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Catholic Curricular Standards and Dispositions in Social Studies and History 

Teachers should guide the students’ work in such a way that they will be able to discover religious dimension in the world of human 

history. As a preliminary, they should be encouraged to develop a taste for historical truth, and therefore to realize the need to look 

critically at texts and curricula which, at times, are imposed by a government or distorted by the ideology of the author . . . they will 

see the development of civilizations and learn about progress… When they are ready to appreciate it, students can be invited to reflect 

on the fact that this human struggle takes place within the divine history of universal salvation. At this moment, the religious 

dimension of history begins to shine forth in all its luminous grandeur. 

The Religious Dimension of a Catholic School, 1988, #58-59 

 

There are two critical components that must be considered carefully with the social studies standards. These two components are 

integration of Catholic identity, especially Catholic social teaching, and emphasis on literacy standards. 
 

Refer to Diocesan English/Language Arts, Reading, Writing, and Speaking/Listening Standards for Literacy in History/Social 

Studies  

 
Key Ideas and Details 

 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 

prior knowledge or opinions. 

3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates 

are raised or lowered). 

4. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in historical, scientific, or technical 

text, based on specific information in the text. 
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Craft and Structure 

 

5. Determine the meanings of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 

history/social studies. 

6. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

7. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 

facts). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

 

8. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

9. Distinguish between fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

10. Distinguish between inductive and deductive reasoning. 

11. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

12. Apply Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of informational literature and text. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

 

13. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 5-8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

 

Refer to Diocesan ELA/ Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 
 

Text Types and Purposes 

 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
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a. Introduce claims about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

b. Support claims with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic 

or text, using credible sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships between claims, counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows and supports the argument presented. 

 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical 

processes. 

a. Introduce a topic, clearly previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as 

appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships between ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 

3. (See note: not applicable as a separate requirement) 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 

 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas 

clearly and efficiently. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating 

additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy 

of each source; quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 

citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing   

 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students be able to incorporate narrative 

elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts.  In history/social studies, students must be able to incorporate 

narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical importance.  
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Refer to Diocesan Standards for Speaking and Listening 

 

Comprehension and Collaboration  

 

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.  

 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, and the organization, 

development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.  

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  

 

Note on range and content of student speaking and listening: 

 

To become college and career ready, students must have ample opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, structured conversations—as 

part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a partner—built around important content in various domains. They must be able to 

contribute appropriately to these conversations, to make comparisons and contrasts, and to analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in 

accordance with the standards of evidence appropriate to a particular discipline. Whatever their intended major or profession, high school 

graduates will depend heavily on their ability to listen attentively to others so that they are able to build on others’ meritorious ideas while 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

New technologies have broadened and expanded the role that speaking and listening play in acquiring and sharing knowledge and have 

tightened their link to other forms of communication. The Internet has accelerated the speed at which connections between speaking, listening, 

reading, and writing can be made, requiring that students be ready to use these modalities nearly simultaneously. Technology itself is 

changing quickly, creating a new urgency for students to be adaptable in response to change. 

 



Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 6 
 

Vertical Articulation and Progression of Social Studies Practices Grades 5-8 

 
Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Gathering, 

Interpreting and 

Using Evidence 

Develop questions to 

help identify evidence 

about topics related to 

the historical events 

occurring in the Western 

Hemisphere that can be 

answered by gathering, 

interpreting, and using 

evidence.  

Develop and frame 

questions about topics 

related to historical 

events occurring in the 

Eastern Hemisphere that 

can be answered by 

gathering, interpreting, 

and using evidence. 

Define and frame 

questions about the 

United States that can be 

answered by gathering, 

interpreting, and using 

evidence 

Define and frame 

questions about the 

United States and answer 

them by gathering, 

interpreting, and using 

evidence. 

Recognize and 

effectively select 

different forms of 

evidence used to make 

meaning in social studies 

(including primary and 

secondary sources, such 

as art and photographs, 

artifacts, oral histories, 

maps, and graphs). 

Identify, effectively 

select, and analyze 

different forms of 

evidence used to make 

meaning in social studies 

(including primary and 

secondary sources, such 

as art and photographs, 

artifacts, oral histories, 

maps, and graphs). 

Identify, select, and 

evaluate evidence about 

events from diverse 

sources (including 

written documents, 

works of art, 

photographs, charts and 

graphs, artifacts, oral 

traditions, and other 

primary and secondary 

sources). 

Identify, describe, and 

evaluate evidence about 

events from diverse 

sources (including 

written documents, 

works of art, 

photographs, charts and 

graphs, artifacts, oral 

traditions, and other 

primary and secondary 

sources).  
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Identify evidence and 

explain content, 

authorship, purpose, and 

format; identify bias; 

explain the role of bias 

and potential audience, 

with teacher support. 

Identify evidence and 

explain content, 

authorship, point of 

view, purpose, and 

format; identify bias; 

explain the role of bias 

and potential audience. 

Analyze evidence in 

terms of historical 

context, content, 

authorship, point of 

view, purpose, and 

format; identify bias; 

explain the role of bias 

and audience in 

presenting arguments or 

evidence. 

Analyze evidence in 

terms of historical and/or 

social context, content, 

authorship, point of 

view, purpose, and 

format; identify bias; 

explain the role of bias, 

context, and audience in 

presenting arguments or 

evidence.  

Identify arguments of 

others.  

Describe arguments of 

others. 

Describe and analyze 

arguments of others with 

support. 

Describe and analyze 

arguments of others, 

considering historical 

context. 

Identify implicit ideas to 

draw inferences, with 

support. 

Identify implicit ideas 

and draw inferences, 

with support. 

Make inferences and 

draw general conclusions 

from evidence. 

Make inferences and 

draw conclusions from 

evidence. 

Gathering, 

Interpreting and 

Using Evidence 

Recognize arguments on 

specific social studies 

topics and identify 

evidence supporting the 

argument. 

Recognize arguments on 

specific social studies 

topics and identify 

evidence supporting the 

argument.  Examine 

arguments related to a 

specific social studies 

topic from multiple 

perspectives. 

Recognize an argument 

and identify supporting 

evidence related to a 

specific social studies 

topic.  Examine 

arguments related to a 

specific social studies 

topic from multiple 

perspectives; recognize 

that the perspective of 

the argument’s author 

shapes the selection of 

evidence used to support 

it. 

Recognize an argument 

and identify supporting 

evidence related to a 

specific social studies 

topic. Examine 

arguments related to a 

specific social studies 

topic from multiple 

perspectives; deconstruct 

arguments, recognizing 

the perspective of the 

argument and identifying 

evidence used to support 

that perspective. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Chronological 

Reasoning 

Explain how events are 

related chronologically 

to one another in time.   

Identify ways that events 

are related 

chronologically to one 

another in time.   

Identify how events are 

related chronologically 

to one another in time 

and explain the ways in 

which earlier ideas and 

events may influence 

subsequent ideas and 

events.  

Articulate how events 

are related 

chronologically to one 

another in time and 

explain the ways in 

which earlier ideas and 

events may influence 

subsequent ideas and 

events. 

Employ mathematical 

skills to measure time in 

years and centuries.  

Understand the 

difference between 

B.C.E. and C.E.  Identify 

the chronological 

significance of data 

presented in time lines. 

Employ mathematical 

skills to measure time by 

years, decades, centuries, 

and millennia; to 

calculate time from the 

fixed points of the 

calendar system (B.C.E. 

and C.E.); and to 

interpret the data 

presented in time lines, 

with teacher support.   

Employ mathematical 

skills to measure time by 

years, decades, centuries, 

and millennia; to 

calculate time from the 

fixed points of the 

calendar system (B.C.E. 

and C.E.); and to 

interpret the data 

presented in time lines. 

Employ mathematical 

skills to measure time by 

years, decades, centuries, 

and millennia; to 

calculate time from the 

fixed points of the 

calendar system (B.C.E. 

and C.E.); and to 

interpret the data 

presented in time lines. 

Identify causes and 

effects, using examples 

from current events or 

grade-level content and 

historical events 

Identify causes and 

effects from current 

events or grade-level 

content and historical 

events 

Identify causes and 

effects, using examples 

from current events, 

grade-level content, and 

historical events. 

Identify causes and 

effects, using examples 

from current events, 

grade-level content, and 

historical events. 

Identify and classify the 

relationship between 

multiple causes and 

multiple effects. 

Identify and classify the 

relationship between 

multiple causes and 

multiple effects. 

 

Identify and analyze the 

relationship between 

multiple causes and 

multiple effects. 

Identify, analyze, and 

evaluate the relationship 

between multiple causes 

and multiple effects.  
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Distinguish between 

long-term and immediate 

causes and effects of an 

event from current 

events or history. 

Distinguish between 

long-term and immediate 

causes and effects of an 

event from current 

events or history. 

Distinguish between 

long-term and immediate 

causes and effects of an 

event from current 

events or history. 

Distinguish between 

long-term and immediate 

causes and effects of an 

event from current 

events or history. 

Chronological 

Reasoning 

Recognize the dynamics 

of historical continuity 

and change over periods 

of time.  Identify 

important turning points 

in history.   

Recognize and analyze 

the dynamics of 

historical continuity and 

change over periods of 

time.  Identify the role of 

turning points as an 

important dynamic in 

historical change.  

Recognize, analyze, and 

evaluate dynamics of 

historical continuity and 

change over periods of 

time. 

Recognize, analyze, and 

evaluate dynamics of 

historical continuity and 

change over periods of 

time. 

Use periods of time, such 

as decades and centuries 

to organize a historical 

narrative; compare 

histories in different 

places in the Western 

Hemisphere, utilizing 

time lines.  

Compare histories in 

different places in the 

Eastern Hemisphere, 

utilizing time lines. 

Identify ways that 

changing periodization 

affects the historical 

narrative. 

Recognize that changing 

the periodization affects 

the historical narrative. 

Recognize that changing 

the periodization affects 

the historical narrative. 

Recognize and identify 

patterns of continuity 

and change in history.   

Identify the relationships 

between patterns of 

continuity and change to 

larger historical 

processes and themes.  

Identify patterns of 

continuity and change as 

they relate to larger 

historical process and 

themes. 

Relate patterns of 

continuity and change to 

larger historical 

processes and themes. 

Understand the role of 

periodization as a 

practice in history and 

social studies. 

Understand that 

historians use 

periodization to 

categorize events.  

Describe general models 

of periodization in 

history. 

Identify models of 

historical periodization 

that historians use to 

categorize events.   

Identify and describe 

models of historical 

periodization that 

historians use to 

categorize events. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Comparison and 

Contextualization 

 

Identify a region in the 

Western Hemisphere by 

describing a 

characteristic that places 

within it have in 

common, and then 

compare it to other 

regions. 

Understand how regions 

can be defined as sharing 

common characteristics 

in contrast with other 

regions.   

Identify a region in the 

Eastern Hemisphere by 

describing a 

characteristic that places 

within it have in 

common, and then 

compare it to other 

regions.   

Identify a region of 

colonial North America 

or the early United States 

by describing multiple 

characteristics common 

to places within it, and 

then identify other, 

similar regions (inside or 

outside the continental 

United States) with 

similar characteristics. 

Identify a region of the 

United States by 

describing multiple 

characteristics common 

to places within it, and 

then identify other, 

similar regions inside the 

United States.  

Categorize divergent 

perspectives of an 

individual historical 

event.  

Categorize and evaluate 

divergent perspectives of 

an individual historical 

event. 

Identify and categorize 

multiple perspectives on 

a given historical 

experience. 

Identify and compare 

multiple perspectives on 

a given historical 

experience. 

Describe and compare 

events in the history of 

the Western Hemisphere 

in societies in similar 

chronological contexts 

and in various 

geographical contexts. 

Describe and compare 

multiple events in the 

history of the Eastern 

Hemisphere in societies 

in similar chronological 

contexts and in various 

geographical contexts. 

Describe, compare, and 

evaluate multiple 

historical developments 

in the United States in 

various chronological 

and geographical 

contexts. 

Describe, compare, and 

evaluate multiple 

historical developments 

in societies, and across 

and between societies, in 

various chronological 

and geographical 

contexts. 

Comparison and 

Contextualization 

Identify how the 

relationship between 

geography, economics, 

and history helps to 

define a context for 

events in the study of the 

Western Hemisphere. 

Identify how the 

relationship between 

geography, economics, 

and history helps to 

define a context for 

events in the study of the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 

Identify how the 

relationship between 

geography, economics, 

and history helps to 

define a context for 

events in the study of 

United States. 

Describe the relationship 

between geography, 

economics, and history 

as a context for events 

and movements in the 

United States.  
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Describe historical 

developments in the 

history of the Western 

Hemisphere, with 

specific references to 

circumstances of time 

and place and to 

connections to broader 

regional or global 

processes, with teacher 

support. 

Describe historical 

developments in the 

history of the Eastern 

Hemisphere, with 

specific references to 

circumstances of time 

and place and to 

connections to broader 

regional or global 

processes. 

Connect historical 

developments to specific 

circumstances of time 

and place and to broader 

regional, national, or 

global processes. 

Connect historical 

developments to specific 

circumstances of time 

and place and to broader 

regional, national, or 

global processes. 

 Understand the roles that 

periodization and region 

play in developing the 

comparison of historical 

civilizations.  Identify 

general characteristics 

that can be employed to 

conduct comparative 

analyses of case studies 

in the Eastern 

Hemisphere in the same 

historical period, with 

teacher support.   

Understand the roles that 

periodization and region 

play in developing 

comparisons. Identify 

general characteristics 

that can be employed to 

conduct comparative 

analyses of case studies 

in the early history of the 

United States.    

Analyze case studies in 

United States history in a 

comparative framework, 

attending to the role of 

chronology and 

sequence, as well as 

categories of comparison 

or socio-political 

components. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Geographic 

Reasoning 

Use location terms and 

geographic 

representations such as 

maps, photographs, 

satellite images, and 

models to describe where 

places in the Western 

Hemisphere are in 

relation to each other, to 

describe connections 

between places, and to 

evaluate the benefits of 

particular places for 

purposeful activities. 

Use location terms and 

geographic 

representations such as 

maps, photographs, 

satellite images, and 

models to describe where 

places in the Eastern 

Hemisphere are in 

relation to each other, to 

describe connections 

between places, and to 

evaluate the benefits of 

particular places for 

purposeful activities. 

Use location terms and 

geographic 

representations such as 

maps, photographs, 

satellite images, and 

models to describe where 

places in early United 

States history were in 

relation to each other, to 

describe connections 

between places, and to 

evaluate effectively the 

benefits of particular 

places for purposeful 

activities.  

Use location terms and 

geographic 

representations such as 

maps, photographs, 

satellite images, and 

models to describe where 

places are in relation to 

each other, to describe 

connections between 

places, and to evaluate 

the benefits of particular 

places for purposeful 

activities. 

Geographic 

Reasoning (cont.)  

Distinguish human 

activities and human-

made features from 

“environments” (natural 

events or physical 

features—land, air, and 

water—that are not 

directly made by 

humans) in the Western 

Hemisphere.   

Distinguish human 

activities and human-

made features from 

“environments” (natural 

events or physical 

features—land, air, and 

water— that are not 

directly made by 

humans) in the Eastern 

Hemisphere and identify 

the relationship between 

human activities and the 

environment.   

Distinguish human 

activities and human-

made features from 

“environments” (natural 

events or physical 

features—land, air, and 

water—that are not 

directly made by 

humans) and describe the 

relationship between 

human activities and the 

environment. 

Distinguish human 

activities and human-

made features from 

“environments” (natural 

events or physical 

features—land, air, and 

water—that are not 

directly made by 

humans) and describe the 

relationship between 

human activities and the 

environment. 

Identify and describe 

how environments affect 

human activities and 

how human activities 

affect physical 

environments through 

the study of cases in the 

Western Hemisphere. 

Identify and describe 

how environments affect 

human activities and 

how human activities 

affect physical 

environments through 

the study of cases in the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 

Identify and analyze how 

environments affect 

human activities and 

how human activities 

affect physical 

environments in the 

United States.   

Identify and analyze how 

environments affect 

human activities and 

how human activities 

affect physical 

environments in the 

United States.   
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Recognize and explain 

how characteristics 

(cultural, economic, and 

physical-environmental) 

of regions affect the 

history of societies in the 

Western Hemisphere. 

Recognize and explain 

how characteristics 

(cultural, economic, and 

physical-environmental) 

of regions affect the 

history of societies in the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 

Recognize and analyze 

how characteristics 

(cultural, economic, and 

physical-environmental) 

of regions affect the 

history of the United 

States. 

Recognize and analyze 

how characteristics 

(cultural, economic, and 

physical-environmental) 

of regions affect the 

history of the United 

States. 

Describe how human 

activities alter places and 

regions in the Western 

Hemisphere.   

Describe how human 

activities alter places and 

regions in the Eastern 

Hemisphere.    

Characterize and analyze 

changing connections 

between places and 

regions. 

Characterize and analyze 

changing connections 

between places and 

regions. 

Recognize that 

boundaries and definition 

of location are 

historically constructed. 

Describe the spatial 

organization of place 

considering the 

historical, social, 

political, and economic 

implication of that 

organization. Recognize 

that boundaries and 

definition of location are 

historically constructed. 

Describe the spatial 

organization of place 

considering the 

historical, social, 

political, and economic 

implication of that 

organization.  Describe 

how boundaries and 

definition of location are 

historically constructed. 

Describe the spatial 

organization of place 

considering the 

historical, social, 

political, and economic 

implication of that 

organization. Identify 

and describe examples of 

how boundaries and 

definition of location are 

historically constructed. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Economics and 

Economic Systems 

Explain how scarcity 

necessitates decision 

making; employ 

examples from the 

Western Hemisphere to 

illustrate the role of 

scarcity historically and 

in current events.   

Explain how scarcity 

necessitates decision 

making; employ 

examples from the 

Eastern Hemisphere to 

illustrate the role of 

scarcity historically and 

in current events, as 

well; compare through 

historical examples the 

costs and benefits of 

economic decisions. 

Explain how economic 

decisions affect the well-

being of individuals, 

businesses, and society; 

evaluate alternative 

approaches or solutions 

to economic issues in 

terms of benefits and 

costs for different groups 

of people. 

Explain how economic 

decisions affect the well-

being of individuals, 

businesses, and society; 

evaluate alternative 

approaches or solutions 

to economic issues in 

terms of benefits and 

costs for different groups 

of people. 

Show examples of 

various types of 

resources (human 

capital, physical capital, 

and natural resources) 

required to provide 

goods and services. 

Examine the roles that 

various types of 

resources (human 

capital, physical capital, 

and natural resources) 

have in providing goods 

and services. 

Identify examples of 

buyers and sellers in 

product, labor, and 

financial markets. 

Explain the roles of 

buyers and sellers in 

product, labor, and 

financial markets. 

Provide examples of how 

currency makes 

exchange easier by 

comparing a barter 

economy to a currency-

based economy; examine 

why corporations and 

labor unions have a role 

in a market economy.  

Compare market 

economies to other 

economic systems in the 

Eastern Hemisphere.   

Describe the role that 

competition had in the 

determination of prices 

and wages in the United 

States; identify other 

factors that helped to 

determine prices.   

Describe the role of 

competition in the 

determination of prices 

and wages in a market 

economy. 

Examine the role of job 

specialization and trade 

historically and during 

contemporary times in 

the Western Hemisphere.   

Examine the role of job 

specialization and trade 

historically and during 

contemporary times in 

the Eastern Hemisphere.     

Examine the role of 

institutions such as joint 

stock companies, banks, 

and the government in 

the development of the 

United States economy. 

Examine the role of 

institutions such as 

corporations, non-profit 

organizations, and labor 

unions in a market. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Explain the meaning of 

unemployment, inflation, 

income, and economic 

growth in the economy. 

