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Sincerely, 

Very Rev. Marco A. Durazo
Rector/President

Dear friends and benefactors, 
 

RECTOR’S
MESSAGE

The joy of Easter invites us 
to the mission of spreading the 
good news with confidence 
that Jesus Christ is risen from 
the dead. We are invited to 
recollect ourselves knowing 
that the Lord is present 
among us until the end of 
times. In order to reach all 
the corners of the world, this 
sign of God‘s love requires 
the exercise of our priestly 
vocation, both baptismal and 
ministerial. 

  The words of St. Paul, 
“I became your father in 
Christ through the gospel“ 
(1 Cor 4:15), express hope 
and assured the continual 
presence of the great gift that 
Jesus left us in the Last Supper. 
Throughout the centuries, 
thousands of holy priests have 
transmitted this abundant 
life, making it their own and 
enabling others to continue to 
await God‘s gifts. In persona 
Christi capitis, a priest is the 
man of the future. 

  St. John‘s Seminary‘s 
mission is to prepare men 
as candidates for service 
as Roman Catholic priests 
in the United States and 
other countries. These men 
have generously responded 
to God‘s call to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ 
by rooting themselves in 
Word and Sacrament and 
the Church‘s theological 
tradition, and integrating the 
spiritual, human, intellectual 
and pastoral dimensions of 
their lives to develop skills 
for ministry, leadership and 
evangelization in a culturally 
diverse Church. 

  I take this opportunity 
to thank all the people who 
have generously supported St. 
John‘s Seminary. I also wish to 
express my profound gratitude 
for your continued prayers 
that our seminarians become 
holy priests and emulate the 
servanthood of the Lord. 
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4     |     God’s Ways, Not Ours 

There once was a flock 
of sheep. One day, the 
mother ewe decided to 

go out. She told her oldest 
sheep to watch over the 
others. The mother said 
they could play a little, but 
she made it very  clear that 
they should not go near the 
blueberry bushes. 

The oldest sheep 
watched over his younger 
sisters and brothers as 
they played as the ewe 
left. But then they started 

complaining. “We want to 
go to the blueberry bushes! 
Please, big brother! You’ll 
be cool if you let us go!”  
“Oh, all right,” agreed the 
big brother. “But don’t tell 
Mom!” So he led them to 
the bushes. When they saw 
the blueberries, they got so 
excited that they jumped 
into the bushes. That’s 
when they realized that 
there was no ground. Yes, 
the blueberry bushes were 
at the edge of a cliff. And 
so the sheep fell and died. 
While this is a sad story, it 
is an important one. Like the 
big brother, our Lord calls 
us to shepherd according 
to His ways, not ours. Since 
God not only shepherds 
His flock but calls us to 
shepherd, He commissions 
us to do so according to the 
truth so that we will lead 
others to Him, Who is the 
truth.

On Good Shepherd 
Sunday, Jesus says in the 

Gospel, The Father and 
I are one.” Christ truly 
is the Good Shepherd 
because He is one with the 
Father, offering His divine 
protection. This means that 
if we’re going to answer the 
call to serve as shepherds, 
then it is our responsibility 
to be one with our Lord 
to guide the sheep not 
according to our will but 
His will. Of course, this is 
difficult because we can fall 
into the temptation of being 
the popular one, telling the 
people what they want to 
hear. But if we do so, then 
we just might be leading  
others, and ourselves, off 
a cliff. If we persevere in 
unity with God, we will 
guide our sheep safely to 
Him.

God’s 
Ways, 
Not Ours 
Deacon Daniel Vega 
draws from the gospel for 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
and shares a reflection on 
being a good father and 
shepherd.

Dcn. Daniel Vega 
will be ordained 

a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles on Saturday, 
June 4th, 2022, at 

the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of the Angeles. 

Please keep him in 
your prayers.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ENABLES US TO SEE WITH 
THE EYES OF CHRIST
By Dr. Elizabeth Reichert 

Dr. Elizabeth 
Reichert is Assistant 
Professor of Moral 
Theology at 
St. John’s Seminary 
in Camarillo, CA.

