email:

SanJose@RetroCA.com or visit our website at: www.HelpOurMarriage.org



About Us / Sobre Nosotros
St. Lawrence the Martry Catholic Church
11971 St. Lawrence Dr.
Santa Clara, CA 95051

Connect With Us / Conecta Con Nosotros

P | (408) 296-3000
www.saintlawrence.org
parish@saintlawrence.org

/stlawrencedsj
@stlawrencedsj
@stlawrencedsj

Saint Lawrence the Martyr Catholic Church
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Today is traditionally called “Gaudete Sunday”(the Latin “gaudete” means “rejoice”).

The House Church – An interesting phenomenon takes place in homes at Christmas. There is no other time of the year when it is
so natural to have a “religious presence” in our house. 

The Christmas tree itself is a religious symbol. Its origins are rooted ithe the “tree of life” in the Garden of Eden.Often we place
the star of the Magi, or an angel at the top.
At Christmas we have a manager scene with the child Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, the Magi, and angels.
Candles – closely associated with religious ritual – are a popular Christmas decoration in the home.
We listen to religious music in our homes – Christmas carols with religious themes.
A prayer is usually said before the Christmas meal, even in homes where this is seldom done during the year.

This might set us thinking about the value of year-round religious symbols in the home – the “house church.” Since Vatican II,
we’ve renovated our churches to enhance the religious symbols there. Perhaps we need to focus on the renovation of our house
church.

We have a tradition of religious symbols in the home – the cross, a family Bible, art works, palm branches. But it’s faded a bit. The
Christmas season is a good time to take a second look at having year-round religious symbols in our house church.

LITURGY CORNER
by Deborah Ferry



“Id a anunciar a Juan lo que estáis viendo y oyendo: los ciegos ven y los
inválidos andan; los leprosos quedan limpios y los sordos oyen; los
muertos resucitan y a los pobres se les anuncia la buena noticia. ¡Y
dichoso el que no se siente defraudado por mí!” (Mt 11, 2-6)
        ¿Quiénes son los pobres? Son, en primer lugar, aquellos que padecen
necesidad física, material; son las muchedumbres de campesinos de
Iberoamérica, África o Asia; los habitantes de los barrios periféricos en las
grandes ciudades; los emigrantes; los despreciados por causa de su raza,
por su religión o por alguna deficiencia que les hace incapaces de
competir en una sociedad como la nuestra. Estos son los primeros pobres,
y olvidarlo es una ofensa para ellos.
        Pero también es un error olvidar que son pobres los que viven solos,
los que padecen las consecuencias de una ruptura matrimonial, los que
están enfermos y, en definitiva, todos aquellos que por un motivo u otro
sufren. Unos y otros llevan en su cuerpo o en su espíritu la marca del
Crucificado, que en la cruz no sólo padeció por los clavos y las espinas,
sino también por el abandono de los amigos.
        ¿Qué significa, entonces, anunciar la buena noticia a los pobres?
Significa ayudarles a solucionar sus problemas, con todas nuestras
fuerzas. Pero, a la vez, ofrecerles la experiencia personal del encuentro con
Dios, que es quien verdaderamente les puede ayudar y el único que a ellos
como todos los demás les va a dar la felicidad.
        Además, hay otra cosa en esta “palabra de vida”: la exclamación de
Cristo llamando dichoso al que no se sienta defraudado por Él. Es decir, al
que no crea que Él no hace nada porque rechaza la violencia como medio
para solucionar los problemas, o porque no hace milagros para que éstos
desaparezcan.
Propósito: Ayudar a todo aquel que sufre, con la limosna o con la
compañía, en la medida de nuestras fuerzas. Pero también hablarles de
Dios. Y no dudar de Cristo ni de la eficacia de su mensaje.

Padre Santiago Martin (FM)
Responsable MARC
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It is recommended that Mass Intentions are
scheduled at least TWO MONTHS in advance
to increase the probability of obtaining the
Mass date and time requested. We will try our
best to grant your Mass intention on the
specific date requested and can not promise
that each Mass intention will be celebrated on
the specific date requested. 
To request a Mass intention, contact the 
Parish Office at: 
parish@saintlawrence.org or 
giuliana.razon@dsj.org or call and leave a 
message for Giuliana at (408) 296-3000 ext.
431, with the information needed below. 
 
* Their name and contact number
* Requested date for Mass Intention
* Info for Mass Intention
* Requested donation is $10 per Mass as
determined by diocesan policy (#206), is to
accompany each Mass request 
* Make checks payable to: St. Lawrence the
Martyr Parish.
* Mail your donation to:
1971 St. Lawrence Drive, Santa Clara, Ca
95051
Or you may request a Mass intention and
complete your donation on our parish website: 
saintlawrence.org/massintention-requests or
scan the QR code below: 
 

BULLETIN CONTENT
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IS NOW OPEN!

Office of Financial Services
If you suspect financial mismanagement 

or misconduct in your parish, school, 
or in the Diocese of San Jose, 
please contact: EthicsPoint 

dsj.ethicspoint.com 
or hotline 888-325-7863

 

Office for the Protection 
of Children and Vulnerable Adults 

Diocese of San Jose
 Anthony Gonzalez

 Phone:1-408-983-0113
Fax:1-408-983-0147

 Emergency line: 1-408-983-0141 
E-mail: protection@dsj.org

 


