
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

We saw His star at its rising and have come to do Him homage. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 

 

Sun January 9         Baptism of The Lord 
 
 January 9-18  Week of Prayer for Christian 
         Unity 
 
Fri January 21     Respect Life Mass 
 
Sat January 22     Day of Penance for 49th 
         Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
 
Sun  January 23    Sunday of the Word of God 
 
Sat/Sun January 29-30 Second Collection for CCD 
 
Sat/Sun February 26-27 Annual Catholic Appeal  
       Commitment Weekend 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 

Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, sal-
ad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, bring 

something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 
  The Solemnity of the Epiphany celebrates the revela-
tion of the Light of Christ to all nations. Jesus, the man-
ifestation of God’s love for us, comes to save all men. 
May this revelation shine upon everyone so that the 
power of salvation may be shared by all. Let us fully 
welcome him into our hearts and share his light with 
others.  

LECTORS 
   
  January 2nd  January 9th 
 Karen Churney Tom Weber 
 Kathy Billo  Carolyn Garfield 

 Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 22,576 22,741 -165 -0.7% 

OLV-English 11,972 10,211 1,761 17.3% 

OLV-Spanish 10,046 9,406 640 6.8% 

St. Stephen's 11,167 13,029 -1,862 -14.3% 

WeShare 6,600 4,821 1,778 36.9% 

Total Collections 62,361 60,208 2,153 3.6% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• We will not be able to account for donations starting in 

2022 due to limitations of office staff.  We will provide 
a letter for your tax purposes if you will give us the 
amount you donated.  You will receive a donation let-
ter automatically if you are using our online giving 
“WESHARE” system.  You can enroll in the 
WESHARE system on our website: Please contact 
Bob Gartner if you have any questions. 

• Offertory Collections are 3.6% over budget.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

 

A Sermon From St. Leo the Great, Pope 
   The loving providence of God determined that in the 

last days he would aid the world, set on its course to de-
struction. He decreed that all nations should be saved in 
Christ. 

   A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abra-
ham in regard to these nations. He was to have a count-
less progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of 
faith. His descendants are therefore compared with the 
array of the stars. The father of all nations was to hope 
not in an earthly progeny but in a progeny from above. 

Let the full number of the nations now take their place in 
the family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the prom-
ise now receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the 
blessing renounced by the children of his flesh. In the 
persons of the Magi let all people adore the Creator of the 
universe; let God be known, not in Judea only, but in the 
whole world, so that his name may be great in all Israel. 

   Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in 
this revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with spir-
itual joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling 
of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the merciful God, 
who has made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to 
share the position of the saints in light; who has rescued 
us from the power of darkness, and brought us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son. As Isaiah prophesied: The 
people of the Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a 
great light, and for those who dwelt in the region of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned. He spoke of them to 
the Lord: The Gentiles, who do not know you, will invoke 
you, and the peoples, who knew you not, will take refuge 
in you. 

   This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to 
see, when he knew that the sons born of his faith would 
be blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he 
would be the father of the nations, he looked into the fu-
ture, giving glory to God, in full awareness that God is 
able to do what he has promised. 

This is the day that David prophesied in the psalms, 
when he said: All the nations that you have brought into 
being will come and fall down in adoration in your pres-
ence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again, the Lord has 
made known his salvation; in the sight of the nations he 
has revealed his justice. 

   This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time 
when the star beckoned the three wise men out of their 
distant country and led them to recognize and adore the 

King of heaven and earth. The obedience of the star 
calls us to imitate its humble service: to be servants, 
as best we can, of the grace that invites all men to 
find Christ. 

Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be of 
help to one another; then, in the kingdom of God, to 
which faith and good works are the way, you will 
shine as children of the light: through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with God the Father and 
the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis    
Today I would like to present Saint Joseph to you as 
a persecuted and courageous migrant. This is how 

the Evangelist Matthew describes him. This particular 
event in the life of Jesus, which also involves Joseph 

and Mary, is traditionally known as “the flight into 
Egypt” (cf. Mt 2:13-23). The family of Nazareth suf-

fered such humiliation and experienced first-hand the 
precariousness, fear and pain of having to leave their 
homeland. Today so many of our brothers and sisters 
are still forced to experience the same injustice and 
suffering. The cause is almost always the arrogance 
and violence of the powerful. This was also the case 

for Jesus. 
   King Herod learns from the Magi of the birth of 

the “King of the Jews”, and the news shocks him. He 
feels insecure, he feels that his power is threatened. 
So, he gathers together all the leaders of Jerusalem 
to find out the place of His birth, and begs the Magi to 
inform him of the precise details, so that - he says 
falsely - he too can go and worship him. But when he 
realised that the Magi had set out in another direc-
tion, he conceived a wicked plan: to kill all the chil-
dren in Bethlehem under the age of two years, which 
was the period of time, according to the calculations 
of the Magi, in which Jesus was born. 