There is a rare neurological disorder 
called associative agnosia. Often 
brought on by a brain injury, the 

person with agnosia is unable to identify 
common objects, despite having intact 
visual perception and knowing what the 
object is, at least in the abstract. If you 
ask an agnostic patient what a duck is, 
for example, he can describe it to you: 
“an animal with 
webbed feet and 
a bill, that flies 
and swims.” But 
if you show him a 
picture of a duck, 
he can’t identify it. 
He knows what it 
is in his head, but he can’t connect that 
information with reality; he can’t “see” it. 

The same phenomenon often occurs in 
the Christian life. I know from reading the 
Catechism and the Bible that those around 
me are sons and daughters of God, my 
sisters, and brothers, but do I always see 
them that way? I know everything I do is 
supposed to be guided by charity, and 
I have some idea in my head of what 
charity is, but I often have a hard time 
recognizing what it looks like here and 
now, in the messy, concrete circumstances 
of everyday life. 

Aquinas often uses this phrase he 
borrowed from Aristotle. With it, he does 
not intend to relativize the good but our 
ability to perceive the good. He is saying 
that our various qualities, our character, 
and our life experience all come to bear 
on our perceptions. For example, while 

you might see a puppy and experience 
delight, another person who was attacked 
by a dog as a child might see a puppy 
as a threat. A glutton will perceive the 
Lenten fast as a nearly impossible task 
and a horrible burden, while the person 
with the virtue of temperance can face the 
challenge with joy. 

In addition to our past experiences and 
our virtue and vice, St. Thomas Aquinas 
believes that grace plays a powerful 
role in forming accurate perceptions and 
healing our misperceptions. When we 
are baptized, we become “partakers of 
the divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4). Following 
the logic that “as a man is, so the good 

appears to him,” 
as we become like 
God through our 
participation in the 
divine nature, our 
perception changes 
accordingly: we 
begin to see things 

as God sees them. 
This, for St. Thomas, is the role of 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit: they enable 
us, little by little, to see as God sees. 
This prompting of the Holy Spirit might 
open our eyes to things we were blind to 
before. It might help us to more clearly 
recognize the good that God is asking 
of us in the present situation. Or, like a 
person overcoming agnosia, it might help 
us to move from the head to the heart, to 
take the things we know in the abstract 
and see them and feel them in reality. 

Come, Holy Spirit, help us to 
see as Christ sees! 

Dr. Elizabeth Reichert shares insights from her 
doctoral dissertation entitled Divine Optics: 
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit and their Role in 
Practical Reason in the Thought of Thomas 
Aquinas.

“AS A MAN IS, SO 
THE GOOD APPEARS 

TO HIM.”



In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI declared 
St. John of Avila a Doctor of the 
Church, the first and only diocesan 

priest to be given this title. The timing 
was providential: I wanted to focus 
on the spirituality of the diocesan 
priest for my doctoral thesis, and 
the writings of this new Doctor of the 
Church offered a wealth of untapped 
material. This research ultimately 
bore fruit in the book Shepherding 
the Family of God: The Spirituality of 
Diocesan Priests in St. John of Avila.  

Given the importance of this 
Doctor of the Church for the diocesan 
priesthood, St. John’s Seminary chose 
to dedicate this year’s annual St. 
Junipero Serra Lectura to the Spanish 
saint.  On March 22, 2022, Fr. Carlos 
Jesús Gallardo Panadero, a priest 
from the diocese of Cordoba, Spain 
gave the lecture entitled, “Sacerdotes 
al estilo de San Juan de Ávila: 
Influencia avilista en la formación 
de sacerdotes en América” (“Priests 
in the Style of St. John of Avila: The 
Influence of Avila in the Formation of 
Priests in America”).  

