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easter sunday 

April 04,  2021 

Saint Francis Borgia was dedicated on September 30, 1952 by the 

Most Reverend Francis R. Cotton, D.D. Bishop of  Owensboro, Ky.  

SAINT FRANCIS BORGIA  

 

 

 

Welcome Visitors & New Parishioners 

Reaffirming our own faith in  

Jesus, the Christ, we gladly 

welcome you into this 

community of faith, enfolding 

you with our love and 

committing ourselves to your care. 

Clayton Brantley 
Kate Britto 
Christine Bryant 
Dorris & Joyce Collins 
Marcie Conditt 
Dylan Davis 
Morgan Day 
Jim Fortman 
David Garner 
Heather Green 
Billy Greenwell 
Bob & Faye Greenwell 

Dan Haas 
Fleetie Haas 
Marie Heriges 
Darrel Jones 
Mary Kampf 
Don & Beth Kemp 
Angie Kurzendoerfer 
JoAnn Kurzendoerfer 
Vickie LaRue 
Anne Laughlin 

Steve Little 
Kim Mosley 

Dylan O’Nan 
Eddie Owen 
Jamie Payton 
Lita Pfingston 
Bill Puckett 
Carol Rhodes 
Gilbert Rudd 
Peggy & Cletus Russelburg 
Sharron Russelburg 
Jessica Shelton 
George Smith 
Mary Thornsbury 
Denise Timmons 
Peggy Turner 
Rick Turner 
Annette Wilkins 
Kathy & Leroy Willett 

Mary Smith Willett 
Joyce Whitehead 
 

Pope Francis 
Our Government 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY 

AND FRIENDS 

FAITH, FAMILY & FRIENDS 



WEEKLY TITHE 
March 28 

Attendance  97 

Tithe ($2200.00 needed) $ 2355.00 

 Votive Candles  $ 15.00 

 Mass Intentions  $     00 

 Music    $ 10.00  

St. Vincent de Paul  $ 88.00 

TOTAL                           $  2443.00 

  OVER + $155.00 

   https://stfrancisborgiasturgis.org  

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES: 

Ryan & Kassie Miller   04/10  11 years  

Roger & Irene Price   04/20  53 years  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS: 

Bobby Greenwell 04/02 

Joey French 04/04  

Lisa Jones 04/27 

 
DATE PARISH TIME  INTENTION OFFERED BY 

Easter Sunday 4-Apr St. Francis Borgia 9:00 AM Youth of St. Francis   

Easter Sunday 4-Apr St. William 11:00 AM Parishioners   

Monday April 5 N  O   M  A  S  S      

Tuesday April 6 St. Ambrose 6:00 PM    

Wednesday April 7 St. Francis Borgia 7:00 AM Jeanette Willett RIP Bob & Faye Greenwell 

Thursday April 8 St. William 12:00 PM Donna Green McRaith Csrole Guess 

Friday April 9 St. Francis Borgia 7:00 AM Theresa Greer Health Marcy James 

Saturday April 10 St. Ambrose 5:30 PM Parish Families   

Sunday April 11 St. Francis Borgia 9:00 AM Bernard & Lucille Russelburg Cletus & Peggy Russelburg 



PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ THIS SOMETIME TODAY!!!! 

“She hears, upon that water without a sound, a voice that cries, ‘The tomb in Palestine is not the porch of spirits 

lingering. It is the grave of Jesus where he lay…’” 

Somber words. One should say, inappropriate words for Easter Sunday. 

They come from the American poet Wallace Stevens, and they are an excerpt from his poem “Sunday Morning.” 

The poem is about a loss and lack of faith in the meaning of not only Easter but every Sunday since then, for 

Sunday is enshrined with significance—not because it is a casual day of leisure but because it is the day when 

Christ rose from the dead. 

In Wallace Stevens’ poem, faith in what the event of Christ’s resurrection accomplished in history has been lost. 

The modern mind is content with the distractions of the news of the day, willing to accept that the frame of refer-

ence for life’s meaning is limited to the cycles of nature, and is consoled by the promises of middle class pros-

perity. Sunday is a day to sleep in or, if rising early, to quietly sip one’s coffee and enjoy a pastry or two. 

One can expect nothing more. Blessed are those, at least in the context of Stevens’ poem, who do not see—or 

even do see—and do not believe. 

It is hard to get a sense of what Wallace Stevens is really up to in his poem. Is his purpose advocacy or cri-

tique? It does seem to me that the poem is the diagnosis of a peculiar modern malady. 

