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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 My heart is filled with great joy in this season of Advent and the com-

ing celebration of the birth of our Lord. Soon we will celebrate the arrival 

of 2019 and I will be excited to mark my 10th anniversary as bishop of this 

wonderful example of Christ’s faith and good works — the Diocese of 

Knoxville.

 While we have much to look forward to in 2019, I want to also express 

my thanks and gratitude for the wonderful generosity and tremendous 

support you have given to our diocese in 2018. Thanks to you, the Catholic 

Church in East Tennessee continues to grow. We have made significant 

strides this past year, but we maintain our spirit and roots as a mission dio-

cese established by Saint John Paul II in 1988.

 Looking back at 2018, the year in which we celebrated our 30th anniversary, we certainly didn’t start 

slowly. We made history on March 3 by dedicating the new Cathedral of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Five 

cardinals, 18 bishops, 106 priests, 58 deacons, and 39 men and women religious took part in the three-hour 

dedication Mass, along with more than 800 East Tennessee Catholics. The dedication of our new cathedral 

made news around the world and we continue to receive new visitors — both Catholic and non-Catholic, 

eager to witness the beauty of this symbol of our faith. Thanks to you, the new cathedral will remain a wel-

coming home for worshipers for centuries to come.

 The growth of our diocese has been exemplified in many other ways. In September, I traveled to Unicoi 

County to elevate St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Mission as the newest parish in the Diocese of Knox-

ville. The Glenmary Home Missioners founded St. Michael with 36 members just six years ago. I am grateful 

for their hard work and for the dedication and the financial support of all the members of that community, 

which now has grown to more than 300. A new parish mission center, including worship space, was recently 

constructed on property in Erwin purchased by the Catholic Foundation of East Tennessee. Someday soon, 

St. Michael parishioners hope to build a permanent church on that site.

 The St. Mary’s Legacy Clinic celebrated the fifth anniversary of its establishment in 2018. Sister Mariana 

Koonce, RSM, a licensed medical doctor, has grown this mobile medical mission to now include many vol-

unteer doctors, nurses, and staff who bring the healing ministry of Jesus to people in desperate need of free 

medical care in six communities in our region.

 During 2018 you responded when the Diocese of Knoxville requested assistance through our special 

collections. Thanks to your generosity we are able to assist 13 diocesan seminarians, our priests and pastors 

of the future, with financial support for their education. The deacons who serve at your parish are able to 

attend continuing formation and education classes thanks to your help. Financially struggling families who 

hope to provide a Catholic education for their school-age children are assisted by your giving. Victims of 

natural disasters, like those impacted by Hurricanes Florence and Michael, will benefit from your generosity. 

You have never hesitated to answer Christ’s call when needs arise.

 Because of you, our vibrant diocese has expanded to now include more than 70,000 registered members. I 

continue to thank God each day for your faith and support to grow His Church.

 You can feel confident that, as your bishop, the resources you have entrusted to us — whether through 

time, talent, or treasure — are being administered with wisdom and respect, and with the sole purpose being 

able to continue the mission of Jesus. I extend my thanks and gratitude for all you have done, through hard 

work and sacrifice, to make the Diocese of Knoxville and the Catholic Church in East Tennessee a living sym-

bol of His love.

 I am honored to be your bishop and I continue to offer my prayers for you as we work together to build 

His kingdom.

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Richard F. Stika
Bishop of Knoxville
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