Provide examples of 

unemployment, inflation, 

total production, income, 

and economic growth in 

economies in the Eastern 

Hemisphere 

Examine data on the 

state of employment, 

unemployment, inflation, 

total production, income, 

and economic growth in 

the economy. 

Use appropriate data to 

evaluate the state of 

employment, 

unemployment, inflation, 

total production, income, 

and economic growth in 

the economy. 

Describe government 

decisions that affect 

economies in case 

studies from the Western 

Hemisphere. 

Describe government 

decisions that affect 

economies in case 

studies from the Eastern 

Hemisphere. 

Explain how government 

policies affected the 

economies of colonial 

North America and the 

early United States.  

Explain how government 

policies affect the 

economy. 

Civic Participation Demonstrate respect for 

the rights of others in 

discussion and classroom 

debates, regardless of 

whether one agrees with 

the other viewpoint.  

Consider alternate views 

in discussion with 

teacher support.  

Demonstrate respect for 

the rights of others in 

discussion and classroom 

debates, regardless of 

whether one agrees with 

the other viewpoint.  

Consider alternate views 

in discussion. 

Demonstrate respect for 

the rights of others in 

discussions and 

classroom debates; 

respectfully disagree 

with other viewpoints.  

Use techniques and 

strategies to be an active 

and engaged member of 

class discussions of 

fellow classmates’ views 

and statements, with 

teacher support. 

Demonstrate respect for 

the rights of others in 

discussions and 

classroom debates; 

respectfully disagree 

with other viewpoints.  

Use techniques and 

strategies to be an active 

and engaged member of 

class discussions of 

fellow classmates’ views 

and statements. 

Civic Participation Participate in activities 

that focus on a localized 

issue or problem in a 

country other than the 

United States in the 

Western Hemisphere.   

Participate in activities 

that focus on a local 

issue or problem in a 

country in the Eastern 

Hemisphere.   

Participate in activities 

that focus on a 

classroom, school, 

community, state, or 

national issue or 

problem. 

Participate in activities 

that focus on a 

classroom, school, 

community, state, or 

national issue or 

problem. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Identify different types 

of political systems and 

ideologies used at 

various times and in 

various locations in the 

Western Hemisphere, 

and identify the roles of 

individuals and key 

groups in those political 

and social systems.  

Identify and explore 

different types of 

political systems and 

ideologies used at 

various times and in 

various locations in the 

Eastern Hemisphere and 

identify the roles of 

individuals and key 

groups in those political 

and social systems.  

Identify and explain 

different types of 

political systems and 

ideologies used at 

various times in colonial 

and early United States 

history and explain the 

roles of individuals and 

key groups in those 

political and social 

systems.  

Identify and explain 

different types of 

political systems and 

ideologies used at 

various times in United 

States history and 

explain the roles of 

individuals and key 

groups in those political 

and social systems.  

Identify opportunities for 

and the role of the 

individual in social and 

political participation at 

various times and in 

various locations in the 

Western Hemisphere 

outside the United States.   

Identify and describe 

opportunities for and the 

roles of the individual in 

social and political 

participation at various 

times and in various 

locations in the Western 

Hemisphere. 

Identify, describe, and 

compare the role of the 

individual in social and 

political participation 

and as an agent of 

historical change at 

various times and in 

various locations in 

colonial North America 

and in the early history 

of the United States. 

Identify, describe, and 

contrast the role of the 

individual in for social 

and political 

participation as an agent 

of historical change in 

different societies and 

communities, as well as 

at different times, in the 

United States. 

Participate in negotiating 

and compromising in the 

resolution of differences 

and conflict. 

Participate in negotiating 

and compromising in the 

resolution of differences 

and conflict; introduce 

and examine the role of 

conflict resolution. 

Participate in negotiating 

and compromising in the 

resolution of differences 

and conflict; introduce 

and examine the role of 

conflict resolution. 

Participate in persuading, 

negotiating, and 

compromising in the 

resolution of differences 

and conflict; introduce 

and examine the 

elements of debate. 

Identify situations with a 

global focus in which 

social actions are 

required and suggest 

actions. 

Identify situations with a 

global focus in which 

social actions are 

required and suggest 

actions. 

Identify situations in 

which social actions are 

required and determine 

an appropriate course of 

action. 

Identify situations in 

which social actions are 

required and determine 

an appropriate course of 

action. 
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Social Studies 

Practices 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

Describe the roles of 

people in power in the 

Western Hemisphere, 

both historically and 

currently.  Identify ways 

that current figures can 

influence people’s rights 

and freedom.  

Describe the roles of 

people in power in the 

Eastern Hemisphere, 

both historically and 

currently.  Identify ways 

that current figures can 

influence people’s rights 

and freedom. 

Identify how people in 

power have acted to 

extend the concept of 

freedom, the practice of 

social justice, and the 

protection of human 

rights in United States 

history.  

Work to influence those 

in positions of power to 

strive for extensions of 

freedom, social justice, 

and human rights. 

Identify rights and 

responsibilities of 

citizens within societies 

in the Western 

Hemisphere.   

Identify rights and 

responsibilities of 

citizens within societies 

in the Eastern 

Hemisphere.   

Identify how social and 

political responsibilities 

developed in American 

society. 

Fulfill social and 

political responsibilities 

associated with 

citizenship in a 

democratic society.  

Civic Participation Develop an 

understanding of the 

interdependence of 

individuals and groups in 

communities in the 

Western Hemisphere 

Develop an 

understanding of an 

interdependent global 

community by 

developing awareness of 

and/or engaging in the 

political process as it 

relates to a global 

context. 

Develop the connections 

of an interdependent 

community by engaging 

in the political process as 

it relates to a local 

context. 

Develop the connections 

of an interdependent 

global community by 

engaging in the political 

process as it relates to a 

global context. 
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Grade 5: Unifying Themes Aligned to Key Ideas 
 

  Key 

Ideas 
5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.7 

 Themes         
1 Individual Development and Cultural 

Identity 

(ID) 

 

       

2 Development, Movement, and 

Interaction of Cultures 

(MOV) 

 

       

3 Time, Continuity, and Change 

(TCC) 

 
       

4 Geography, Humans, and the 

Environment 

(GEO) 

 

       

5 Development and Transformation of 

Social Structures 

(SOC) 

 

       

6 Power, Authority, and Governance 

(GOV) 

 
       

7 Civic Ideals and Practices 

(CIV) 

 
       

8 Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of 

Economic Systems 

(ECO) 

 

       

9 Science, Technology, and Innovation 

(TECH) 

 
       

10 Global Connections and Exchange 

(EXCH) 
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FIFTH GRADE (5
th

) : THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
Grade 5 Social Studies is based on the history and geography of the Western Hemisphere, including the development of cultures, civilizations, and empires; 

interaction between societies; and the comparison of the government and economic systems of modern nations. It also incorporates elements of archaeology. 

The course is divided into seven Key Ideas that cover a time span from prehistory into modern times.  Teachers are encouraged to make and teach local 

connections throughout the course, especially in the examination of citizenship related to modern political and economic issues.   

Teachers should note that some Key Ideas and Concepts may require extra time or attention. These include Key Ideas 5.3 European Exploration and its Effects, 

5.6 Government, and 5.7 Economics. 

 

5.1 EARLY PEOPLES OF THE AMERICAS: The first humans in the Western Hemisphere modified their physical environment as well as adapted to 

their environment. Their interactions with their environment led to various innovations and to the development of unique cultures.   

(Standards: 1, 2, 3; Themes: ID, MOV, TCC, GEO) 

 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary  

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.1A Students will examine the various 

theories of the migration routes by 

which the first humans may have 

arrived, including the Bering land 

bridge, using maps and 

archaeological evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Various forms of scientific evidence        

suggest that humans came to North 

America approximately 25,000 to 

14,000 years ago and spread 

southward to South America. 

 

 

5.1B Students will identify how 

human populations adapted and 

made use of the resources and 

environment around them in 

developing distinct ways of life. 

    Human populations that settled along 

rivers, in rainforests, along oceans, in 

deserts, on plains, in mountains, and 

in cold climates adapted to and made 

use of the resources and environment 

around them in developing distinct 

ways of life. 
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5.1C Students will examine maps that 

show the variety of different 

Native American

 groups located 

in the Western Hemisphere, noting 

that there are many different 

culture groups in many different 

types of physical, climate, and 

vegetative regions. 

 

   *For this 
document, the 
term “Native 
American” is 
used with the 
understanding 
that it could say 
“American 
Indian.” 
 

Early peoples living together in 

settlements developed shared cultures 

with customs, beliefs, values, and 

languages that give identity to the 

group. These early peoples also 

developed patterns of organization and 

governance to manage their societies. 

 

 

5.1D Students will select one Native 

American culture group from the 

United States, one from Canada, 

and one from the Caribbean region 

and compare and contrast them by 

examining how each of these 

groups adapted to and used the 

environment and its resources to 

meet their basic needs, and by 

examining elements of their 

culture, including customs, 

beliefs, values, languages, and 

patterns of organization and 

governance. 

 

  Call to family, 

community, and 

participation. 

People are 

social. The way 

we make our 

rules is 

important. We 

need to 

remember our 

whole 

community 

when we make 

rules. Loving 

families are 

good. Law and 

money rules 

should be fair 

for everyone. 

We need to help 

people who are 

poor. 

 

 

 

 

 By the completion of fifth grade, the 

learner should 1. understand that we 

are created in God’s image and 

likeness and that we are to live in 

peace with others. 2. Recognize 

when one is not following the Ten 

commandments and the Eight 

Beatitudes. 

 

                                                           
 For this document, the term “Native American” is used with the understanding that it could say “American Indian.” 
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5.2 COMPLEX SOCIETIES AND CIVILIZATIONS: Between 1100 B.C.E. and 1500 C.E, complex societies and civilizations developed in the Western Hemisphere. 

Although these complex societies and civilizations have certain defining characteristics in common, each is also known for unique cultural achievements and 

contributions.  

(Standards: 2, 3; Themes: ID, TCC, GEO, GOV) 

 

 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources 

& Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Scientists 

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.2A Civilizations share certain 

common characteristics of 

religion, job specialization, cities, 

government, language and writing 

systems, technology, and social 

hierarchy. 

 

 

Employ 

mathematical 

skills to 

measure time 

in years and 

centuries.  

Understand the 

difference 

between 

B.C.E. and 

C.E.  Identify 

the 

chronological 

significance of 

data presented 

in time lines. 

   By the completion of fifth grade, the 

learner should know that we have a 

duty to care for and respect the 

rights of others. 

 

5.2B Students will locate the complex 

societies and civilizations of the 

Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas on a 

map, and students will determine 

when these societies and 

civilizations occurred 

      

5.2C Students will investigate the 

characteristics of the Mayas, 

Aztecs, and Incas, noting 

similarities and differences. 
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5.2D Understand how complex 

societies and civilizations 

adapted to and modified their 

environment to meet the needs 

of their people. 

      

5.2E Students will compare how the 

Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas 

adapted to and modified their 

environment to meet the needs of 

the people, examining the 

clothing, farming, shelter, and 

transportation systems for each. 

 

      

5.2F Political states can take different 

forms, such as city-states and 

empires. A city-state is comprised 

of a city with a government that 

controls the surrounding territory, 

while an empire is a political 

organization developed when a 

single, supreme authority 

conquers other geographic and/or 

cultural regions beyond its initial 

settlements. 
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5.2G Students will compare and 

contrast political states of the 

Maya and the Aztec, noting the 

territories that they controlled, 

the type of rule each had, and 

how the ruler attempted to unify 

the people. 

 

  Rights and 

responsibilities. 

People need 

food, clothes, a 

house, and to be 

able to go to 

school. We 

have a right to 

these things. 

Sometimes 

people in our 

community 

lackt these 

things. We 

should help 

them 

   

5.3 EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND ITS EFFECTS: Various European powers explored and eventually colonized the Western Hemisphere. This 

had a profound effect on Native Americans and led to the transatlantic slave trade.  

(Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, EXCH) 
Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources 

& Activities 
Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.3A Delineate the reasons 

Europeans traveled to 

America.  

 Europeans 

traveled to the 

Americas in 

search of new 

trade routes, 

including a 

northwest 

passage, and 

resources. They 

hoped to gain 

wealth, power, 

and glory. 

Some traveled 

to evangelize. 
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5.3B  Students will investigate 

explorers from different 

European countries and map 

the areas of the Western 

Hemisphere where they 

explored.   

   Christopher 

Columbus, 

John Cabot, 

Jacques 

Cartier, Pedro 

Cabral, and 

Vasco Nunez 

de Balboa. 

Ponce De Leon 

  

5.3C  Students will map the key 

areas of the Western 

Hemisphere that were 

colonized by the English, 

Dutch, French, Portuguese, 

and Spanish, comparing the 

locations, relative sizes, and 

key resources of these 

regions. 
 

      

5.3D  Describe how the Europeans 

encountered and interacted 

with Native Americans in a 

variety of ways. 

      

5.3F  Examine how Native 

Americans viewed the 

newcomers. 
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5.3G Students will examine 

European interactions with 

Native Americans 

 

 

 Conquests by 

Cortez and 

Pizarro and the 

Resulting 

Demographic 

change 

French in 

Canada and the 

fur trade 
 

 Cortez, Pizarro   

5.3 H Explore the Columbian 

Exchange.  

 The transatlantic 

trade of goods, 

movement of 

people, and 

spread of ideas 

and diseases 

resulted in 

cultural diffusion. 

This cultural 

diffusion became 

known as the 

Columbian 

Exchange which 

reshaped the lives 

and influenced 

the beliefs of 

people. 
 

    

5.4I Students will map the 

movements of people, plants, 

animals, and disease between 

Europe, the Americas, and 

Africa. 
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5.4J Students will examine the 

effect of diseases introduced 

to the Western Hemisphere.  

 

      

5.4K Describe the African slave 

transport known as the 

Middle Passage.  

      

5.4L Students will investigate why 

sugar was brought to the 

Americas, noting where it 

was grown and why, and the 

role of supply and demand. 

      

5.4M Students will examine the 

conditions experienced by 

enslaved Africans during the 

Middle Passage. 

 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person: 

People should 

love one 

another. Some 

medicine and 

science 

practices forget 

this. Wars hurt 

people. People 

should solve 

problems 

without 

fighting. We 

also should not 

kill anyone. We 

are all people 

with value and 

should care for 

each other. 

 

 

 

 By completion of Grade 5, the 

learner will : 1.realize the 

importance of respecting those who 

exercise proper authority in in the 

home, in the church, and in society. 

2. Know that we have a duty to care 

for and respect the rights of others. 
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5.4 GEOGRAPHY IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE: The diverse geography of the Western Hemisphere has influenced human culture and 

settlement in distinct ways. Human communities in the Western Hemisphere have modified the physical environment.  

(Standard: 3, Theme: GEO) 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources 

& Activities 
Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Historical 

Places/Figure 

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.4A Describe what information 

physical maps provide. 

 Physical maps 

reflect the 

varied climate 

zones, 

landforms, 

bodies of water, 

and natural 

resources of the 

Western 

Hemisphere. 

    

5.4B Identify the regions in the 

Western Hemisphere. 

 The Western 

Hemisphere 

can be divided 

into regions. 

Regions are 

areas that share 

common, 

identifiable 

characteristics 

such as 

physical, 

political, 

economic, or 

cultural 

features. 

Regions within 

the Western 

Hemisphere 

include: 
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North America 

(Canada and the 

United States) 

Mesoamerica 

(Mexico and 

Central 

America) 

Caribbean 

South America 
 

5.4C Explore how physical 

environment influences 

human population 

distribution, land use, and 

other forms of economic 

activity.  

 

      

5.4D Map the regions within the 

Western Hemisphere and 

locate major physical features 

within each region. 

 

      

5.4E Create a political map of the 

Western Hemisphere, noting 

which countries are in which 

region, and a political map of 

the United States showing the 

location of the states 
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5.4F Students will use physical, 

climate, and vegetation maps 

in combination with 

population density, land use, 

and resource distribution 

maps to discern patterns in 

human settlement and types 

of economic activity. 

 

 

  Care for God’s 

creation. We 

love God by 

taking care of 

the earth. We 

must protect the 

planet and its 

people. We 

must live in 

harmony with 

creation. 

 By completion of Grade 5, the 

learner will understand that we are 

made to contribute positively to 

building up the “kingdom of God”. 

 

5.5 COMPARATIVE CULTURES: The countries of the Western Hemisphere are diverse and the cultures of these countries are rich and varied. Due 

to their proximity to each other, the countries of the Western Hemisphere share some of the same concerns and issues.  

(Standards: 1, 2; Themes: ID, MOV, SOC) 

 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary  

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.5A Examine the countries of the 

Western Hemisphere with their 

varied characteristics and 

contributions that distinguish 

them from other countries. 

      

5.5B  Explore key cultural 

characteristics, such as the 

languages, religions and 

contributions, of the United 

States, Canada, Mexico, at 

least one Caribbean country 

and at least one South 

American country. 
 

    Teachers are encouraged to explore 

more South American and 

Caribbean countries if time permits 
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5.5C Stude   Compare and contrast key 

cultural characteristics and 

contributions associated with 

the United States with those 

associated with Canada, 

Mexico, and at least one 

country in the Caribbean and 

one country in South 

America. 

 

      

5.5D Relate specific regional 

concerns and issues of 

countries in the Western 

Hemisphere. 

 

 

      

5.5E Investigate a current issue 

that two or more Western 

Hemisphere countries are 

facing together. Some 

examples include 

environmental issues, 

immigration, and trade. 

 

  Solidarity. We 

are one family. 

We are brothers 

and sisters even 

if we are 

different. We 

need to get 

along with each 

other. Solidarity 

means not 

fighting and 

helping others. 

We should love 

our neighbors 

all over the 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By the completion of Grade 5, 

TLW: 1 Understand that we are 

created in God’s image and likeness 

and that we are t live in peace with 

others. 2. Realize that the Lord calls 

each of us to live a life of service. 3. 

Learn about the major religions of 

the world. 
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5.6 GOVERNMENT: The political systems of the Western Hemisphere vary in structure and organization across time and place.  

(Standards: 5; Themes: GOV, CIV) 

 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources 

& Activities 
Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary  

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.6A Explore government 

structures, functions, and 

founding documents as they 

vary from place to place in 

the countries of the Western 

Hemisphere 

      

5.6B Students will examine the 

basic structure of the United 

States federal government, 

including the president, 

Congress, and the courts. 
 

 Executive branch 

, legislative 

branch, judicial 

branch 

    

5.6C  Examine the foundational 

documents of the United States 

government for evidence of the 

country’s beliefs, values, and 

principles. 

 

 U.S. Constitution, 

Bill of Rights, 

Declaration of 

Independence 

    

5.6D Students will compare and 

contrast the government 

structures and functions of the 

United States government 

with those of Canada, 

Mexico, and one other 

country in both the Caribbean 

and South America. 
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5.6E Legal, political, and 

historic documents define the 

values, beliefs, and principles 

of constitutional democracy. 

      

5.6F Students will examine the 

Declaration of Independence, 

the United States Constitution 

and Bill of Rights, the British 

North America Act, and the 

Canadian Bill of Rights in 

terms of key values, beliefs, 

and principles of 

constitutional democracy. 

      

5.6G Across time and place, 

different groups of people in 

the Western Hemisphere have 

struggled and fought for 

equality and civil rights or 

sovereignty. 

      

5.6H Students will examine at least 

one group of people, such as 

Native Americans, African 

Americans, women, or 

another cultural, ethnic, or 

racial minority in the Western 

Hemisphere, who have 

struggled or are struggling for 

equality and civil rights or 

sovereignty. 
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5.6I Students will examine 

multinational organizations 

and nongovernmental 

organizations and their roles 

in promoting cooperation, 

peace, and cultural 

understanding. 