This malady is the bracketing or refusal to acknowledge a supernatural reality. Experience is limited by a narrow 

sense of what is possible. Nature or the material is all that there is and all that really matters. That which defies 

the limits of a natural or material explanation is dismissed as inconceivable or untrue. 

Thus, Sunday is emptied of its supernatural significance. We cannot, the modern mind believes, gather each 

Sunday to worship a God who has acted in the world, a God who has acted to raise Christ from the dead—for 

who really believes that such a God is possible? 

The “god” that is preferred by many is not an actor in human history. He absented himself from that task when 

he set in motion time and space and has been silent and indifferent ever since. This is what the elites of the 

modern world would have us believe. An act of faith in faithlessness is what is demanded from the denizens of a 

polite and sophisticated society. Therefore, the practices of a traditional Sunday, which has worship of a God 

who acts in human affairs and places Christ’s resurrection at the center of history, is recognized only as a quaint 

archaism. For the modern, not even God is credited as caring about such things as worship. And Jesus? It is 

reasoned that he came to abolish such reverence by driving a wedge between himself and religion. 



This is the faith of the Church’s cultured despisers. Such faith is also the subject of Stevens’ poem. It is a faith 

that constricts what is possible, and therefore, when it hears the news of Christ’s resurrection from the dead, it 

cannot believe. It meets the proclamation of Easter with doubt—doubt that becomes skepticism, that becomes a 

scoff, and that rests finally in indifference, then permitting itself an exemption from Sunday as a practice of faith in 

a God who cares and who matters. 

In terms of Stevens’ poem, it is in the narrowing of this modern soul’s sense of what is possible, so that what re-

mains of Jesus Christ is nothing more than a tomb rather than his resurrection. 

The deconstruction of Christian faith continues to be one of the premier cultural products of our time. The faith of 

those for whom Sunday is the Lord’s day, the day Christ conquered the power of death, has become a startling 

contrast to those who cannot bring themselves to believe or to care. The new faith in faithlessness tests itself re-

peatedly by throwing itself against the rock of those who refuse to believe in its tenants and persist in their reli-

gion despite what should be the sure and certain objections raised by modern critiques. And here is the thing 

about such criticism: none of it is really new. The Christian is not now in new, uncharted territory. We have been 

in this place before. 

Faith in the resurrection of Christ has now, at this precise cultural moment, become what it was at the beginning 

of its proclamation on that first day of Easter. That Jesus Christ rose from the dead is not something that every-

one just assumes to be true. Instead, such faith is a radical witness of otherness from society’s norms. It is a way 

of being and thinking that is unpopular and countercultural. Faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ breaks into 

the culture—not from the center but from the margins—and tells us something that is off-putting to our modern 

sensibilities. We should neither be ashamed or surprised. We are walking the same ground that the Apostles trod 

centuries before. 

The Christian insists that not only does God act in the world, but he acted in a distinct person, in a particular way, 

and at a specific point in time. God raised Jesus Christ from the dead and, in doing so, expanded forever our 

possibilities beyond the natural and the material—beyond what we thought was possible for God or for ourselves. 

Also, authentic faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead resists making of it a symbol or a metaphor 

so as to better conform to the sensibilities of modern culture, or any culture for that matter. 

The pagans and Jews of the first century AD would have been as comfortable with the resurrection as a symbol 

and metaphor as modern culture would be. But the apostles insisted that it was not a symbol or a metaphor and 

that what they saw on that Sunday after Christ’s crucifixion was him—and that they saw him not only alive but 

transformed. Christ came to them in the flesh—in a flesh that had been changed, elevated, transformed. As a 

result of seeing him in the flesh, they, too, had been changed and changed forever. 



How could this be? 

The only explanation was the one that was closest to their experience. The explanation was that despite their 

earlier doubts, the Lord Jesus was actually who he had claimed to be. It was all true and really happened. He 

is the Christ. He is the Messiah. He is the Son of God. He is the Lord. And if that identity is the source of the 

truth of Christ’s resurrection from dead, the limitations that constrain us to think that this world is all that there 

is are expanded into possibilities that do not permit us to rest in what is merely material. 

If Christ is risen from the dead, we do not, when all is said and done, merely come to the grief of a grave, but 

are given something greater than what our narrow minds conceive to be possible. Death is not the end. We 

might think that it is, but God thinks otherwise, and God does more than just think otherwise. God shows us in 

Christ that death is not what we think it to be. 

