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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings to you! 

 This year has presented a number of challenges for all of us. As we con-

tinue to live, work, and worship during these recent difficult times, please 

know that I always pray for your health, safety, and peace. I am grateful that 

you, who together make up the Catholic Church in East Tennessee, continue 

to display the love of Christ in all that you do.

 I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on your generosity and sup-

port for the Diocese of Knoxville in 2019, a year in which I celebrated my first 

decade as your bishop.

 Thanks to you, our small mission diocese has been able to grow and flour-

ish. The care and kindness you offered made many great things possible in 2019.

 In February, the relatively young parish of St. Teresa of Kolkata, established just a few years before in Maynard-

ville, dedicated a beautiful new church building that now serves a growing and diverse community of Catholics. 

I was filled with joy at being able to dedicate this new church, which in many ways is emblematic of what we are, 

and is a living example of the intent of Pope St. John Paul II, who founded the Diocese of Knoxville in 1988.

 We were able to celebrate some significant parish anniversaries in 2019, including St. Patrick Parish in Morris-

town (60th), St. Henry Parish in Rogersville (55th), and St. Bridget Parish in Dayton (50th). Some of our Catholic 

communities have been around even longer. Thanks to your support, both spiritually and financially, all regions 

of our vast diocese remain strong.

 The Home Campaign, which concluded in 2016, continues to pay dividends for all of our parishes. One great 

example is the restoration of the worship space at the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul in Chattanooga. While the 

dedication Mass was celebrated on the next-to-last Sunday in 2018, the restoration had been four years in the 

making and it helped the basilica community begin a new era in 2019.

 In May 2019, another of the campaign’s components, the Pope Francis Charitable Trust Fund, which was 

established to accelerate charitable outreach at the parish level, announced distributions totaling $51,500. As we 

move ahead, we hope to grow our annual distributions to at least $100,000 for parish charitable projects.

 The Diocese of Knoxville in 2019 continued to lift its Catholic profile nationally and in some cases even globally.

 Our diocese hosted the incorrupt heart of St. John (Jean) Vianney, a major relic of the patron saint of parish 

priests. We offered Mass celebrations, opportunities for veneration, and an evening rosary. I am grateful to the 

Knights of Columbus for selecting the Diocese of Knoxville as a host for this wonderful tour.

 Throughout 2019, you continued to respond when the Diocese of Knoxville requested assistance through our 

special collections. Thanks to your support for their education, we now expect to have 17 seminarians studying 

to become future priests and pastors for our diocese. 

 In 2019, I was blessed to ordain seminarians Alex Hernandez and Zach Griffith as transitional deacons. I am 

happy to say that both of these young men will be ordained priests in our diocese later this year. Matthew Dona-

hue, another of our seminarians, will be ordained a transitional deacon this month. Your support for vocations 

has made these, and future ordinations, possible.

 Our St. Mary’s Legacy Clinic continues to bring the healing ministry of Jesus to the underserved and disad-

vantaged residents in rural areas of our diocese. In 2019, we appointed Dr. Brandy Fuesting, who holds a Ph.D. in 

public health from the University of Tennessee, as the clinic’s first executive director.

 Also in 2019, I was able to establish a new Vietnamese faith community in Chattanooga, which I pray will 

someday become a full parish in the diocese, much like our Vietnamese parish of Divine Mercy in Knoxville.

 As we continue to grow our ministries, please know that I am attentive to the spiritual needs of all of the faith-

ful in our diocese, and that I take seriously the responsibility to be a good steward of your generosity and support.

 I ask for your prayers for our diocese, and for me and for all of our priests, deacons, and men and women 

religious who serve us so faithfully. Please pray that the Diocese of Knoxville grows in virtue and faith and 

that it continues to be a glorious example of the love that Jesus brings to our world.

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Richard F. Stika
Bishop of Knoxville
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Parish assessments
$3,525,094 

33%

Contributions/bequests
$508,990 

5%

Bishop's Appeal
$2,588,393 

24%

Deposit/loan fund 
interest income

$922,949 
9%

Other income/service 
fees and net gain on sales

$1,697,223 
16%

Grants
$1,323,200 

13%

Source of funds $10,565,849 

Diocesan governance/ 
administration

$2,938,592 
27%

Pastoral
$1,612,893 

15%

Deposit/loan fund 
interest expense

$950,764 
9%

Capital Campaign 
expense
$507,900 

4%

Religious personnel 
development/care

$1,947,524 
18%

Catholic Charities grant
$500,000 

4%

Education
$930,755 

8%

Promotion of vocations
$700,772 

6%

Communications
$535,352 

5%

Property Donated to 
Parish

$339,555 
3%

Diaconate formation
$83,054 

1%

Use of funds $11,047,161
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