 

  Multinational 

organizations  

and non- 

governmental 

organizations in 

the Western 

Hemisphere 

seek to 

encourage 

cooperation 

between nations, 

protect human 

rights, support 

economic 

development, 

and provide 

assistance in 

challenging 

situations. 
 

Rights and 

responsibilities: 

People need 

food, clothes, a 

house, and to be 

able to go to 

school. We 

have a right to 

these things. 

Sometimes 

people in our 

community lack 

these things. 

We should help 

them. 

 By the completion of Grade Five, 

the learner will: 1. Actively 

participate in a variety of age-

appropriate service projects. 2. 

Know that we have a duty to care 

for and respect the rights of others. 
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III. 5.7 ECONOMICS: The peoples of the Western Hemisphere have developed various ways to meet their needs and wants. Many of the countries of 

the Western Hemisphere trade with each other, as well as with other countries around the world. 

(Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4; Themes: TCC, GEO, ECO, EXCH) 
Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary  

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

5.7A Explore different types of 

economic systems. Different 

types of economic systems 

have developed across time 

and place within the Western 

Hemisphere. These economic 

systems, including traditional, 

market, and command, 

address the three economic 

questions: what will be 

produced, how it will be 

produced, and who will get 

what is produced? 

      

5.7B Students will explore the 

characteristics of a traditional 

economy used by the Inuit, 

the market economy of the 

United States or Canada, and 

the command economy of 

Cuba, noting similarities and 

differences. 

      

5.7C Peoples of the Western 

Hemisphere have engaged in 

a variety of economic 

activities to meet their needs 

and wants. 
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5.7D Students will identify the 

major natural resources of the 

United States, Canada, 

Mexico, and at least one 

Caribbean and at least one 

South American country to 

determine the major 

industries of those countries 

in relation to available 

resources. 
 

  The Dignity of 

Work and the 

Rights of 

Workers. 

People need to 

work to make a 

living. Their 

work should 

make them 

happy. It should 

be safe. They 

should make 

enough money 

to buy what the 

need to live a 

decent life. We 

should make 

sure all workers 

are protected. 

 Teachers are encouraged to explore 

more South American and 

Caribbean countries if time permits. 

By the completion of Grade 5, the 

learner will Know that we have a 

duty to care for and respect the 

rights of others. 

 

5.7E Students will examine why 

certain products are 

manufactured in particular 

places, taking into account 

the weight, transportation 

availability, and costs and 

markets (e.g., Coca-cola). 

      

5.7F Countries trade with other 

countries to meet economic 

needs and wants.  They are 

interdependent. 

   interdependent   
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5.7G Students will examine 

products that are imported 

into markets within the 

United States based on 

demand for these products, 

noting how this affects the 

United States economy. 
 

      

5.7H   Students will examine 

products that are exported 

from the United States to 

other markets in the Western 

Hemisphere, noting how this 

affects the United States 

economy. 
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GRADE 6:  Social Studies Practices 
 

A. Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 

1. Develop and frame questions about topics related to historical events occurring in the Eastern Hemisphere that can be answered by gathering, 

interpreting, and using evidence. 

2. Identify, effectively select, and analyze different forms of evidence used to make meaning in social studies (including primary and secondary sources 

such as art and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and graphs). 

3. Identify evidence and explain content, authorship, point of view, purpose, and format; identify bias; explain the role of bias and potential audience. 

4. Describe the arguments of others. 

5. Identify implicit ideas and draw inferences, with support. 

6. Recognize arguments on specific social studies topics and identify evidence to support the arguments. Examine arguments related to a specific social 

studies topic from multiple perspectives. 

B. Chronological Reasoning 

1. Identify ways that events are related chronologically to one another in time.   

2. Employ mathematical skills to measure time by years, decades, centuries, and millennia; to calculate time from the fixed points of the calendar system 

(B.C.E. and C.E.); and to interpret the data presented in time lines, with teacher support. 

3. Identify causes and effects from current events, grade-level content, and historical events. 

4. Identify and classify the relationship between multiple causes and multiple effects. 

5. Distinguish between long-term and immediate causes and effects of an event from current events or history. 

6. Recognize and analyze the dynamics of historical continuity and change over periods of time.  Identify the role of turning points as an important  
dynamic in historical change. 
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7. Compare histories in different places in the Eastern Hemisphere, utilizing time lines. Identify ways that changing periodization affects the historical 

narrative. 

8. Identify the relationships of patterns of continuity and change to larger historical processes and themes. 

9. Understand that historians use periodization to categorize events.  Describe general models of periodization in history.   

C. Comparison and Contextualization 

1. Identify a region in the Eastern Hemisphere by describing a characteristic that places within it have in common, and then compare it to other regions.   

2. Categorize and evaluate divergent perspectives on an individual historical event. 

3. Describe and compare multiple events in the history of the Eastern Hemisphere in societies in similar chronological contexts and in various 

geographical contexts. 

4. Identify how the relationship between geography, economics, and history helps to define a context for events in the study of the Eastern Hemisphere. 

5. Describe historical developments in the history of the Eastern Hemisphere, with specific references to circumstances of time and place and to 

connections to broader regional or global processes. 

6. Understand the roles that periodization and region play in developing the comparison of historical civilizations.  Identify general characteristics that can 

be employed to conduct comparative analysis of case studies in the Eastern Hemisphere in the same historical period, with teacher support.   

D. Geographic Reasoning 

1. Use location terms and geographic representations such as maps, photographs, satellite images, and models to describe where places in the Eastern 

Hemisphere are in relation to each other, to describe connections between places, and to evaluate the benefits of particular places for purposeful 

activities. 

2. Distinguish human activities and human-made features from “environments” (natural events or physical features—land, air, and water—that are not 

directly made by humans) in the Eastern Hemisphere; identify the relationship between human activities and the environment.   

3. Identify and describe how environments affect human activities and how human activities affect physical environments through the study of cases in the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 
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4. Recognize and explain how characteristics (cultural, economic, and physical-environmental) of regions affect the history of societies in the Eastern 

Hemisphere. 

5. Describe how human activities alter places and regions in the Eastern Hemisphere.    

6. Describe the spatial organization of place, considering the historical, social, political, and economic implication of that organization. Recognize that 

boundaries and definitions of location are historically constructed. 

E. Economics and Economic Systems 

1. Explain how scarcity necessitates decision making; employ examples from the Eastern Hemisphere to illustrate the role of scarcity historically and in 

current events; compare through historical examples the costs and benefits of economic decisions. 

2. Examine the role that various types of resources (human capital, physical capital, and natural resources) have in providing goods and services. 

3. Compare market economies to other economic systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.   

4. Examine the role of job specialization and trade historically and during contemporary times in the Eastern Hemisphere.   

5. Provide examples of unemployment, inflation, total production, income, and economic growth in economies in the Eastern Hemisphere. 

6. Describe government decisions that affect economies in case studies from the Eastern Hemisphere 

F. Civic Participation 

1. Demonstrate respect for the rights of others in discussion and classroom debates, regardless of whether one agrees with the other viewpoint.  Consider 

alternate views in discussion. 

2. Participate in activities that focus on a local issue or problem in a country in the Eastern Hemisphere.   

3. Identify and explore different types of political systems and ideologies used at various times and in various locations in the Eastern Hemisphere and 

identify the role of individuals and key groups in those political and social systems. 

4. Identify and describe opportunities for and the role of the individual in social and political participation at various times and in various locations in the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 
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5. Participate in negotiating and compromising in the resolution of differences and conflict; introduce and examine the role of conflict resolution. 

6. Identify situations with a global focus in which social actions are required and suggest solutions. 

7. Describe the roles of people in power in the Eastern Hemisphere both historically and currently. Identify ways that current figures can influence 

people’s rights and freedom. 

8. Identify rights and responsibilities of citizens within societies in the Eastern Hemisphere.   

9. Develop an understanding of an interdependent global community by developing awareness and/or engaging in the political process as it relates to a 

global context. 
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Grade 6: The Eastern Hemisphere 
 

Grade 6 Social Studies is based on the geography and history of the Eastern Hemisphere, including the development of cultures, civilizations, and empires; 

interactions between societies; and the comparison of trends in government and economics.  It also incorporates some elements of other social sciences.  

 

The course begins with an examination of the Eastern Hemisphere today, using geographic skills. This provides the foundation for making connections between 

the past and the present throughout the course. The remainder of the course is divided into seven Key Ideas that cover a time span from pre-history into the 

1500s. Students are provided the opportunity to explore belief systems across time and to examine the foundations of democracy. 

 

Teachers should note that some Key Ideas and Concepts may require extra time or attention. These include Key Ideas 6.3 Early River Valley Civilizations in the 

Eastern Hemisphere; 6.6 Mediterranean World: Feudal Western Europe, the Byzantine Empire, and the Islamic Caliphates; and 6.7 Interactions Across the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 
 

6.1 PRESENT-DAY EASTERN HEMISPHERE GEOGRAPHY: The diverse geography of the Eastern Hemisphere has influenced human culture and 

settlement patterns in distinct ways. Human communities in the Eastern Hemisphere have adapted to or modified the physical environment.  

(Standard: 3: Theme: GEO) 

 
Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Scientists 

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

6.1A Use maps to represent varied 

climate zones, landforms, 

bodies of water, and 

resources of the Eastern 

Hemisphere.  
 

      

6.1B The Eastern Hemisphere can be 

divided into regions. Regions are 

areas that share common 

identifiable characteristics, such 

as physical, political, economic, 

or cultural features 

 

 Regions within 

the Eastern 

Hemisphere 

include: 

Middle East 

(North Africa 

and Southwest 

Asia) 

Sub-Sharan 

Africa 
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Europe (West, 

North, South, 

Central, and 

Southeast) 

Russia and the 

Independent 

States (Russia 

Caucasia, 

Central Asia the 

region of 

Belarus, 

Moldova, 

Ukraine 

East Asia 

(People’s 

Republic of 

China, North 

Korea, South 

Korea, Japan, 

and Taiwan) 

Southeast Asia 

(Vietnam, 

Cambodia, Laos, 

Thailand, 

Myanmar 

{Burma}, 

Malaysia, 

Singapoe, 

Indonesia, Brunei, 

Philippines) 

South Asia 

(Afghansitan, 

Pakistan, India, 

Bangladesh, 

Nepal, Bhutan) 

Oceania 

(Australia, New 

Zealand, the 

Pacific) 
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6.1C The physical environment 

influences human population 

distribution, land use, economic 

activities, and political 

connections. 

 

      

6.1D Students will use physical, 

climate, and vegetation maps in 

combination with population 

density, land use, and resource 

distribution maps in order to 

discern patterns in human 

settlement, economic activity, 

and the relationship to scarcity 

of resources in the present-day 

Eastern Hemisphere. 

 

      

6.1E To understand scale, students 

will work with maps at a variety 

of scales so they can compare 

patterns in population density 

and land use, economic activity, 

and political connections across 

the present-day Eastern 

Hemisphere, within a region of 

the Eastern Hemisphere, and in 

a specific country. In doing so, 

students will examine maps of 

the hemisphere, three regions 

within the present-day Eastern 

Hemisphere, and one specific 

country within each region. 

      

6.1F Explore issues and problems 

experienced in the regions of the 

Eastern Hemisphere that have 
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roots in the past. 

6.1G Students will examine current 

political and environmental 

issues in a region or country of 

the Eastern Hemisphere being 

studied. 

 

  Call to family, 

community, and 

participation. 

People are 

social. The way 

we make our 

rules is 

important. We 

need to 

remember our 

whole 

community 

when we make 

rules. Loivng 

families are 

good. Law and 

money rules 

should be fair 

for everyone. 

We need to help 

people who are 

poor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By the completion of Grade 6, 

TLW: 1. Realize the importance of 

respecting those who exercise 

proper authority in the home, in the 

Church, and in society. 2. Know hat 

we have a duty to care for and 

respect the rights of others. 3. 

Recognize when one is not 

following the Ten Commandments 

and the Eight Beatitudes. 

 

 6.2 THE FIRST HUMANS THROUGH THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION IN THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE: The first humans modified their 
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physical environment as well as adapted to their environment.  

(Standards: 2, 3; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH) 

 
Code Standards & Objectives Literacy & 

Math 

Standards 

Resources Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Scientists 

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

6.2A Explain how human 

populations that settled along 

rivers, in rainforests, along 

coastlines, in deserts, and in 

mountains made use of the 

resources and the environment 

around them in developing 

distinct ways of life. 
 

      

6.2B Explore how archaeological 

evidence has been used to 

acquire knowledge about 

early peoples. Early peoples 

in the Eastern Hemisphere are 

often studied by analyzing 

artifacts and archaeological 

features. Archaeologists 

engage in digs and study 

artifacts and features in a 

particular location to gather 

evidence about a group of 

people and how they lived at 

a particular time. 
 

 

 

      

6.2C Explore the Neolithic       
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advances in technology and 

agriculture. The Neolithic 

Revolution was marked by 

technological advances in 

agriculture and domestication 

of animals that allowed 

people to form semi-

sedentary and sedentary 

settlements. 

 
6.2D Student Explore early human 

migration patterns and 

settlements through the use 

of multiple maps and the 

examination of various 

forms of archaeological 

evidence. 

      

6.2F Students will be introduced to 

pastoral nomadic peoples as 

a culture type that existed 

throughout history. 

      

6.2G Students will compare the 

use of tools and animals, 

types of dwellings, art, and 

social organizations of early 

peoples, and distinguish 

between the Paleolithic Age 

and Neolithic Age. 
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6.2H Explore patterns in 

civilization development that 

have brought about 

significant changes in social, 

cultural, political, and 

economic development in 

history. 

 

 

 Historians use 

archaeological 

and other types 

of evidence to 

investigate 

patterns in 

history and 

identify turning 

points. A 

turning point 

can be an event, 

era, and/or 

development in 

history that has 

brought about 

significant 

social, cultural, 

ecological, 

political, or 

economic 

change. 

    

6.2I Students will determine if 

the Neolithic Revolution is a 

turning point in world history, 

using various forms of 

evidence. 

 

  Solidarity We 

are one human 

family. We are 

brothers and 

sisters even if 

we are different. 

We need to get 

along with each 

other. Solidarity 

means not 

fighting and 

helping others. 

We should love 

our neighbors 

all over the 

world. 

 By the completion of Grade 6, the 

learner will: 1.realize that God gave 

us the spiritual gift of a free will. 2. 

Recognize and celebrate the gifts 

and talents of others. 3. Be able to 

recognize when we have not 

followed the Ten Commandments 

and the eight beatitudes in our daily 

life. 
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6.3 EARLY RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS IN THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE (ca. 3500 B.C.E. – ca. 500 B.C.E.):  Complex societies and 

civilizations developed in the Eastern Hemisphere. Although these complex societies and civilizations have certain defining characteristics in common, 

each is also known for unique cultural achievements and contributions. Early human communities in the Eastern Hemisphere adapted to and modified 

the physical environment.  

(Standards: 2, 3; Themes: ID, TCC, GEO, SOC) 
 

Code Standards and Objectives Literacy and 

Math 

Standards 

 

Resources/ 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment/Content Notes Date 

Taught 

6.3A Explore the development of 

shared customs, ideas, and 

languages in each given 

civilization. Humans living 

together in settlements develop 

shared customs, beliefs, ideas, 

and languages that give identity 

to the group.   

 

 

 

 

 

      

6.3B Discuss complex societies and 

civilizations and how they share 

the common characteristics of 

religion, job specialization, 

cities, government, 

language/record keeping system, 

technology, and social hierarchy.  

 People in 

Mesopotamia, the 

Yellow River 

valley, the Indus 

River valley, and 

the Nile River 

valley developed 

complex societies 

and civilizations. 
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6.3C Students will 

explore at least two river valley 

societies and civilizations: one in 

the Middle East (Mesopotamia 

or Nile river valley), one in 

South Asia (Indus River valley), 

or one in East Asia (Yellow 

River valley) by examining 

archaeological and historical 

evidence to compare and 

contrast characteristics of these 

complex societies and 

civilizations. 

      

6.3D Mesopotamia, Yellow River 

valley, Indus River valley, and 

Nile River valley complex 

societies and civilizations 

adapted to and modified their 

environment to meet the needs 

of their population. 

 

      

6.3E Students will explore how the 

selected complex societies and 

civilizations adapted to and 

modified their environment to 

meet their basic needs of food, 

clothing, and shelter. 

      

6.3F Explain how political and social 

hierarchies influenced the access 

that groups and individuals had 

to power, wealth, and jobs and 

influenced their roles within a 

society. 
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6.3G Students will compare and 

contrast the gender roles, access 

to wealth and power, and 

division of labor within the 

political and social structures of 

the selected river valley societies 

and civilizations. 

 

      

6.3H Students will examine the unique 

achievements of each of the 

selected complex societies and 

civilizations that served as lasting 

contributions. 

 

  Rights and 

Responsibilities 

 By the end of Grade 6, TLW know 

that we are called to respect and 

protect the rights of others. 

 

6.4 COMPARATIVE WORLD RELIGIONS (ca. 2000 B.C.E – ca. 630 A.D.): Major religions and belief systems developed in the Eastern Hemisphere. 

There were important similarities and differences between these belief systems.  

(Standard: 2; Themes: ID, SOC) 

 
Code Standards & Objectives 

 

Literacy and 

Math 

Standards 

Resources/ 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

6.4A Belief systems and religions are 

based on sets of mutually held 

values. 

Refer to 

Diocesan 

Literacy 

Standards 
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6.4B Students will study the belief 

systems of Judaism, 

Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, 

Hinduism, and Confucianism by 

looking at where the belief 

system originated, when it 

originated, founder(s) if any, 

and the major tenets, practices, 

and sacred writings or holy texts 

for each. (Note: Although not 

within this historic period, 

students may also study Sikhism 

and other major belief systems 

at this point.) 

      

6.4C Students will be able to identify 

similarities and differences 

across belief systems, including 

their effect on social order and 

gender roles. 

      

6.4D Students will explore the 

influence of various belief 

systems on contemporary 

cultures and events. 

 

  Solidarity  By the completion of Grade 6, TLW 

be aware of the need for world 

peace and begin to understand how 

we can help bring about peace in 

our world, 2. Be aware and have 

respect for all of God’s creation 3. 

Recognize that the Jewish faith is a 

response to God’ revelation as 

found in the Old Testament.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 52 
 

6.5 COMPARATIVE CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS IN THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE (ca. 600 B.C.E. – ca. 500 A.D.): As complex societies and 

civilizations change over time, their political and economic structures evolve. A golden age may be indicated when there is an extended period of time 

that is peaceful, prosperous, and demonstrates great cultural achievements.  

(Standards: 2, 3, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, GEO, SOC, GOV, CIV) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy and 

Math 

Standards 

Resources and 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

6.5A Explore how geographic factors 

influence the development of 

classical civilizations and their 

political structures. 

      

6.5B Students will locate the classical 

civilizations on a map and 

identify geographic factors that 

influenced the extent of their 

boundaries, locate their cities on 

a map, and identify their 

political structures. 

      

6.5C Students will compare and 

contrast the similarities and 

differences between the Chinese 

(Qin, Han) and Greco-Roman 

(Athens and Roman empire) 

classical civilizations by 

examining religion, job 

specialization, cities, 

government, language/record 

keeping system, technology, and 

social hierarchy. 

      

6.5D Political structures were 

developed to establish order, to 

create and enforce laws, and to 

enable decision making. 
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6.5 E Students will examine the 

similarities and differences 

between the political systems of 

Chinese (Qin, Han) and Greco-

Roman (Athens, Sparta, Roman 

Republic, Roman Empire) 

classical civilizations. 

