
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

When Jesus had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 

 

 January 9-18  Week of Prayer for Christian 
         Unity 
 
Fri January 21     Respect Life Mass 
 
Sat January 22     Day of Penance for 49th 
         Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
 
Sun  January 23    Sunday of the Word of God 
 
Sat/Sun January 29-30 Second Collection for CCD 
 
Sat/Sun February 26-27 Annual Catholic Appeal  
       Commitment Weekend 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 
  As we celebrate Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan, we 
give glory to God for the priceless gift of our Baptism. 
Jesus has entered our lives at Baptism and drawn us 
into his mission of salvation. Let us treasure this sacra-
mental gift with great joy and dignity as we share life in 
Christ with others.  

LECTORS 
   
  January 9th  January 16th 
  Tom Weber John Klobas 
  Carolyn Garfield Bob Gartner 

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 23,019 23,615 -597 -2.5% 

OLV-English 12,497 10,603 1,894 17.9% 

OLV-Spanish 10,444 9,768 676 6.9% 

St. Stephen's 12,077 13,531 -1,453 -10.7% 

WeShare 6,600 4,821 1,778 36.9% 

Total Collec-
tions 64,637 62,338 2,298 3.7% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• We will not be able to account for donations starting in 

2022 due to limitations of office staff.  We will provide 
a letter for your tax purposes if you will give us the 
amount you donated.  You will receive a donation let-
ter automatically if you are using our online giving 
“WESHARE” system.  You can enroll in the 
WESHARE system on our website: Please contact 
Bob Gartner if you have any questions. 

• Offertory Collections are 3.7% over budget.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

• The Pastoral Council will meet next Saturday, Janu-
ary 15th, at Our Lady of the Valley, at 3:00 PM. 

 

 
A Sermon From St. Gregory of Nazianzus 

Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. 
Christ is baptized; let us also go down with him, and rise 
with him. 

John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps he 
comes to sanctify his baptizer; certainly he comes to bury 
sinful humanity in the waters. He comes to sanctify the 
Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us; he who is 
spirit and flesh comes to begin a new creation through 
the Spirit and water. 

The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John says: I 
ought to be baptized by you. He is the lamp in the pres-
ence of the sun, the voice in the presence of the Word, 
the friend in the presence of the Bridegroom, the greatest 
of all born of woman in the presence of the firstborn of all 
creation, the one who leapt in his mother’s womb in the 
presence of him who was adored in the womb, the fore-
runner and future forerunner in the presence of him who 
has already come and is to come again. I ought to be 
baptized by you; we should also add: and for you, for 
John is to be baptized in blood, washed clean like Peter, 
not only by the washing of his feet. 

Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. 
The heavens like Paradise with its flaming sword, closed 
by Adam for himself and his descendants, are rent open. 
The Spirit comes to him as to an equal, bearing witness 
to his Godhead. A voice bears witness to him from heav-
en, his place of origin. The Spirit descends in bodily form 
like the dove that so long ago announced the ending of 
the flood and so gives honor to the body that is one with 
God. 

Today let us do honor to Christ’s baptism and celebrate 
this feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and continue 
to be cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as 
the conversion and salvation of men, for whom his every 
word and every revelation exist. He wants you to become 
a living force for all mankind, lights shining in the world. 
You are to be radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, 
the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light 
of heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the pure and 
dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have received—
though not in its fullness—a ray of its splendor, proceed-
ing from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom 

be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
To understand the alleged or legal paternity of Jo-

seph, it is necessary to bear in mind that in ancient 
times in the East the institution of adoption was very 
common, more so than today. One thinks of the com-
mon case in Israel of the “levirate”, as formulated in 
Deuteronomy: “If brothers dwell together, and one of 
them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead shall 
not be married outside the family to a stranger; her 
husband’s brother shall go in to her, and take her as 
his wife, and perform the duty of a husband’s brother 
to her. And the first son whom she bears shall suc-
ceed to the name of his brother who is dead, that his 
name may not be blotted out of Israel” (25:5-6). In 
other words, the parent of this child is the brother-in-
law, but the legal father remains the deceased, who 
gives the newborn child all hereditary rights. The pur-
pose of this law was twofold: to ensure the descend-
ants of the deceased and the preservation of the es-
tate. 

As the official father of Jesus, Joseph exercises the 
right to impose a name on his son, legally recognis-
ing him. Legally he is the father, but not generatively; 
he did not beget Him. 

