
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

What should we do? 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

MINISTERS 
 

St. Francis  December 12          December 19 

Lectors:  Karen Churney   Bob Gartner 
   Abbie Olesen     Tom Weber 
   

CALENDAR 
 

 
Sat/Sun  12/11-12 Retirement Fund for Religious  
      2nd Collection 
 
Wed 12/15 Advent Penitential Service. 6:30pm at 
      Our Lady of the Valley. 
 
Sat 12/25 Christmas Day 
 
Sat 1/1  Mary, Mother of God 
 

 
For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 

Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, sal-
ad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, bring 

something to share if you can. 

Reflection 
 

  The Lord longs to dwell among us so that he can re-
new our hearts with his love. Anticipation of his coming, 
with the prospect of eternal life, is a source of true 
Christian joy. Let us open our hearts, allow the Lord to 
enter more intimately into our lives, and rejoice in his 
plan for our salvation.  

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 18,455 20,117 -1,662 -8.3% 

OLV-English 10,927 9,032 1,895 21.0% 

OLV-Spanish 8,861 8,321 540 6.5% 

St. Stephen's 9,596 11,526 -1,930 -16.7% 

WeShare 4,998 3,983 1,015 25.5% 

Total Collections 52,837 52,979 -142 -0.3% 
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Announcements 
 

• Advent Penitential Service. December 15, Wednes-
day 6:30PM at Our Lady of the Valley. 

• Retirement Fund for the Religious—
Religious Institutes—Second Collec-
tion This Week—The appeal for the Retirement 

Fund for Religious asks us to recall those women and 
men religious whose ministry has nourished our own 
faith, served our Church, and strengthened our nation. 
Today, more than 37,000 women and men religious 
are past age 70. Their institutes face critical economic 
challenges as the costs of health care escalate and as 
the need for handicapped-accessible housing increas-
es. 

• Our Offertory Collections are 0.3% under budget 
for the Year-to-Date. 

 

Advent Reflection by Saint Augustine, Bishop 

   John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was 
in the beginning. John is the voice that lasts for a time; 
from the beginning Christ is the Word who lives for ev-
er. 
   Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the 
voice? Where there is no understanding, there is only a 
meaningless sound. The voice without the word strikes 
the ear but does not build up the heart. 
   However, let us observe what happens when we first 
seek to build up our hearts. When I think about what I 
am going to say, the word or message is already in my 
heart. When I want to speak to you, I look for a way to 
share with your heart what is already in mine. 
In my search for a way to let this message reach you, 
so that the word already in my heart may find place al-
so in yours, I use my voice to speak to you. The sound 
of my voice brings the meaning of the word to you and 
then passes away. The word which the sound has 
brought to you is now in your heart, and yet it is still al-
so in mine. 
   When the word has been conveyed to you, does not 
the sound seem to say: The word ought to grow, and I 
should diminish? The sound of the voice has made it-
self heard in the service of the word, and has gone 
away, as though it were saying: My joy is complete. Let 
us hold on to the word; we must not lose the word con-
ceived inwardly in our hearts. 
   Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the 
divine Word remains? Where is John’s baptism today? 
It served its purpose, and it went away. Now it is 
Christ’s baptism that we celebrate. It is in Christ that we 
all believe; we hope for salvation in him. This is the 
message the voice cried out. 
   Because it is hard to distinguish word from voice, 
even John himself was thought to be the Christ. The 
voice was thought to be the word. But the voice 
acknowledged what it was, anxious not to give offense 
to the word. I am not the Christ, he said, nor Elijah, nor 

the prophet. And the question came: Who are you, 
then? He replied: I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord. 
   The voice of one crying in the wilderness is the 
voice of one breaking the silence. Prepare the way 
for the Lord, he says, as though he were saying: “I 
speak out in order to lead him into your hearts, but 
he does not choose to come where I lead him un-
less you prepare the way for him.” 
   To prepare the way means to pray well; it means 
thinking humbly of oneself. We should take our les-
son from John the Baptist. He is thought to be the 
Christ; he declares he is not what they think. He 
does not take advantage of their mistake to further 
his own glory. 
   If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can imagine 
how readily he would have been believed, since 
they believed he was the Christ even before he 
spoke. But he did not say it; he acknowledged what 
he was. He pointed out clearly who he was; he 
humbled himself. 
   He saw where his salvation lay. He understood 
that he was a lamp, and his fear was that it might 
be blown out by the wind of pride. 