  Call to family, 

community and 

participation 

   

6.5F Reflect on how a period of 

peace, prosperity, and cultural 

achievements may be indicative 

of a golden age. 

 

      

6.5G Students will examine evidence 

related to the Qin, Han, and 

Greco-Roman (Athens and 

Roman Empire) civilizations and 

determine if these civilizations 

have experienced a golden age. 

      

6.5H Students will examine how 

cultural achievements of these 

civilizations have influenced 

contemporary societies. 

 

    By the completion of Grade 6, the 

learner will: 1. Realize the 

importance of respecting those wo 

exercise proper authority in the 

home, in the Church, and in 

society.2. Know that we have a duty 

tocare for and respect the rights of 

others. 3. Recognize when one is 

not following the Ten 

Commandments and the eight 

beatitudes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard 6.6  MEDITERRANEAN WORLD:  FEUDAL WESTERN EUROPE, THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE, AND THE ISLAMIC CALIPHATES 
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(ca. 600 C.E. – ca. 1450): The Mediterranean world was reshaped with the fall of the Roman Empire. Three distinct cultural regions developed: feudal 

Western Europe, the Byzantine Empire, and the Islamic caliphates. These regions interacted with each other and clashed over control of holy lands.  

(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; MOV, TCC, GOV, CIV, EXCH) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources and 

Activities 

 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

6.6H. Identify the causes to the fall 

of the Roman empire 

 Over expansion, 

corruption, 

invasions, civil 

wars, and discord. 

Feudalism 

developed in 

Western Europe 

in reaction t aneed 

for order and to 

meet basic needs. 

 

 

 

    

6.6 Ha Examine reasons for the fall 

of the Roman Empire and the 

development of feudalism in 

Western Europe, including 

efforts to restore the empire, 

the decentralization of 

political authority, and the 

role of the Catholic Christian 

church in providing some 

measure of central authority. 

 

 

      

6.6Hb Explore how the Byzantine       
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Empire preserved elements of 

the Roman Empire by 

blending Roman traditions 

with Greek culture and 

developed a Christian faith, 

known as Orthodox 

Christianity, which united 

Church and state authority in 

the person of the emperor. 

 

6.6Hc Discuss the spread of Islam 

from the Mediterranean region 

from southwest Asia to 

northern Africa and the 

Iberian Peninsula. 
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6.6Hd Examine the Umayyad and 

Abbasid caliphates, noting 

how the introduction of Islam 

changed the societies and 

cultures each conquered, 

blending with those societies 

and cultures dynamic new 

Islamic societies and cultures. 

      

6.6He Trace the causes of the 

conflict that led to the 

Crusades. 

 Competition and 

rivalry over 

religious, 

economic, and 

political control 

over the holy 

lands 

    

6.6Hf Examine the conflict of the 

Crusades from 3 different 

perspectives: feudal Europe, 

Byzantine and Islamic. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person 

 By the completion of Grade Six, the 

learner will be aware of the need for 

world peace and begin to 

understand how we can help bring 

about peace in our world. 
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6.7 INTERACTIONS ACROSS THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE (ca. 600 C.E. – ca. 1450): Trade networks promoted the 

exchange and diffusion of language, belief systems, tools, intellectual ideas, inventions, and diseases. 

      (Standards: 2, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH, EXCH) 

Code Standards and objectives Literacy and 

Math 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content notes Date 

Taught 

6.7A Explore how the silk roads, 

the Indian Ocean, and the 

Trans-Saharan routes formed 

the major Afro-Euroasian 

trade networks connecting the 

East and the West. 

 Ideas, people, 

technologies, 

products, and 

diseases moved 

along these 

routes. 

    

6.7B Create maps that illustrate 

items exchanged and ideas 

spread along the Silk roads, 

across the Indian Ocean, and 

on the Trans-Saharan trade 

routes. 

      

6.7C Examine the location of 

resources helped determine 

the location of trade routes 

and the economic impact of 

the exchange of resources. 
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6.7D Study interregional travelers, 

why they traveled, where they 

visited, what was learned and 

what was exchanged as a 

result of their travel. 

   Marco Polo, Ibn 

Battuta, Mansa 

Musa, and Zheng 

He 

  

6.7E Describe the Mongol 

conquests in Eurasia and how 

this fostered connections 

between the East and the West 

to serve as agents of change 

and cultural diffusion.  

      

6.7F Map the Mongol Empire at 

the height of its power. 

      

6.7G Examine the methods used by 

the Mongols to enable them to 

rule over a diverse population 

noting how Mongol rule 

expanded trade. 
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6.7H Examine the spread of the 

Black Death (Bubonic Plague) 

as a result of interregional 

exchange and its impact on 

various regions within Afro-

Euroasia using a variety of 

sources such as maps, poetry, 

literature, and other primary 

sources. 

      

6.7I Discuss how complex 

societies and civilizations 

adapted and designed 

technologies for transportation 

that allowed them to cross 

challenging landscapes and 

move people and goods 

efficiently. 

      

6.7J Examine how various 

technologies affected trade 

and exchanges. 

 Ships including 

junks and carvels, 

improvements to 

ships such as sails 

and rudders, 

navigation tools 

such as the 

compass and 

astrolabe, and 

gunpowder. 

 

 

 

Call to Family, 

community, and 

participation 

 Tlw 1. Realize the importance of 

respecting those who exercise 

proper authority in the home, in the 

Church, and in society. 2. Know 

that we have a duty to care for and 

respect the rights of others. 3. 

Recognize when one is not 

following the Ten Commandments 

and the eight beatitutdes. 
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Standard 6.8 Explore the Renaissance and Reformation and its impact on culture, science, religion, and modern societies (1450-1700). 

 
6.8A Examine the key political, 

philosophical and religious 

figures of the Renaissance 

period and their contributions 

to society. 

      

6.8B Analyze the causes and 

outcomes of the Reformation 

and the Counter-Reformation. 

      

6.8C Select one aspect (influential 

person, event, or topic) of the 

Renaissance period, 

Reformation, or Counter 

Reformation to research. 

Collect data from primary and 

secondary sources and write a 

paper on the significance of 

the person, topic or event 

selected. 

 

 

 

Literacy 

standards in 

reading and 

writing. If 

presented 

orally, this 

could also be 

tied to 

speaking and 

listening 
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Grade 7 History of the United States and Tennessee:  Native Americans – Reconstruction 

7.1 Native Americans: The physical environment and natural resources of North America influenced the development of the first 

human settlements and the culture of Native Americans. Native American societies varied across North America.  (Standards: 1, 2; 

Themes: ID, MOV, GEO) 
 

 *For this document, the term “Native Americans” is used with the understanding it could say   “American Indians.” 

 
Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources and 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.1SG Examine theories of human 

settlement of the Americas. The 

physical environment and natural 

resources of North America 

influenced the development of 

the first human settlements and 

the culture of Native Americans.  

Native American societies varied 

across North America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  We love God by 

taking care of 

the earth.  We 

must protect the 

planet and its 

people.  We 

must live in 

harmony with 

creation. 

 By the completion of Grade 7m the 

learner will: further understand that 

care for the earth is a requirement of 

our faith. We are called by God to 

protect eh planet and all of God’s 

creation. 
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7.1SG.

a 

Examine how geography and 

climate influenced the migration 

and cultural development of 

Native Americans.  Native 

Americans in North America 

settled into different regions and 

developed distinct cultures. 

 Students will 

examine theories 

of human 

settlement of the 

Americas.  

 

Students will 

compare and 

contrast different 

Native American 

culture groups 

with a focus on 

the influence 

geographic factors 

had on their 

development. 

 

Students will 

examine the 

various Native 

American culture 

groups located 

within what 

became 

Tennessee 

including, and the 

influence 

geographic factors 

had on their 

development.  

 

Care for God’s 

Creation        
We love God by 

taking care of 

the earth.  We 

must protect the 

planet and its 

people.  We 

must live in 

harmony with 

creation. 
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7.2 COLONIAL DEVELOPMENTS:  European exploration of the New World resulted in various interactions with Native Americans 

and in colonization.  The American colonies were established for a variety of reasons and developed differently based on economic, 

social, and geographic factors. Colonial America had a variety of social structures under which not all people were treated equally.  

(Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, GEO, ECO, TECH, EXCH) 

 

Colonialism (1600-1750). Student will understand the social, political, and economic reasons for the movement of the people from 

Europe to the Americas, and they will describe the impact of colonization by Europeans on American Indians and on the 

development of the land that eventually became the United States of America. 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources and 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.2A 

 

Describe how social, economic, 

and scientific improvements 

helped European nations launch 

an Age of Exploration. 

 Explain the 

significance of the 

technological 

developments and 

scientific 

understandings 

that improved 

European 

exploration such 

as the caravel, 

magnetic 

compass, 

astrolabe, and 

Mercator 

projection. 
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7.2B Examine the voyage of 

Columbus, leading to the 

Columbian Exchange and the 

voyages of others explorers 

  Solidarity: We 

ae one human 

family. We are 

brothers and 

sisters even if 

we are different. 

We need to get 

along with each 

other. Solidarity 

means not 

fighting and 

helping others. 

We should love 

our neighbors 

all over the 

world. 

Champlain, 

Hudson, and 

Verrazano. 

By the completion of grade 7, the 

learner will further understand that 

we are one humam family and we 

are brothers and sisters even if we 

are different. 

 

7.2C Explore and discuss the varied 

interactions and relationships 

with the Native American 

societies encountered by the 

different European groups. 

Cite textual 

evidence 

analyzing 

examples of 

both 

cooperation 

and conflict 

between 

American 

Indians and 

colonist, 

including 

agriculture, 

trade, cultural 

exchanges, and 

military 

alliances and 

conflicts. 

Native American 

societies suffered 

from loss of life 

due to diseases 

brought from 

Europe, conflict, 

loss of land due to 

the European 

settlers and 

differing 

conceptions of 

property and land 

ownership. 
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7.2D Compare and contrast British 

interactions with southern New 

England Algonquians, Dutch 

interactions and French 

interactions with the Algonquians 

and Iroquoians, and Spanish 

interactions with Muscogee. 

 May investigate 

Native American 

societies found in 

East Tennessee or 

Tennessee in 

general and their 

interactions with 

European groups. 

    

7.2E Examine the major reasons 

Native American societies 

decline in population and lost 

land to the Europeans. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person. 

People should 

love each other. 

Some medicine 

and science 

practices forget 

this. Wars hurt 

people. We 

should solve 

problems 

without 

fighting. We 

also should not 

kill anyone. We 

are all people 

with value and 

should care for 

one another. 

 By the completion of 7
th

 grade, the 

learner will further understand that 

human life is sacred. In our fait we 

believe that every person is precious 

and that people are more important 

than things. 
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7.2F Explain the primary motivations 

European nations established 

colonies in North America: 

economic, religious, and political 

reasons, rise of the middle class 

(joint stock companies), the need 

to move surplus populations and 

the search for religious freedom. 

 Differences in 

climate, physical 

features, access to 

water, and sources 

of labor 

contributed to the 

development of 

different 

economies in the 

New England, 

Middle, and 

Southern 

Colonies. 

    

7.2G Trace and explain the founding 

of Jamestown. 

  Investigate the 

reasons for 

colonization and 

the role of 

geography in the 

development of 

each colonial 

region. 

 Include the 

following:  

Virginia 

company, James 

River, John 

Smith, 

Pocahontas, 

Powhatan, John 

Rolfe, “starving 

time”, tobacco, 

Bacon’s 

Rebellion, 

indentured 

servants and 

slaves, the 

arrival of 

women, House 

of Burgesses 
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7.2H Explore the Dutch settlements 

(New Netherlands)along the 

Hudson River and the French 

settlements in the Champlain 

Valley and explain the 

contributions of each. 

 Compare and 

contrast the Dutch 

and French 

settlements with 

those of other 

British colony 

settlements in 

terms of political, 

economic, and 

social 

characteristics, 

including an 

examination of 

the patroon 

system. Examine 

the changing 

status and role of 

African 

Americans under 

the Dutch and 

English colonial 

systems. Dutch 

contributions to 

American society 

include 

acceptance of a 

diverse 

population, a 

degree of 

religious 

toleration and 

right to petition. 

 Peter Stuyvesant 

Patroon system 

Renaming to 

New York 

Diverse 

population 

French 

Huguenots 

  

7.2I Explain the founding of the 

Plymouth Colony, including the 

Separatists, William Bradford, 

Mayflower, Mayflower Compact, 

and Squanto. 

      



Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 68 
 

7.2J Analyze the reasons for the 

settlement of the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony and the events and 

the key figures of the colonies 

   Non-

Separatists/Puriat

ans 

John Winthrop, 

theocracy, town 

meetings, Anne 

Hutchinson and 

Roger Williams-

Rhode Island, 

Thomas Hooker-

Connecticut, 

Salem 

Witchcraft Trials 

  

7.2K Analyze the founding of 

Pennsylvania as a haven for 

Quakers and the tolerance that 

drew many different groups to 

the colony. 

   William Penn, 

Philadelphia, 

role of women, 

Relationship 

with Indians 

  

7.2L Explain the reasons behind the 

settlement of the Georgia 

Colony, including the role of 

James Oglethorpe and Georgia as 

a “debtor’ colony and a “buffer” 

colony. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

human person. 
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7.2M Explore the growth of slavery in 

the colonies over the course of 

the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries. 

 Explain why and 

where slavery 

grew over time in 

the U.S. and 

students should 

examine the 

living conditions 

of slaves 

including those in 

Tennessee. 

Life and 

Dignity of the 

human person 

Middle Passage   

7.2N Distinguish between indentured 

servitude and slavery. 

 Investigate 

different methods 

enslaved Africans 

used to survive 

and resist their 

conditions, 

including slave 

revolts. 

Life and 

Dignity of the 

human person 

  By the completion of grade 7, the 

learner will further understand that 

we are all people of value and 

should care for each other. Every 

person has the right to life, the right 

that makes other rights possible. 

Everyone has the right to the 

conditions for living a decent life 

including food, housing and 

employment. 

 

7.2O Compare and contrast the day-to-

day colonial life for men, 

women, and children in different 

regions and of different 

ethnicities, including the system 

of indentured servitude, slavery, 

as well as connections to the 

land. 
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7.2P Analyze the ideas that 

significantly impacted the 

development of colonial self-

government by citing textual 

evidence and examining multiple 

perspectives using excerpts from 

primary sources. 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from The First 

Virginia Charter, 

1606; The 

Mayflower 

Compact, 1620; 

excerpts from the 

Charter of 

Massachusetts 

Bay Colony, 

1629; excerpts 

from The 

Fundamental 

Orders of 

Connecticut, 

1639; excerpts 

from The 

Maryland 

Toleration Act, 

1649; excerpts 

from The New 

England Articles 

of Confederation; 

excerpts from A 

Historie of 

Virginia, 

(“starving time”) 

John Smith; 

excerpts from Of 

Plymouth 

Plantation, 

William Bradford 

 The First 

Virginia Charter, 

1606, The 

Mayflower 

Compact, 1620, 

Charter of the 

Massachusetts 

Bay Colony, 

1629, The 

Fundamental 

Orders of 

Connecticut, 

1639, The New 

England Articles 

of 

Confederation, 

1643, The 

Maryland 

Toleration Act, 

1649. 
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7.3 AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE: Growing tensions over political power and economic issues sparked a movement for 

independence from Great Britain. 

      (Standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, ECO) 

 

Development of a New Nation(1720-1787) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

vocabulary and 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.3A Compare the government 

structures and economic base and 

cultural traditions of New France 

and the English colonies. 

      

7.3B Explain how the practice of 

salutary neglect, experience with 

self-government, and wide 

spread ownership of land 

fostered individualism and 

contributed to the American 

Revolution. 

      

7.3C Evaluate the contributions of 

Benjamin Franklin to American 

society in the areas of science, 

writing and literature, and 

politics, including analysis of 

excerpts from Poor Richard’s 

Almanack, The Autobiography 

of Benjamin Franklin, the Albany 

Plan of Union and the Join or Die 

cartoon 
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7.3D Describe the impact of the John 

Peter Zenger trial on the 

development of the principle of a 

free press. 

      

7.3E Describe the causes, course, and 

outcome of the French and Indian 

War, including the massacre at 

Fort Loudoun 

 Examine how 

Native Americans 

attempted to 

maintain a 

diplomatic 

balance between 

themselves and 

the French and 

Indian settlers. 

    

7.3F Explain the impact of individuals 

who created interest in the land 

west of the Appalachian 

Mountains, including 

   Long hunters, 

wilderness Road, 

Daniel Boone, 

William Bean, 

Thomas Sharpe 

Spencer, Dr. 

Thomas Walker 

  

7.3.G Summarize the major events of 

the Watauga Settlement 

   Battle of 

Alamance and 

Regulators 

Watauga 

Purchase and 

Compact, James 

Robertson, Little 

Carpenter, 

Dragging Canoe 
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7.3H Analyze the social, political and 

economic causes of the American 

Revolution and the major battles, 

leaders and events. 

  Examine the 

changing 

economic 

relationship 

between the 

colonies and 

Great Britain, 

including 

mercantilism and 

the practice of 

salutary neglect. 

Identify the issues 

stemming from 

the Zenger Trial 

that affected the 

development of 

individual rights 

in colonial 

America. 

Examine actions 

taken by the 

British including 

the Proclamation 

of 1763, the 

Quartering Act, 

the Stamp Act, 

the Tea Act, and 

the Coercive acts, 

and colonial 

responses to those 

actions. 

 Mercantilism, 

Pontiac’s 

Rebellion, The 

Proclamation of 

1763, the Sugar 

Act, 1764, The 

quartering Act, 

1765, The Stamp 

Act, 1765, The 

Declaratory Act, 

1766, the 

Townshend Act, 

1767, The 

Boston 

Massacre, 1770. 

The Boston Tea 

Party, 1773, The 

intolerable Acts, 

1774, Patrick 

Henry, Benjamin 

Franklin, Jhn 

Adams, Sam 

Adams, john 

Hancock, 

Thomas 

Jefferson, sons 

of Liberty 
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7.3I Compare British and colonial 

patriot portrayals of the Boston 

Massacre using historical 

evidence. 

      

7.3J Determine the central ideas 

expressed in the Declaration of 

Independence and write an 

expository piece in which the 

legacy of these ideas in today’s 

world is described and validated 

with supporting evidence from 

the text. 

 Influenced by 

Enlightenment 

ideas and their 

rights as 

Englishmen, 

American colonial 

leaders outlined 

their grievances 

against British 

policies and 

actions in the 

Declaration of 

Independence. 

    

7.3K Using Thomas Paine’s Common 

Sense and The Crisis identify 

aspects of the texts that reveal the 

author’s point of view and 

purpose including loaded 

language.  

Interdisciplinar

y objective 

with reading. 

See Diocesan 

ELA standards 

  Natural rights, 

social contract 
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7.3L Identify and explain the 

significance of the major battles, 

leaders, and events of the 

American Revolution 

 Explore the 

different military 

strategies used by 

the Americans 

and their allies, 

including various 

Native American 

groups, during the 

American 

Revolution. 

Examine the 

Ameican victory 

at the Battle of 

Saratoga in terms 

of its effects on 

American and 

British morale 

and on European 

views on 

American 

prospects for 

victory in the 

Revolution. 

Examine the 

Terms of the 

Treaty of Paris, 

determine what 

boundary was set 

for the United 

States, and 

illustrate this on a 

map. 

