
20.1 POLICY AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT FOR THE DIOCESE OF KNOXVILLE 

Diocese of Knoxville 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 

To: The Christian Faithful of the Diocese of Knoxville 

On May 5, 2006, the USCCB promulgated a revised Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People and 

revised Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests or 

Deacons. A second revision to this revised Charter was approved at the USCCB's June 2011 General meeting and a third 

revision at the June 2018 Plenary Assembly.

Consistent with the aforementioned USCCB revisions, the Diocese of Knoxville's Office of Child Protection has 

made some minor revisions to our Policy and Procedures Relating to Sexual Misconduct for the Diocese of Knoxville 

{#05-20-2020}. With this letter, I accept these revisions and promulgate the enclosed Policy# 20.1 dated May 18, 2022. 

I express my firm commitment to complying with Policy # 20.1 and implementing the required procedures. I 

further acknowledge that the Diocese of Knoxville provides safe environment training to the following individuals: 

priests, deacons, candidates for ordination, educators, diocesan employees, volunteers and children/youth. I approve of 

all of these training programs as being in accord with Catholic moral principles. 

Additionally, I acknowledge that the Diocese of Knoxville requires all priests, deacons, candidates for ordination, 

educators, diocesan employees, and volunteers who work with (or are in proximity to) children or vulnerable persons, 

to undergo a criminal background check, to be repeated every 5 years and read and sign Policy# 20.1. 

romulgated By: 

Attested By: 

Bishop of Knoxville 

Deacon Sean K. Smith 

Chancellor 

Date 



20.1 POLICY AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT FOR THE DIOCESE OF KNOXVILLE 

MAY 18, 2022 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Any form of sexual misconduct is contrary to Christian principles. Such misconduct by those 
representing the Church in any capacity is outside the scope of that representation. The sexual abuse of children 
and young people is particularly grave, and in the words of Pope John Paul II, "by every standard wrong and 
rightly considered a crime by society; it is also an appalling sin in the eyes of God." Pope Benedict XVI, too, in 
his address to the U.S. bishops in 2008 said of the clergy sexual abuse crisis, -It is your God-given 
responsibility as pastors to bind up the wounds caused by every breach of trust, to foster healing, to promote 
reconciliation and to reach out with loving concern to those so seriously wronged. 

Reflecting the mission and example of Jesus Christ, this policy seeks, in particular, to provide for the 
safety and protection of children and young people in our church ministries and institutions, and indeed, to 
provide for the safety and protection of all members of the Church in general. 1 Accordingly, this Policy and 
Procedure has been updated to incorporate fully the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People 
and corresponding Essential Norms2 that were approved by the full body of U.S. Catholic Bishops at its June 
2005 General Meeting, and received the subsequent recogn.itio by the Holy See on January 1, 2006.3 It also 
incorporates the second revisions to both the Charter and Norms that were approved at the June 2011 General 
Meeting and the third revisions at the June 2018 Plenary Assembly of the U.S. Catholic Bishops. 

Sexual misconduct as used in this policy refers to three related forms of misconduct: sexual abuse, 
sexual exploitation, and sexual harassment. All three are addressed because they have this in common: each 
involves an abuse of power or authority. 

The Diocese of Knoxville recognizes that correcting wrongs is more important than safeguarding 
appearances; that care of the affected takes precedence over attempts to justify misconduct; and, that preventive 
education and careful research aimed at improving services to children and vulnerable persons should be of 
equal importance with remedial and punitive treatment of offenders. 

The Diocese of Knoxville and its subsidiary and affiliated organizations will maintain programs of 
screening, education and guidance aimed at preventing sexual misconduct by all those officially representing it. 

The Diocese of Knoxville will have a competent assistance coordinator to aid in the immediate pastoral 
care of persons who claim to have been sexually abused as minors by clergy or other church personnel.4 The 
assistance coordinator will attend the meetings of the Review Board (see below). 

1 Cf. Charter/or the Protection of Children and Young People [Charter] (Washington: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
June 2005). 

2 Essential Norms [Norms] (Washington: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, June, 2005).

3 Essential Norms [Norms] (Washington: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, June, 2005).

4 Cf. Charter, art. 2 and Norms nn. 4, 5.
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