Above all, naming someone or something meant 
asserting one’s authority over what was named, as 
Adam did when he conferred a name on all the ani-
mals (cf. Gen 2:19-20). 

Joseph already knows that, for Mary’s son, a name 
had already been prepared by God – Jesus’ name is 
given to him by his true father, God – “Jesus”, which 
means “the Lord saves”; as the Angel explains, “He 
will save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). This 
particular aspect of Joseph now enables us to reflect 
on fatherhood and motherhood. And this, I believe, is 
very important: thinking about fatherhood today. Be-
cause we live in an age of notorious orphanhood, 
don’t we? It is curious: our civilization is something of 
an orphan, and this orphanhood can be felt. May 
Saint Joseph, who took the place of the real father, 
God, help us to understand how to resolve this sense 
of orphanhood that is so harmful to us today. 

It is not enough to bring a child into the world to al-
so be the child’s father or mother. “Fathers are not 
born, but made. A man does not become a father 
simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking 
up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever 
a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in 
some way he becomes a father to that per-
son” (Apostolic Letter Patris corde). I think in a partic-
ular way of all those who are open to welcome life by 
way of adoption, which is such a generous and beau-
tiful, good attitude. Joseph shows us that this type of 
bond is not secondary; it is not an afterthought, no. 
This kind of choice is among the highest forms of 
love, and of fatherhood and motherhood. How many 
children in the world are waiting for someone to take 



The Baptism of The Lord 

 

 Page 4 January 9, 2022 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara,  
Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Diane & Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell, 
Joan Knapp 

 
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January) 

For true human fraternity. 
 

  We pray for all those suffering from religious dis-
crimination and persecution; may their own rights 
and dignity be recognized, which originate from be-
ing brothers and sisters in the human family.  

care of them! And how many married couples want to 
be fathers and mothers but are unable to do so for bio-
logical reasons; or, although they already have children, 
they want to share their family’s affection with those 
who do not have it. We should not be afraid to choose 
the path of adoption, to take the “risk” of welcoming chil-
dren. And today, with orphanhood, there is a certain 
selfishness. The other day, I spoke about the demo-
graphic winter there is nowadays, in which we see that 
people do not want to have children, or just one and no 
more. And many, many couples do not have children 
because they do not want to, or they have just one – 
but they have two dogs, two cats… Yes, dogs and cats 
take the place of children. Yes, it’s funny, I understand, 
but it is the reality. And this denial of fatherhood or 
motherhood diminishes us, it takes away our humanity. 
And in this way civilization becomes aged and without 
humanity, because it loses the richness of fatherhood 
and motherhood. And our homeland suffers, as it does 
not have children, and, as it has been said somewhat 
humorously, “and now who will pay the taxes for my 
pension, if there are no children?”: with laughter, but it 
is the truth. Who will take care of me? I ask of Saint Jo-
seph the grace to awaken consciences and to think 
about this: about having children. Fatherhood and 
motherhood are the fullness of the life of a person. 
Think about this. It is true, there is the spiritual father-
hood of those who consecrated themselves to God, and 
spiritual motherhood; but those who live in the world 
and get married, think about having children, of giving 
life, which they will take from you for the future. And al-
so, if you cannot have children, think about adoption. It 
is a risk, yes: having a child is always a risk, either natu-
rally or by adoption. But it is riskier not to have them. It 
is riskier to deny fatherhood, or to deny motherhood, be 
it real or spiritual. But denial, a man or woman who do 
not develop the sense of fatherhood or motherhood, 
they are lacking something, something fundamental, 
something important. Think about this, please. 

I hope that the institutions will always be ready to help 
regarding adoption, by seriously monitoring but also 
simplifying the necessary procedure so that the dream 
of so many children who need a family, and of so many 
couples who wish to give themselves in love, can come 
true. Some time ago I heard the testimony of a person, 
a doctor – an important profession – who did not have 
children, and he and his wife decided to adopt one. And 
when the time came, they were offered a child, and they 
were told, “But we do not know how this child’s health 
is. Perhaps he has an illness”. And he said – I saw him 
– he said, “If you had asked me about this before com-
ing, perhaps I would have said no. But I have seen the 
child: I will take him with me”. This is the longing to be 
an adoptive father, to be an adoptive mother too. Do not 
be afraid of this. 

I pray that no one feel deprived of the bond of pater-
nal love. And those who are afflicted with orphanhood, 
may they go forward without this unpleasant feeling. 
May Saint Joseph protect, and give his help to orphans; 
and may he intercede for couples who wish to have a 
child. 