From the Angelus of Pope Francis (12/8/2021) 

   The Gospel for today’s Liturgy, the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, brings us into the house of Nazareth, where 
she receives the angel’s annunciation (cf. Lk 1:26-
38). Within the domestic walls, a person reveals 
him or herself better than elsewhere. And it is pre-
cisely within that domestic intimacy that the Gospel 
gives us a detail that reveals the beauty of Mary’s 
heart. 
   The angel calls her “full of grace”. If she is full of 
grace, it means the Madonna is void of evil: she is 
without sin, Immaculate. Now, at the angel’s greet-
ing, Mary – the text says – is “greatly troubled” (Lk 
1:29). She is not only surprised, but troubled. To 
receive grand greetings, honours and compliments 
sometimes brings the risk of provoking pride and 
presumption. Let us recall that Jesus is not gentle 
with those who go in search of greetings in the 
squares, adulation, visibility (cf. Lk 20:46). Mary, 
instead, does not exalt herself, but is troubled; ra-
ther than feeling pleased, she feels amazement. 
The angel’s greeting seemed too grand for her. 
Why? Because she feels her littleness within, and 
that littleness, that humility attracts God’s eyes. 
   Within the walls of the house of Nazareth, we 
thus see a marvellous characteristic of Mary’s 
heart. How is Mary’s heart? Having received the 
highest of compliments, she is troubled she be-
cause she hears addressed to her what she has 
not attributed to herself. In fact, Mary does not 
credit prerogatives to herself, she does not hold 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara,  
Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Diane & Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell, 
Joan Knapp 

claim to anything, she accounts nothing to her own 
merit. She is not self-satisfied, she does not exalt her-
self. For in her humility, she knows she receives eve-
rything from God. Therefore, free from herself, she is 
completely directed toward God and others. Mary Im-
maculate does not look on herself. This is true humili-
ty: not looking on oneself, but looking toward God and 
others. 
   Let us remember that this perfection of Mary, the full 
of grace, is declared by the angel within the walls of 
her house – not in Nazareth’s main square, but there, 
in hiding, in the greatest humility. In that little house of 
Nazareth beat the greatest heart that any creature 
has ever had. Dear brothers and sisters, this is ex-
traordinary news for us! Because the Lord is telling us 
that to work marvellous deeds, he has no need of 
grand means and our lofty abilities, but our humility, 
eyes open to Him, and also open to others. With this 
annunciation, within the poor walls of a small house, 
God changed history. Even today, he wants to do 
great things with us in our daily lives: in our families, 
at work, in everyday environments. God’s grace loves 
to operate there more than in great historical events. 
But, I ask myself, do we believe this? Or rather do we 
think that holiness is a utopia, something for insiders, 
a pious illusion incompatible with ordinary life? 
   Let us ask the Madonna for a grace: that she free 
us from the misleading idea that the Gospel is one 
thing and life is another; that she enkindle enthusiasm 
in us for the ideal of sanctity which has nothing to do 
with holy cards and pictures, but is about living hum-
bly and joyfully, like the Madonna, what happens each 
day, freed from ourselves, with our eyes fixed on God 
and the neighbour we meet. Let’s not lose heart: The 
Lord has given everyone the stuff it takes to weave 
holiness within our everyday life! And when we are 
assailed by the doubt that we cannot succeed, the 
sadness of not being adequate, let us allow the Ma-
donna to look on us with her “eyes of mercy”, for no 
one who asked for her help has ever been aban-
doned! 
 

Martyr-nuns’ Last Prayer Before Being Killed 

Their supplication is ever applicable today … 
In early March of 2016, a terrorist attack at a convent 

and nursing home in Yemen left 16 dead. Four of the 
victims were Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity, the 
community founded by Mother Teresa. I found a hand-
written prayer card this morning commemorating 
the tragedy. It was tucked inside my journal, and I 
quickly taped it to the fridge, as hardships at home and 
in the news headlines have left me sad to the point of 
distraction. 

I’ve been saying the prayer after Mass and before 
breakfast, as was the habit of the nuns who were killed 
— which is also how we know that, according to 
the time of day they were murdered, it’s the last pray-
er they said. I’m finding the words simple and goal ori-
ented; a good way to stay focused: 

Lord, teach me to be generous. Teach me to serve 
you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost, to 
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek 
for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward. 

I was given the prayer card by Sister Maria, 
a Missionary of Charity who was stationed with several 
other nuns at my parish at the time. This devout wom-
an handed me a copy of the prayer with a serene look 
on her face when I expressed sadness about what had 
happened in Yemen. I remember finding Sister 
Maria’s peace and joy mind-boggling: “Don’t shed a 
tear,” her smile serene, “they’re receiving their reward!” 

The nun then quickly turned the conversation to me – 
patting my hand, telling me I looked “too thin” and ask-
ing with great concern if I’d been taking care of myself. 
She then inquired about my sister in a way I could tell 
she had taken my prayer request from a few weeks ago 
to heart; she even remembered Jenny’s medical diag-
nosis and her middle name! In short, Sister Maria not 
only handed me the prayer of these martyr-nuns, she 
embodied it. 

Martyr-nuns of Yemen, pray for us!  

https://www.missionariesofcharity.org/
https://www.churchpop.com/2016/03/06/14660/
https://www.churchpop.com/2016/03/08/last-prayer-martyr-nuns-yemen-prayed/?fbclid=IwAR3ksNnCEcpECyi-5oBego-W9nZlE37Y6TwHpnCjb2J8lWdfrLgJetLyJoM
https://www.churchpop.com/2016/03/08/last-prayer-martyr-nuns-yemen-prayed/?fbclid=IwAR3ksNnCEcpECyi-5oBego-W9nZlE37Y6TwHpnCjb2J8lWdfrLgJetLyJoM
https://www.missionariesofcharity.org/