   In the meantime, an angel orders Joseph: “Rise, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him” (Mt 2:13). Think today of 
the many people who feel this impulse within: “Let’s 
flee, let’s flee, because there is danger here”. Herod’s 
plan calls to mind that of Pharaoh to throw all the 
male children of the people of Israel into the Nile (cf. 
Ex 1:22). The flight into Egypt evokes the whole his-
tory of Israel beginning with Abraham, who also so-
journed there (cf. Gen 12:10); to Joseph, son of Ja-
cob, sold by his brothers (cf. Gen 37:36) before be-
coming “ruler of the land” (cf. Gen 41:37-57); and to 
Moses, who freed his people from the slavery of the 
Egyptians (cf. Ex 1:18). 

   The flight of the Holy Family into Egypt saves Je-
sus, but unfortunately it does not prevent Herod from 
carrying out his massacre. We are thus faced with 
two opposing personalities: on the one hand, Herod 
with his ferocity, and on the other hand, Joseph with 
his care and courage. Herod wants to defend his 
power, his own skin, with ruthless cruelty, as attested 
to by the execution of one of his wives, some of his 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara,  
Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Diane & Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell, 
Joan Knapp 

 
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January) 

For true human fraternity. 
 

  We pray for all those suffering from religious dis-
crimination and persecution; may their own rights 
and dignity be recognized, which originate from be-
ing brothers and sisters in the human family.  

children and hundreds of opponents. He was a cruel 
man: to solve problems, he had just one answer: to kill. 
He is the symbol of many tyrants of yesteryear and of 
today. And for them, for these tyrants, people do not 
count; power is what counts, and if they need space for 
power, they do away with people. And this happens to-
day: we do not need to look at ancient history, it hap-
pens today. He is the man who becomes a “wolf” for 
other men. History is full of figures who, living at the 
mercy of their fears, try to conquer them by exercising 
power despotically and carrying out inhuman acts of 
violence. But we must not think that we live according to 
Herod's outlook only if we become tyrants, no; in fact, it 
is an attitude to which we can all fall prey, every time 
we try to dispel our fears with arrogance, even if only 
verbal, or made up of small abuses intended to mortify 
those close to us. We too have in our heart the possibil-
ity of becoming little Herods. 

   Joseph is the opposite of Herod: first of all, he is “a 
just man” (Mt 1:19), and Herod is a dictator. Further-
more, he proves he is courageous in following the An-
gel’s command. One can imagine the vicissitudes he 
had to face during the long and dangerous journey and 
the difficulties involved in staying in a foreign country, 
with another language: many difficulties. His courage 
emerges also at the moment of his return, when, reas-
sured by the Angel, he overcomes his understandable 
fears and settles with Mary and Jesus in Nazareth (cf. 
Mt 2:19-23). Herod and Joseph are two opposing char-
acters, reflecting the two ever-present faces of humani-
ty. It is a common misconception to consider courage 
as the exclusive virtue of the hero. In reality, the daily 
life of every person requires courage. Our way of living 
– yours, mine, everyone’s: one cannot live without cour-
age, the courage to face each days’ difficulties. In all 
times and cultures, we find courageous men and wom-
en who, in order to be consistent with their beliefs, have 
overcome all kinds of difficulties, and have endured in-
justice, condemnation and even death. Courage is syn-
onymous with fortitude, which together with justice, pru-
dence and temperance is part of the group of human 
virtues known as “cardinal virtues”. 

   The lesson Joseph leaves us with today is this: life 
always holds adversities in store for us, this is true, in 
the face of which we may also feel threatened and 
afraid. But it is not by bringing out the worst in our-
selves, as Herod does, that we can overcome certain 
moments, but rather by acting like Joseph, who reacts 
to fear with the courage to trust in God’s Providence. 
Today I think we need a prayer for all migrants; mi-
grants and all the persecuted, and all those who are 
victims of adverse circumstances: be they political, his-
torical or personal circumstances. But, let us think of the 
many people who are victims of wars, who want to flee 
from their homeland but cannot; let us think of the mi-
grants who set out on that road to be free, so many of 
whom end up on the street or in the sea; let us think of 
Jesus in the arms of Joseph and Mary, fleeing, and let 
us see in him each one of the migrants of today. Migra-
tion today is a reality to which we cannot close our 
eyes. It is a social scandal of humanity. 