 Battles of 

Lexington and 

Concord; 

Capture of Fort 

Ticonderoga, 

Battle of Bunker 

Hill (Breed’s 

Hill), Battle of 

Trenton and 

Princeton, Battle 

of Saratoga, 

Valley Forge, 

Battle of King’s 

Mountain, Battle 

of Yorktown, 

George 

Washington, 

Benedict Arnold, 

Hessians, 

Marquis de La 

Fayette, 

Friedrich Von 

Steuben, George 

Rogers Clark, 

Francis Marion 

Treaty of Paris 

(1789) 
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7.3M Summarize the effect of the 

Revolution on the Wataugans 

and the reasons, plans, and 

struggles in creating the 

Cumberland Settlement. (TN 

history) 

   Formation of 

Washington 

District, 

Cherokee War, 

Nancy Ward, 

Wautauga 

Petitions, 

Transylvania 

Purchase, 

Richard 

Henderson, 

james Robertson, 

John Donelson, 

severe, winter 

and river travel, 

Cumberland 

Compact, Indian 

attacks, Battle of 

the Bluffs 

  

7.3N Compare the points of views of 

the Loyalists and Patriots by 

integrating visual information 

through charts, graphs, or images 

with print texts. 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from “Give Me 

Liberty or Give 

Me Death” 

speech, Patrick 

Henry; The 

Declaration of 

Independence; 

excerpts from 

“Common Sense” 

and “The Crisis,” 

Thomas Paine; 

excerpts from 

Autobiography of 

Benjamin 

Franklin Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

Rights and 

Responsibilities

. People need 

food, clothes, 

and to be able 

to go to school. 

We have a right 

to these things. 

Sometimes 

people in our 

community lack 

these things. 

We should help 

them. 

 By the end of 7
th

 grade, the learner 

will further understand that we have 

rights but also duties and 

responsibilities t one another, to our 

families and to the larger society. 
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to Consider: 

excerpts from 

Andrew 

Hamilton’s 

closing argument 

in the trial of John 

Peter Zenger; 

excerpts from 

John Donelson’s 

journal 

 

 

7.4 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION: The newly independent states faced political and economic struggles 

under the Articles of Confederation.  These challenges resulted in a Constitutional Convention, a debate over ratification, and the 

eventual adoption of the Bill of Rights.   (Standards: 1, 5; Themes: GOV, CIV) 

 

The Constitution and Foundation of the American Political System (1777-1789) Students analyze the political principles underlying the 

Constitution, compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government, and understand the foundation of the American 

political system and the ways in which citizens participate 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary and 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.4A Describe the significance of the 

Magna Carta, the English Bill of 

Rights, and the Mayflower 

Compact in relation to the 

development of government in 

America 
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7.4B Analyze the Land Ordinance of 

1785 and the Northwest 

Ordinance of 1787 and their 

impact on the future development 

of western settlement and the 

spread of public education and 

slavery. 

      

7.4C Investigate and analyzes the 

successes and the weaknesses of 

the Articles of Confederation, 

including no power to tax, no 

common currency, no control of 

interstate commerce, and no 

executive branch, failure of the 

Lost State of Franklin and the 

impact of Shays’ Rebellion. 

 Throughout the 

American 

Revolution, the 

colonies struggled 

to address their 

differing social, 

political, and 

economic 

interests and to 

establish unity. 

The Articles of 

Confederation 

created a form of 

government that 

loosely united the 

states, but allowed 

states to maintain 

a large degree of 

sovereignty. May 

want to have 

students examine 

the Tennessee 

State Constitution 

as well. 
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7.4D  Identify the various leaders of 

the Constitutional Convention 

and analyze the major issues they 

debated 

   Distribution of 

power between 

the state and 

federal 

government,  

System of 

federalism, Great 

Compromise, 

Slavery and 

the3/5 

compromise, 

George 

Washington, 

James Madison. 

  

7.4E Explain the ratification process 

and describe the conflict between 

Federalists and Anti Federalists 

over ratification, including the 

need for a Bill of Rights and 

concern for state’s rights, citing 

evidence from the Federalist 

Papers No. 10 and 51 and other 

primary source texts. 

      

7.4F Describe the principles 

embedded in the Constitution, 

including the purposes of 

government listed in the 

Preamble, separation of powers, 

check and balances, the 

amendment process, federalism, 

and recognition of and 

protections of individual rights in 

the Bill of Rights. 

Write an 

opinion piece 

arguing for the 

importance of 

a particular 

right as it 

impacts 

individuals 

and/or groups, 

using evidence 

from the Bill 

of Rights and 

contemporary 

informational 
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text. 

7.4G Analyze the major events of 

George Washington’s 

presidency, including Pinckney’s 

Treaty, Jay’s Treaty, Whiskey 

Rebellion, and precedents set in 

the Farewell Address. 

      

7.4H Explain the strict versus loose 

interpretation of the Constitution 

and how the conflicts between 

Thomas Jefferson and Alexander 

Hamilton resulted in the 

emergence of two political 

parties by analyzing their views 

of foreign policy, economic 

policy (including the National 

Bank), funding, and assumption 

of the revolutionary debt. 
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7.4I Explain the controversies that 

plagued the administration of 

John Adams, including the 

conflicts with England and 

France and the Alien and 

Sedition Acts. 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from The Articles 

of Confederation; 

the U.S. 

Constitution; The 

Federalist Paper # 

10 and #51; The 

Bill of Rights; 

Washington’s 

Farewell Address 

Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Consider: 

excerpts from The 

Kentucky and 

Virginia 

Resolutions, 

Thomas Jefferson 

and James 

Madison; Patrick 

Henry’s 

arguments against 

ratification. 

 

Call to Family, 

community and 

Participation: 

People are 

social. The way 

we make our 

rule is 

important. We 

need to 

remember our 

whole 

community 

when we make 

rules. Loving 

families are 

good. Law and 

money rules 

should be fair 

for everyone. 

We need to help 

people who are 

poor. 

 By the completion of 7
th

 grade, the 

learner will further understand that 

how we organize our society in 

economics and politics, in law and 

policy directly affects human 

dignity and the capacity of 

individuals to grow in community. 

 

 

7.5.THE CONSTITUTION IN PRACTICE: The United States Constitution serves as the foundation of the United States government and 

outlines the rights of citizens. The Constitution is considered a living document that can respond to political and social changes.   
 
Growth of the Young Nation (1789-1849). Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation. 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary and 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment  &Content Notes Date 

Taught 
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7.5A Describe daily life — including 

traditions in art, music, and 

literature — of early national 

America by examining excerpts 

from the stories of Washington 

Irving and James Fenimore 

Cooper. 

      

7.5B Identify the leaders and events 

and analyze the impact of 

western expansion to the 

development of Tennessee 

statehood 

   William Blount, 

John Sevier, 

Rocky Mount, 

Treaty of 

Holston, 

Cumberland 

Gap, river 

systems, Natchez 

Trace, Jackson 

Purchase 

  

7.5C Analyze the role played by John 

Marshall in strengthening the 

central government, including the 

key decisions of the Supreme 

Court - Marbury v. Madison, 

Gibbons v. Ogden, and 

McCulloch v. Maryland. 
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7.5D Explain the major events of 

Thomas Jefferson’s presidency, 

including his election in 1800, 

Louisiana Purchase, the defeat of 

the Barbary pirates, and the 

Embargo Act.  
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7.5E Analyze the impact of the Lewis 

and Clark Expedition by 

identifying the routes on a map, 

citing evidence from their 

journals. 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from the journals 

of Lewis and 

Clark; excerpts 

from decision in 

Marbury vs. 

Madison, John 

Marshall Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Consider: 

excerpts from 

John Marshall’s 

decisions in 

Gibbons v. Ogden 

and McCulloch v. 

Maryland; 

excerpts from 

“Rip Van 

Winkle” and “The 

Legend of Sleepy 

Hollow”, 

Washington 

Irving; excerpts 

from The 

Deerslayer series, 

James Fenimore 

Cooper 
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7.5F Define the three branches of 

government as outlined in the 

Constitution and describe the 

checks and balances that guide 

the relationship with each.  

 Compare and 

contrast the 

powers granted to 

Congress, the 

president, and the 

Supreme court as 

outlined in the 

Constitution. 

    

7.5G Discuss the Bill of Rights, 

addressing the individual rights 

of citizens. 

 Discuss the 

amendment 

process 

    

7.5H Examine the evolution of the 

unwritten constitution such as 

Washington’s creation of the 

Presidential Cabinet and the 

development of political parties. 

      

7.5I Explain how foreign and 

domestic disputes challenged the 

strength of the Constitution, 

particularly the separation of 

powers, the system of checks and 

balances, and the issue of States 

rights. 

  Call to Family, 

community, and 

participation. 

Isolationism 

Monroe Doctrine 

War of 1812 

By the completion of 7
th

 grade, the 

learner will further understand that 

the family is the central social 

institution that must be supported 

and strengthened by laws, not 

undermined. 
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7.6 WESTWARD EXPANSION: Driven by political and economic motives, the United States expanded its physical boundaries to the 

Pacific Ocean between 1789 and 1860. This settlement displaced Native Americans as the frontier was pushed westward. 

 

The United States’ emerging role on the world stage. Students will analyze United States foreign policy in the early Republic. 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.6A Explain the causes, course, and 

consequences of the War of 

1812, including the major battles, 

leaders, events and role of 

Tennessee; 

 Compare and 

evaluate the ways 

by which Florida, 

Texas, and 

territories from 

the Mexican 

Cession were 

acquired by the 

United States 

 Impressment, 

War Hawks, 

Henry Clay, 

Burning of 

Washington, Fort 

McHenry, 

William Henry 

Harrison, 

Tecumseh, 

Andrew Jackson, 

Battle of 

Horseshoe Bend, 

Battle of New 

Orleans 

  

7.6B Identify on a map the changing 

boundaries of the United States, 

including the Convention of 1818 

and Adams-Onis Treaty 

 Conflict and 

compromise with 

foreign nations 

occurred 

regarding the 

physical 

expansion of the 

United States 

during the 19
th

 

century. 

American values 

and beliefs such 

as Manifest 

Destiny and the 

need for resources 

 Manifest Destiny   
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increased 

westward 

expansion and 

settlement. 

7.6C  Analyze the relationship the 

United States had with Europe, 

including the influence of the 

Monroe Doctrine 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting text to 

read: excerpts 

from The Monroe 

Doctrine 

    

7.6D Explore how westward expansion 

provided opportunities for some 

groups while harming others 

 Erie Canal as a 

gateway to 

westward 

expansion that 

resulted in 

economic growth 

for some regions 

and economic 

opportunities for 

Irish immigrants 

(Catholic history 

of Irish 

immigration). 

Also used by 

some religious 

groups like the 

Mormons to move 

westward. 

Examine suffrage 

for white men 

under Andrew 

Jackson, 

Conditions faced 

on the Trail of 

Tears by the 

Cherokee and the 

impact the 

Option for the 

poor and 

vulnerable. We 

need to think 

about how 

people who are 

poor in our 

community live. 

People who 

have enough 

need to share 

with people 

who do not 

have enough. 

We should put 

the needs of 

people who are 

poor and 

vulnerable first. 

 By the completion of 7
th

 grade, the 

learner will further understand that 

our Catholic tradition instructs us to 

put the needs of the poor and 

vulnerable first and a basic moral 

test of society is how our most 

vulnerable members are faring. 
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removal had on 

their people and 

culture; Examine 

Native American 

resistance to the 

western 

encroachment 

including the 

Seminole Wars 

and Cherokee 

judicial efforts. 

Examine the ways 

westward 

movement had an 

impact on the 

lives of women 

and African 

Americans. 

 

7.7 REFORM MOVEMENTS: Social, political, and economic inequalities sparked various reform movements and resistance efforts. 

Influenced by the Second Great Awakening.    

(Standards: 1, 5; Themes: SOC, CIV, GOV) 

 

The Sectionalism of the American North, South, and West (1800-1850). Students analyze the paths of the American people in the three 

regions of the U.S. from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faces as they became increasingly sectionalized. 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources 

&Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.7A Analyze the physical obstacles to 

and the economic and political 

factors involved in building a 

network of roads, canals and 

railroads , including Henry 

Clay’s American System. 
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7.7B Explain the causes and effects of 

the wave of immigration from 

Northern Europe to the United 

States, and describe the growth in 

the number, size, and spatial 

arrangements of cities as a result 

of events such as the Great 

Potato Famine. 

      

7.7C Analyze the 19th century reforms 

influenced by the 2nd Great 

Awakening such as the 

Temperance Movement, Prison 

Reform, Mental Health Reform, 

and education, including tent 

meetings, establishment of new 

churches, Horace Mann, 

Dorothea Dix, and temperance 

societies. 

      

7.7D Analyze the women’s suffrage 

movement and its major 

proponents, including Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, 

Matilda Joslyn Gage and Susan 

B. Anthony and examine 

excerpts from the writings of 

Stanton, Anthony and Sojourner 

Truth 

   Seneca Falls 

Convention and 

the Declaration 

of Sentiments 
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7.7E Identify common themes in 

American art and literature, 

including transcendentalism 

and individualism by 

analyzing essays and stories 

by Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

Henry David Thoreau, Louisa 

May Alcott, Nathaniel 

Hawthorne and Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow. 

Interdisciplinar

y opportunity. 

 

Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from “The 

Declaration of 

Sentiments,” 

Seneca Falls 

Convention; 

excerpts from 

“Nature” and 

“Self-Reliance, 

Ralph Waldo 

Emerson; excerpts 

from “Walden” 

and “Civil 

Disobedience,” 

Henry David 

Thoreau; excerpts 

from “Ain’t I A 

Woman,” 

Sojourner Truth 

translated by 

Frances Dana 

Barker Gage; 

excerpts from 

Eliza Bryan of the 

New Madrid 

Earthquakes 

Primary 

Document and 

Supporting Texts 

to Consider: 

excerpts from 

Roughing It, Mark 

Twain; excerpts 

from A Narrative 

in the life of 

David Crockett of 

the state of 
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Tennessee, David 

Crockett 

7.7F Trace the development of the 

agrarian economy in the South, 

the locations of the cotton 

producing states, and the 

significance of cotton, the cotton 

gin and the role of Memphis as 

the Cotton Capital of the South. 

      

7.7G Analyze the characteristics of 

white Southern society and how 

the physical environment 

influenced events and conditions 

prior to the Civil War. 

      

7.7H Write a narrative with supporting 

text describing the effects of the 

New Madrid Earthquakes of 

1811-12 on the land and people 

of Tennessee. 

      

7.7I Identify the constitutional issues 

posed by the doctrine of 

nullification and secession and 

analyze the earliest origins of that 

doctrine. 
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7.7J Explain the events and impact of 

the presidency of Andrew 

Jackson, including the “corrupt 

bargain,” the advent of 

Jacksonian Democracy, his use 

of the spoils system and the veto, 

his battle with the Bank of the 

United States, the Nullification 

Crisis and the Indian removal.  

      

7.7K Analyze the contributions of 

Sequoyah to the Cherokee. 

      

7.7L Write a narrative piece that 

describes the impact of the Indian 

Removal Act of 1830 and the 

struggle between the Cherokee 

Nation and the United States 

government and cites evidence 

from primary source accounts of 

the Trail of Tears. 

      

7.7M Describe the concept of Manifest 

Destiny and its impact on the 

developing character of the 

American nation, including the 

purpose, challenges and 

economic incentives for 

westward expansion. 
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7.7N Describe American settlements in 

Texas after 1821 and the causes 

for the Texas War of 

Independence, including the roles 

of David Crockett and Sam 

Houston in the war and the 

legacy of the Alamo. 

      

7.7O Analyze the reasons, outcome 

and legacy of groups moving 

west including the mountain 

men/trail blazers, Mormons, 

missionaries, settlers, and the 

impact of the Oregon Trail and 

John C. Frémont. 

      

7.7P Describe the major events and 

impact of the presidency of 

James K. Polk, including his 

“Dark Horse” nomination, the 

settlements of the Oregon 

boundary, the annexation of 

Texas, and the acquisition of 

California through the Mexican 

War 

      



Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 94 
 

7.7Q Describe the causes, course, and 

consequences of the Mexican 

War, including the controversy 

over the Rio Grande boundary, 

the roles played by Zachary 

Taylor and Winfield Scott, the 

Mexican Cession and the Wilmot 

Proviso 

      

7.7R Trace the major figures and 

events in the discovery of gold in 

California and its impact on the 

economy of the United States, 

including John Sutter, and 49’ers 

      

Slavery in America (1800-1850) 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.7S Describe the significance of the 

Northwest Ordinance and the 

banning of slavery in new states 

north of the Ohio River. 

      

7.7T Describe the reasons for and the 

impact of the Missouri 

Compromise of 1820. 

      



Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 95 
 

7.7U Explore how African American 

resisted slavery in various ways 

in the 19
th

 century and how the 

abolitionist movement worked to 

raise awareness and generate 

resistance to the institution of 

slavery. 

   William Lloyd 

Garrsion, 

Frederick 

Douglass, 

Harriet Tubman, 

Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin,the seizure 

of the ship La 

Amistad,  U.S 

Supreme Court 

decision, U.S. vs 

the Amistad 

(1841) 

  

7.7V Analyze the impact of the various 

leaders of the abolitionist 

movement, including John 

Brown and armed resistance; 

Harriet Tubman and the 

Underground Railroad; William 

Lloyd Garrison and The 

Liberator; Frederick Douglass 

and the Slave Narratives; and 

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin, Virginia Hill and 

Free Hill, Tennessee; Francis 

Wright and Nashoba Commune; 

and Elihu Embree’ s The 

Emancipator 
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7.7W Explain the reasons for and the 

impact of the Compromise of 

1850, including the roles played 

Daniel Webster and John C. 

Calhoun and the Fugitive Slave 

Law 

 As the nation 

expanded 

geographically, 

the question of 

slavery in new 

territories and 

stated led to 

increased 

sectional tensions. 

Attempts at 

compromise 

ended in failure. 

    

7.7X Explain the motivations behind 

passage of the Kansas-Nebraska 

Act of 1854, including the rise of 

the Republican Party, “Bleeding 

Kansas,” the Sumner Brooks 

incident, and the John Brown 

raid on Harper’s Ferry 

      

7.7Y Analyze the reasons for and 

applied by the Supreme Court in 

the Dred Scott v. Sandford case 

and the resulting divisiveness 

between the North and South. 

 Dred Scott (St. 

Louis, Missouri) 

v. Sanford and the 

founding of the 

Republican party. 
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7.7Z Identify the conditions of 

enslavement, and explain how 

slaves adapted and resisted in 

their daily lives 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin, 

Harriet Beecher 

Stowe; excerpts 

from the Lincoln-

Douglas Debates; 

excerpts from 

Roger Taney’s 

decision in the 

Dred Scott case; 

excerpts from 

The 

Autobiography 

of Frederick 

Douglass, 

Frederick 

Douglass. 

    

7.7Za Examine the arguments presented 

by Stephen Douglas and 

Abraham Lincoln in the Illinois 

Senate race debate of 1858 

  Call to family, 

community and 

participation 

 By the completion of 7
th

 grade , the 

learner will further understand that 

the obligation to participate in 

political life is rooted in our 

baptismal commitment to follow 

Jesus and bear Christian witness in 

all we do and that responsible 

citizenship is a virtue, and 

participation in political life is a 

moral obligation. 
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7.8 A NATION DIVIDED: Westward expansion, the industrialization of the North, and the increase of slavery in the South contributed to 

the growth of sectionalism. Constitutional conflicts between advocates of States rights and supporters of federal power increased tensions 

in the nation; attempts to compromise ultimately failed to keep the nation together, leading to the Civil War.  (1830-1865)  

 

Students will analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the Civil War. 
Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.8 A Identify on a map the boundaries 

constituting the North and the 

South and delineate and evaluate 

the geographical differences 

between the two regions, 

including the differences between 

agrarians and industrialists. 