Being from the same diocese as 
the saint, Fr. Gallardo has dedicated 
his entire life to studying the writings 
of the “Apostle of Andalusia,” 
as he was known in his day. Fr. 
Gallardo’s lecture addressed how, 
even though the saint lived in the 
sixteenth century and never brought 
the gospel to the “New World” as 
he had hoped, he nevertheless had 

an important influence on seminaries 
throughout Latin America:  Jesuits 
and Dominican disciples of St. John, 
who sat at his feet in his native Spain, 
sailed to the new missionary territory, 
bringing with them the teaching and 
spirituality of St. John of Avila. The 
doctor of the Church also influenced 
the documents of the Council of Trent 
that had to do with the founding of 
seminaries through some documents 
he wrote for the conciliar fathers. 

Saint Paul VI decided to canonize 
the long-forgotten John of Avila in 
1970 at a time when the priesthood 
was going through some significant 
crises. Referring to him as a 
“contemporary saint” because of the 
relevance of his teachings, the pope 
encouraged priests to learn from the 
example of this humble and selfless 
priest. He is so “contemporary” that 
his concern for the poor and for 
Church reform almost sounds more 
like Pope Francis, and recent Church 
documents on the priesthood and 
seminary formation are very much in 

line with his thought.  
In addition to delivering the 

lecture, Fr. Gallardo shared a number 
of other gifts with the seminary, 
including some books for the library, 
and also brought with him a relic of 
the heart of St. John of Avila. We 
pray that this first historic visit of the 
saint’s relics to the United States and 
to our archdiocese bear much fruit. 

 

JUNIPERO SERRA 
LECTURE: 
ST. JOHN OF 
AVILA IN 
LOS ANGELES

By Rev. Gustavo Castillo
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“I AM CLAY, AND YOU, 
LORD, THE POTTER. MAKE 
OF ME WHAT YOU WILL.”

ST. JOHN OF AVILA



By Rev. Raymond Marquez

While growing up near the 
San Gabriel Mission, 
seeing it was an ordinary 

experience for me.  I remember 
driving past it while doing errands or 
going to restaurants, singing in the 
choir for a friend’s wedding in the 
mission church, and attending Mass in 
the main church whenever I was back 
home on vacation.  I took for granted 
this ordinary experience.  But as I 
reflect more on the 250th anniversary 
of the founding of Mission San Gabriel 
Arcángel, the extraordinary reason 
for the mission comes into focus: the 
mission of evangelization, of bringing 
people into a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  Even the patron after whom 
the mission was named reminds me 
of the importance of bringing glad 
tidings and Christ’s presence into the 
world in which we live. 

The theme of this jubilee, 
“Forward in Mission,” reminds us of 
St. Junipero Serra’s motto, “Siempre 
adelante,” always forward.  We are 
always called to move forward in our 
relationship with Christ and to bring 
him into the darkness we find along 
the way, including any darkness 
that exists in our own lives.  Only 
then could we truly move forward in 
our earthly pilgrimage.  But coming 
into a personal relationship with 
Jesus should also cause us to go 
forward and introduce others to him.  
Whenever we are excited about 
something or someone, we usually 
cannot wait to share the news with 
other people.  This same excitement 
is meant to be a part of our faith and 
the way we bring Christ into others’ 
lives. 

When we think about everything 
that God has given us (ex., life, 
family, talents, inspiration, mercy, 

faith, etc.), do we respond with 
gratitude? With trust in God’s 
faithfulness?  With trust that God 
will be with us in difficult times and 
that God will help us learn valuable 
lessons through those trials so that we 
can grow to be more Christ-like?  Our 
faith not only sustains us, but it also 
propels us forward into new chances 
to deepen our relationship with God 
and to bring Christ to the world.  It 
can help us deal with troubled pasts, 
bring healing to our woundedness, 
and help to rededicate ourselves to 
living more faithfully.  The message 
of Christ’s work of salvation is still 
needed today as we hear of tragedy 
after tragedy.  It’s a reminder that we 
need God’s grace and that Jesus lets 
us share in this extraordinary mission 
of helping others find their fulfillment 
with God. 
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250 YEARS IN 
MISSION JUBILEE

Rev. Raymond 
Marquez (SJS 
Alumnus, Class of 
2010) is the Director 
of Students at 
St. John’s Seminary.