If Christ is raised, our faith is not in vain and this world is directed by a meaning and purpose that exceeds the 

power of death. Not only does Sunday morning have meaning, but every day has meaning—and every day 

has a purpose too! This purpose is greater than what has come to be called natural, and it is all part of a de-

sign grander than anything of our own making. 

Wallace Stevens is not the only American poet who crafted words in response to the resurrection of Christ 

from the dead. The late John Updike left his impressions of the event in a poem called “Seven Stanzas at 

Easter.” They are, I think, the best last word to modern culture on what Christians believe to be the signifi-

cance of today—the day when we discovered, to our utmost surprise, that whatever we thought was possible 

would never be enough, when viewed in the light of Easter morning. Updike muses: 

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty. Lest awak-

ened in one unthinkable hour, we are embarrassed by the miracle . . . Let us not mock God with metaphor, 

analogy, sidestepping transcendence, making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the faded credulity of 

earlier ages: let us walk through the door . . . 

That door which today we are invited to walk through is not a passage to the tomb of Jesus Christ, but to the 

place of his resurrection. Here we gaze in wonder at what actually is the “porch of spirits lingering,” the place 

of new possibilities which God himself reveals to be true. 

Christ is risen. Indeed he is truly risen. Amen. Alleluia! 

Bishop Robert Barron 



 

 

 

BINGO EVERY WEDNESDAY!! 

Bingo night doors open at 6:00 and  

games begin at 7:00 

Proceeds  go toward helping the  

community!! 

270-333-2806 

Please put the office number in your  

cell phone contacts 

Email: saintfrancisborgia@yahoo.com 

ALL CONTACT INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON 

THE FRONT OF THE BULLETIN! 

DO YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW WANT TO BE-

COME A CATHOLIC? 

Please contact Fr. John and arrange a meeting to 

discuss your desire to become a full member of the 

Catholic Church.           

Fr. John’s number is 270-570-2441 

The greatest thing you can do for your children is pass on a living and 

active faith in Jesus Christ! 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

John 20:1-9: Mary Magdalene was the first to discover that the tomb 
where Jesus was buried was empty. Peter and John later realized, too, 
that Jesus is risen! 

• Why is it said that today (Easter) is the greatest day for all Christians? 
• Why is Mary Magdalene called “the apostle to the apostles”? 
• If you had found the empty tomb, how would you have felt? What would 

you have done? 
• What things make you happy? 
• Easter lasts fifty days. How will you celebrate it for that length of time? 



The Diocese of Owensboro seeks to help all people who have been sexually abused, especially those abused by a per-
son working, either paid or unpaid, for the Church.  If you need to make a report of abuse, from either the past or pre-
sent, please contact the Pastoral Assistance Coordinator at this confidential phone line (270-852-8380). 

The diocesan sexual abuse policy describes the diocese’s response to sexual abuse concerns, and can be found in the 
parish office) and also on the diocesan web site (https://owensborodiocese.org/safe). 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

APRIL 28, 6:00 PM 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

MAY 2, 9:00 AM MASS 

CROWNING OF MARY 

MAY 2, 9:00 AM MASS 

Communicants:  

Dean McClanahan,   Will Wells,  

Masen Fulkerson,  

                    Courtney Chandler,  

      Jacob Wolfe  &  Ryan Tanner 
 

Please keep these young people in 

your prayers 

As they get closer to this very  

special day! 

https://owensborodiocese.org/safe


April 2021 

Ushers:  

April 4 

April 11 

April 18 

April 25 

Gate Keeper  

April 4 

April 11 

April 18 

April 25   

Eucharistic Ministers:  

April 4        

April 11 

April 18 

April 25 

Lector:  

April 4      EASTER 

April 11 

April 18 

April 25 

Gift Bearers :  

April 4 

April 11 

April 18 

April 25 

Sacristan: 

Coffee & Donuts:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2021 

May 2     First Communion & Crowning of Mary 

Ushers:  

May 2 

May 9 

May 16 

May 23 

May 30 

Gate Keeper  

May 2 

May 9 

May 16 

May 23 

May 30 

Eucharistic Ministers:  

May 2         

May 9 

May 16 

May 23 

May 30 

Lector:  

May 2      

May 9 

May 16 

May 23 

May 30 

Gift Bearers :  

May 2     First Communion Class 

May 9 

May 16 

May 23 

May 30 

Sacristan: 

Coffee & Donuts:  

THIS PAGE IS IN THE BACK OF CHURCH TO BE FILLED IN.  PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME ON THE 

DATES YOU CAN MINISTER. 

MINISTRY LIST 