Across Five 

Aprils-good 

historical 

fiction novel to 

use as a 

interdisciplinar

y unit 

Early U.S. 

industrialization 

affected different 

parts of the 

country in 

different ways. 

Regional 

economic 

differences and 

values, as well as 

different 

conceptions of the 

Constitution, laid 

the basis for 

tensions between 

States rights 

advocates and 

supporters of a 

strong federal 

government. 

    

7.8B Describe the influence of 

industrialization and 

technological developments of 

the regions, including human 

modification of the landscape 

and how physical geography 

shaped human actions-growth of 

cities, deforestation, farming and 

mineral extraction 
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7.8C Evaluate each candidate and the 

election of 1860 and analyze how 

that campaign reflected the 

sectional turmoil in the country 

      

7.8D Explain the geographical division 

of Tennessee over the issue of 

slavery and secession, including 

Governor Harris, the secession 

convention vote of 1861, anti-

secession efforts, and Scott 

County. 

      

7.8E Describe Abraham Lincoln’s 

presidency and his significant 

writings and speeches, including 

his House Divided speech in 

1858, Gettysburg Address in 

1863, Emancipation 

Proclamation in 1863 and 

inaugural addresses in 1861 and 

1865. 

      

7.8F Explain the roles of leaders 

during the Civil War, including 

Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson 

Davis, Robert E. Lee, Stonewall 

Jackson and soldiers on both 

sides of the war, including 

Tennesseans David Farragut, 

Nathan Bedford Forrest and 

William Brownlow. 
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7.8G Describe African-American 

involvement in the Union army, 

including the Massachusetts 54th 

Regiment and the 13th U.S. 

Colored Troops in the Battle of 

Nashville. 

      

7.8H Cite textual evidence analyzing 

the life of the common soldier in 

the Civil War, including Sam 

Watkins and Sam Davis. 

      

7.8I Trace the critical developments 

and events in the war (examine 

both long-and short-term causes 

of the Civil War), including 

geographical advantages and 

economic advantages of both 

sides, technological advances and 

the location and significance, 

Course and outcome were 

influenced by strategic leaders 

from both the North and the 

South.  

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from the “House 

Divided” speech 

in 1858, 

Gettysburg 

Address in 1863, 

Emancipation 

Proclamation in 

1863, and 

Inaugural 

Addresses in 1861 

and 1865, 

Abraham Lincoln; 

excerpts from The 

Respective of Co. 

Aytch, Sam 

Watkins 

Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person. 

People should 

love one 

another. Wars 

hurt people. We 

should solve 

problems 

without 

fighting. We 

also should not 

kill anyone. We 

are all people of 

value and 

should care for 

each other. 

Anaconda Plan, 

Fort Sumter, 

First Battle of 

Bull Run, Fort 

Henry and Fort 

Donelson, 

Shiloh, 

Antietam, Stones 

River, 

Fredericksburg,C

hancellorsville, 

Gettysburg, 

Vicksburg, 

Chickamauga, 

Lookout 

Mountain, 

Franklin, 

Nashville, 

Sherman’s “ 

March to the 

By the end of 7
th

 grade, the learner 

will further understand that the 

dignity of the human person is the 

criterion against which all aspects of 

economic life must be measured and 

subhuman living conditions an 

slavery is a poison to human 

society. 
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Identify states of 

secession and 

order of 

secession. 

Identify states that 

remained in the 

Union. 

Sea”, 

Appomattox 

Court House 

7.8J Compare the advantages and 

disadvantages of the North and 

the South at the outset of the 

Civil War. Trace the changes as 

the war progresses. 

   Examine freed 

slaves 

  

7.8K Assess the impact of the 

assassination of President 

Abraham Lincoln on both the 

North and the South. 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from the “House 

Divided” speech 

in 1858, 

Gettysburg 

Address in 1863, 

Emancipation 

Proclamation in 

1863, and 

Inaugural 

Addresses in 1861 

and 1865, 

Abraham Lincoln; 

excerpts from The 

Respective of Co. 

Aytch, Sam 

Watkin 
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7.9 Reconstruction (1865-1890) Students shall analyze the character and lasting consequences of Reconstruction and westward expansion 

after the Civil War. 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

7.9A Explain the significance of 13th, 

14th and 15th Amendments to 

the U.S. Constitution. 

      

7.9B Analyze the choice of Andrew 

Johnson as Vice-President, his 

succession to the Presidency, his 

plan for Reconstruction and his 

conflict with the Radical 

Republicans 

      

7.9C Compare the 10 Percent Plan to 

the Radical Republican Plan for 

Reconstruction 

      

7.9D Explain the effects of the 

Freedmen’s Bureau and the 

restrictions placed on the rights 

and opportunities of freedmen, 

including racial segregation and 

Jim Crow laws. 

      

7.9E Trace the rise of the Ku Klux 

Klan and vigilante justice, 

including its role in Tennessee. 
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7.9F Explain the movement of both 

white and black Northern 

entrepreneurs (carpetbaggers) 

from the North to the South. 

      

7.9G Explain the controversy of the 

1876 presidential election and the 

subsequent removal of federal 

troops from the South. 

      

7.9H Describe the push-pull effect in 

the movement of former slaves to 

the North and West, including 

the Exodusters and Pap Singleton 

      

7.9I  Describe the major 

developments in Tennessee 

during the Reconstruction Era, 

including the Constitutional 

Convention of 1870, the yellow 

fever epidemic of 1878 and the 

election of African-Americans to 

the General Assembly. 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

to Read: excerpts 

from the 13th, 

14th, and 15 th 

Amendments to 

the Constitution 

Primary 

Documents and 
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Supporting Texts 

to Consider: 

excerpts from 

Black Codes and 

Jim Crow Laws 

7.9J Explain patterns of agricultural 

and industrial development after 

the Civil War as they relate to 

climate, use of natural resources, 

markets and trade and the 

location of such development on 

a map 

      

7.9K Trace the evolution of federal 

policies toward American 

Indians, including movement to 

reservations; assimilation, 

boarding schools, wars with 

Indians (Little Big Horn and 

Wounded Knee), and the impact 

of the railroad and settlement 

patterns of pioneers, Buffalo 

Soldiers (George Jordan), and the 

Dawes Act 

      

7.9L Explain the significance of 

various American Indian leaders 

   Crazy Horse, 

Geronimo, 

Sitting Bull, 

Chief Joseph 
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7.9M Explain the impact of the 

Homestead Act. 

      

7.9N Analyze how significant 

inventors and their inventions, 

including barbed wire, the six 

shooter, windmills, sod housing, 

and the steel plow changed life in 

the West 

      

7.9O Trace the expansion and 

development of the 

Transcontinental Railroad, 

including the Golden Spike event 

(1869), and the role that Chinese 

immigrant laborers (Central 

Pacific track) and Irish 

immigrant laborers (Union 

Pacific track) played in its 

construction.  

  Note: 

Significant to 

growth of 

Catholicism in 

East TN. 

   

7.9P Examine the development and 

life of the iconic American 

cowboy, including his skills, 

clothes and daily life and work. 
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7.9Q Explain the concepts of the Open 

Range, Long Drive and cow 

towns in the development of the 

American ranching industry 

 Primary 

Documents and 

Supporting 

Texts to Read: 

excerpts from A 

Century of 

Dishonor, Helen 

Hunt Jackson 
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Grade Eight History of the United States and Tennessee II 
Grade Eight Social Studies is arranged chronologically beginning with Reconstruction and ending at the present and incorporates geography as 

well as economic, social and political trends. The course content is divided into nine Key Ideas; the first seven trace the human experience in the 

United States from Reconstruction to the end of World War II. The last three Key Ideas examine different themes in United States and Tennessee 

history from the post-War period up to the present day providing the opportunity to explore contemporary issues. Teachers should note that some 

Key Ideas and concepts may require extra time or attention. Dialogue between grade 7 and grade 8 must occur to ensure no gaps in U. S. History 

instruction. 
 

8.1 RECONSTRUCTION: Regional tensions following the Civil War complicated efforts to heal the nation and to redefine the 

status of African Americans. 

     (Standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: MOV, SOC, CIV, ECO) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 
Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment and Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.1A Examine the different approaches 

toward and policies for 

Reconstruction highlight the 

challenges faced in unifying the 

nation. 

      

8.1B Compare and contrast the 

differences between 

Reconstruction under Lincoln’s 

plan, Johnson’s plan, and 

congressional (Radical) 

Reconstruction. 
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8.1C Explore how freed African 

Americans created new lives for 

themselves in the absence of 

slavery. Review constitutional 

amendments and federal 

legislation sought to expand the 

rights and protect the citizenship 

of African Americans. 

 Examine the 

Reconstruction 

amendments 

(13
th
, 14

th
, and 

15
th
) in terms of 

the rights and 

protections 

provided to 

African 

Americans. 

 

    

8.1D Examine the impacts of the 

sharecropping system on African 

Americans and poor 

Tennesseans. 

      

8.1E Examine the reasons for the 

migration of African Americans 

to the North. 

      

8.1F Examine the rise of African 

Americans in government. 
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8.1G Describe how federal initiatives 

started during Reconstruction 

were challenged and led to 

negative impacts on the lives of 

African Americans. 

      

8.1H Explore the methods used by 

Southern state governments that 

impacted the lives of African 

Americans including the passage 

of Black Codes, poll taxes, and 

Jim Crow laws. 

      

8.1I Examine the response of some 

Southerners to the increased 

rights of African Americans 

noting the development of 

organizations such as the Ku 

Klux Klan and White Leagues. 

 Write a response 

or persuasive 

argument of how 

the federal 

government may 

have failed to 

keep the promises 

made to African 

Americans during 

the 

Reconstruction 

    

8.1J Discuss the effects of the Plessy 

v. Ferguson ruling. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person. 

We are all 

people with 

value and 

should care for 

each other. 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, the 

learner will have a better 

understanding of the life and dignity 

of the human person. 
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8.2A CHANGING SOCIETY: Industrialization and immigration contributed to the urbanization of America. Problems resulting from 

these changes sparked the Progressive movement and increased calls for reform.  

      (Standards: 1, 2, 4; Themes: MOV, SOC, TECH, EXCH) 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.2A Describe how technological 

developments changed the modes 

of production and access to 

natural resources facilitated 

industrialization. 

      

8.2B Identify groups of people who 

moved into urban areas in 

response to the demand for labor 

and marked an incredible period 

of migration to the United States. 

   Ellis Island   

8.2C Compare and contrast immigrant 

experiences in locations such as 

ethnic neighborhoods in cities, 

rural settlements in the Midwest, 

Chinese communities in the Far 

West, and Mexican communities 

in the Southwest. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human person. 

People should 

love each other. 

Some medicine 

and science 

practices forget 

this. Wars hurt 

people. We 

should solve 

problems 

without 

fighting. We are 

all people with 

value and 

should care for 

each other. 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, the 

learner will know that human 

dignity comes from God and has 

been redeemed by Jesus Christ. 
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8.2D Describe how population density, 

diversity, technologies, and 

industry in urban areas shaped 

the social, cultural, and economic 

lives of people. 

      

8.2E Examine the population growth 

in urban cities such as New York 

City and other cities of high 

technological advances in 

industrialization. 

      

8.2F Examine the living conditions in 

urban areas with a focus on 

increasing population density and 

the impact this growth had on the 

social, cultural, and economic 

lives of people. 

May examine 

Upton 

Sinclair’s non-

fiction book 

called The 

Jungle 

describing 

working 

conditions of 

American 

industrial 

manufacturing 

companies 

prior to the 

establishment 

of Labor Laws. 

  Dignity of 

work and the 

rights of 

workers. People 

need to work to 

make a living. 

Their work 

should make 

them happy. It 

should be safe. 

They should 

make enough 

money to buy 

what they need 

to live a decent 

life. We should 

make sure all 

workers are 

protected. 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, the 

learner will understand that work is 

a form of joyfully continuing in 

God’s creation. 
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8.2G Describe how urbanization and 

industrialization contributed to 

increasing conflicts over 

immigration, influenced changes 

in labor conditions, and let to 

political corruption. 

      

8.2H Examine nativism and anti-

immigration policies including 

the Chinese Exclusion Act, the 

Gentlemen’s Agreement, and 

immigration legislation of the 

1920s. 

      

8.2I Explore the growth and impacts 

of child labor and sweatshops. 

      

8.2J Explore the development of 

political machines, including 

Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall. 

  Call to Family, 

community, and 

participation. 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, the 

learner will know that people are 

social beings and we need to 

consider the community when 

creating rules. 
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8.2K Examine how labors organized 

and employed a variety of 

strategies to improve their 

working conditions. Examine the 

goals and tactics of specific labor 

unions including the Knights of 

Labor, the American Federation 

of Labor, and the International 

Workers of the World. Examine 

key labor events. 

   Haymarket 

affair, Pullman 

Strike, 

International 

Ladies Garment 

Workers’ Union 

Strike 

  

8.2L Describe the work of Progressive 

era reformers and their impact on 

political and social issues at the 

local, state, and federal levels of 

government between 1890-1920. 

 Efforts brought 

renewed attention 

to women’s rights 

and the suffrage 

movement and 

spurred the 

creation of 

government 

reform policies. 

    

8.2M Examine the Populist party as a 

reform effort by farmers in 

response to industrialization. 
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8.2N Investigate reformers and 

muckrakers 

   Jane Addams, 

Florence Kelley, 

W.E.B. du bois, 

Marcus Garvey, 

Ida Tarbell, 

Eugene V. Debs, 

Jacob Riis, 

Booker T. 

Washington, and 

Upton Sinclair. 

Investigations 

should include 

the key issues in 

the individual’s 

work and the 

actions that 

individual took 

or recommended 

to address those 

issues. 

  

8.2O Explore leaders and activities of 

the temperance and woman’s 

suffrage movements. 

      

8.2P Investigate the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Fire and the legislative 

response. 
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8.2Q Examine state and federal 

government responses to reform 

efforts including the passage of 

the 17
th

 amendment, child labor 

and minimum wage laws, 

antitrust legislation, and food and 

drug regulations. 

  Rights and 

Responsibilities

: People need 

food, clothing, 

and house,  and 

to be able to go 

to school. We 

have a right to 

these things. 

Sometimes 

people in our 

community lack 

these basic 

things. We 

should help 

them. 

 By the completion of Grade 8, 

students will know it is their duty to 

help those in need. 

 

8.3 EXPANSION AND IMPERIALISM: Beginning in the second half of the 19th century, economic, political, and cultural factors 

contributed to a push for westward expansion and more aggressive United States foreign policy. 

 (Standards: 1, 2, 3, 5; Themes: GEO, GOV, CIV, ECO) 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.3A Explore how continued westward 

expansion contributed to 

increased conflicts with Native 

Americans. 

      

8.3B Examine the impact of the 

transcontinental railroad on the 

movement West. 
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8.3C Examine examples of Native 

American resistance efforts to the 

western encroachment including 

the Sioux Wars and the flight and 

surrender of Chief Joseph and the 

Nez Perce. 

      

8.3D Examine United States and 

Tennessee state policies toward 

Native Americans, such as the 

displacement of Native 

Americans from traditional lands, 

creation of reservations, efforts to 

assimilate Native Americans 

through the creation of boarding 

schools, the Dawes act , and the 

Indian Reorganization Act and 

the Native American’s various 

responses to these policies. 

      

8.3E Explore the Spanish-American 

War as a contributor to the rise of 

U.S. as an imperial power. 

Examine how yellow journalism 

contributed to the U. S. entry into 

the war. Explain how the events 

and outcomes of the Spanish-

American War contributed to the 

shift to imperialism in U.S. 

foreign policy. 

 Discuss the 

portrayal of the 

sinking of the 

USS Maine. 
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8.3F As U.S. became more interested 

in Pacific trade and increased 

foreign interactions, assess the 

events surrounding the 

annexation of Hawaii. Examine 

the purpose and impact of the 

Open Door Policy 

   Open Door 

Policy 

  

8.3G Evaluate the U.S. actions taken 

under the Roosevelt Corollary 

and their effects on relationships 

between the United States and 

Latin American nations, 

including the building of the 

Panama Canal.  

 Roosevelt 

Corollary 

expanded the 

Monroe Doctrine. 

May need to 

review Monroe 

Doctrine. 

Dignity of the 

Human Person. 

People should 

love each other. 

We are all 

people with 

value and 

should care for 

one another. 

Some medicine 

and science 

practices may 

forget this. 

Wars are 

harmful to 

people. We 

should solve 

problems 

without 

fighting. 

 By the completion of Grade 8m, the 

learner will further understand that 

human life is sacred . In our faith 

we believe that every person is 

precious and that people are more 

important than things. 
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8.4 WORLD WAR I AND THE ROARING TWENTIES: Various diplomatic, economic, and ideological factors contributed to the 

United States decision to enter World War I. Involvement in the war significantly altered the lives of Americans. Postwar America 

was characterized by economic prosperity, technological innovations, and changes in the workplace.    

(Standards: 1, 2, 4; Themes: SOC, GOV, ECO, TECH) 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.4A Explore militarism, the alliance 

system, imperialism, and 

nationalism as factors that 

contributed to the start of World 

War I. 

      

8.4B Examine an overview of the 

causes of World War I, focusing 

on the factors leading to U.S. 

entry into the war. 

 International, 

economic, and 

military 

developments 

swayed opinion 

in favor of the 

United States 

siding with the 

Allies and 

entering World 

War I. Domestic 

responses to 

World War I 

limited civil 

liberties within 

the United 

States. 
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8.4C Examine examples of war 

propaganda and its impact on 

support for U.S. involvement in 

the war. 

      

8.4D Examine the restrictions placed 

on citizens after U.S. entry into 

the war including the Espionage 

Act (1917) and the Sedition Act 

(1918). 

      

8.4E Examine impacts of the changes 

in military technologies used 

during World War I including 

trench warfare, chemical 

weapons, machine guns, and 

aircraft. 

 New military 

technologies 

changed military 

strategy in 

World War I 

and resulted in 

an 

unprecedented 

number of 

casualties. 

 

Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person. 

May not be hold 

enough to 

discuss Catholic 

teaching on a 

just war, but 

could explore as 

appropriate. 

 By completion of Grade 8, students 

will know that we ae all people of 

value and should care for each 

other. 

 

8.4F Describe the Treaty of Versailles 

and the U.S. reaction to the 

ratification of the Treaty. 
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8.4G Examine Wilson’s Fourteen 

Points and investigate reasons 

why the United States Senate 

refused to support the Treaty of 

Versailles, focusing on 

opposition to the League of 

Nations. 

      

8.4H Investigate the efforts of women 

suffragists and explain the 

historical significance of the 19
th

 

amendment. 

 After World War 

I, the U.S. entered 

a period of 

economic 

prosperity and 

cultural change. 

This period is 

known as the 

Roaring Twenties. 

During this time, 

new opportunities 

for women were 

gained , and 

African 

Americans 

engaged in 

various efforts to 

distinguish 

themselves and 

celebrate their 

culture. 

    

8.4I Examine the reasons for and 

impact of Prohibition on 

American society. 
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8.4J Examine examples of World War 

I and postwar race relations such 

as the East St. Louis riots, the 

Silent March, and the Tulsa riots. 

      

8.4K Explore the changes in American 

culture after World War I, 

including an examination of the 

Harlem Renaissance and other 

changes in New York City. 

  Option for the 

poor and 

vulnerable 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, 

students will know we should put 

the needs of the poor and vulnerable 

first. 

 

8.4L Explore contributions to 

American culture through art, 

music, literature during the 

twenties. 