Hope and Future 
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be.” – Luke 12:34 

When you give to St. John’s 
Seminary, you are also leaving 
a rich inheritance to the Church 
and future generations to come 
by participating in the mission of 
St. John’s Seminary to prepare 
candidates for service as Roman 
Catholic priests.

In the Gospel of Matthew, we 
read, “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with 
you always, until the end of the 

age.”  There are many examples 
in the scriptures where Jesus 
spoke about commissioning and 
how God multiplies our gifts in 
countless ways, but how do these 
specific passages resonate in our 
own lives when we give?

The fruits of the faithful, 
both spiritually and financially, 
profoundly impact the life of the 
Church in immeasurable ways 
that create an everlasting cycle 
of Christ’s mission, giving us a 
“model to follow, so that as He 
has done for you, you should also 
do” (John 13:15).

THE CYCLE OF GIVING
The faithful bring forth the seminarian and 
provide financial resources. The seminary 
forms the seminarian so he can become a 
priest who, in turn, serves and supports the 
community.

LEAVING A 
LASTING LEGACY
Have you considered these 
options in your planned 
giving?

BEQUEST - With the help of an 
attorney, you can include language 
in your will or trust specifying a gift 
to be made to St. John’s Seminary.

BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION GIFTS 
- You can designate St. John’s 
as a beneficiary of a retirement, 
investment, or bank account or your 
life insurance policy. 

IRA ROLLOVER – if you are 70 ½ or 
older, an IRA charitable rollover is a 
way you can help continue our work 
and benefit this year.

If you are interested in learning 
about ways you can support St. 
John’s  Seminary and other ways to 
give, please contact: 

OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT
(805) 482-2755 x. 1105

HOW DOES YOUR GIFT IMPACT THE LIFE 
OF A YOUNG MAN WHO FEELS THE CALL 
TO THE PRIESTHOOD?

FAITHFUL

PRIEST

SEMINARYCOMMUNITY
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PRAYER FOR 
PRIESTLY VOCATIONS

Father, in every generation you 
provide ministers of Christ and the 
Church.

We come before you now, asking 
that you call forth more priests to 
serve our Church.

Give us priests who will lead and 
guide your holy people gathered by 
Word and Sacrament.

Bless us with priestly vocations so 
that we can continue to be a truly 
Eucharistic Church, strengthened in 
our discipleship of Jesus Christ, your 
only Son.

Raise up, we pray, priests who are 
generous in their service, willing to 
offer their lives and all their gifts for 
your greater glory and the good of 
your people.

We make our prayer in the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

AMEN.

GROWTH AND MISSION

Today, more than ever, the Church 
needs well-formed men following in the 
footsteps of Christ’s radiating love and 
mercy throughout the world. 

Donating to St. John’s Seminary, 
you help build the Church by ensuring 
we have priests for future generations 
to come. We value your commitment to 
raising vocations and helping sustain 
and maintain St. John’s beautiful and 
historic seminary. 

Abiding by the joy and love that 
comes from knowing and serving 
the Lord, your gift to The Evangelist 
Newsmagazine will multiply  and 
flourish through the young men you 
support who will one day serve as 
priests in our parishes, schools, and 
communities. 

The Evangelist Newsmagazine Giving

2021-2022 
Gifts thru Q3

$780,609

$13,390 
THE 

EVANGELIST
NEWSMAGAZINE

$12,350 
ST. JOHN’S 
FEAST DAY 

$31,056 
2022

EASTER 
APPEAL

$78,474 
2021 

CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL

$518,821 
2021 GALA

$126,518 
GENERAL 

DONATIONS

GOAL $800,000

To make a financial gift please visit: www.stjohnsem.edu/general-donation

ST. JOHN’S 
SEMINARY 
SPRING 2022  
ENROLLMENT

57
• 17 men will be ordained
      Transitional Deacons

• 13 men will be ordained 
to the Priesthood

SEMINARIANS
ON-CAMPUS

26 ON PASTORAL    
INTERNSHIP

WE THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORT! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
KEEP OUR SEMINARIANS 
IN YOUR PRAYERS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:
OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT
805-482-2755 X1105



When we step off 
the campus of St. 
John’s Seminary, 

we are often asked, “What 
do you seminarians do all 
day? Do you just pray and 
study?” It might be easy 

to think that, especially 
since some see seminary 
as ‘priest school,’ but 
the reality is that there 
is much more to it. In our 
formation, we seek to 
grow in conformity to Jesus 

Enrique Piceno combines his love for theology, 
community, and beer by brewing his own beer and 
sharing it with the community.

As a creative outlet, Carlos Tobon likes to whittle. 
You can often find him in the middle of carving out 
the figure of a saint.

Emmanuel Sanchez and David Agtarap build 
community over a cup of Cuban espresso and 
recharge for another day of studies and prayer.

Sean Scherschel plays the shamisen, a traditional 
three-stringed Japanese instrument, for his brothers 
and shares stories of his many adventures abroad. 

Christ, who is true God 
and true man. As a part 
of our individual human 
formation, we each seek 
to cultivate the gifts God 
gave us and to experience 
God’s goodness and 
beauty in a way that makes 
us better men to serve the 
people of God. Some of 
these gifts help us to step 
back, relax, and take in 
the blessings that God has 

given us. Others allow us 
to stay healthy and spend 
time in fellowship with our 
brothers. Here are just a 
few you will find going 
on around the St. John’s 
campus…

MEN FULLY ALIVE
HOBBIES IN THE SEMINARY 
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Lent 2022, 
the 
Church is 

emerging 
from COVID 
restrictions, and 
we are again 

gathering unveiled to celebrate our 
deepest mysteries in Christ. As we 
gather for the Paschal storytelling 
that creates and sustains us as 
Church, we are also gathering to 
listen to one another about who we 
are as a Body of Christ in this new 
time.

The Synod on Synodality 
promulgated by Pope Francis in 
October 2021 invites the entire 
Church, including those on the 
periphery, to give voice to who we 

are as Church. Synods are not new 
to the Church as decision-making 
bodies. This Synod on Synodality, 
however, is an invitation not just to 
gather data, create strategies, and 
make decisions at the leadership 
level but also to practice the process 
of listening to the wisdom of all 
the baptized on all levels that may 
affect change closest to home. This 
process is not meant to take away 
from the structure that guarantees 
our unity as a Church but to tap into 
the wisdom of the baptized called to 
daily live communion, participation, 
and mission. It is incumbent on the 
entire Church to listen together for 
invitations, to sift through what is 
heard, discern the next steps, and to 
respond on our own levels.

The first step of the synod is 
on the diocesan level, in which 
the faithful are encouraged to 
participate in listening sessions. 
Notes from these are summarized, 
used for discernment at the local 
level (e.g. parish, school, or other 
agency), and sent to the diocesan 
level. The community of St. John’s 
Seminary participated in this process 
on March 28 and will use the 
summaries for our own discernment 
as a community.

The Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

will send the summary to the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops on April 30. The identified 
themes will be used on the diocesan 
level for discernment and action. 
The bishop will do the same on 
the episcopal level and send a 
single report to the Vatican. These 
continental level summaries will 
help to determine the priorities of 
the entire Church at the universal 
level. The synod concludes in 
October 2023, but the hope is that 
the Church will come to understand 
herself on all levels as a “synodal,” 
discerning Church, always aware 
of and eager to listen in the 
Spirit together for the next steps. 
Discernment is not a one-time event 
but a continual process.

This is an exciting time in 
the Church, an opportunity to 
participate even more fully so that 
we may evangelize a hurting world 
and recommit to our moment-by-
moment walk with the Lord. We 
are Church, a “light to the world,” 
particularly in times of darkness. 
So often, we lament, “if there were 
only something we could do.” Our 
participation is necessary to listen 
and respond to the call of the Spirit.