 Birth of jazz, The 

Great Gatsby, 

F.Scott 

Fitzgerald, Ernest 

Hemingway, 

 Jazz Age   

8.5 GREAT DEPRESSION: Economic and environmental disasters in the 1930s created hardships for many Americans. Amidst 

much debate about the appropriate role of government, President Franklin D. Roosevelt helped to create intensive government 

interventions in the United States economy and society. 

      (Standards: 1, 3, 5; Themes: TCC, SOC, GOV, ECO) 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary & 

Historical 

Figures 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.5A Examine how the economic 

practices of the 1920s 

contributed to the coming of the 

Great Depression. 

    Risky investing, protectionism, and 

overproduction led to the collapse 

of the stock market, a wave of bank 

failures, and a long and sever 

downturn in the economy called the 

Great Depression. 
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8.5B Examine the effects of the Great 

Depression on American families 

in terms of the loss of jobs, 

wealth, and homes noting 

varying impacts based on class, 

race, and gender.  

      

8.5C Explore the man-made and 

environmental conditions that led 

to the Dust Bowl, the economic 

as well as cultural consequences 

of the Dust Bowl, and federal 

government efforts to address the 

problem. Explore conditions in 

different regions including 

America’s cities and the rural 

South. 

Out of the Dust 

by Karen 

Hesse is a 

good inter-

disciplinary 

book. (Reading 

level lower 

than 8
th

 grade) 

     

8.5D Identify key programs adopted 

under Roosevelt’s New Deal and 

including the creation of the 

Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation and the Securities 

and Exchange Commission, the 

adoption of the Social Security 

Act, and the WPA and Civilian 

Conservation Corps 

 CCC worked on 

the Great Smokey 

Mountains. 

Roosevelt’s New 

Deal established 

workers to create 

and maintain the 

national parks. 

Call to Family, 

community, and 

participation: 

People are 

social. The way 

we make our 

rule sis 

important. We 

need to 

remember our 

whole 

community 

when we make 

rules. Loving 

families are 

good. Law and 

money rules 

should be fair 

for everyone.  

 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, the 

learner will know that people are 

social beings and we need to 

consider the community when 

creating rules. 
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We need to help 

people who are 

poor. 

8.6 WORLD WAR II: The aggression of the Axis powers threatened United States security and led to its entry into World War II. The 

nature and consequences of warfare during World War II transformed the United States and the global community. The damage 

from total warfare and atrocities such as the Holocaust led to a call for international efforts to protect human rights and prevent 

future wars. 

      (Standards: 1, 2, 3; Themes: TCC, GOV, TECH, EXCH)(1935-1947) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.6A Examine how the worldwide 

economic depression and militant 

nationalism resulted in the rise of 

totalitarian rule. 

 Worldwide 

economic 

depression, 

militant 

nationalism, the 

rise of totalitarian 

rule, and the 

unsuccessful 

efforts of the 

League of Nations 

to preserve peace 

contributed to the 

outbreak of war in 

Europe and Asia. 
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8.6B Explore American involvement 

in World War II including the 

American strategy in the Pacific 

and the invasion of Normandy on 

D-Day. 

 From 1939-1941, 

the U.S. 

government tried 

to maintain 

neutrality while 

providing aid to 

Britain but was 

drawn into the 

war by the 

Japanese attacked 

on Pearl Harbor. 

The U.S. fought a 

war on multiple 

fronts. At home, 

the economy was 

converted to war 

production, and 

essential 

resources were 

rationed to ensure 

adequate supplies 

for military use. 

    

8.6C Examine the role of the Tuskegee 

Airmen within the segregated 

military during World War II. 
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8.6D Investigate the impact of WWII 

on the American economy, the 

American workforce, and day-to-

day life. 

      

8.6E Discuss the internment of 

Japanese Americans in light of 

perceived national security 

concerns versus constitutional 

rights, including the decision in 

Korematsu v. U.S. (1944). 

      

8.6F Examine the role of air power by 

the allies, including the use of the 

atomic bombs in Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. 

    The nature and consequences of 

warfare during WWII transformed 

the U. S. and the global community. 

The damage from total warfare and 

human atrocities, including the 

Holocaust, led to a call for an 

international organization and the 

protection of human rights. 

 

8.6G Discuss the creation of the 

atomic bombs as it relates to 

Tennessee history and the  

“Secret City” present day Oak 

Ridge, TN. 
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8.6H Investigate the Holocaust and 

explain the historical significance 

of the Nuremberg trials. 

The Diary of 

Anne Frank 

should be 

taught during 

the exploration 

of the 

Holocaust. 

Social studies 

teachers 

should 

coordinate 

efforts with 

language arts 

teachers. 

     

8.6I Examine the structure and work 

of the United Nations. 

  Solidarity: We 

should love our 

neighbors all 

over the world. 

 By the completion of 8
th

 grade, 

students will know we are one 

human family. 

 

8.6J Explore art, music, literature and 

other cultural contributions to 

U.S. during the forties and 

fifities. 
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8.7 FOREIGN POLICY: The period after World War II has been characterized by an ideological and political struggle, first between 

the United States and communism during the Cold War, then between the United States and forces of instability in the Middle East. 

Increased economic interdependence and competition, as well as environmental concerns, are challenges faced by the United States. 

(1945-1990) 

      (Standards: 1, 2, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GEO, ECO, EXCH) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.7A Locate on a map the nations that 

were aligned with the U.S., those 

aligned with the Soviet Union, 

and the non-aligned nations. 

      

8.7B Examine the term nuclear 

superpower and the threat of 

nuclear weapons as a cause and 

as an effect of the arms race 

between the United States and 

the Soviet Union. 

 The Cold War 

was an ongoing 

struggle between 

the two nuclear 

superpowers, the 

U.S. and the 

Soviet Union. The 

Cold War shaped 

the reconstruction 

of national 

boundaries and 

political alliances 

across the globe. 

Discuss things 

like the Russian 

space program 

and how the Cold 

War fueled U.S. 

scientific 

ingenuity. 
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8.7C Analyze the U.S. military and 

diplomatic policy of 1945-1990 

known as containment of 

communism.  

      

8.7D Analyze the application of the 

policy of containment in the 

postwar period, including the 

Marshall Plan, the Korean War, 

the Cuban missile crisis, and the 

Vietnam War. (1945-1990) 

      

8.7E Explain how the U.S. sought to 

define a new role in global affairs 

following the Cold War, but also 

examine how the legacies of 

Cold War actions continue to 

affect United States foreign 

policy today. 

      

8.7F Examine the changing 

relationships between the United 

States and foreign countries. 

Explore the following: China 

beginning in 1950, Afghanistan 

beginning in the 1980s, Russia 

beginning in 1990, Middle East 

(Israel, Palestine, Iran Kuwait, 

Iraq), countries in the Western 

Hemisphere, focusing on 

NAFTA, Cuba and Mexico; 

European countries. 
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8.7G Examine the terrorist attack of 

September 11, 2001 and its 

impact on national security and 

the United States responses to it 

including the USA Patriot Act, 

the Department of Homeland 

Security, the War on Terror, and 

military attacks on suspected 

terrorist locations. 

      

8.7H 

 

Examine the increased economic 

interdependence in terms of 

globalization and its impact on 

the United States including the 

workforce. 

      

8.7I Explore the role of multinational 

corporations and their influence 

on the world economy. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human person 

 Students will know we are all 

people of value and every person is 

precious. 
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8.8 DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE: After World War II, the population of the United States rose sharply as a result of both natural 

increases and immigration. Population movements have resulted in changes to the American landscape and shifting political 

power. An aging population is affecting the economy and straining public resources. 

      (Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5; Themes: ID, GEO, SOC, GOV, ECO) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

activities 

Catholic 

Identity 

Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.8A Explore the short-term and long-

term impacts of the baby boom 

generation on the economy, 

including increases in the 

construction of homes and 

schools and increased demands 

on both Social Security and 

health care. 

 After WWII, the 

U.S. experienced 

a period of 

prosperity and 

growth. This 

resulted in shifts 

in population and 

demographics that 

resulted in social, 

political, and 

economic 

consequences. 

    

8.8B Examine the impacts of 

suburbanization including the 

urban decay, suburban growth 

and diminished availability of 

farmland both nationally and in 

Tennessee. 

      

8.8C Examine the population shift 

from the Midwest and northern 

industrial states the Sun Belt, the 

South, and analyze its impact 

including its effect on political 

power. 

  Call to family, 

community, and 

participation. 

 By the completion of Grade 8, 

students will know that the person is 

not only sacred but social. 
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8.8D Examine migration and 

immigration trends throughout 

the U.S., such as the increase in 

Spanish-speaking, South Asian, 

East Asian, Middle Eastern, and 

African populations and the 

contributions of these groups. 

      

8.8E Explore the debates over 

immigration including recent 

legislation and immigration 

policy. 

      

8.8F Analyze the impact of pollution, 

industrialization and population 

growth on the environment such 

as urban areas (Love Canal), 

plant and animal life 

(Adirondack park) and energy 

sources (Three Mile Island). 

 

 

 

 

  Care for God’s 

creation 

 By the end of 8
th

 grade, students 

will know that it is everyone’s 

responsibility to care for God’s 

creation and environment. It is an 

act of reverence and faith to give 

respect to God’s creation. 

 



Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 132 
 

8.9 DOMESTIC POLITICS AND REFORM: The civil rights movement and the Great Society were attempts by people and the 

government to address major social, legal, economic, and environmental problems. Subsequent economic recession called for a new 

economic program.   

(Standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, SOC, CIV, ECO) 
 

Code Standards & Objectives Literacy 

Standards 

Resources & 

Activities 

Catholic 

Identity 
Academic 

Vocabulary 

Assessment & Content Notes Date 

Taught 

8.9A Compare and contrast the 

strategies used by civil rights 

activists such as Thurgood 

Marshall, Rosa Parks, Martin 

Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X. 

 May need to 

review Jim Crow 

laws and other 

Black codes. 

    

8.9B Explain the significance of key 

civil rights victories including 

President Truman’s 

desegregation of the military, 

Brown v. Board of Education of 

Topeka (1954), the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, and the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965. 

      

8.9C Examine the extent to which the 

economic situation of African 

Americans improved as a result 

of the civil rights movement. 
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8.9D Examine struggles for equality 

and factors that enabled or 

limited success on behalf of 

women, farm workers, the 

disabled.  

      

8.9E Examine judicial actions taken to 

protect individual rights, such as  

Miranda v Arizona (1966) and 

Tinker v. Des Moines School 

District (1969). Or recent 

legislation like HiPPa laws to 

protect medical privacy. 

      

8.9F Explore the Great Society 

programs of President Lyndon 

Johnson and their purpose. 

 Aimed at 

reducing poverty 

and providing 

health care for the 

elderly. Vietnam 

War was costly 

and drained 

resources and 

divided society. 

    

8.9G Differentiate between Medicare 

and Medicaid. 
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8.9H Examine the connection between 

the Vietnam War, especially the 

draft, and the growth of a 

counterculture and peace 

movement. 

      

8.9I Examine President Ronald 

Reagan’s and President George 

H.W. Bush’s efforts to stimulate 

the economy. 

 Economic 

recession during 

the 1970’s and 

concerns about 

the growth and 

size of the federal 

government 

encouraged fiscal 

conservatives to 

push for changes 

in regulation and 

policy. 

    

8.9J Discuss the causes for the 

economic recession in the 1970’s 

      

8.9K Constitutional issues involving 

the violation of civil liberties and 

the role of the federal 

government are a source of 

debate in American society. 

Students may explore some of 

these topics such as state and 

federal responses to gun 

violence, cyber-bulling, and 

electronic surveillance. 

  Life and 

Dignity of the 

Human Person 

 Students will know that human life 

is sacred and that the dignity of the 

human person is the foundation of a 

moral vision of society. 
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8.9L Explore the U.S. involvement in 

recent wars: Afghanistan, Iraq. 

      

8.9M Investigate cultural contributions 

to art, music, literature, and 

sports during the twentieth and 

twenty-first century. 

      

 

 

Social Studies Practices* 
 

The Social Studies Practices represent the social science and historical thinking skills that students should develop throughout their K 

– 12 education in order to be prepared for civic participation, college, and careers.  Similar to Mathematical Practices, the Social 

Studies Practices should be infused with the Social Studies content contained within the Key Ideas and Conceptual Understandings.  

The Practices were created based on existing standards, the National Geography Standards, the historical thinking skills articulated 

within the new Advanced Placement World History Curriculum Framework, the Disciplinary Tools of Dimension 2 of the C3 

Framework, National Council for the Social Studies Standards, and Habits of the Mind published by the National Council for History 

Education.  

 

1) Gathering, Using and Interpreting Evidence 

2) Chronological Reasoning and Causation 

3) Comparison and Contextualization 

4) Geographic Reasoning 

5) Economics and Economics Systems 

6) Civic Participation 
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Resources* 

 

*As websites change, please be sure to check prior to using a site with students.   

 

“America, A Narrative History” is a text published by WW Norton. As a free supplement to the book, Norton has published ten 

Google Earth tours. These tours include major themes and events in US History, providing history lessons within a geographic 

context. 

 

6 Cool Interactive Sites To Learn More About American History (http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/6-cool-interactive-sites-

learn-american-history/) – awesome interactive resources to learn the following topics in depth: 

 

7 Places to Find & Watch Documentaries Online http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/09/7-places-to-find-watch-

documentaries.html#.VSpclPnF-68 

 

7 Useful YouTube Channels for History Teachers http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/02/7-useful-youtube-channels-for-

history.html#.VSpVWvnF-68 

A Consortium of nonpartisan, nonprofit organizations committed to strengthening civic life in the U.S. by increase the quality of 

civics education in our nation’s schools and by improving accessibility to high-quality, no-cost learning materials. 

 

Abraham Lincoln site http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln.html 

 

ActiveHistory – http://www.activehistory.co.uk/gallery/ 

 

ALA Top 25 Websites for Teaching and Learning allows users to create timelines that incorporate text, images, audio, and 

video, you can embed the timeline in a blog or share it via email, available in English and Spanish. 

 

American Memory from the Library of Congress American Memory provides “free and open access through the Internet to written 

and spoken words, sound recordings, still and moving images, prints, maps, and sheet music that document the American 

experience. 

 

American Muslim Women’s Association http://www.amwa.us 

Ancient history, British history, World war, Historic figures, Family history, Hands on history, History for kids and History 

games. 

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/america8/full/historytours.aspx
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/america8/full/historytours.aspx
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/6-cool-interactive-sites-learn-american-history/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/6-cool-interactive-sites-learn-american-history/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/09/7-places-to-find-watch-documentaries.html#.VSpclPnF-68
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/09/7-places-to-find-watch-documentaries.html#.VSpclPnF-68
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/02/7-useful-youtube-channels-for-history.html#.VSpVWvnF-68
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/02/7-useful-youtube-channels-for-history.html#.VSpVWvnF-68
http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln.html
http://www.activehistory.co.uk/top_activities/index.htm
http://www.activehistory.co.uk/gallery/
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/bestlist/bestwebsitestop25.cfm%23snandcomm
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://www.amwa.us/
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Annenberg Learning http://www.learner.org/interactives/?page=1&per_page=20&query= 

 

Arabian American Oil Company http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com 

 

BBC history site – http://www.bbc.co.uk/history 

 

Bread for the World http://www.bread.org/hunger/us/ 

 

Calisphere  http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/ 

Center for Civic Education http://www.civiced.org/ 

 

C-SPAN Classroom http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/ 

 

Cultural Institutions new cultural ed site: http://nysculturaled.org/ 

 

DECA  http://www.fold3.com/?xid=159A  prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and 

management in high schools and colleges around the globe. The High School Division includes 185,000 members in 5,000 

schools. The Collegiate Division (formerly known as Delta Epsilon Chi) includes over 15,000 members in 200 colleges and 

universities. Teachers and students can join the membership programs with very small fees. 

 

declaration-independence#sect-activities 

 

Digital History http://digitalhistory.unl.edu/ 

Digital History Using New Technologies to Enhance Teaching and Research  

 

Digital Vaults http://www.digitalvaults.org/ 

Digitally archives historical documents, photos, and other media from institutions all over the world. 

 

DocsTeach.org is an online teaching tool from the US National Archives for teachers to find and create interactive learning 

activities with primary-source documents that promote historical thinking skills in 21st century classroom. 

 

http://www.learner.org/interactives/?page=1&per_page=20&query=
http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history
http://www.bread.org/hunger/us/
http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/
http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/
http://new.civiced.org/
http://www.civiced.org/
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/
http://nysculturaled.org/
http://nysculturaled.org/
http://www.fold3.com/?xid=159A %20
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes-declaration-independence
http://digitalhistory.unl.edu/
http://digitalhistory.unl.edu/
http://www.digitalvaults.org/
http://www.digitalvaults.org/
http://docsteach.org/
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Discovery gives access to free classroom-ready lesson plans and activities for K-12 education, organized by grade level and 

subject for science, social studies, and literature. 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/    

 

ECHO – George Mason University http://echo.gmu.edu/  Comprehensive guide to websites in the history of science, technology, 

and industry 

Echoes and Reflections http://www.echoesandreflections.org 

 

EconEDlink http://www.econedlink.org/ 

 

EDSITEment  http://edsitement.neh.gov/ 

 

Edsitement- National Endowment for the Humanities website of lessons and other resources- http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-

plans 

 

Edutecher - links to all kinds of educational sites, videos, lesson plans.  

http://www.edutecher.net/links.php 

 

Edutopia Online ( http://www.edutopia.org/) 

 

Eyewitness Exhibits (Archives.gov)  http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/eyewitness/) 

Eyewitness to History      http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/ 

FBI   http://www.fbi.gov/ 

 

Fold3 – The Arizona Memorial http://www.fold3.com/?xid=159 

 

Fordham University Internet History Sourcebooks Project  

 

Frederick Douglass Family Foundation http://www.fdfi.org  

 

Free Documentary TV http://www.freedocumentary.tv/genre/news-politics/ 

 

Freedom a History of US For teachers- http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/teachers/ 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/%20  
http://echo.gmu.edu/center.php
http://echo.gmu.edu/
http://www.echoesandreflections.org/
http://www.econedlink.org/
http://www.econedlink.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans
http://www.edutecher.net/links.php
http://www.glef.org/
http://www.edutopia.org/
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/eyewitness/
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/eyewitness/
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/
http://www.fbi.gov/
http://go.fold3.com/arizona_memorial/
http://www.fold3.com/?xid=159
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/
http://www.freedocumentary.tv/
http://www.freedocumentary.tv/genre/news-politics/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/teachers/
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Games for Learning Social Studies  http://classroom-aid.com/educational-resources/social-study/learning-games-social-studies/ 

 

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History https://www.gilderlehrman.org 

 

Go Social Studies Go http://www.gosocialstudiesgo.com/ 

 

Google Life Archive http://images.google.com/hosted/life 

 

H2O for Life http://www.h2oforlifeschools.org 

 

National Council for Social Studies (http://www.socialstudies.org/resources) and links here. 

    

High School Financial Planning Program http://www.hsfpp.org/ 

 

Hindu Foundation of America http://www.hafsite.org/resources 

 

History Animated http://historyanimated.com/newhistoryanimated/ 

 

History Departments Around the World http://chnm.gmu.edu/history-departments-around-the-world/departments/?do=find 

 

History Matters http://historymatters.gmu.edu/search.php 

 

History Tech https://historytech.wordpress.com/2012/03/02/tip-of-the-week-livebinders-and-social-studies/  (Using technologies 

in teaching Social Studies)  

 

Historypin  https://www.historypin.org/ 

 

iEARN  http://www.iearn.org  is an international (30 countries) non-profit organization that encourages and facilitates the use of 

Internet indexes. 