The Synod on 
Synodality: 
Listening
Together in 
the Spirit
By Sister Mary Leanne 
Hubbard, SND
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OneLife LA – January

Unlike the virtual event 
in 2021, thousands 
of people gathered 

to march the streets of 
downtown Los Angeles at 
this year, bringing new life 
and hope for the future. 
Centered around this year’s 
theme Forward in Hope, 
speakers and performers 
such as Sister Bethany 
Madonna, SV (Sisters of 
Life), Sister Norma Pimentel 

(Missionaries of Jesus), and 
Sarah Kroger (worship 
leader and songwriter), 
were joined by individuals 
from all walks of life, 
including seminarians 
of St. John’s Seminary. 
Concluding OneLife LA 
2022, Archbishop Gómez 
celebrated the Requiem 
Mass of the Unborn at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
the Angels.

From left to right: Charles Nagore, Roberto Villablanca, Emmanuel 
Sanchez, Luis Gerardo Peña, and Abundio Colazo Lopez

Solemnity of the Annunciation - 
March 

Pope Francis called for 
the whole Church to join 
on March 25, 2022, 

in prayer on the Solemnity 
of the Annunciation for the 
consecration of Russia and 
Ukraine to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.  The seminary 
community joined in this 
prayer with a Eucharistic 
Procession beginning at the 
Main Chapel and ending 
at the Grotto located in the 

lower garden section of the 
seminary grounds, praying 
the Rosary along the way.  
Joining this prayer was very 
important to the seminary 
community because two 
of our professors come 
from Ukraine and Poland.  
We continue to pray for a 
peaceful resolution to the 
war and comfort for those 
displaced and those who 
lost their loved ones. 

Priest vs. Seminarian Basketball Game – 
February 

The third basketball game 
between the L.A. seminarians 
(St. John’s Seminary and 

Queen of Angels Center) and the 
priests in L.A. began with a 1-1 tie, 
where the seminarians won the first 
game in 2019, and the priests won 
the second in 2020.  Both games 
were held at Chaminade Middle 
School in Chatsworth.  Once the 
game was confirmed to resume 
this year on February 11, 2022, 

at nearby Santa Clara High School 
in Oxnard, the seminarians got Dr. 
Libby Reichert (Assistant Professor of 
Moral Theology) as their coach and 
seminarian Alan Hoetker (Diocese 
of Orange) as their assistant coach.  
Their days of training two months 
leading up to the game paid off as 
they won the game with a score of 
54-48 over Team Priests’. 

SEMINARY 
HIGHLIGHTS
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JESUS IS THE ONE WHO CALLS, NOT THE PRIEST, 
NOR THE BISHOP OR THE POPE. IT IS JESUS WHO 
GAZES AT HIM WITH LOVE, WHO SHOWS HIM 
THE PEOPLE, WHO SHOWS HIM THE NEEDS OF 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD AND SAYS, ‘IF YOU WISH, 
COME HELP. 

-  POPE FRANCIS

For more information 
about vocations at 
St. John’s Seminary, 
please visit 

www.stjohnsem.edu/
vocations-page

Diaconate Ordination - 
Diocese of Monterey – May

On Saturday, May 21, 2022, at 10:30 A.M. at Holy 
Cross Catholic Church in Santa Cruz, the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Monterey joyfully ordained 

Rev. Mr. Francisco Garcia Fajardo, Rev. Mr. Luis Alfredo 
Rodriguez Andrade, and Rev. Mr. Carlos Antonio Thomas 
Kozaki Warfield, to the Holy Order of Deacon.

Left to right: Top row: Rev. Miguel Grajeda, Vicar General of Monterey, 
Most Reverend Sylvester Ryan, Bishop Emeritus of Monterey, Most 
Reverend Daniel E. García, Bishop of Monterey, Most Reverend Neal 
J. Buckon, USA Archdiocese for the Military. Bottom row: Newly 
Ordained Deacons: Luis Andrade, Carlos Warfield, Francisco Garcia, 
and Reverend Omar Solis, Director of Vocations for Monterey. 

Call to Diaconate & Call to Priesthood 
– April The Dioceses of Monterey, Fresno, Orange, Tucson, 

El Paso, San Bernardino, the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, and the Friars of the Sick Poor, made the 

official call to Transitional Diaconate and Priesthood. 
Seventeen seminarians and thirteen transitional deacons 
made the profession of faith and the oath of fidelity as a 
sign of their commitment to sacred orders.  