 

Indian Ocean in World History http://www.IndianOceanHistory.org 

 

http://classroom-aid.com/educational-resources/social-study/learning-games-social-studies/
http://classroom-aid.com/educational-resources/social-study/learning-games-social-studies/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.gosocialstudiesgo.com/
http://www.gosocialstudiesgo.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://www.h2oforlifeschools.org/
http://www.socialstudies.org/resources
http://www.hsfpp.org/
http://www.hafsite.org/resources
http://www.hafsite.org/resources
http://historyanimated.com/newhistoryanimated/
http://historyanimated.com/newhistoryanimated/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/resources/departments/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/history-departments-around-the-world/departments/?do=find
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/search.php
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/search.php
http://historytech.wordpress.com/2012/03/02/tip-of-the-week-livebinders-and-social-studies/
https://historytech.wordpress.com/2012/03/02/tip-of-the-week-livebinders-and-social-studies/
http://www.historypin.com/
https://www.historypin.org/
http://www.iearn.org/
http://www.indianoceanhistory.org/
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Integrating ELA and Social Studies in teaching about the Revolutionary War 

Interactive Evolution of States http://www.mapofus.org/ 

   

(Search tip : Add “source:life” to any Google image search and search only the LIFE photo archive. For example: computer 

source:life) 

  

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library http://www.jfklibrary.org/ 

 

Journey of Mankind  http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/ 

 

Kids.gov Social Studies Resources http://kids.usa.gov/teachers/social-studies/index.shtml 

lets anyone can draw and type on a map with all of the zoom options and most of the search options available on Google Maps. 

 

Liberty Day Institute http://www.libertyday.org/index.php  

 

Learning Page “The Learning Page http://www.loc.gov/teachers 

 

Lesson Plan Archive: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/archive.html 

 

Library of Congress http://loc.gov/ 

 

Library of Congress Learning Page  http://www.loc.gov/teachers/index.html 

 Lincoln Archives http://www.lincolnarchives.us/  

 

MapMaker Interactive (a tool from National Geographic) 

http://mapmaker.education.nationalgeographic.com/?ar_a=1&b=1&ls=000000000000 

 

Mapping America http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/explorer?hp  - Census data by zip code, it offers four categories of 

maps that you can explore; education, housing and families, income, and race and ethnicity 

 

Mapping the Census Interactive map http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/explorer 

 Military Records and Photos 

 

http://www.genealogyinc.com/maps
http://www.mapofus.org/
http://images.google.com/images?q=computer+source:life
http://images.google.com/images?q=computer+source:life
http://www.jfklibrary.org/
http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/
http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/
http://kids.usa.gov/teachers/social-studies/index.shtml
http://www.libertyday.org/index.php
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/index.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/archive.html
http://loc.gov/
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/index.html
http://www.lincolnarchives.us/
http://www.lincolnarchives.us/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/interactive-map/?ar_a=1
http://mapmaker.education.nationalgeographic.com/?ar_a=1&b=1&ls=000000000000
http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/explorer?hp
http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/explorer
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National Council for the Social Studies http://www.socialstudies.org/ 

 

National Council of Social Studies http://www.socialstudies.org/ 

 

National Endowment for Financial Education http://www.nefe.org 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes-declaration-independence 

 

National Geographic http://natgeoed.org 

 

National Geographic Teachers Site   http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/ 

 

National Museum of American History   http://americanhistory.si.edu/ 

 

National Park Service Geological Resources www.nature.nps.gov/geology 

 

National Park Service http://www.nps.gov/kids/ 

 

National Portrait Gallery http://npgportraits.si.edu/eMuseumNPG/code/emuseum.asp 

 

National Women’s History Museum http://www.libertyday.org/index.php 

 

New York State Museum http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/ 

 

New York State Social Studies Field Guide - https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-field-guide 

 

Newspaper Map http://newspapermap.com/ 

 

The New York Times Learning Network On the Web Lesson Plan Archive can be searched by keyword, searched by subject, or 

browsed by subject. 

Home Page: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/ 

 

Not Another History Teacher  History and Technology- A Perfect Pair http://notanotherhistoryteacher.edublogs.org/ 

http://www.socialstudies.org/
http://www.socialstudies.org/
http://www.socialstudies.org/
http://www.nefe.org/
http://www.nefe.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes-declaration-independence
http://natgeoed.org/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology
http://www.nps.gov/kids/
http://npgportraits.si.edu/eMuseumNPG/code/emuseum.asp
http://www.libertyday.org/index.php
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-field-guide
file:///C:/Users/sprater/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Elizabeth/Desktop/ICC%202015/Newspaper%20Map
http://newspapermap.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/
http://notanotherhistoryteacher.edublogs.org/
http://notanotherhistoryteacher.edublogs.org/


Diocese of Knoxville Grades 5-8 Social Studies Standards 
 

Diocese of Knoxville Social Studies Standards, 2017 Page 142 
 

  

Online Interactive Resources for Social Studies (Ten pages of resources in this document)  
http://www.einstruction.com/files/default/files/samples/Soc-Interactive_Websites.pdf 

 

Pare Lorentz Center  http://parelorentzcenter.org./  

 

PBS- History Detectives- http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/educators/technique-guide/online-resources/ 

 

PBS TeacherSource  http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/ Lesson plans, tv programs, professional development and videos.  

 

Pinterest Social Studies Resources https://www.pinterest.com/lauracandler/social-studies-teaching-resources/ 

 

Primary Source http://www.primarysource.org/ 

 

Resources for History Teachers   http://resourcesforhistoryteachers.wikispaces.com/ 

 

Salem Witchcraft Accusation History http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/bcr/salem/salem.html 

 

Scribble Maps http://scribblemaps.com 

 

Sikh Coalition http://www.sikhcoalition.org/resources/about-sikhs 

 

Smarthistory.org  from Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-history-basics/beginners-art-

history/a/cave-painting-contemporary-art-and-everything-in-between  

 

Smithsonian Center for Education  http://www.si.edu/ 

 

Smithsonian http://www.si.edu/ 

 

Smithsonian’s History Explorer http://historyexplorer.si.edu/home/ 

 

Social Studies & History Teacher https://multimedialearningllc.wordpress.com/ 

 

http://www.einstruction.com/files/default/files/samples/Soc-Interactive_Websites.pdf
http://parelorentzcenter.org./
http://parelorentzcenter.org./
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/educators/technique-guide/online-resources/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.pinterest.com/lauracandler/social-studies-teaching-resources/
http://www.primarysource.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/
http://www.wikispaces.com/t/y/wiki-historyresources/blog/
http://resourcesforhistoryteachers.wikispaces.com/
http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/bcr/salem/salem.html
http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/bcr/salem/salem.html
http://scribblemaps.com/
http://scribblemaps.com/
http://www.sikhcoalition.org/resources/about-sikhs
http://www.sikhcoalition.org/resources/about-sikhs
http://www.smarthistory.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-history-basics/beginners-art-history/a/cave-painting-contemporary-art-and-everything-in-between
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-history-basics/beginners-art-history/a/cave-painting-contemporary-art-and-everything-in-between
http://www.si.edu/teachers/
http://www.si.edu/
http://www.si.edu/
http://historyexplorer.americanhistory.si.edu/
http://historyexplorer.si.edu/home/
http://multimedialearningllc.wordpress.com/
https://multimedialearningllc.wordpress.com/
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State Library and Archives http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/online-resources  

 

Sultan Qaboos Cultural Center http://www.sqcc.org/ 

 

Teach UNICEF http://teachunicef.org 

 

Teachers First http://www.teachersfirst.com/matrix.htm  Teachers Network This site features major initiatives of the veteran 

non-profit organization designed for teachers, by teachers.  

 

Teacher Resources for Tennessee music and history. http://countrymusichalloffame.org/schools/teacher-

resources#.WSLq1Pnyuos  

 

Teaching Tolerance http://tolerance.org 

 

TeachingAmericanHistory http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/ 

 

Teaching with Primary Sources http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/ Teaching with Primary Sources offers free K-12 professional 

development thanks t funds provided by the Library of Congress. TPS-MTSU serves educators across Tennessee by improving the 

way primary sources are used to promote critical thinking in the classroom and across the curriculum. Teachers can stare exploring 

primary sources. 

 

Teachinghistory.org is a website that collects history resources and materials and provides support for K-12 history teachers 

through funding from the U.S. Department of Education.  

 

Tennessee Council for the Social Studies http://www.tncss.org/resources-for-teachers.html  

 

Tennessee Geographic Alliance http://www.tngeographicalliance.org/  

 

Tennessee History and Archives http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/online-resources  

 

Tennessee History/East http://www.easttnhistory.org/education/teacher-resources  

 

Tennessee-Free 50 US http://50states.mrdonn.org/tennessee.html  

http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/online-resources
http://www.sqcc.org/
http://teachunicef.org/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/matrix.htm
http://www.teachersnetwork.org/
http://countrymusichalloffame.org/schools/teacher-resources#.WSLq1Pnyuos
http://countrymusichalloffame.org/schools/teacher-resources#.WSLq1Pnyuos
http://tolerance.org/
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/
http://teachinghistory.org/
http://www.tncss.org/resources-for-teachers.html
http://www.tngeographicalliance.org/
http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/online-resources
http://www.easttnhistory.org/education/teacher-resources
http://50states.mrdonn.org/tennessee.html
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Tennessee State Museum http://www.tnmuseum.org/Teachers/Lesson_Plans/  

 

The Center on Congress at Indiana University http://congress.indiana.edu/  has a good collection of interactive, role-playing 

activities for learning about how the United States’ government functions. In “How a Member Decides to Vote” students take on 

the role of a Congressman or Congresswoman for a week. During the simulated week, students receive phone calls from 

constituents, read newspaper headlines, meet with constituents, meet with lobbyists, and attend meetings with other Congressmen 

and Congresswomen. 

 

The Economics of Seinfeld http://yadayadayadaecon.com/ uses clips (as well as clips from other television shows or movies) to 

make economic concepts come alive, making them more real for students. Ultimately, students will start seeing economics eve 

 

The History 2.0 Classroom http://kulowiectech.blogspot.com/2011/11/choose-your-own-adventure-videos.html 

 

The History Channel www.history.com – your ‘must have’ site for history resources, including teaching materials, TV shows, 

videos, games……  

 

The Learning Network from http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com   the New York Times is the resources for teaching based on New 

York Times content, with lesson ideas and quizzes on news. 

 

The Library of Congress www.loc.gov The Library of Congress offers classroom materials and professional development to help 

teachers effectively use primary sources from the Library's vast digital collections in their teaching.  

 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art http://www.metmuseum.org/research/metpublications/titles-with-full-text-

online?searchtype=F 

 

The National Archives’ Digital Classroom –  http://www.archives.gov/education/ 

The Smithsonian is the single largest museum in the world and houses many treasures from the U.S. and abroad. This site contains 

lesson plans, online resources, and links to images, publications, and music for every subject area. 

 

The Web Quest Page  http://webquest.org/index.php 

 

The British Museum http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/young_explorers1.aspx 

http://www.tnmuseum.org/Teachers/Lesson_Plans/
http://congress.indiana.edu/
http://yadayadayadaecon.com/
http://yadayadayadaecon.com/
http://kulowiectech.blogspot.com/2011/11/choose-your-own-adventure-videos.html
http://kulowiectech.blogspot.com/2011/11/choose-your-own-adventure-videos.html
http://www.history.com/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.metmuseum.org/research/metpublications/titles-with-full-text-online?searchtype=F
http://www.metmuseum.org/research/metpublications/titles-with-full-text-online?searchtype=F
http://www.archives.gov/education/
http://webquest.org/index.php
http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/young_explorers1.aspx
http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/young_explorers1.aspx
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The Flow of History – written by a High School History teacher as a series of flow charts that are easy to follow. 

http://www.flowofhistory.com/ 

 

The Google Cultural Institute https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/home 

 

The Oyez Project at Chicago-Kent is a multimedia archive devoted to the Supreme Court of the United States and its work. 

http://www.oyez.org/about 

 

The University of Florida Digital Collections (UFDC http://ufdc.ufl.edu/)  hosts more than 300 outstanding digital collections, 

containing over 7 million pages of unique manuscripts and letters, antique maps, rare children’s literature books, theses and 

dissertations, newspapers, historic photographs, oral histories, and more. 

 

The World Digital Library (WDL). http://www.wdl.org/en/ 

 

Thinkfinity- http://www.thinkfinity.org/content-partners.html 

 

Timelines.tv http://timelines.tv/ 

 

Times for Kids http://www.timeforkids.com/ 

 

United Nations http://www.un.org/en/index.html 

 

United States Census Bureau http://www.census.gov/ 

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops www.usccb.org 

 

United States Department of the Treasury http://www.treasury.gov/Pages/default.aspx 

 

United States Government site for children http://kids.usa.gov/ 

 

United States House of Representatives http://www.house.gov/ 

 

http://www.flowofhistory.com/
http://edsurge.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=439db75adf017b97887993422&id=66504a4d23&e=36416da3c9
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/home
http://www.oyez.org/about
http://www.oyez.org/about
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/maps
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/baldwin
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/ufetd
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/ufetd
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/oral
http://www.wdl.org/
http://www.wdl.org/en/
http://www.thinkfinity.org/content-partners.html
http://timelines.tv/
http://timelines.tv/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.un.org/en/index.html
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.treasury.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://kids.usa.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
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United States Mint http://www.usmint.gov/ 

 

United States Senate http://www.senate.gov/ 

 

US Government Teachers Blog http://usgovteducatorsblog.blogspot.com/ 

 

US History http://www.ushistory.org/ 

 

US History Teachers Blog http://ushistoryeducatorblog.blogspot.com/ 

 

US History Tours http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/america8/full/historytours.aspx 

 

Use Game-Based Learning to Teach Civics (Edutopia) http://www.edutopia.org/blog/game-based-learning-civics-andrew-miller 

 

Vatican Museums http://mv.vatican.va/3_EN/pages/MV_Home.html 

 

Virtual Middle School Library of Social Studies Resources http://www.sldirectory.com/teachf/socsci.html 

 

Women’s Rights National Historical Park  http://www.nps.gov/wori/index.htm 

 

World History for Us All http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/default.php 

 

World History Sources also from George Mason University http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/searchwhm.php 

 

World History Teachers Blog http://worldhistoryeducatorsblog.blogspot.com/ 

 

Specific websites for Teaching American History- a list of websites  

 http://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/small_exhibition.cfm?key=1267&exkey=143&pagekey=236 

 http://docsteach.org/documents/search?mode=browse&menu=open&era[]=revolution-and-the-new-nation 

 http://ebookbrowse.com/pn-declaration-of-independence-lesson-plan-grades-7-through-12-rtf-d137433328 

 http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes- 

 http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes-declaration-independence#sect-activities 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disease_in_colonial_America  

http://www.usmint.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://usgovteducatorsblog.blogspot.com/
http://usgovteducatorsblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.ushistory.org/
http://ushistoryeducatorblog.blogspot.com/
http://ushistoryeducatorblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/america8/full/historytours.aspx
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/game-based-learning-civics-andrew-miller
http://mv.vatican.va/3_EN/pages/MV_Home.html
http://www.sldirectory.com/teachf/socsci.html
http://www.nps.gov/wori/index.htm
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/default.php
http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/searchwhm.php
http://chnm.gmu.edu/whm/searchwhm.php
http://worldhistoryeducatorsblog.blogspot.com/
http://worldhistoryeducatorsblog.blogspot.com/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/small_exhibition.cfm?key=1267&exkey=143&pagekey=236
http://docsteach.org/documents/search?mode=browse&menu=open&era%5b%5d=revolution-and-the-new-nation
http://ebookbrowse.com/pn-declaration-of-independence-lesson-plan-grades-7-through-12-rtf-d137433328
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes-declaration-independence
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/declare-causes-declaration-independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disease_in_colonial_America
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 http://exchange.smarttech.com (search for Declaration of Independence and grade level in ELA) 

 http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/index.asp 

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html (folklore/culture) 

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html (Women/African-Americans and Religion) 

 http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/H/1994/ch3_p14.htm 

  http://questgarden.com/search/ 

 http://video.pbs.org/video/2097324181 

 http://web.clas.ufl.edu/users/ufhatch/pages/05-SecondaryTeaching/NSF-PLANS/3-2_SCIENTIS.htm 

 http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-guidelines/best-websites/2013#snandcomm 

 http://www.americanrevolution.org/home.html (genealogy) 

 http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/index.html 

 http://www.archives.gov/nae  (click digital vaults) 

 http://www.civicsrenewalnetwork.org 

 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/timeline/timelineO.cfm 

 http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2012/08/8-excellent-free-timeline-creation.html 

 http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html (Slavery/women/spies) 

 http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html  (Spy Writing) 

 http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html (Photos & Videos) 

 http://www.nationalparks.org  (American Revolution) 

 http://www.nmai.si.edu/ (Native American Art) 

 http://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm?q=National+Park 

 http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/chf/chf.html 

 http://www.paulreverehouse.org/gift2/details/46-51.pdf Paul Revere  

 http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/patriotism/index3.html 

 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2narr4.html (African-Americans)  

 http://www.smithsonianmag.com/  

 http://www.teachervision.com/lesson-plans/lesson-5776.html 

 http://www.theconstitutional.com/about/credits.html Walking tour of Philadelphia 

 http://www.thefreedomtrail.org  

 http://www.timerime.com 

 http://www.uen.org/utahlink/tours/fieldtrips2.cgi?core_area_id=4  

 http://www.ushistory.org/ValleyForge/history/weather.html 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/index.asp
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/H/1994/ch3_p14.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/H/1994/ch3_p14.htm
http://questgarden.com/search/
http://video.pbs.org/video/2097324181
http://video.pbs.org/video/2097324181
http://web.clas.ufl.edu/users/ufhatch/pages/05-SecondaryTeaching/NSF-PLANS/3-2_SCIENTIS.htm
http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-guidelines/best-websites/2013#snandcomm
http://www.americanrevolution.org/home.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/nae
http://www.civicsrenewalnetwork.org/
http://www.civicsrenewalnetwork.org/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/timeline/timelineO.cfm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/timeline/timelineO.cfm
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2012/08/8-excellent-free-timeline-creation.html
http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html
http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html
http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html
http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html
http://www.nationalparks.org/
http://www.nationalparks.org/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm?q=National+Park
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/chf/chf.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/chf/chf.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/chf/chf.html
http://www.paulreverehouse.org/gift2/details/46-51.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/patriotism/index3.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2narr4.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
http://www.teachervision.com/lesson-plans/lesson-5776.html
http://www.theconstitutional.com/about/credits.html
http://www.theconstitutional.com/about/credits.html
http://www.thefreedomtrail.org/
http://www.thefreedomtrail.org/
http://www.timerime.com/
http://www.uen.org/utahlink/tours/fieldtrips2.cgi?core_area_id=4
http://www.uen.org/utahlink/tours/fieldtrips2.cgi?core_area_id=4
http://www.ushistory.org/ValleyForge/history/weather.html
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 http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/jamestown/page2.html  (Virtual Jamestown) 

 http://www2.si.umich.edu/spies (invisible ink) 

 https://historytech.wordpress.com/2012/03/02/tip-of-the-week-livebinders-and-social-studies/ 

 https://twitter.com/PatriotCast 

 http://patriotcast.wordpress.com/ 

 https://www.engageny.org/resource/role-research-common-core-instruction 

 https://www.gilderlehrman.org (multimedia) 

 
 

http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/jamestown/page2.html
http://www2.si.umich.edu/spies
https://historytech.wordpress.com/2012/03/02/tip-of-the-week-livebinders-and-social-studies/
https://twitter.com/PatriotCast
http://patriotcast.wordpress.com/
http://patriotcast.wordpress.com/
https://www.engageny.org/resource/role-research-common-core-instruction
https://www.engageny.org/resource/role-research-common-core-instruction
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/