From left to right: Bro. Cesar Galan, FSP and  Rev. Marco Durazo

SPRING
SEMESTER
Call to Diaconate & 
Call to Priesthood - April



Growing up in the Jura Mountains of 
Switzerland, Rene Haarpaintner was 
on the path to becoming a dairy farmer 

when he first felt an inkling towards religious 
life. Yet the time was not right because God 
blessed Rene with athleticism that would lead 
him to represent his country as a racewalker. 
Traveling by train in the summer of 1990 to 
compete throughout Europe, he noticed a 
young woman riding on her own. He casually 
struck up a conversation with this young 
Jewish medical doctor from Beverly Hills. The 
conversation turned into a friendship, which 
developed into a long-distance relationship, 
and an invitation to move to the United States. 

Still focused on racewalking, Rene 
continued training and competing in Europe. 
However, God’s providence decided 
otherwise when he fell short at the Olympic 
trials. He stopped competing and moved 
to the US, where he and the doctor were 
married within months. In time they started 
both a family and a successful practice, Rene 

as a chiropractor and his wife as a medical 
doctor.  

During Rene’s chiropractic studies, his 
wife was busy studying as well: She decided 
to enter the Catholic Church, and the couple 
was eventually married in the Church, which 
began a transformation in their relationship 
and family life. Daily Mass before work and 
participation in different ministries at St. 

Brendan Church and Cedar Sinai Hospital 
brought many blessings in their lives. 

After 23 years of marriage, Rene again 
faced an unexpected turn: His wife was 
diagnosed with bone cancer; a few months 
later, she went on to her eternal reward. 

Just days before she passed, she asked 
Rene, “Are you going to become a priest?” 
“Absolutely not!” he responded. Yet, within 
months, he had a pressing feeling in his 
heart: he could not get the thought of 
priesthood off his mind. Once both of his 
sons were old enough, he entered St. John’s 
Seminary and began his priestly formation. 
As an older seminarian, Rene has brought 
a wealth of knowledge and experience to 
the entire seminary community. With one 
year left before his priestly ordination, he 
is looking forward to ministry, especially to 
helping couples prepare for marriages aimed 
at God-centered families.
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Rene Haarpaintner
will be ordained a 

Transitional Deacon for
the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles on Saturday, 

May 28, 2022, at the 
Cathedral of Our Laady of 

the Angels. Please keep 
him in your prayers.



He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the 
master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” - Luke 10:2 

We give thanks to the Lord for the gift of our priests as 
we celebrate the 25th anniversary of their ordination 

to the priesthood. We join with the rest of the members 
of the body of Christ in honoring our Alumni, priests 
serving the Archdiocese of Los Los Angeles, and all priests 
throughout the world in this special celebration. 

ORDINATION DATES FOR 2022 

Diocese of El Paso (1)               
Diocese of Fresno (1)                
Diocese of San Bernardino (2) 
Diocese of Monterey (1)           
Archdiocese of L.A. (8)           

PRIESTHOOD 
ORDINATION (13 MEN)

|  May 27
|  May 28
|  May 28
|  June 3
|  June 4

Diocese of Monterey (3) 
Archdiocese of L.A. (7)   
Friars of the Sick Poor (1) 
Diocese of Fresno (1)  
Diocese of Orange (2)  
Diocese of Tucson (3)  

TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE 
ORDINATION (17 MEN)

| May 21
| May 28
|  June 18
|  May 28
|  June 25
|  July 2



<<addressee>>
<<street>>
<<city>>, <<state>> <<zip>>

ARCHBISHOP JOSÉ GOMEZ 
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO SAVE THE DATE FOR THE

 

HONORING DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AND 
DEDICATED CATHOLIC LEADERS 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 
6:00 PM 

Cathedral Plaza of  Our Lady of  the Angels 

Cocktails and al fresco dining on the plaza 
For more information, please contact 

gala@stjohnsem.edu 
or call (805) 482-2755 ext. 1105 

Invitations are to be mailed in mid-July

ST. JOHN’S SEMINARY 
2022 ANNUAL GALA 


